COMMENTARY AND INSPIRATIONAL PRAYER GUIDE
THROUGH LUKE’S GOSPEL
By Pastor David W. George
It is my hope that all who may read these pages will be inspired to a more intimate and effective prayer
life, a deeper faith, and a more personal love for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and His glorious
Gospel. – David W. George
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#1 – An Accurate Account
Luke 1:1-4 - Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among
us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of
the word. Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed
good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the
certainty of the things you have been taught.
Does accuracy in reporting matter? Or, is it only necessary for a reporter to have good looks, a
charismatic personality, and superb communication skills? Does the source from which the information
was derived have any meaningful significance? Does it matter how the information is interpreted? Do
the motives of the reporter make any difference? Historical accounts have been subject to inaccurate
reporting, misinformation, misinterpretation and intentional fraudulent representation from as far back as
the Garden of Eden, when the Serpent twisted God’s Word to Eve. The devil made it look and sound
good, but he had an agenda of deception and destruction. We know the result of his revised version!
Luke was very passionate about truth and accuracy in reporting – especially as it related to the life and
ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ. He was keenly aware of how easily things can be twisted and
misrepresented if they are reported/recorded by people who oppose truth and righteousness. So, he took
pen in hand to “write an orderly account” of those things that were fulfilled by the life and ministry of the
Lord Jesus. Like many others had also done, Luke’s work began with “eyewitnesses and servants of the
word.” He carefully investigated everything from the beginning – the prophetic scriptures, the events
surrounding Christ’s birth, and the people whose lives He touched. No doubt Luke spent time asking
questions of the key persons who knew Him best, were there when it happened, and had intimate
personal contact with Jesus. I imagine that Mary was one of those key people. Luke was an
investigative reporter of the highest order, making sure that his account was accurate and true, but also
filled with rich and accurate human interest details that lent credible support to the record concerning
Jesus. A thorough reading of Luke’s carefully researched Gospel should lead any sincere person to a
knowledge of the truth of who Jesus is and what He has done! Join me as we journey through Luke.
The Holy Bible, is completely trustworthy because it is God-breathed through trustworthy men. (2
Timothy 3:14-17) – “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of,
because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the
man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”







Thank God for those trustworthy reporters/recorders who were faithful vessels through which God
breathed the holy Scriptures!
Praise God that His Word is trustworthy, accurate, dependable and true!
Thank God that the Scriptures are also USEFUL: for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness.
Pray that you may become thoroughly equipped as you make the Scriptures USEFUL in your life.
Praise God for making known to you in Scriptures this salvation through faith in Christ Jesus!
Give thanks that you don’t have to apologize for shoddy reporting or accounting in the Scriptures!

Prayer Challenge: Pray that every believer will become thoroughly equipped for every good work through
eager application of Biblical instruction and training in righteousness! Pray that God will inspire you in the
high calling of careful investigation and truthful reporting.

#2 – Zechariah and Elizabeth
Luke 1:5-7 - In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the
priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. Both of them were upright
in the sight of God, observing all the Lord's commandments and regulations blamelessly. But they had no
children, because Elizabeth was barren; and they were both well along in years.
Luke, our God-inspired trustworthy reporter, takes great pains to let us know the time period of the events
and people he writes about. He identifies the ruler of the time, gives the name, office and ancestral
connection of his main characters – Zechariah and Elizabeth. Additionally, Luke describes the faith and
character of this upstanding man and woman. Furthermore, he includes information about their ages and
he states the reason why they never had children. Is this TMI (too much information) or is there a good
reason for all this detail? Why didn’t he just skip to chapter 3 and introduce us to John the Baptist and his
ministry?
It appears that one of Luke’s reasons for writing was to strengthen the faith of all believers and to answer
the attacks of unbelievers (who never use facts or details because they’re not interested in truth). Luke
wrote to displace disconnected and ill-founded reports about Jesus, so the names, times, places, people
and details are included to validate the truth of his report. Those who are interested in the truth will
therefore be able to check the records and discover the accuracy of Luke’s report. Those whose
agendas are not concerned with truth in reporting are thereby displaced when a trustworthy reporter
brings forward verifiable details, facts and information. Such is the record of Scripture. It has endured
these many centuries largely because it is inspired of the Spirit of Truth and all of its records are
verifiable.
Zechariah and Elizabeth were real people who lived at the time of Herod the Great. Zechariah served as
a priest belonging to the division of Abijah, and his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron.
These facts play an important role in the unfolding of God’s story and plan to bring salvation to fallen
man. With these three characters Luke sets the stage for a drama whose script could never have been
dreamed up by mortal men. And yet, the amazing events to come in this Gospel script are all true and
have been validated by firsthand witnesses as well as historical record. Let’s revisit the entire drama
together. Stay tuned!
(2 Timothy 3:16,17) – “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”







Thank God for those trustworthy reporters/recorders who were faithful vessels through which God
breathed the holy Scriptures!
Praise God that His Word is trustworthy, accurate, dependable and true!
Thank God that the Scriptures are also USEFUL: for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness.
Pray that you may become thoroughly equipped as you make the Scriptures USEFUL in your life.
Praise God for making known to you in Scriptures this salvation through faith in Christ Jesus!
Give thanks that you don’t have to apologize for shoddy reporting or accounting in the Scriptures!

Prayer Challenge: Pray that every believer will become thoroughly equipped for every good work through
eager application of Biblical instruction and training in righteousness! Pray that God will inspire you in the
high calling of careful investigation and truthful reporting.

#3 – Zechariah and Elizabeth will have a son in their old age
Luke 1:8-17 - Once when Zechariah's division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, he
was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn
incense. And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying
outside. Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense.
When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. But the angel said to him: "Do not
be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to
give him the name John. He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, for
he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be
filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth. Many of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their
God. And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to
their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous--to make ready a people prepared for
the Lord."
Luke’s research from firsthand witnesses provides us with this amazing account as one of the first events
surrounding the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. It unfolds like a musical drama and you can
almost picture yourself sitting in on the scene between Zechariah and the angel. The scene opens with
Zechariah performing his priestly duty of burning incense in the temple at the altar of incense, when all of
a sudden he is startled and gripped with fear by the appearance of an angel of the Lord standing next to
him on the right side of the altar. As in nearly every other angelic appearance to humans, this heavenly
messenger’s first words were, “Do not be afraid.” Wow! I’d probably faint dead away and miss the rest of
the message – but Zechariah hung in there for the good news!
“Your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name
John.” Another wow! God is attentive to our prayers and doesn’t forget them – even when we may think
that the time is past for them to be answered! As one whose wife is also well past child bearing years
now, I probably would have fainted dead away at this revelation too and missed the rest of the message –
but Zechariah hung in there for more good news! “He will be a joy and delight to you.” A son that is filled
with the Holy Spirit can provide this wonderful blessing to his parents! And not just to his parents, this
child will bring the same delight and joy to throngs of others who will find their way back to God because
of his ministry! His greatness will be in the sight of the Lord and need not be measured by popular
opinion. He will never take an alcoholic drink – his entire life and ministry will be marked by total sobriety
and the influence of the Holy Spirit.
Luke records this unique event and the prophetic announcement of this special baby to help his readers
understand God’s purposes and plan for the blessing and preservation of mankind. Fathers’ hearts will
be turned to godly love for and training of their children and the hearts of wayward rebellious and
disobedient souls will be turned to the wisdom of doing the right thing, in the right way, at the right time,
for the right reason. All of this, in order to “make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”







Thank God for His attention to our prayers!
Praise God for the significant historical events recorded in His Word that help us believe!
Thank God for Scriptures that convict us of sin and wrong and turn our hearts to the right.
Pray that you may have a heart that is turned from sin to serving your family in righteousness.
Praise God for parents who raise their children to be filled with the Holy Spirit!
Give thanks that God calls messengers to prepare the hearts of people for His coming!

Prayer Challenge: Pray that God will send forth workers in his fields that will turn the hearts of fathers to
focus on loving and training their children in truth and righteousness. Pray that your family,
neighborhood, community, church, land and nation will all become people who are prepared for the Lord!

#4 – How can I be sure of this?
Luke 1:18-22 - Zechariah asked the angel, "How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is
well along in years." The angel answered, "I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been
sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. And now you will be silent and not able to speak until
the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their proper time."
Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long in the temple.
When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision in the temple, for he
kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak.
“How can I be sure of this?” Zechariah’s question and logic seem reasonable to most of us. He and his
wife are both well up in years and, expecting a child at their age would be totally out of the ordinary – it
would, in fact, be miraculous! Through human eyes, this pronouncement hinges on the unbelievable.
Like all good skeptics, he needs some insurance before he’s willing to put his faith in this angelic
message.
The angel gives Zechariah the only answer that may suffice a skeptical soul. “I am Gabriel.” Gabriel’s
name bespeaks his identity as one who stands in the presence of God. His appearance alone should
suffice to validate his message. His presence had been enough to make Zechariah tremble with fear.
Where else could such a messenger be from? But, apparently Gabriel’s awesome visage and
authoritative annunciation were NOT ENOUGH to persuade Zechariah of its veracity. The impressive
character and credentials of the messenger were not enough to convince Zechariah that the message
was true. “How can I be sure of this?” If the message is true and if the messenger is faithful to deliver it
accurately, what should be the proper response of the one to whom it is delivered? Should it not be
BELIEF? The authority and credential of God’s heavenly messenger was questioned and was not
accepted on its own merit. Are there consequences for this kind of skepticism and unbelief?
Unbelief of the message of good news sent from the very presence of God has consequences. For
Zechariah, he would lose his ability to speak until the day the message was fulfilled. For those who will
not believe the Good News of the Gospel the consequences are more severe. Mark 16:15,16 - He
(Jesus) said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever believes
and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” Truth matters, and
believing the truth matters as well! John 8:31,32 - To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you
hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you
free." The Truth has a credential and authority all its own! Those who are disciples of the Truth will
KNOW when a message is true and when it is not! They will be free from the question, “How can I know
for sure?” The call then, is to KNOW the truth and to believe it when it’s delivered! We must pay more
careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away. For if the message
spoken by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience received its just punishment, how
shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? – Hebrews 2:1-3.







Thank God for His message of TRUTH and for faithful messengers of that TRUTH!
Praise God for His mercy toward those who believe!
Thank God for the Spirit of Truth who reveals all Truth so that we may know it and be set free!
Pray that you may be sensitive to God’s Good News and receive the blessing that goes with it.
Praise God for His plan of salvation and those messengers who deliver its Good News!
Give thanks that God makes a way through His Son (The Truth) for us to “know for sure!”

Prayer Challenge: Pray that God will sensitize our hearts to recognize the Truth of His Good News when
we hear it, and that He will inspire our will to believe and obey that message upon receiving it. Pray that
we all will be faithful messengers to proclaim to all the world around us this message of salvation through
Jesus Christ our Lord!

#5 – Favor From the Lord
Luke 1:23-25 - When his time of service was completed, he returned home. After this his wife Elizabeth
became pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion. "The Lord has done this for me," she said.
"In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among the people."
Is it possible to obtain favor with God? The Scriptures give us many wonderful examples of people who
found favor in God’s sight: The Lord looked with favor upon Abel and his offering (Genesis 4:4); Noah
found favor in the eyes of the Lord (Genesis 6:8); Moses found favor with the Lord (Exodus 33:12);
Samuel grew in stature and in favor with the Lord and men (1 Samuel 2:26); In our Scripture focus,
Elizabeth received favor from the Lord; Mary found favor with God (Luke 1:30); The angels announced
peace on earth and goodwill to those upon whom God’s favor would rest (Luke 2:14); and of course,
Jesus Himself grew in wisdom, stature and in favor with God and man (Luke 2:52).
The Scriptures also give us some insights into HOW God’s favor is obtained. Proverbs 3:3,4 teaches us
that it may be obtained through love and faithfulness. There are many instances where we discover that
God shows His favor in answer to the sincere prayers of humble people. Other Scriptures speak of the
importance of acting justly and living righteously as precursors to God’s favor. Mostly we discover that
God’s nature desires to show favor to people – it’s one of those good gifts He’s more willing to give than
we are ready to receive!
Jesus’ earthly ministry began as He read from Isaiah, "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has
anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and
recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." (Luke
4:18,19). He announced that this Scripture was being fulfilled in the sight of His hearers! The Lord has
favored the poor with the message of Good News. He has favored the prisoners with the proclamation of
freedom and He has favored the blind by restoring their sight. Amazing Grace and favor!
The Apostle Paul gives further enlightenment on receiving God’s favor in 2 Corinthians 6:1,2. He wants
people to know that it’s important to recognize and receive God’s grace and His provision for salvation
RIGHT NOW! To delay would be to spurn God’s favor and perhaps ruin any opportunity we may have
for EVER obtaining such Grace! “As God's fellow workers we urge you not to receive God's grace in vain.
For he says, "In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you." I tell you, now
is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation. So, since today is a day of God’s favor in saving us
from our sins, let’s rejoice with Elizabeth and proclaim, “The Lord has done this for me, in these days He
has shown His favor and has taken away my disgrace!!!”







Thank God for demonstrating His favor toward humans by sending His Son to save us!
Praise God for His nature of grace and His desire to favor the humble poor, blind and oppressed!
Worship God for what He has done in taking away our disgrace and showing us favor!
Pray that you will be careful not to receive God’s grace in vain.
Praise God that He knows our need and has provided a day of salvation for us!
Give thanks that TODAY is the day of salvation! TODAY we may experience the blessing of
God’s favor!

Prayer Challenge: Meditate on the mystery of God’s favor. Praise Him for the day He fulfilled this
wonderful grace in your life – when your blinded eyes were opened, your fetters fell off, and you were
released from the oppression of sin and guilt and shame! Pray that you will not receive this wonderful
grace of Jesus in vain, but that you will revel in God’s favor every day of this New Year!

#6 – Highly Favored! The Lord Is With You
Luke 1:26-33 - In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin
pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. The
angel went to her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you."
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel
said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to
a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever; his kingdom will never end."
Can you think of anything more amazing than to be told by an angel of the Lord that you meet God’s
approval and He that looks upon you with very special favoritism? Follow that up with the announcement
that the Creator of the Universe is WITH YOU! What could be more uplifting and encouraging? Mary
found these words rather disconcerting and stunning. She’d never been greeted quite like this before!
What does this mean? Gabriel apparently understood her wonderment as he began to explain it all to
her. “Here’s the plan, Mary.” “You are going to bare a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.”
What an incredible honor the Lord of the universe bestows upon Mary! She will become the mother of
the long awaited Messiah, whose kingdom will never end.
Mary was highly high favored, and yet, we too have been given much the same esteem from God! We
have been granted God’s high favor as revealed in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” Such
love, such wondrous love! Along with this high FAVOR, God has also declared HIS PRESENCE with us
in the Savior, Emmanuel – God WITH US! And, before Jesus departed this earth, He promised to send
the Comforter, His Holy Spirit who would be with us and IN us! Can you hear the same words that
Gabriel spoke to Mary? “The Lord is with YOU!” God is on your team! He has your best interests at
heart! Don’t be afraid to trust Him! Don’t be afraid to embrace His plan for you! Don’t be afraid to follow
where He leads you! The Lord IS WITH YOU! The Apostle Paul captures this wonder in Romans 8:2832 – “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose... What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be
against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how will he not also, along with
him, graciously give us all things?” Also read Jeremiah 29:11. Yes, the Lord is with you! Now, are YOU
ready to be with HIM? Think about it!
I come to the garden alone, While the dew is still on the roses;
And the voice I hear, falling on my ear, the Son of God discloses.
And He walks with me, and He talks with me, And He tells me I am His own;
And the joy we share as we tarry there, None other has ever known.







Thank God for His FAVOR toward us, and His PRESENCE WITH us!
Praise God for His eager willingness to walk and commune with us mortals!
Worship God for His loving favor that drives out our fears!
Pray that you may be continually conscious of God’s presence with you.
Praise God that He is continually at work in everything for our good!
Give thanks that, since God is for you, no one can prevail against you!

Prayer Challenge: Be mindful that you are sacred and precious to God – highly favored! And be aware
that He is WITH YOU, wherever you go and in whatever you do! Since He is with you, you need only to
call on His name, walk with Him and talk with Him. Listen to His voice as He reminds you of His loving
care and plans for your life! Then, let Christ be seated on the throne of your life and let Him reign forever!

#7 – I Am the Lord’s Servant
Luke 1:34-38 - "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" The angel answered, "The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to
be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age,
and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. For nothing is impossible with God." "I am the
Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me as you have said." Then the angel left her.
Much of Jesus’ teaching in the Gospel of Matthew emphasized servanthood. He used many parables to
distinguish the qualities of a good and faithful servant, and He used others to define those servants who
were wicked and unfaithful. God treasures a servant’s heart – BECAUSE THAT IS PART OF HIS VERY
OWN NATURE! The most powerful, only-wise God possesses a SERVANT’S HEART! He regards the
humble because that’s His nature! God is humble! There is no arrogance, rudeness, envy, boasting or
pride in the heart of God. Jesus demonstrated this humility to the world when He declared that He had
not come to be served, but rather He came to serve and to give His life as a ransom (Matthew 20:28).
Such was the nature of Christ. Do you think maybe this had something to do with God’s reason for
choosing Mary? She possessed a servant’s heart.
Mary’s response to Gabriel’s announcement differed from Zechariah’s. Her question was not one of
disbelief, but rather one that demonstrated she knew how babies were made! To Gabriel, it was a fair
question, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” He answered her plainly, describing how this conception
was going to take place. The angel spoke of Elizabeth and her pregnancy in old age to further illustrate
for Mary that God is very capable doing the impossible! Mary needed nothing further. She had a
servant’s heart and thus was ready to be and do whatever her Lord desired of her.
Jesus taught that no one can serve two masters (Matthew 6:24). When He was tempted by the devil, He
declared, “It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve Him only.’” Mary, said, “I am the LORD’S
servant.” She plainly declared allegiance to the Master of her heart. It is to those, like Mary, who love
and trust the Lord enough to be His faithful willing servants, whom He then declares, “I no longer call you
servants, because a servant does not know His master’s business. Instead, I have called you FRIENDS!”
The servants of the Lord are highly favored! In fact, like Abraham (James 2:23), they will be called the
“friends of God!” These are the ones that the angels foretold would be the recipients of good will and
upon whom God’s favor would rest. Would you enjoy God’s favor? Then take on the heart of a servant!







Be thankful that God has the heart of a servant.
Praise God for His favor toward willing, humble and faithful servants!
Worship God and SERVE HIM ONLY!
Pray that you may experience friendship with God as you serve Him willingly and faithfully.
Praise God that His good will and favor rest upon those with servant’s hearts!
Pray that you may be like Mary as you respond to God’s will for your life! “I am the Lord’s
servant, may it be to me as you have said.”

Prayer Challenge: Everyone does not experience God’s favor, His peace and goodwill. However, those
who have a servant’s heart will certainly be among those who DO receive such blessing! Ask God to give
you a heart like Christ, who came, not to be served but rather, to serve! Thank God for the scriptural
models of those who were willing and faithful servants of the Lord! Determine to make these men and
women your personal heroes and patterns to follow after.

#8 – Blessed Is She Who Has Believed
Luke 1:39-45 - At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, where she
entered Zechariah's home and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped
in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: "Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! But why am I so favored, that the mother of my
Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb
leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!"
Although we she is not to be worshiped (nor is anyone but God), Mary is rightly honored as a hero of
faith. She BELIEVED that what the Lord said to her would turn out exactly as He declared, and she
submitted herself fully to God’s will. Elizabeth was aware that something extraordinarily special was
taking place in Mary because, as soon as Mary greeted her, the baby Elizabeth was carrying leaped for
joy inside of her. Elizabeth was fully convinced that her unborn baby had perceived God’s blessing upon
Mary and the child she was to bear. Believing God has great rewards! One of Jesus’ first teachings
declared, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” (Matthew 5:8). Mary possessed such a
heart and received the reward that is promised. She saw God – in the flesh!
Purity and believing God seem to go hand in hand. Titus 1:15,16 says, “To the pure, all things are pure,
but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and
consciences are corrupted. They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him. They are
detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good.” Believing and doing the right thing, in the right
way, at the right time, for the right reason also go hand in hand, as in Hebrews 10:38 – “‘But my righteous
one will live by faith. And if he shrinks back, I will not be pleased with him.’ But we are not of those who
shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved.” Believing God has great
reward! Hebrews 11:5,6 validates this truth – “By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not
experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he
was commended as one who pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to please God, because
anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek
him.”
Thomas struggled with believing until Jesus appeared and invited him to personally examine the evidence
of His resurrection. Seeing Jesus with his own eyes moved him to believe. “Then Jesus told him,
‘Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those (you and me) who have not seen and
yet have believed.’” (John 20:29). Believing God has great reward! John’s Gospel further records:
“Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this
book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name.” (John 20:30,31). Believing the Lord has great reward! Blessed
is she/he who has believed that what the Lord has said to her/him will be accomplished!







Give thanks for the gift of faith that empowers us to trust in the God who rewards belief.
Praise God for His faithfulness to fulfill His Word and keep His promises!
Thank God for the heroes and heroines of faith (like Mary) who believed that God would do
exactly what He promised!
Honor God for His promised blessings and take Him at His Word.
Praise God that He blesses those who believe He exists and that He rewards true faith!
Pray that you may be like Mary as you believe that God will do exactly what He said He would.

Prayer Challenge: Determine to take God at His Word. Remember that God’s Word is True. Ask Him to
sanctify you through His Truth. Pray that you may have faith like Mary to believe that what the Lord has
said in His Word will surely be accomplished.

#9 – My Soul Glorifies the Lord
Luke 1:46-55 - And Mary said: "My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he
has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, for
the Mighty One has done great things for me-- holy is his name. His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation. He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who
are proud in their inmost thoughts. He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the
humble. He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. He has helped his
servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants forever, even as he said to
our fathers."
God’s nature is humble and is opposed to haughty pride. It is for that very reason that, “God opposes the
proud but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6). In a world culture that seems to favor the arrogant
proud, Mary’s “humble state” as the Lord’s servant was very pleasing to God. In due time, our Great
Creator favors all those who humble themselves before Him (1 Peter 5:6). Such souls will share in the
glory of God. Jesus exemplified this truth at His baptism in the Jordan. When He had been baptized,
Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from
heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:16,17). Our Father in
Heaven is glorified and He experiences pleasure every time His children demonstrate the kind of humility
and obedience that Christ modeled. Jesus was keenly aware that His submission to “fulfill all
righteousness” glorified the nature of His Father and He was eager to portray it. In this same humble
obedient spirit, Mary’s soul also glorified the Lord. As Scripture says, “The sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit; a broken and contrite heart… (Psalm 51:17). “For this is what the high and lofty One says-- he who
lives forever, whose name is holy: ‘I live in a high and holy place, but also with him who is contrite and
lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite…’” (Isaiah 57:15). And,
Isaiah 66:2 says, "This is the one I esteem: he who is humble and contrite in spirit…”
God’s sovereign choice of Mary is a clear indication of His holy nature and of the kind of humility and faith
that pleases Him. The Almighty displays His most awesome glory through the HUMBLE! We agree with
Mary – He has done great things for us – holy is His name! He is merciful to everyone who reveres Him;
He brings down the arrogant and the haughty, but lifts up the humble. He has sent the rich away empty,
but He fills the hungry with good things (blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness –
Matthew 5:6)! God remembered His promise to Abraham and his descendants by this great blessing
upon a humble maiden named Mary. In return, Mary can’t help but glorify God from deep within her soul.
What a mighty God we serve! He exalts the humble! Awesome are His deeds! Holy is His Name! My
soul glorifies the Lord! As the Psalmist declares, let’s unite our souls: “Glorify the LORD with me; let us
exalt his name together.” (Psalm 34:3).







Glorify the Lord and rejoice in the God of our salvation.
Praise God for His favor and blessing bestowed upon the humble!
Worship God for His mercy and might that are continually expressed in holiness and
righteousness.
Remember, God resists the haughty proud and exalts those who humbly believe and obey.
Praise God that He keeps His promises and always remains true to His holy nature!
Glorify the One Who exalts the contrite and revives the spirit of the lowly.

Prayer Challenge: Glorify God together with all the faith-filled humble servants whose lives have been
elevated by His mercy and power. Pray that God will help you resist any proud or arrogant attitudes that
may arise in your heart and mind. Ask the Lord to continue to inspire within you a spirit of humility and a
desire to be pleasing in His sight.

#10 – Share The Joy
Luke 1:56-58 - Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home. When it was
time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. Her neighbors and relatives heard that the
Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy.
These three rather seemingly insignificant verses have gained our attention today as we continue our
prayer walk through Luke’s Gospel. It appears that Mary stayed with Elizabeth for her last trimester of
pregnancy. We can only imagine the fellowship shared by these two servants of the Lord. No doubt
Mary would have been a tremendous help to the elderly Elizabeth during these demanding and critical
months leading up to the birth of her child. They are two women united, not only because they are
relatives but, because they share in God’s eternal plan and purposes for each of their children – and they
savor these moments in time together!
We are not at all surprised to hear that, when it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to
a son. After all, isn’t this exactly what the angel of the Lord had told Zechariah? A daughter would have
raised all kinds of questions and would create huge distrust of the Almighty! However, now all that
remains is to celebrate the God who keeps His word, and to share in the joy of those to whom He had
made this promise. When the announcement had been made that the baby was born, Elizabeth’s
neighbors and relatives did exactly that – they shared her joy! God had been merciful and granted her
heart’s desire, even in her old age! They all knew what this meant to her, and they all recognized that this
was certainly “a God thing!”
Even when we are not the direct recipients of God’s great mercy, it is right that we should rejoice with
those who rejoice (Romans 12:15). When we sincerely share the joy of those who have received such
blessing and consideration from God, then, in some measure, we have a share in the blessing!
Elizabeth’s neighbors and relatives seized the occasion and added joy to their lives instead of choosing to
ignore or avoid celebrating this awesome event with her because of jealousy or some other unkind
reason. In His great loving kindness, Jesus also seized the occasion to come and share His joy with us,
so that our joy might be made complete (John 15:11). When you see the Lord showing great mercy in
someone’s life – SHARE THEIR JOY!
It’s been over 2,000 years since Elizabeth’s relatives and neighbors shared her joy. Aren’t you glad that
the Lord’s plans included blessing her with a son who would be the forerunner of the Savior? All these
generations later we can realize the mercy of God and benefit from her joy. What an awesome plan!
What an awesome God! SHARE THE JOY!







Glorify the Lord and rejoice in the God of our salvation.
Praise God for His plan and His mercy extended to make our joy complete!
Worship the God who brings us joy and thank Him for all His kindness.
Take notice of times and events in which others experience the grand mercy and grace of God,
then share their joy!
Praise God for the joyful gift of children and the plan He has for each of their lives!
Rejoice with those who rejoice!

Prayer Challenge: Glorify God for creating us with the capacity for joy. Give thanks for the many
opportunities in life to celebrate and share in the joy of others. Worship God for sending the Lord Jesus
Christ so that His joy may be in us and that our joy may be made complete. Pray that you may truly share
the joy of Christ with others this week as you celebrate His mercy and love.

#11 – What then is this child going to be?
Luke 1:59-66 - On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him
after his father Zechariah, but his mother spoke up and said, "No! He is to be called John." They said to
her, "There is no one among your relatives who has that name." Then they made signs to his father, to
find out what he would like to name the child. He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone's
astonishment he wrote, "His name is John." Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue was
loosed, and he began to speak, praising God. The neighbors were all filled with awe, and throughout the
hill country of Judea people were talking about all these things. Everyone who heard this wondered about
it, asking, "What then is this child going to be?" For the Lord's hand was with him.
Everything about the life of this child testifies to us of God’s mercy and plan. First of all, God granted this
blessing to a woman past childbearing years. What mercy! What grace! Then, at the sound of Mary’s
voice, the baby leaped for joy inside of her when she was six months along in the pregnancy. We also
recognize that the Lord had named this child even before he was conceived and the angel of the Lord
took away Zechariah’s voice until he was born because of unbelief. God had a plan! His plan involved a
baby boy! There was no doubt in the minds of everyone who knew the parents that something very
special was intended for this gift from God.
Eight days after the baby was born they brought him to be circumcised and to officially name him.
Apparently those overseeing such things thought he should be named after his father, but his mother
insisted that his name would be called John. Since it must have been common practice to name children
after a relative, they were perplexed that Elizabeth would want to give him a name without any family
significance. So, they turned to the baby’s father to inquire as to his name selection. It’s interesting to
note that “they made signs” to him, perhaps thinking that because he couldn’t speak that he was also
deaf. To the astonishment of everyone, he wrote on a tablet, “His name is John.” This single act of
compliance with the word of the angel of the Lord seemed to spark another even more astonishing result.
Zechariah’s tongue was loosened and he was able to speak again! His first words were expressions of
praise to God. All of the amazing experiences surrounding this special event created quite a stir in those
friends and neighbors who witnessed it firsthand. To them, this was absolutely awesome and it became
the talk of the whole countryside. These happenings had every indication that this was a God-thing! And,
the big question on everyone’s mind was, “What then is this child going to be?”
For those who have ever had the thrill of experiencing the miracle of conception, pregnancy and birth, you
can testify that the entire event is an absolutely awe-inspiring wonder. It is a sacred treasure - this thing
of human life - and every baby should cause parents, family, friends and neighbors to be filled with praise!
Everyone should be able to recognize the Lord’s hand in the event and wonder, “What then is this child
going to be?” Each new life is a gift of God’s mercy and grace as well as another potential participant in
God’s eternal plan! Any other view is destructive to the wellbeing and future of the child.







Praise God for the gift of children and the potential blessing that each new life brings.
Praise God for His plan and His mercy that includes procreation and children!
Celebrate each life with the wonder of his or her potential to glorify our Creator.
Invest in children in ways that help them know that God has a wonderful plan for them!
Praise God that He involves Himself in human lives and events to accomplish His good purpose!
Take notice when the hand of the Lord is upon a child and help him/her to trust in God’s plan.

Prayer Challenge: Recognize that the purpose and plan for life has come from God. Thank Him for the
plan He has for each child’s life. Realize that we are not yet what we shall be, but know that one day we
shall be perfectly like Jesus, for we shall see Him just as He is! Ask God to help you recognize the awe
and wonder of each new life so that you will invest in children as sacred and precious gifts of God.

#12 – Redeemed, Remembered, Rescued and Released
Luke 1:67-75 - His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: "Praise be to the Lord,
the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his people. He has raised up a horn of
salvation for us in the house of his servant David (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),
salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us-- to show mercy to our fathers and to
remember his holy covenant, the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to rescue us from the hand of our
enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear in holiness and righteousness before him all our
days.
With his tongue now loosened, his voice returned to use, and his heart filled with the Holy Spirit,
Zechariah begins to proclaim God’s salvation to all within earshot. He prophetically praises God for His
saving mercy that, he somehow understands, includes: #1 - the REDEMPTION of His people; #2 - the
REMEMBRANCE of His holy covenant with Abraham; #3 - RESCUING them from their enemies, and; #4
- RELEASING them from fear to serve Him freely in holiness and righteousness all their days. What an
awesome God! What love He displays as He comes to pay the price of REDEMPTION for those who are
prisoners of sin and unrighteousness! What great mercy and faithfulness His nature displays to
REMEMBER His covenant with Abraham - God keeps His promises! God’s amazing act of redemption
RESCUES His people from enemy bondage and RELEASES them for free and holy service - as long as
they live! Such is the prophetic proclamation of Zechariah. Zechariah’s own spirit was in communion with
the very Spirit of God as his (recently imprisoned) voice is RELEASED to declare the salvation of
Almighty God! All this inspired by the birth of a son, whose very life symbolized each of these elements
of God’s mercy and power.
At this point in his life, Zechariah is keenly aware that the God who created the universe involves Himself
in human affairs, “because He has come and has redeemed his people.” The birth of their son is a
dramatic demonstration of God “coming” to act on behalf of His people. Zechariah realizes that this act of
God is not just for his benefit and to bless Elizabeth. This is God acting in keeping with His own nature
and promises, on behalf of everyone who will believe. God is soooo good! He “buys back” sinners like
us who have been enslaved by the deception of sin and Satan! He always REMEMBERS and never
forsakes His promises – He is the God who keeps covenant! “If we are faithless, He will remain faithful.”
– 2 Timothy 2:13. He is the God who, “forgives all your sins… and REDEEMS your life from the pit.” –
Psalm 103:3,4. We praise Him, “For he has RESCUED us from the dominion of darkness and brought us
into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” –
Colossians 1:13,14. He is the God who RELEASES prisoners and sets captives free from the enemy! At
the inauguration of His ministry, Jesus quoted the words of Isaiah, which contain this same prophetic
message: "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim FREEDOM for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to RELEASE
the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." – Luke 4:18,19. Praise be to the Lord, the God of
Israel! He has come and has REDEEMED, REMEMBERED, RESCUED and RELEASED His people!







Praise God for the plan and gift of redemption.
Praise God for His faithfulness to His promises!
Praise God for rescuing us from the stronghold of Satan and sin!
Praise God for releasing us to serve Him freely without fear and in holiness and righteousness!
Praise God that He involves Himself in human lives and events to accomplish His good purpose!
Praise God for such a great salvation that Redeems, Remembers, Rescues and Releases!

Prayer Challenge: Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the earth hear His voice! Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord! Let the people rejoice! Oh come to the Father through Jesus the Son, and give Him the
glory, great things He has done!

#13 – A Prophet of the Most High
Luke 1:76-80 - And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the
Lord to prepare the way for him, to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of
their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven to
shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace."
And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the desert until he appeared publicly to
Israel.
Zechariah’s prophetic utterance now directly addresses his infant son John, declaring his mission and
purpose as the forerunner to the Messiah. About thirty years before it would happen, John’s father
prophecies that, “he will be called a prophet of the Most High,” and that “he will prepare the way” for the
coming of the Lord. This description of John’s ministry role should fit the job description of every minister
of the Gospel. Every minister of the Gospel should be called a prophet of the Most High. It is our role to
prepare the way before the Lord, to give His people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of
their sins. We have no other message, no other mission! It is imperative that Gospel preachers and
teachers recognize and declare the tender mercy of our God in sending the Light (His Son) from heaven
for the benefit of those living in darkness and heading to destruction, that they may be guided into the
path of peace and safety.
Peter modeled this kind of ministry on the day of Pentecost as he admonished his hearers, "Repent and
be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” – Acts 2:38. This is the message of the first Gospel preachers and
teachers and is repeated often in Peter’s ministry. It is noted again when he first proclaimed the Good
News to the gentile Cornelius and his household (Acts 10). He exalted Jesus as Savior and Lord as he
proclaimed to them salvation through the forgiveness of their sins in His Name. Anyone who is called a
minister of the Gospel must understand this subordinate role to the Most High! We have no other mission
or purpose than to prepare people’s hearts and minds to believe and receive salvation through the Lord
Jesus Christ. “There is no other name under heaven given to men whereby we must be saved!” – Acts
4:12.
Even as Andrew’s first mission and ministry was to bring his brother, Peter, to Jesus, so it is the same for
us. No matter how bright and charismatic one may be, there is only ONE SAVIOR who has the words of
eternal life! Like the Apostle Paul, we should resolve to know nothing except Jesus Christ and Him
crucified - 1 Corinthians 2:2. Any minister of the Gospel who may find this mission and message
insufficient has not spent enough time living in the desert, growing and becoming strong in spirit, before
they begin their public ministry!







Give thanks for those who have helped pave the way in your life for you to know Christ.
Thank God for His mercy and His salvation!
Pray for those ministers of the Gospel, that they may effectively prepare people’s hearts to
receive God’s salvation in Christ Jesus through the forgiveness of their sins.
Pray that your own testimony may help others come to a saving knowledge of Christ and an
intimate relationship with Him!
Praise God for shining His Light into our sinful world so that we might be called out of darkness
into His glorious light!
Pray that your feet may be guided into the path of peace!

Prayer Challenge: We have heard the joyful sound, “Jesus Saves! Jesus Saves!” Spread these glad
tidings all around, “Jesus Saves! Jesus Saves!” Spread the news to every land! Climb the mountains,
cross the waves; onward ‘tis our Lord’s command – “Jesus Saves! Jesus Saves!” HE STILL DOES!

#14 – In Those Days
Luke 2:1-7 - In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire
Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And
everyone went to his own town to register. So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee
to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went
there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they
were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
In those days - the Romans were in charge, Mary was expecting a child, she and Joseph were on their
way to register in Bethlehem, and there was no room in the inn. Luke is the only Gospel writer who
relates his narrative to dates of world history. Remember that he had determined (Luke 1:1-4) to write a
thorough, factual account of Jesus' life - that included setting the events in historical context. Caesar
Augustus was the first and (according to many) greatest Roman emperor (31 B.C. - A.D. 14). Having
replaced the republic with an imperial form of government, he expanded the empire to include the entire
Mediterranean world, established the famed Pax Romana ("Roman Peace") and ushered in the golden
age of Roman literature and architecture. Augustus (which means "exalted") was a title voted to him by
the Roman senate in 27 B.C. It was this same Caesar who issued a decree that a census (used for
military service and taxation) should be taken of the entire Roman world. (Jews were exempt from
Roman military service). God used the decree of a pagan emperor to fulfill the prophecy of Micah 5:2 "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for
me one who will be ruler over Israel…”
Among biblical writers, only Luke dated the events he wrote about by referring to Roman emperors.
Because of the Roman census, Mary had to travel from her hometown in a very advanced state of
pregnancy – “great with child.” As a result, the Messiah was born in Bethlehem, thus fulfilling an ancient
prophecy. Those days were just the right time for God to send His Son, “But when the time had fully
come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might
receive the full rights of sons.” – Galatians 4:4,5.
In those days, the time came for the baby to be born – the “one who will be ruler over Israel, whose
origins are from of old, from ancient times." In those days, in the town of David, a savior was born! He
was Christ the Lord! This was a sign to us: a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger –
because there was no room in the Inn. This is Luke’s factual historical account in those days!







Give thanks for Dr. Luke who recorded for us a factual historical account of those days.
Thank God for His perfect timing in history and His amazing gift of redemption!
Praise God for His perfect plan that adopts us into His eternal household with full family rights.
Pray that all may come to recognize that God has acted in history (in those days) and that all may
come to believe in the Savior who is Christ the Lord!
Give thanks that the Scriptures are the record of real people, real times, real events, and the Real
God of the universe!
Pray that this record of Scriptures may help others to know with certainty who Jesus is!

Prayer Challenge: O holy Child of Bethlehem descend to us, we pray! Cast out our sin and enter in, be
born to us today! We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell. O come to us, abide with us
Our Lord Emmanuel.

#15 – Good News of Great Joy!
Luke 2:8-12 - And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be
for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This
will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger."
How often do you get the latest news delivered right to your work place in living 3D – by an angel of the
Lord no less!!? And, how often is it “GOOD” news? Even greater than that, how about good news of
“GREAT JOY?” This particular GOOD NEWS did even one better than that – it was intended for
EVERYONE! Such was the grand announcement of the Savior’s birth. God has been waiting for just this
moment! All of heaven is eager with anticipation! The MOST AMAZING EVENT in all of eternity has just
taken place and it’s time to broadcast it! The Word has become flesh! (John 1:14). CAN YOU
IMAGINE? The Son of God has just divested Himself of His sovereign position and has come into the
world as a BABY (Philippians 2:7)! God sure has a flare for the dramatic. No one else would have ever
dreamt to rescue a fallen world in this way! That’s because no one else ever loved the whole world that
much. But, God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him
might not perish but have everlasting life (John 3:16)! And, no one else would have ever dreamt of
announcing it this way!
The Great Creator became our Savior! How were those who heard this good news of great joy supposed
to recognize Him? On this particular day, in the town of David, there would be only ONE BABY born who
could be found wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger! THAT would be their sign! What do
you think? Would this newscast inspire you to want to investigate a little further? Or, once the angels
went away, would you just want to get right back to watching your usual programs – you know, the ones
that were all about tending sheep?
These words of William Emmanuel Booth Clibborn offer us an inspirational rendition of the Good News of
Great Joy that will be for all the people:
Verse 1 - Down from His glory, ever living story, My God and Savior came and Jesus was His name.
Born in a manger, to His own a stranger, A man of sorrow, tears and agony.
Verse 2 - What condescension bringing us redemption; That in the dead of night, Not one faint hope in
sight, God gracious tender, Laid aside His splendor, Stooping to woo to win, To save my soul.
Verse 3 - Without reluctance, Flesh and blood His substance; He took the form of man, Revealed the
hidden plan. O glorious myst'ry, Sacrifice of Calv'ry, And now I know Thou art the great "I AM."
Chorus: Oh, how I love Him, how I adore Him, My breath my sunshine, my all in all, The Great Creator
became my savior, And all God's fullness dwelleth in Him.







Give thanks for the good news of great joy that was announced for your benefit.
Thank God for the creative, humble and loving way He provided for our salvation!
Praise God for giving His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him may have eternal life.
Pray that all may come to believe in the Savior who is Christ the Lord!
Give thanks for the Savior who is Christ the Lord, born in the manger in Bethlehem!
Pray that this Good News announcement may help others to know with certainty who Jesus is!

Prayer Challenge: Pray that your attitude would be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very
nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing,
taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a
man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! - Philippians 2:5-8.

#16 – Glory To God In The Highest!
Luke 2:13-15 - Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God
and saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." When the
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about."
Just one angel would not have been adequate to declare the glory of God. So, after the initial
announcement, the angel is joined by a great multitude of the heavenly host and all together they make
the hillside resound with the praises of God! They declare the glory of the One Who sits in the highest
seat of authority and honor in the entire universe! They brought to earth a little taste of heaven that night,
and for a few moments God was honored on earth as He is in heaven. Revelation 4 describes for us the
Throne Room and the ongoing declarations of God’s glory in heaven. In verses 8-11 we read that there
are four living creatures that each had six wings and were covered with eyes all around, even under their
wings. Day and night they never stop saying: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is,
and is to come." Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the
throne and who lives for ever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne,
and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: "You are
worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your
will they were created and have their being."
If the original announcement by the one angel had not been enough to influence action by the shepherds,
this angelic chorus certainly heightened their incentive. What could have been more persuasive to move
people of free will to investigate and witness the current events that had been made known to them by
HBS (the Heavenly Broadcast System)? It surely seemed to do the job with the shepherds because it
caused them to converse among themselves and they agreed that they should go to the Living Nativity in
Bethlehem. Oh, may it still move people to investigate the heaven-sent message revealing God’s plan of
redemption! Then, having witnessed the Truth, may we join the heavenly host:
Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! (Glory to God in the highest)
Come to Bethlehem and see, Christ whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! (Glory to God in the highest)







Give glory to God and make known His holiness – God is Holy, Holy, Holy! (ALL THE TIME).
Honor God as Creator and Sustainer of the Universe!
Let’s join with all the angels and archangels, all nature and all the inhabitants of heaven, in
declaring our Maker’s praise!
Pray that many will join in and enlarge the chorus of those who declare the glory of God!
Pray for God’s Kingdom and His will to be done earth as it is in Heaven!
Pray that God will be glorified and honored on earth as He is in Heaven!

Prayer Challenge: Pray that the God who gives endurance and encouragement will give a spirit of unity
among the believers as we follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth we may glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! – Romans 15:5,6.

#17 – Just As They Had Been Told
Luke 2:16-20 - So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the
manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this
child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all
these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all
the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
The HBS (Heaven’s Broadcast System) had reported the Good News of great joy in 3D real time to the
Shepherds. They were so inspired by the announcement that they quickly followed up with their own
investigation. True to the information, they found Mary and Joseph, and the baby - the only baby born in
Bethlehem that night that was wrapped in swaddling cloths and laid in a manger! The manner in which
they had received the news of this baby’s birth had been amazing, yet, to find that the evidence precisely
supported the message they had received was even more astounding! How could one keep quiet after
witnessing such awe-inspiring events? The shepherds DIDN’T keep it to themselves, “they spread the
word concerning what had been told them about this child…” They had been TOLD that this child was “a
Savior,” that he was “Christ the Lord,” that he was born in the town of David, and that they would find him
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. These humble shepherds had the distinct privilege of being
trusted to be the very first human witnesses and messengers of the Good News about Savior. They
proved to be faithful to that trust as they spread the word – just like they had received it! (I think God
knew they would be!)
Can you imagine how their testimony affected Mary when they told her how and why they had come to be
at the manger? She had already had her own personal visit by the HBS, and now a few more witnesses
had been clued in to God’s plan for her baby. Their report gave her even more information to support
what she already knew about her son. No wonder that Luke records, “Mary treasured up all these things
and pondered them in her heart.” Such information requires just that, these are treasures of revelation
that must be meditated upon and considered in the light of other information and truth in order to be more
fully appreciated and understood. I suspect that Mark Lowry realized this in his inspired song:
Mary did you know that your baby boy will one day walk on water?
Mary did you know that your baby boy will save our sons and daughters?
Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new?
This child that you've delivered, will soon deliver you.
Mary did you know that your baby boy will give sight to a blind man?
Mary did you know that your baby boy will calm a storm with his hand?
Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod?
And when you kiss your little baby, you have kissed the face of God.
The blind will see, the deaf will hear and the dead will live again.
The lame will leap, the dumb will speak, the praises of the lamb.
Mary did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation?
Mary did you know that your baby boy will one day rule the nations?
Did you know that your baby boy is heaven's perfect Lamb?
This sleeping child you're holding is the great I am.
“And, the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen,
which were just as they had been told.”







Thank God that His Word is trustworthy and will always be validated when we check it out.
If you have investigated the veracity of the Good News, then honor God by spreading the Word!
Take time to meditate on and ponder the events surrounding the birth of the Savior!
Treasure these things in your heart and glorify God for His wondrous gift of love!
Pray that others will come to know the real wonder of Christmas!
Praise God that everything revealed to us in Scripture is JUST AS WE HAVE BEEN TOLD!

Prayer Challenge: Pray that God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power He may fulfill
every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith. Pray this so that the name of our Lord
Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus
Christ.– 2 Thessalonians 1:11,12.

#18 – The Name the Angel Had Given Him
Luke 2:21-24 - On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name
the angel had given him before he had been conceived. When the time of their purification according to
the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the
Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord"), and to
offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: "a pair of doves or two young
pigeons."
Joseph and Mary were faithful to do what the Lord had instructed them through the angel. On the eighth
day, at His circumcision, they named Him Jesus!
Jesus.... The mere mention of His name can calm the storm, heal the broken, raise the dead.
At the name of Jesus, I've seen sin hardened men melted, derelicts transformed and the lights of hope
put in the eyes of a hopeless child. At the name of Jesus, hatred and bitterness turn to love and
forgiveness, arguments cease. I've heard a mother softly breathe His name at the bedside of a child
delirious from fever, and watched... as that little body grew quiet, and fevered brow cooled.
I've sat the side of a dying saint. Her body wracked with pain, who in those final fleeting seconds
summoned her last ounce of ebbing strength, just to whisper Earth's sweetest name.
Jesus...Jesus....
Emperors have tried to destroy it. Philosophies have tried to stamp it out. Tyrants have tried to wash it
from the face of the Earth with the very blood of those who claimed it. Yet it still stands.
And there shall be that final day when every voice that has ever uttered a sound, every voice of Adam's
race, shall raise in one mighty chorus to proclaim the name of Jesus.
For in that day, every knee shall bow, every tongue shall confess, that Jesus Christ is truly Lord.
You see, it was not by mere chance that caused the angel one night, long ago to say to a virgin maiden:
His name, His name shall be called Jesus....Jesus....Jesus.....
You know, there is something, something about that name........ (~Gloria Gaither)
Jesus told His disciples that He would do whatever they ask in His name (John 14:13,14). There’s
something about that name! Repentance and baptism bring forgiveness of sins - in the name of Jesus
Christ (Acts 2:38)! Healing comes through the name of Jesus (Acts 3:16). (Acts 4:12) - Salvation is
found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even
death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:811). There’s just something about that name – the name the angel had given Him!







Be thankful for forgiveness of sins, healing and salvation - Praise the name of Jesus!
Glorify God – bow your knees and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord!
Celebrate Resurrection - He is risen from the dead! He is Lord! Jesus Christ is Lord!
Come to the Father through Jesus His Son, and give Him the glory, great things He has done!
Pray that others will believe in their hearts and confess with their mouth that Jesus Christ is Lord!
Praise God for the name that is above every name - Jesus!

Prayer Challenge: Pray that God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power He may fulfill
every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith. Pray this so that the name of our Lord
Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus
Christ.– 2 Thessalonians 1:11,12. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him – Colossians 3:17.

#19 – Simeon
Luke 2:25-35 - Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He
was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by
the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went
into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the
Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: "Sovereign Lord, as you have
promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have
prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel."
The child's father and mother marveled at what was said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said
to Mary, his mother: "This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a
sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will
pierce your own soul too."
Simeon flashes on the scene for a brief moment and adds more human interest and prophetic revelation
to the account of Christ’s childhood. Luke tells us that Simeon was a righteous and devout man, and the
Holy Spirit was upon him. In fact, the Holy Spirit had somehow impressed upon him that he would live to
see and recognize the Messiah. It was this same Spirit that moved him to be in the temple courts when
Mary and Joseph arrived with Jesus that day. Apparently the Holy Spirit made it clear to Simeon that
THIS BABE was the fulfillment of the Lord’s word, and as he took the child in his arms he praised God for
keeping His promise. With that assurance, Simeon felt that his life service to the Lord was complete and
he could now DEPART IN PEACE, but not until he SPOKE HIS PEACE!
Simeon’s prophecy affirms that God’s salvation includes the Gentiles along with the Jews! God’s love
and plan was for the WHOLE WORLD! “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the
world, but to save the WORLD through Him.” - John 3:17. Jesus is the glory of Israel, but He’s the Savior
of ALL! It’s reasonable to believe that Mary and Joseph had never met nor spoken with Simeon before
this, so they were quite amazed by these words about their child. Heavenly messengers had previously
visited each of them; then, the shepherds confirmed everything with their angelic visit; and now Simeon
presents this prophetic revelation about Jesus. The pieces are coming together!
Simeon prophecied that Jesus was “destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel.” Romans
9:30-33 explains to us that Christ is the stone that people will either build upon or, reject and stumble over
– “… the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith;
but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it. Why not? Because they pursued it not
by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the "stumbling stone." As it is written: "See, I lay in
Zion a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall, and the one who trusts in him
will never be put to shame." And, this child will also be “a sign that will be spoken against, so that the
thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.” People still have to decide in their own hearts what they
believe about Jesus. There’s no middle ground! Either He is the Son of God, or He’s not! Either He’s
the Jewish Messiah, or He’s not! Either He’s the Savior of the world, or He’s not! Either He is King of
Kings and Lord of Lords, or He’s not! Since His coming, everyone must deal in their heart with what to
believe about Jesus. What they believe in their heart will be revealed in their living and in their speech.
“And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” Mary would live to see the day when this child that she now
carried and nurtured would be hanging on a cross, and she would watch as a soldier pierced His side.
Every mother can understand the pain in her soul that she must have felt in those moments. “But He was
wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities.” – Isaiah 53:5.
Praise God for His intervention in our world!
Praise God for faithful messengers – both heavenly and human who have proclaimed His Word!
Thank God for a righteousness that is obtained by faith!
Praise God that we will never be put to shame for trusting in Christ Jesus!
Praise God for His plan of salvation that includes the entire world!
Receive the benefits of Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf – forgiveness, healing and eternal life!
Prayer Challenge: Ask God to help you build your life on the Rock. Make Jesus both Savior and Lord of
your life & family.

#20 – Anna
Luke 2:36-38 - There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She
was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until
she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. Coming
up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were
looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.
Three short Bible verses are dedicated to the role of Anna. She is identified as: a prophetess, the
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher, very old, widowed seven years after her marriage until she was
eighty-four. Her life-style is described as one who was continually worshiping at the temple. Night and
day she could be found there, fasting and praying. On the very heals of Simeon’s prophetic declaration,
Anna comes up and also speaks about the child Jesus in a manner that connected Him with the
redemption of Jerusalem.
Both Anna & Simeon were among those who were looking for the Redeemer of Israel. No doubt they had
evaluated and sorted through numerous other potential candidates for this role, but the Spirit had never
confirmed any - until NOW! The Holy Spirit had just born witness with Simeon’s spirit that this child was
the Savior Redeemer of Israel. Now, the Spirit has confirmed with Anna’s spirit the very same thing.
Both Simeon and Anna demonstrated years of spiritual maturity, purity of heart and integrity of faith.
They were trustworthy witnesses of God’s Spirit to testify that this child was indeed the hope and
redemption Israel had been long awaiting. Upon the testimony of two witnesses shall a matter be
established (Matt. 18:16). Anna and Simeon are two reliable witnesses, anointed by the Spirit of Truth.
The exact manner in which this Redeemer Child was going to accomplish the work of Redemption may
have been still hidden from these two saints, but there was no doubt in their minds about His identity.
The manner of redemption became plain to other faithful witnesses a little over 30 years later. God’s plan
intended that Christ Jesus would be the atoning sacrifice for sins that would buy back all repentant
believers from the slave master in charge of sinners. The two downcast disciples on the road to Emmaus
had hoped that Jesus was that Redeemer, and they thrilled to discover that He really WAS! The Apostle
Paul records in Colossians 1:13,14 – “For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought
us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” Again in
Ephesians 1:7-10 - In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance
with the riches of God's grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. And he made
known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put
into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment--to bring all things in heaven and on earth
together under one head, even Christ.
This Redemption was no longer just for Israel, as Paul declares in Titus 2:11-14 – “For the grace of God
that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the
blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us
to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do
what is good.”







Praise God for His Spirit who makes known to the world the truth about Jesus!
Praise God for witnesses who live in such purity that they recognize Jesus when they see Him!
Thank God for His plan of REDEMPTION!
Praise God for providing the Perfect REDEEMER!
Praise God for His plan of salvation that has appeared to ALL people!
Receive the benefits of Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf – forgiveness, healing and eternal life!

Prayer Challenge: Ask God to help you learn to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live
a self-controlled, upright and godly life in this present age. Pray that He will purify you as one of His very
own possessions, eager to do what is good.

#21 – Truly Human, Truly God!
Luke 2:39-40 - When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong; he was filled
with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.
It was the will of God that Christ should be made like the rest of us humans in all requirements of the Law
and all the natural stages of infancy and childhood. And so He was, yet WITHOUT SIN, and WITH
significant evidence of God’s Divine nature in Him. All His mental, physical and spiritual faculties
performed their function by the Spirit of God in a manner never seen in anyone else. All children
demonstrate a measure of foolishness in their hearts that appears in what they say or do, but He was
filled with wisdom that demonstrated the grace and truth of God in all things. Everything He said and did
was wisely spoken and wisely done, above and beyond His years of human development, and in a
manner befitting our Creator. At one time or another, all children show the proof of their fallen nature, yet
nothing but the grace of God was upon the Christ-child.
The Apostle John spoke of Him this way, “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We
have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” –
John 1:14. There was no other way to explain or describe the amazing character and nature of this
unique individual. Elsewhere in Scriptures, the Apostle Paul speaks of Him as the “mystery of God… in
whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” – Colossians 2:2,3. And, he proclaims
Christ as “the power and wisdom of God.” – 1 Corinthians 1:24. This child would face all the challenges
of childhood and youth, with all their temptations, and yet remain sinless and pure. “And the child grew
and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.” When He was
grown, He alone would be qualified to become the perfect Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the
world! When His sacrificial work was completed, He alone would be qualified to be our great high priest
to intercede for us in heaven! This was God’s amazing plan and grace at work. He so loved the world
that He gave His ONLY BEGOTTEN SON!
Philippians 2:6-11 speaks of Him this way - Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider
equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and
became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and
gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father.







Celebrate the wisdom and grace of God revealed in Christ Jesus!
Praise God for a plan of salvation that is so effective, so merciful, so kind, and soooo perfect!
Thank God for a Savior who is acquainted with all of the temptations, challenges and issues that
we all face in growing from childhood to maturity!
Praise God for providing such a faithful and obedient servant to accomplish our redemption!
Bow and confess that Jesus is Lord!
Celebrate the gift of God in Christ Jesus!

Prayer Challenge: Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as
we are--yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. - Hebrews 4:14-16.

#22 – His father and His Father!
Luke 2:41-50 - Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. When he was
twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom. After the Feast was over, while his
parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it.
Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among
their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. After
three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking
them questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his
parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, "Son, why have you treated us like this?
Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you." "Why were you searching for me?" he asked.
"Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?" But they did not understand what he was saying to
them.
Luke is the only Gospel writer to give us any insight into Jesus’ childhood and youth. We can reasonably
conclude that he sat down with Mary and interviewed her at some point in time. I can just about hear her
recounting this story of visiting Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover when Jesus was twelve years old.
Apparently they had shared the journey with a fairly large group of relatives and friends who were also
returning to their homes at the same time. Mary probably had every reason to assume that Jesus was
with the youngsters of some of their other traveling companions (perhaps with cousins), only to realize
that, after traveling the whole day toward home, he wasn’t with them! That meant they needed to turn
around, travel another entire day’s journey back to Jerusalem and spend another day looking for him.
When they found Jesus in the temple courts their reaction was typical of many parents. They found their
twelve year old engaged with the teachers in profound dialogue that left everyone astounded. Can you
relate to Mary? Every conscientious parent keeps track of his/her child. It’s been three days and their
son has not checked in with them. He didn’t let them know where He was! “Son, how could you treat
your parents like this?” Mary let Jesus know plainly that they were worried sick, “Your father and I have
been ANXIOUSLY searching for you.”
This is a teaching moment for the Son of God (who is also the Son of Man) to help His earthly parents get
in tune with His Heavenly Father’s perspective. “Why were you searching for me?” This question is
almost like questions He later would ask His disciples regarding His identity. It begs the question,
“Haven’t you been given enough enlightenment already to know my identity and mission?” “Haven’t I
been with you long enough that you would have known where to find me?” “Didn’t you know I had to be
in my Father’s house?” And, like it was often the case with His disciples, “They did not understand what
he was saying to them.” We all have some difficulty understanding some of Jesus’ words, especially as
they pertain to His identity and relationship with the Supreme Ruler of the Universe. We do not quickly
gain the enlightenment that He is the Word that was with God in the beginning; the Word that Created all
things; the Word that WAS GOD; the Word that became flesh! It’s hard for our earth-bound minds to
grasp that this twelve-year-old lad is the ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD!







Oh, come to the Father through Jesus the Son, and give Him the glory, great things He has done!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the people rejoice!
Praise God for giving us His Son so that through Him we may have eternal life!
Ask God to give you understanding when it comes to the words of Christ!
Celebrate the Word that became flesh and dwelt among us!

Prayer Challenge: Give God the glory for Jesus His Son! Praise the Lord! Rejoice! Tell the world!
Come to the Father through Jesus His Son, and give Him the glory, great things He has done!

#23 – The Son of God Grew Up!
Luke 2:51-52 - Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother
treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and
men.
This is a teaching moment for all children and young people as the Son of God (who is also the Son of
Man) shows us humans how to grow up righteously. After having impressed everyone at the temple with
His wisdom and understanding of spiritual truths, He submitted to the authority of His earthly parents and
returned to Nazareth where He was OBEDIENT to them. Can you grasp this? The only begotten Son of
God intentionally submitted Himself to the authority of humans to fulfill what is right and to demonstrate to
all children and young people what their attitude should be toward their parents. If anyone was smarter
than his parents it would have been Jesus! If anyone ever had superior righteousness to his parents it
was Jesus! So, if anyone ever may have been exempt from obeying his parents – that would be Jesus!
But that wasn’t the case. He went down to Nazareth where He was obedient to them. Mary took note of
all these things and stored them away in her treasure chest of memories, where one day they would
reveal the bigger picture to her and to the rest of the world.
And Jesus grew – mentally, physically, spiritually and socially. Although He was the Word of God from
the beginning, this Word that became flesh had subjected Himself to the natural growing processes of all
human flesh. He was not a fully mature person at twelve years of age and thus He also submitted
Himself to the necessity of: growing in wisdom (which likely included reading and studying); physical
growth and maturity through the same processes all children and young people must develop; Spiritual
growth (like anyone else who would grow spiritually in the knowledge of God, He spent time in prayer,
worship and intimate fellowship with God); growing and developing social graces that perfected friendship
and relationships with other people. So, lest any young person thinks himself above growing and
developing his/her mind, body, spirit and social skills, remember that the One who made you intentionally
put Himself in a human body to experience all of these things. In so doing, He showed all young people
how to do it right, but even more than that, He qualified Himself to be the Savior of all who enter into this
human experience that requires us to grow in order to mature and perfect all these areas.
Philippians 2:5-11 - Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature
God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the
very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he
humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to
the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.







Reflect on the mystery of what God has done in Christ Jesus by submitting Himself to the human
experience.
Praise God for being relevant to every phase of human development in His plan of salvation!
Thank God for the record of Jesus’ youth and the inspiration it provides to motivate young people
to righteous submission, development and maturity!
Praise God for sending His Son to become our servant through obedience!
Ask God to give you attitude like that of the Lord Jesus Christ – humble and obedient!
Be among those that confess that Jesus is Lord RIGHT NOW – don’t wait until you have to!

Prayer Challenge: Be very careful, then, how you live--not as unwise but as wise, making the most of
every opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's
will is. – Ephesians 5:15-17.

#24 – The Word of God!
Luke 3:1-6 - In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar--when Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch
of Abilene-- during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the desert. He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: "A
voice of one calling in the desert, `Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. Every valley
shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough
ways smooth. And all mankind will see God's salvation.' "
Luke continues to accurately record the events surrounding Jesus life and ministry by identifying Caesar
and the year of his reign. He goes a few steps further by including locations, names and offices of the
governor of Judea, the tetrarchs of Iturea and Abilene, and even identifying the high priest at that time.
You see, Luke believed in accuracy and integrity in reporting. It was important to him that everyone
should know for certainty the things that took place at this time. This is a time of greatest human and
historical significance and it’s EXTREMELY IMPORTANT that someone records it from an accurate,
truthful firsthand experience. Luke wants us to understand that it was during this time period that “the
word of God came to John.” Luke phrases it this way because, like all the prophets before John, this was
the way it happened! God calls and raises up men and women, boys and girls BY HIS WORD! Without
such anointing, enlightenment and inspiration, no one would ever be able to GO into all the country
around and effectively proclaim the Word of God. The Word of God came clearly to John and he couldn’t
keep it quiet. By it he was impassioned and commissioned to GO and PREACH a message of repentance
and forgiveness of sins. And so HE WENT!
There was not a place in all the country around the Jordan that did not hear his message of repentance,
baptism and the forgiveness of sins. He WAS the fulfillment of Isaiah 40:3-5. “A voice calling in the desert,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord…’” The Word of God came to John, and that Word burned deeply upon his
heart. He could not keep this Word silent! It had to be spoken! It had to be delivered! It had to be shouted
to the countryside! John HAD to preach repentance! He HAD to preach baptism and the forgiveness of
sins! This is the way the Word of God comes to people – through faithful ambassadors of the Word! And
the Word was calling everyone to prepare the way for the Lord! That meant cleaning up crooked ways
and straightening out lifestyles. The Word of God calls for repentance that changes the self-serving and
rebellious attitudes people have toward Him, into smooth avenues that easily receive His will and His
plans. “How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the
one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how
can they preach unless they are sent?” – Romans 10:14,15.







Give thanks for the Word of God that calls us to repentance, baptism and forgiveness of our sins.
Praise God for sending His Word to trustworthy servants who faithfully proclaim it to others!
Thank God for revealing His salvation to those who hear His Word, turn from their sins and clean
up their lives!
Praise God for a voice calling out in the desert, “Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight
paths for Him.”
Make sure that you are prepared to receive the Word of God by forsaking sin and disobedience!
Be among those that repent, believe, are baptized and are saved!

Prayer Challenge: "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your
children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call." – Acts 2:38,39.

#25 – Vipers, Stones, and Fruit of Repentance!
Luke 3:7-9 - John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to
say to yourselves, `We have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise
up children for Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire."
A “brood of vipers” can mean both the offspring of vipers or a nest of vipers. Either way, John identifies
these crowds with THE SERPANT! They are not the offspring of God, nor are they the children of
Abraham as they claim to be. John recognizes these people by their fruit and he calls it like he sees it.
These crowds produce the fruit of greed and selfish interest. They were thieves, liars and malcontents!
In other words, they were offspring of their father, the Devil – a brood of vipers! So, why would they be
coming out to be baptized by John if this is true? Doesn’t their interest in baptism indicate humility and
faith that is worthy of Divine favor? John’s message cuts to their hearts and the condition of their lives.
They were convicted by his preaching and wanted to make sure they escaped the judgment and wrath to
come. John minced no words in letting them know that religious acts like baptism will never save them.
What they really need is genuine repentance that demonstrates a changed heart and lifestyle. The
Baptizer also took away their hope of salvation by trusting in their Hebrew pedigree. He points to the
stones and tells them that God can raise up children for Abraham out of these. His message is clear and
powerful. The ax is in ready position to bring down every tree that does not produce good fruit, and these
will be thrown into the fire. Their lives demonstrate their hypocrisy and they are in deep jeopardy!
Jesus proclaimed this same message to the hypocritical Pharisees and Jews throughout His ministry.
Matthew 12:33-37 - "Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be
bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit. You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything
good? For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks. The good man brings good things out of the
good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him. But I tell you
that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken. For
by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned."
Matthew 23:29-33 - "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build tombs for
the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. And you say, `If we had lived in the days of our
forefathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.' So you testify
against yourselves that you are the descendants of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the
measure of the sin of your forefathers! "You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being
condemned to hell?” The ax is in position to judge snakes and vipers who say one thing and demonstrate
another – for those whose hearts are unconverted to God’s truth and righteousness.







Thank God for ministers of the Word who, like John the Baptist, clarify true righteousness & faith.
Praise God for the opportunities He gives to repent and change our ways!
Thank God for showing us the way the way to bear good fruit in our lives.
Pray for the conversion of those who are deceived by the lies of Satan and continue to produce
bad fruit.
Make sure that you are not trusting in religious activity to save you from the wrath to come!
Let your life demonstrate that you believe God and are living what you believe!

Prayer Challenge: Believe in the One through whom we become the offspring of God. “He came to that
which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in
his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- children born not of natural descent, nor of
human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.” – John 1:11-13.

#26 – Evidence of Repentance
Luke 3:10-14 - "What should we do then?" the crowd asked. John answered, "The man with two tunics
should share with him who has none, and the one who has food should do the same." Tax collectors also
came to be baptized. "Teacher," they asked, "what should we do?" "Don't collect any more than you are
required to," he told them. Then some soldiers asked him, "And what should we do?" He replied, "Don't
extort money and don't accuse people falsely--be content with your pay."
As we pointed out in the last prayer guide, these “Trees” coming out to John have been producing bad
fruit. These crowds produced the fruit of greed and selfish interest. They were thieves, liars and
malcontents! John preached that this was the nature of The Serpent, and that their fruit identified them
as offspring of their father, the Devil – a brood of vipers, not children of God or Abraham! He preached
certain judgment and the wrath of God for these deeds. They were deeply convicted and asked John a
very practical and worthy question: “What should we do then?” Here’s John’s summary: Be considerate of
others and SHARE with those who have not been blessed as you have; Be FAIR in your financial
dealings with others and don’t collect more revenue than is required; Don’t Misuse or Abuse Power by
EXTORTION; Don’t bring FALSE CHARGES against people; Be CONTENT With Your Pay!
Now, if you’re not convicted along with John’s crowd yet, let’s take a look at some other scriptures that
speak to these principles. Hebrews 13:16 – “And do not forget to do good and to SHARE with others, for
with such sacrifices God is pleased.” 1 Timothy 6:17-19 – Commands us to be rich in good deeds, “and
to be GENEROUS and willing to SHARE.” Ephesians 4:28 - “He who has been stealing must steal no
longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to
SHARE with those in need.” Romans 12:13 – “SHARE with God's people who are in need. Practice
hospitality.” Are you one who SHARES GENEROUSLY with others?
Are you practicing FAIRNESS and JUSTICE in your relationships? Leviticus 19:15 - "Do not pervert
JUSTICE; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor FAIRLY.”
Micah 6:8 – “He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To
ACT JUSTLY and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”
Are you doing what is RIGHT in the eyes of the Lord? 1 Timothy 6:10,11 – “Some people, eager for
money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. But you, man of God, flee
from all this, and pursue RIGHTEOUSNESS, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.”
Romans 6:13 – “Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer
yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to
him as instruments of RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Are you TRUTHFUL in your relationships? Leviticus 19:16 "Do not go about spreading slander among your people.” Ephesians 4:22-25 – Tells us to put on true
righteousness and holiness. “Therefore each of you must PUT OFF FALSEHOOD and speak
TRUTHFULLY to his neighbor…” Are you CONTENT with your CONtent? 1 Timothy 6:6-8 – “But
godliness with CONTENTMENT is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take
nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.”






Thank God for those who have shared with you. Practice sharing generously with others.
Praise God for His justice and His mercy. Ask Him to help you show these in your relationships!
Pray for God’s Truth to be established in all your relationships.
Pray for Godliness with contentment in your life.
Bear good fruit that truly demonstrates whose child you are – and whose child you aren’t!

Prayer Challenge: Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--PRODUCE such things!

#27 – Baptism of Water and Fire
Luke 3:15-18 - The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might
possibly be the Christ. John answered them all, "I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I
will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his
barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." And with many other words John exhorted the
people and preached the good news to them.
John the Baptizer had made a most impressive “splash” on the scene of Jewish life. He had a powerful
influence throughout the countryside. His people had not experienced anyone like him since the days of
Elijah and it caused them all to wonder if John just might be the Messiah. John set the record straight by
informing everyone that HE BAPTIZED WITH WATER for repentance of sins. That meant that those who
recognized the error of their ways and desired a new identity (one that included forgiveness and
cleansing of the past), came out to him to be baptized in the Jordan. But, he told them of one more
powerful than himself that was coming – one that John couldn’t hold a candle to! This MORE
POWERFUL ONE will baptize with the HOLY SPIRIT and WITH FIRE! WATER is a powerful cleansing
agent, but FIRE purifies, refines and generates a different kind of power – passion that is pure and holy!
John spoke of One who was coming with power to refine and purify our hearts! He would baptize with fire
and with the Holy Spirit. This kind of power was superior to John’s power. John’s power convicted
people of their sin, brought about sorrow for wrong-doing and moved people to seek cleansing,
forgiveness and new direction for their lives. The One to come after him would provide power to live holy
passionate and Godly lives.
John 1:6-9 informs us, “There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a
witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. He himself was not the
light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man was coming into
the world.” John was the Best Man and Jesus was the Bridegroom. The Best Man prepares the way for
the Bridegroom. John’s ministry convicted people of their sin and their need for repentance and
cleansing. He prepared the way for the One whose power can not only cleanse from sin but replace that
sinful desire with a passion to live holy lives that are pleasing to God. The One who baptizes with fire and
with the Holy Spirit will come equipped to separate the good from the bad, the holy from the wicked, and
the wheat from the chaff. This holy fire cannot be extinguished and will consume all the chaff – nothing
unholy will remain! John acknowledged that he was not even worthy to untie the sandals of the One who
was coming with this kind of power. “And with many other words John exhorted the people and preached
the good news to them!”







Thank God for those who helped prepare the way for the power of Christ to come into your life.
Praise God for His cleansing power that washes away every stain of sin!
Thank God for igniting the fire of His Holy Spirit in your life!
Cooperate with the Holy Spirit as He burns away all the chaff in your life!
Pray for God’s Kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Praise God for baptisms of water and fire!

Prayer Challenge: Let us cooperate with the refining fire of the Holy Spirit as we confess our sins - for He
is faithful and just to forgive us of our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness! And let us purify
ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.

#28 – Evil Added To Evil
Luke 3:19,20 - But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of Herodias, his brother's wife, and all
the other evil things he had done, Herod added this to them all: He locked John up in prison.
One evil deed adds to another, to another, to another! Oftentimes the deeds that follow are worse than
the previous. Paul warns Timothy of this truth in 2 Timothy 3:12,13 – “In fact, everyone who wants to live
a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse,
deceiving and being deceived.” This was certainly true in the case of John the Baptist and his evil
treatment by Herod. John did not placate Herod just because he was the ruler over that region. On the
contrary, he dealt plainly with Herod for his evil doings – especially his adulterous relationship with his
brother’s wife. This rebuke led Herod to add one more evil to his list of wicked deeds – he locked John
up in prison! It wasn’t enough for Herod to do evil, he had to add to it the evil of locking John in prison for
telling him it was evil. “For Herod himself had given orders to have John arrested, and he had him bound
and put in prison. He did this because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, whom he had married. For
John had been saying to Herod, ‘It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.’” – Mark 6:17,18.
One of the worst evils a person may inflict upon another is to prohibit his freedom to speak God’s truth
and to declare God’s standard of righteousness. An even worse evil is to imprison a person for speaking
the truth and calling for Godly righteousness. Our founding Fathers clearly understood this when they
established our nation in a manner that protected freedom of speech and religion. Such a constitution
acknowledges that God’s laws are superior to man’s laws. That means that a John the Baptist ought
never to be put in prison in this country! In the beginning of our nation, laws were enacted that sought to
honor and establish the laws of the God of the Bible and to punish evil and wickedness as defined in the
sacred scriptures. The maintenance of these laws and liberties has always been dependent upon
electing and appointing leaders who revere such laws and the God who inspired them.
However, as a nation we have not been so careful to appoint persons who revere God and His precepts.
In recent generations we have seen the government of individuals who have forgotten God and neglected
His laws. These officials (like Herod) are more prone to legalize sin and enact laws that contradict the
original Biblical precepts. (May I speak here of abortion and homosexual agendas?) Such is the way of
evil that paves the way for Herodian leadership that will ADD TO IT THE EVIL of eliminating free speech
and religious liberty. Not only does this kind of governor enact laws that legalize sin and immorality, but
he adds to it the GREATER EVIL of making it illegal to speak against these immoral laws, thus
persecuting those who speak against them! This is the trend unfolding in our great nation. Oh God, may
Your kingdom come! May Your will be done on earth as it is in Heaven!







Thank God for those who have boldly declared the righteousness from God.
Praise God for the freedom of speech and liberty to live lives pleasing to God!
Thank God for founding fathers who guarded our nation against governance like Herod’s!
Pray that our nation would be wise and discerning to elect and appoint leaders that will honor
God’s laws and precepts!
Pray for God’s Kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Pray that God will lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil!

Prayer Challenge: Let us not miss the blessing that is given to those who are insulted, persecuted, and
treated in evil ways because of standing for the Word of God. May our faith be sustained by the joyful
anticipation of hearing our Master say, “Well done good and faithful servant!” God, grant that we may be
salt and light in our world as we let the Word of God shine in OUR words and deeds. May we not be
overcome by evil, but may we overcome evil with good!

#29 – You Are My Son, Whom I Love
Luke 3:21,22 - When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying,
heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came
from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased."
This was no offspring of vipers that came to John that day! The bodily form of the Holy Spirit and the
voice from heaven made that perfectly clear! This was the One whose sandals the Baptizer was not
worthy to untie. He was the One who would baptize with fire and with the Holy Spirit! However, in order
to “fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15), Jesus came humbly, identified Himself with the crowds and
stood among those whom John referred to as the “offspring of vipers” (Luke 3:7). Although Jesus had
committed no sin, nor did He have any need for repentance, He is found here doing the right thing, at the
right time, in the right way, for the right reason! He is fulfilling all righteousness!
While John was baptizing Him, Luke says that Jesus was praying – communing with His Father. As John
baptized and Jesus prayed, the Holy Spirit descended – in a form that was a sign to John. "I saw the
Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. I would not have known him, except that the
one who sent me to baptize with water told me, `The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and
remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.' I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God."
(John 1:32-34). In the midst of everything there came a voice from heaven confirming Jesus’s identity He is the dearly loved, well-pleasing Son of God!
Gospel writers record two other declarations of a voice from heaven addressing Jesus: (1) on the Mount
of Transfiguration (Luke 9:35), and (2) in the temple area during Jesus' final week (John 12:28). Peter
also bears witness to this - “We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor
and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my
Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased." We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven
when we were with him on the sacred mountain. (2 Peter 1:16-18). The message is clear – The Father
loves the Son, DEEPLY! John testified further to this in John 3:35 – “The Father loves the Son and has
placed everything in his hands...” Hebrews 1:1-14 also speaks of the great love and esteem God has for
His Son. Jesus is described as God’s final Word to us; He is the appointed heir of all things; the One
through whom He created the universe; He is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of
His being; all things are sustained by His powerful word; following His obedient redemptive work, He sat
down at God’s right hand; He is superior to all the angels; His righteous authority and His throne is
established forever! Yes indeed, Jesus is the Son whom the Father loves as His own exact image and
likeness – loving, righteous, holy, just, pure, humble, obedient, faithful and true! What’s not to love here?







Thank God for the gift of His dearly loved Son. Ponder the offering of so cherished a treasure!
Praise God for the gift of His Spirit who affirms the identity of the Lord Jesus Christ!
Thank God for His own verbal confirmation of His precious and sacred Son!
Pray that the identity of the Lord Jesus Christ may be confirmed in OUR speech and conduct!
Pray that those in your sphere of influence may come to truly know and love who Jesus is.
Pray that you may love and cherish the One who is the exact representation of God our Father!

Prayer Challenge: Thank God for rescuing us from the dominion of darkness and bringing us into the
kingdom of the Son He loves. In Him we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. Celebrate the One
who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. He is the One by whom and for
whom all things were created, and the One who holds all things together. He is the head of the church;
His is the One who has supremacy in everything! God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him,
and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things…, by making peace through His blood, shed on the
cross. (Colossians 1:13-20).

#30 – The Son of God
Luke 3:23-28 - Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his ministry. He was the
son, so it was thought, of Joseph, the son of …, the son of David, the son of … the son of Abraham, the
son of…, the son of Noah, the son of…, the son of…, the son of Adam, the son of God.
Luke continues to deliver an accurate detailed account of the things fulfilled by the life and ministry of our
Lord. He tells us that Jesus was about thirty years old when He began His ministry. Thirty has some
significance as it seems to be the age when Levites began their service and, when a man was considered
mature (Leviticus 4:47). Luke shows to us that Jesus does the right thing, in the right way, at the right
time, for the right reason as He fulfills all righteousness. As such, he includes the genealogy of Christ as
another indicator of His fulfillment of prophecy and to declare plainly who He is.
It was THOUGHT that Jesus was the son of Joseph. However, Luke has already revealed to us that
Joseph was really His stepfather. It appears quite likely that our author traces the lineage of Jesus’
mother Mary back to King David, then to Abraham – making these special connections with Jewish
ancestory and identification. He then follows the line back to Noah and Adam – revealing His relationship
and identification with every member of the human race. He then goes one step further to declare that
the genealogy of Jesus began as the son of God.
John 3:16-18 supports Luke’s final conclusion: "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into
the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in
the name of God's one and only Son.” Jesus is God’s ONE and ONLY SON! He is God’s salvation to all
who believe!







Thank God for the gift of His dearly loved Son. Ponder the offering of so cherished a treasure!
Praise God for the gift of Old Testament prophecy that affirms the identity of the Lord Jesus
Christ!
Thank God for salvation through the gift of His precious and sacred Son!
Praise God that He did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world.
Pray that those in your sphere of influence may come to truly know and love who Jesus is.
Pray that others will come to know and believe in the Son of God and receive the gift of eternal
life!

Prayer Challenge: Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves
has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might
live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has
ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. We know
that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that
the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son
of God, God lives in him and he in God. And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. (1 John
4:7-16).

#31 – The World, The Flesh & The Devil
Luke 4:1-4 - Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert,
where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of
them he was hungry.
The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread." Jesus answered, "It is
written: `Man does not live on bread alone.'"
Scriptures reveal that temptation comes from the world, the flesh and the devil – it never comes from God
(James 1:13). Victory over temptation comes through a faith in Christ that resists the devil with the Word
and obedience to the Spirit. 1 Corinthians 10:13 – “No temptation has seized you except what is common
to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are
tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.” Hebrews 2:18 – “Because he
himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.” Our Savior
successfully overcame every temptation the devil could throw at Him. As a result, He is more than
capable of assisting us when we face any temptation. Hebrews 4:15,16 – “For we do not have a high
priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in
every way, just as we are--yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence,
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”
Temptation from the WORLD is overcome by cultivating our knowledge and love of God the Father in our
hearts and lives. 1 John 2:15-17 – “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world--the cravings of sinful man, the lust
of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does--comes not from the Father but from the world. The
world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.” James 4:4-8 also
points out the conflict between worldly attraction and loving God. Scriptures make it clear that if we
choose to embrace worldly lusts and ambitions we become God’s enemy! “You adulterous people, don't
you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the
world becomes an enemy of God… "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." Submit
yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come
near to you.”
James 1:14 recognizes the problem of the FLESH – “…but each one is tempted when, by his own evil
desire, he is dragged away and enticed.” Galatians 5:16 instructs us on how to deal with FLESHLY
temptations - “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.” 1 Peter
5:8,9 gives direction for dealing with temptation of the DEVIL – “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy
the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the
faith…” The devil uses his own dark powers to tempt and destroy the people of God, but "The reason the
Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work." (1 John 3:8). Christ assured Satan’s defeat when
He paid for our redemption on the cross. "And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a
public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross." (Colossians 2:15). The good news is that
each Person of the Trinity is on our side. The Father is opposed to the world, the Spirit to the flesh, and
the Son to the devil, and they are more than able to give victory.







Thank God for providing a way out of temptation through His Son!
Praise God that He will not allow us to be tempted beyond what we can bear.
Thank God for sending His Son to destroy the devil’s work!
Give thanks that God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are on our side to give victory over sin.
Pray that you will not be led into temptation but delivered from evil.
Pray that you will be victorious over the world, the flesh and the devil!

Prayer Challenge: Take heart in the fact that our Lord Jesus has overcome the world, the flesh and the
devil!

#32 – It Is Written!
Luke 4:5-13 - The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the
world. And he said to him, "I will give you all their authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and
I can give it to anyone I want to. So if you worship me, it will all be yours." Jesus answered, "It is written:
`Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.'"
The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. "If you are the Son
of God," he said, "throw yourself down from here. For it is written: " `He will command his angels
concerning you to guard you carefully; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your
foot against a stone.'" Jesus answered, "It says: `Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" When the
devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.
The devil tempted Jesus to make the cravings of His flesh more important than God’s Word when he
prodded Him to turn a stone into bread. Next he tempted Jesus to take a shortcut and circumvent God’s
plan to grant Him authority over all things through the way of the cross. All Jesus had to do was worship
the devil and the evil one would grant him authority over all the kingdoms of the world. The devil then
tempted Jesus in a third arena that often worked for him with others who would be willing to sell their soul.
This old tempter thought Jesus might be eager to get publicity by using a stunt that would get a lot of
attention, thus proving to the entire watching world who He really was! Since Jesus was God’s Son, and
since God had promised to guard Him with His angels, can’t you see that this would be a wonderful plan
to accomplish what Jesus came to do without all that suffering and death that was included in God’s plan!
Then, not succeeding in these efforts, the devil left Jesus until an opportune time – probably just before
He would face the cross, while He was praying in the Garden!
Jesus resisted the devil with the Word! Each time Satan tried his wiles, Jesus said, “It is written…” “Man
does not live on bread alone.” “Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.” “Do not put the Lord
your God to the test.” With these three rebukes from the Word, the devil was driven off! The Word of
God is powerful! Jesus’ example ought to move us to feast from it daily! It should inspire us to worship
and serve God ONLY! And, His example should teach us that we ought not to put God to the test,
whereby we force Him to act according to His nature and promises on behalf of our personal interests.
Let’s not miss the fact that, in His temptation, Jesus affirmed the authority of the WRITTEN WORD OF
GOD! The Holy Scripture is eternal! Every single punctuation mark will last forever! And most
importantly, this is the document by which all mankind will one day be judged! We are accountable to the
WRITTEN WORD OF GOD! By it, our sin is revealed! In it’s pages, God’s salvation from our sins is
made known! If we, too, would overcome temptation from the world, the flesh and the devil, then we must
know the WRITTEN WORD OF GOD and we must use it as the basis for all of our faith and life practice!







Thank God for His WRITTEN Word!
Praise God that He has given us knowledge of what is sin in His WRITTEN Word.
Thank God for making known the plan of salvation in His WRITTEN Word!
Celebrate the fact that God will preserve His WRITTEN Word forever!
Pray that you will become more effective in using the WRITTEN Word to resist temptation.
Pray that you will not enter into temptation and that God’s Word will direct your life and faith!

Prayer Challenge: Don’t give the devil a foothold! Make God’s will and serving Him to be your supreme
choice! Oh that His kingdom would come and His will may be done on earth as it is in heaven! Become
so thoroughly acquainted with the WRITTEN WORD and its Author that you can apply it in ever facet of
life! Allow God to lead you in paths of righteousness and trust Him to deliver you in the hour of
temptation.

#33 – In The Power Of The Spirit
Luke 4:14,15 - Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through
the whole countryside. He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.
In verse one of this chapter Luke has already written that Jesus was, “FULL of the Holy Spirit,” that he
was, “LED by the Spirit,” and now He returns to Galilee, “in the POWER of the Spirit.” The fullness of the
Spirit of God directed His every word, thought and action! It was the power of God’s Spirit in Him that
effectively resisted the devil in His hour of temptation. This same power emanated from His being as He
returned to minister among the people of Galilee, and it was glorious! As John declares in his gospel,
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory
as of the only Son from the Father.” (John 1:14). The fullness and power of the Spirit in Him was proof
that Jesus was God very God – in the flesh! (Colossians 1:19) – “For God was pleased to have all his
fullness dwell in him…” (Colossians 2:9) – “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form…”
Wow! Think about it!
And news about Him spread through the whole countryside! There are precious few who have not heard
the news about Jesus now – especially in America! However, knowing about Him and knowing Him
intimately are two different things! John 17:3 reveals to us just how important it is to personally KNOW
Him, not just ABOUT Him – “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” How will they get to KNOW Him if they don’t hear the news ABOUT
Him? Jesus commissioned us as His followers to declare this GOOD NEWS to all the world with the
intent that those who would hear should come to the knowledge of eternal life through Him. Matthew
28:19,20 assure us that He will be with us in the fullness and power of His Spirit as we spread the news
and make disciples.
The fullness and power of God’s Spirit showed plainly through as He taught in their synagogues! No one
ever taught like this “Man!” He spoke with authority and grace – like, maybe He had created everything
and knew all things! His words were TRUTH mingled with such loving grace that EVERYONE PRAISED
HIM! With His Spirit indwelling you, “In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see
your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16).







Thank God for the Word that became flesh and dwelt with us humans!
Praise God that all the fullness and power of the deity was living in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Thank God that, in Christ Jesus is life, and that life is the light of men!
Celebrate the fact that all who receive Him and believe in Jesus are given the right to be called
children of God!
Pray that you will appreciate the precious gift and power of the Spirit as you resist temptation and
spread the Good News about Christ Jesus.
Pray that the power of the Spirit will fall on others, convicting them of sin and righteousness and
judgment to come, so that they will turn in full faith to the One in Whom dwelt all the fullness and
power of the Spirit of God!

Prayer Challenge: Remember that – “His divine power has given us everything we need for life and
godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he
has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine
nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. For this very reason, make every
effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to
self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to
brotherly kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from
being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 1:3-8).

#34 – The Anointing Of The Spirit (favors the poor and helpless)
Luke 4:16-21 - He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went
into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was
handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: "The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for
the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the
Lord's favor." Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of
everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture
is fulfilled in your hearing."
This occasion finds Jesus back in His hometown. There in the synagogue, on the Sabbath day, He stood
up and read a prophecy about Himself from Isaiah. This prophetic word identified the anointed presence
of God’s Spirit upon His Chosen Vessel. The fulfillment of this prophecy provided significant evidence for
His origin. Jesus personalized this passage by declaring that an evidence of the Spirit of God upon Him
was the anointing to preach good news to the poor. The poor are those who are in a state of need –
socially, spiritually, emotionally, financially or relationally. Their own efforts and resources have been
inadequate to provide for these needs. These are the recipients of “GOD” news, and THAT news is
GOOD NEWS! That is, the God of the universe has not forgotten us. We are precious to Him and He is
acting on our behalf! The richest treasures of heaven are made available to those who will receive them!
This good news is especially directed to the prisoners, the blind and the oppressed. The good news for
the prisoners is the proclamation of freedom! The good news for the blind is the recovery of sight! And,
the good news for the oppressed is release from oppression! All of this good news for these individuals is
wrapped up in the grander announcement that proclaims the season of God’s favor! This is the season
announced by the angels to the shepherds at Christ’s birth – the good news of great joy that will be for all
the people! The angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom His favor
rests.” – (Luke 2:14). Those on whom His favor would rest are those who received His Son and believed
on His name – they were given the right to receive the special favor and inheritance of God’s own
children! (John 2:12,13).
This Good News – this message of God’s love and His gift of eternal life to a fallen, needy world, is still
transforming lives today! Those poor among us who are prisoners of sin and Satan, fear and failure,
abuse and tyranny, legalism and self-righteousness, or whatever other bondage and poverty of soul there
may be, can still discover the power of God’s love and be set free, given sight and released from all
oppression! While His Spirit continues to strive with man, it is still the season of God’s favor! “How
beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news…" – Isaiah 52:7







Thank God for His love for the poor, the helpless, the imprisoned, the blind and the oppressed!
Praise God providing us with a choice other than one that leads to destruction.
Thank God that, through Christ Jesus, we may experience the life that is eternal!
Celebrate the season of God’s favor! Give thanks that He has not turned His back on humans!
Pray that others may be released from the chains that prohibit them from choosing any other way.
Pray that the power of the Spirit will anoint many in our day to preach Good News to the poor, so
they too may experience freedom, wholeness and abundant life through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Prayer Challenge: “If there is a poor man among your brothers in any of the towns of the land that the
LORD your God is giving you, do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward your poor brother. Rather be
openhanded and freely lend him whatever he needs… Give generously to him and do so without a
grudging heart; then because of this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything
you put your hand to. There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be
openhanded toward your brothers and toward the poor and needy in your land.” Deuteronomy
15:7,8,10,11.

#35 – Hometown Prophets
Luke 4:22-30 - All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. "Isn't
this Joseph's son?" they asked. Jesus said to them, "Surely you will quote this proverb to me: `Physician,
heal yourself! Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.' " "I tell you the
truth," he continued, "no prophet is accepted in his hometown. I assure you that there were many widows
in Israel in Elijah's time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine
throughout the land. Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of
Sidon. And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them
was cleansed--only Naaman the Syrian."
All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. They got up, drove him out of the
town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him down the cliff.
But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.
These early days of our Lord’s ministry were met with amazement and high favor among the people.
They all spoke well of Him and they were enamored by the grace and eloquence with which this
carpenter’s son communicated the heart of God. Jesus was not blinded by this early popularity and
public favoritism. He would warn others of the dangers when everyone speaks well of you (Luke 6:26).
Such favoritism was the treatment reserved for FALSE prophets! So, if you find yourself enjoying
popularity with everyone, make sure you check your character and your message for falsehood and
flaws! Jesus revealed to them what was really in their hearts when He predicted the proverb they would
quote to Him, which means: “Healer, take care of your own maladies and those in your own household
and community.” The implication being that He should provide the same miracles and cures to His
hometown (among His family and neighbors), that were ascribed to Him in Capernaum.
“Familiarity breeds contempt!” That’s the challenge of a prophet in his hometown. Everyone gains a
limited reputation in the community where his family dwells. Jesus’s reputation in His hometown was
relegated to being the son of Joseph the carpenter and as one raised and trained in that trade. They did
not know Him as one trained in the finest schools of thought and education. Perhaps that heightened
their amazement with the way He spoke – they didn’t expect anything like this could be possible from
anyone with the background they knew! Jesus reminded them of the healing ministries of Elijah and
Elisha, and that although there were many widows and leprous people in Israel, these prophets were not
sent to anyone but one widow in Zarephath of Sidon and Naaman the Syrian. No Israelites benefitted
from their healing ministries. This message infuriated His hearers and they drove Him out of town with
the intention of throwing Him down the cliff of the hill outside of town. They assumed from His words that
Jesus would be doing no miracles of healing among them, therefore they utterly rejected Him with the
intent to destroy His life! But He walked right through the crowd and continued on His mission. Popular
favor could not flatter Him and public animosity had no power to destroy Him!







Thank God for His amazing expressions of grace and truth made through His Son!
Praise God that He is not swayed, flattered or deterred from His purposes by public opinion.
Ask God to give you a discerning spirit when it comes to popular opinions.
Pray that you will trust in Christ even when He doesn’t answer your requests or perform the way
you want Him to!
Pray that we would not be guilty of putting God to the test.
Pray that your hometown prophet will faithfully minister God’s Word without seeking popularity.

Prayer Challenge: Don’t be a fair-weather believer and follower of Christ. Trust Him in answered and
unanswered prayers, in sickness and in health, in good times and in bad, in joys or in sorrow, in poverty
or wealth, in life and in death! No matter if the rest of your world forsakes Him, misuses His Name, turns
their backs on Him and utterly rejects Him, make it your purpose to stand firm with Him until the end!

#36 – Authority and Power
Luke 4:31-37 - Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath began to teach
the people. They were amazed at his teaching, because his message had authority. In the synagogue
there was a man possessed by a demon, an evil spirit. He cried out at the top of his voice, "Ha! What do
you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are--the Holy One
of God!" "Be quiet!" Jesus said sternly. "Come out of him!" Then the demon threw the man down before
them all and came out without injuring him.
All the people were amazed and said to each other, "What is this teaching? With authority and power he
gives orders to evil spirits and they come out!" And the news about him spread throughout the
surrounding area.
He performed no miracles in His hometown, but Jesus exercised His authority and power when He went
to Capernaum. He taught with authority – not the obnoxious pompous kind of “know-it-all” or arrogant
“smarter-than-you” authority, but with the message of one who was truly understanding of the Truth and
capable of articulating it clearly. He taught as one who had been there from the beginning and was a
first-hand witness to all that is right and true. He taught as one who had been the creator and author –
One who was indeed Himself THE TRUTH! And then… He turned around and validated His authority by
driving an evil spirit out a man who was possessed. His authoritative message was backed up with a
power that ordered demons and they obeyed!
While Jesus was teaching the people in the synagogue, there was a man possessed by an evil spirit.
This spirit challenged Jesus and His authority as he cried out at the top of his voice. This demon
recognized that the Holy One of God had arrived on the scene in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. The
spirit knew that this meant destruction to him and all his minions. He knew 1 John 3:8 was inevitable –
“The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.” And, he may well have realized
the message found in Hebrews 2:14 – “Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their
humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death--that is, the devil…” On
this occasion, Jesus merely silenced the demon and ordered him to come out of the man. After one short
final “fling” the demon came out without any injury to the man. Of course no one had ever experienced
such teaching and authority as this before – since God had never visited earth in human form prior to the
coming of Christ! This was indeed a most amazing moment in time! How could anyone who witnessed
such things remain silent about it? “And the news about Him spread…” Let there be no doubt, this
combination of authority and power bore witness to the deity of the One who exercised it! Only ONE can
destroy the devil’s work and silence his demons!







Thank God for His Omnipotence and Supreme Authority.
Worship the True God who revealed Himself and His power and authority in the person of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
Give thanks that the devil and his demons are subject to the authority of Christ Jesus.
Pray that the Lord Jesus will destroy the work of the devil in your sphere of relationships!
Pray that Christ’s authority and power will be realized and honored in our homes, neighborhoods,
communities, land and nation.
Pray that news about His power and authority will gain prime time attention around the world.

Prayer Challenge: Pray that those who claim the name of Christ will honor His power and authority as we
faithfully and fervently fulfill His Great Commission as He declared: "All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." – Matthew 28:18-20.

#37 – They Knew He Was The Christ
Luke 4:38-41 - Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now Simon's mother-in-law was
suffering from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to help her. So he bent over her and rebuked the fever,
and it left her. She got up at once and began to wait on them. When the sun was setting, the people
brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed
them. Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, "You are the Son of God!" But he rebuked
them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the Christ.
This account is recorded in each of the first three Gospels. It provides the insight that Peter was married
and, on this occasion, his wife’s mother was quite sick. Jesus was asked to help her. Those who asked
Him apparently knew something of His power and ability to make the sick well again and we all would do
well to intercede on behalf of the sick. Jesus did not disappoint them. He bent over Peter’s mother-inlaw, rebuked the fever and it left her! What manner of medical treatment was this – that simply rebukes a
fever and it leaves?!! Of course, WE KNOW that it was the power of God being revealed through His only
Son. The One who created her made her whole again! She responded immediately by getting up and
serving! Somehow the touch of God prompted a godly response to serve. The Son of God did not come
to be served but rather to serve! When we have been touched by such mercy and grace, our proper
response should be to serve as well!
Sabbath laws restricted travel on that day, so it’s not surprising that people waited to bring their sick loved
ones to Jesus when those laws were lifted at sundown. He laid His hands on them and, not only were
they all healed, but demons came out of many of them shouting that Jesus was the Son of God! THEY
KNEW that Jesus was the Christ! It is interesting that demons recognized Him, but His own people didn’t
(John 1:10,11). His entire life and ministry was a revelation of who He was so that people might know
Him and believe in Him. The angels announced His identity to the shepherds saying, “…he is Christ the
Lord.” (Luke 2:11). On one occasion Jesus asked His disciples who people thought He was. Their
responses indicated that the world did not know who Jesus was. Then Jesus asked THEM the same
question. Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” The religious leaders of that day
did not recognize Him or receive Him as the Messiah from God. However, many others became
convinced of His identity through His teaching and His miracles and as many as received Him and
believed on His name, He gave the right to become children of God (John 1:12). “Jesus did many other
miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have
life in his name.” (John 21:30,31). Do YOU KNOW that He is the Christ, the Son of God?







Thank God for the healing touches He has given in your life.
Show God your gratefulness by finding ways to serve others as you have been served.
Give thanks that God has made known to us His only begotten Son.
Pray that others in your sphere of influence will come to know who Jesus really is.
Pray that others will not only realize who He is but that they will believe it!
Pray that the Good News of who Jesus is will be made known around the world.

Prayer Challenge: Recognizing that knowing Christ makes all the difference for eternity, pray that you
may serve in ways that make Christ known in our world. As Jesus Himself prayed, "Father, the time has
come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you granted him authority over all people that
he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that they may know you,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” John 17:1-3.

#38 – They Wanted To Keep Him For Themselves
Luke 4:42-44 - At daybreak Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking for him and when
they came to where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving them. But he said, "I must preach the
good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent." And he kept
on preaching in the synagogues of Judea.
Jesus had just spent the previous day speaking at the synagogue, healing Peter’s mother-in-law, and
then spent much of the night ministering to crowds of sick and demon possessed people. As the sun
came up the Son went out – “out to a solitary place.” This is a pattern of Jesus’ behavior we can
recognize in Scripture. Prior to major events and following significant investments in souls, we may find
Jesus slipping away for some alone time with the Father. Of course people were important to Him, but
not more important than keeping intimate contact and fellowship with the Father. He came from the
Father. His mission was from the Father. His very life and being were completely wrapped up in the
Father and, when His mission was complete, He would return to the Father. He came to make the Father
known and to bring souls into a saving relationship with Him. Therefore, it was imperative that He
remained in close communion with the Father during His entire sojourn.
But, the crowds wanted to keep Jesus for themselves. They interrupted His intimate time with God and
tried to keep Him from leaving them. Hey, who wouldn’t join in their effort. This is the kind of person you
want to keep around. No worries about health care or demonic influence anymore, let’s just make sure
Jesus stays in our town! However, the crowds were not intimate with the Father! They did not yet know
the Father! They were not intimate with the Father’s heart and, they did not yet really know the Son!
Jesus said to them, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also,
because that is why I was sent.” It’s very easy for us humans to get sidetracked from our mission and
purpose when popular opinions and agendas seek to possess us. Not so with Jesus! He made certain
that He stayed near to the heart of God by finding those quiet times and places for prayer. This kept His
mission the priority, His vision clear, and His Spirit aflame as He set His sights on souls in the next towns
to which His itinerary directed Him.
He might well have said to those in Capernaum, “I know you want to keep me here to heal all your
sicknesses and cast out all your demons, and feed you, and make your life free of all problems. But
that’s not why I came to earth. My mission is to preach the Kingdom of God! This is not just one good
thing among many. It is THE ONE THING HE MUST DO! Healing people is wonderful! Feeding people
is wonderful! Casting out demons and freeing people from their bondage is wonderful! BUT, however
wonderful these things are, Christ would have been neglecting the one thing He was sent to do if He
neglected to preach the Kingdom of God. We too can do a lot of wonderful things that show love and
care to others, but if we fail to make known the Kingdom of God we will have failed to fulfill the purpose to
which we’ve been called!







Thank God for the wonderful things He has provided and accomplished in your life.
Make sure that you don’t limit Christ’s purpose in your life by just keeping Him for yourself.
Give thanks that Christ has made known to us the Kingdom of God.
Pray that others will hear the message of the Kingdom and be saved.
Pray that God’s Kingdom will come and that His will be done on earth as it is in heaven!
Pray for the message of the Kingdom to be spread around the globe – don’t keep it to yourself!

Prayer Challenge: “So do not worry, saying, `What shall we eat?' or `What shall we drink?' or `What shall
we wear?' For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”Matthew 6:31-33.

#39 – Teaching From the Boat
Luke 5:1-3 - One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the people crowding around
him and listening to the word of God, he saw at the water's edge two boats, left there by the fishermen,
who were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to
put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat.
Jesus “kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea.” That’s where chapter four ended. The message
of God’s Kingdom needed to be communicated in earnest. That’s why He came! And what better place
to make known the Father and His will than in the places dedicated to that purpose? Chapter five
answers that question with, how about the SEASHORE – communicating from a BOAT?!!
There was a day in history when Jesus was standing by the lakeside and people were crowding around
Him to hear the word of God. Luke details for us that Jesus had a choice of two boats that had been left
at the water’s edge by fishermen who were cleaning their nets. The fishermen were not part of the throng
that was pressing in on Jesus. No doubt they were watching with interest as they tended to their work.
At first consideration, it would seem that Jesus was merely using an available boat to separate Himself
from the crowd and create a pulpit from which to teach. However, we’re going to see that this teaching
from the boat was going to become much more intense – AFTER THEY SEPARATED FROM THE
CROWD and launched out to sea. The boat Jesus JUST HAPPENED TO CHOOSE belonged to Simon.
Simon was HOOKED! He became Jesus’ captive audience from the moment Jesus asked him to put the
boat out a ways from shore. Having done so, Jesus sat down and taught the people from the boat. This
would become the first of many lessons Jesus would teach Simon – FROM THE BOAT!
Did you ever think what it might be like to have Jesus in your boat? You’d get to hear the Word of God
directly from the author! Truth is, if you’re reading this right now, Jesus has already climbed into your
boat! Can you hear His words of life as He teaches about God’s kingdom? Are you ready to journey
wherever He commandeers your boat? Are you willing to do whatever He tells you? He just might ask
you to separate yourself with Him away from the crowds for a time. If you’re willing, He’ll take you to a
place where you can really hear the Word of God and get to know Him intimately!







Thank God for the day He walked along the shores of your life and climbed into your boat.
Don’t be afraid to separate yourself from the influence of the crowds so that you can really hear
the Word of God.
Give thanks that Christ has chosen your boat to be one where He does His best and most
important teaching.
Pray that others will also experience the blessing of having Jesus walk along their shores and
teach in their boat.
Pray that God’s Kingdom will come and that His will be done on earth as it is in heaven!
Pray for the message of the Kingdom to be spread around the globe – in synagogues, churches,
cathedrals, houses of worship, and yes, even along the water’s edge or, in the woods and fields,
factories and shopping malls, schools and places of recreation!

Prayer Challenge: Welcome Jesus into your boat and give Him authority to pilot the direction of your life.
Remember that it’s not all about asking God to come into your boat and to bless your decisions, your
journey and your endeavors. More importantly, it’s about asking Him to be the CAPTAIN of your ship! It’s
about giving Him the ownership of your boat! It’s about life in the Kingdom of God and praying that God’s
will be done! That’s different than praying, “My kingdom come and my will be done!”

#40 – Because You Say So
Luke 5:4-10 - When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water, and let down
the nets for a catch." Simon answered, "Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything.
But because you say so, I will let down the nets." When they had done so, they caught such a large
number of fish that their nets began to break. So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come
and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. When Simon Peter
saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!" For he and all his
companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, and so were James and John, the sons
of Zebedee, Simon's partners.
After Jesus gave His lesson from the boat, He directed Simon to launch out into the deep and put out his
fishing nets. Mind you, they had just returned from fishing hard all night without any success. Peter
made sure that Jesus was aware of this fact and then he added, “But because you say so,” I’ll do it!
Peter was making Jesus, at least, honorary captain of his ship. From his own experience and in his own
opinion, Peter wouldn’t be heading back out to the same water they just spent all night working in but,
because Jesus said so, that’s what he’ll do. “If You say so, Jesus, then we’ll do so!” They followed the
new Captain’s orders and “they caught such a large number of fish their nets began to break!” Following
their new Captain brought them abundant blessing from the same place that had left them empty and
unproductive when they were following their own plans and schedules. Have you ever found yourself
laboring in vain because your own plans and efforts didn’t include Jesus? Then you elected Him as
President of your life, and the very things you attempted previously have all of a sudden become fruitful,
because HE directed you to do it!
When they let down their nets, “they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break.”
This was a miraculous catch, so weighty that they needed to signal their partners in the other boat to
come and help. From the catch, they were able to fill the boats so full that they began to sink. Peter got
the message! He knew that he was in the presence of Holiness! In his conviction, he fell at Jesus’ knees
and confessed his sinful unworthiness to be anywhere near such intrinsic goodness. It is in obedience to
the Word of Christ that sinners discover who they really are and who Christ really is! Peter took Jesus at
His word. When he did WHAT JESUS SAID, he experienced a revelation of WHO JESUS WAS and an
overwhelming sense of HIS OWN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. We all would do well to follow Peter’s lead,
allow Jesus to Captain our boat and then do things, just because He said so! Fair warning though – you
just might discover HIS great righteousness and YOUR OWN sinfulness!







Thank God for the day He offered direction for your life through the Words of Christ.
Don’t be afraid to do something (maybe even something you’ve failed at before) just because He
tells you to do it.
When you recognize that the power of God is at work in your obedience to Christ, humbly bow at
His feet and give thanks.
Pray that others will be willing to take Jesus at His Word and, by so doing, discover the truth
about His identity.
Pray that God’s Kingdom will come and that His will be done on earth as it is in heaven!
Take time to include others in the bountiful blessings that result in obedience to Christ’s
directives!

Prayer Challenge: Make Jesus your Captain and Guide. Trust His orders and commands. Therefore, I
urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to
God--this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is-his good, pleasing and perfect will. – Romans 12:1,2

#41 – Life Changing Words
Luke 5:10,11 - Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now on you will catch men." So they
pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.
Upon experiencing the miraculous catch of fish, Peter and his companions were astonished and very
deeply emotionally affected. Jesus had some more life changing words for Peter. “Don’t be afraid!” We
humans are often apprehensive to make changes in our lives. We grow comfortable in our lifestyles,
habits, relationships and vocations, and we’re seldom eager let them go in exchange for new ones. We
are usually secure in what we know. Peter, James and John knew fishing and the sea. They were
secure in their relationships, their habits and their vocation. Jesus had a NEW plan and calling for them
so, to help them transition, He says, “Don’t be afraid.” They are on the verge of embarking on a whole
new journey that will form new lifestyles, habits and relationships. To prepare them Jesus uses these
three powerful words, “Don’t be afraid.”
His next three words separate the past from the future! “From now on…” Whatever you did and
whomever you were in the past, “from now on” that will be different! The future holds a different course
than the one you’ve been on so far, “from now on” things will change! This is as it should be! When the
Master of the universe calls you to a new life, FROM THAT POINT ON, things should change! Do you
remember who you were when Christ called you? Do you recall the habits, the values, the priorities, the
friends and the lifestyle changes that you began to make? From then on YOUR LIFE CHANGED!
And so, Jesus gave these men an entirely new purpose and calling in life! From a life of catching fish, He
charted an entirely new vocation for them, “from now on you will catch men.” Jesus had captured their
attention, their hearts, their minds, and their imaginations! He had captured their very lives! He did it with
a grace and truth that reflected the glory of the only begotten Son of God! From this point on, they were
going into the same business – catching souls and capturing hearts for God’s eternal glory!
Having heard these words of Christ, were they now afraid? Apparently not! “They pulled their boats up
on shore, left everything and followed Him.” They were ready and willing to leave behind their old
lifestyle, priorities, values and relationships. They were ready to leave their boats and the industry they
knew so well. They left it all behind to follow Jesus! They had heard powerful life-changing words and
they believed that their new calling was far superior to their old way of living. Oh friend, I hope you
believe that Christ Jesus has a life-changing call for you! If you’re not already experiencing it, I pray that
you’re ready and willing to leave the past behind and, FROM NOW ON, follow the Master in catching
souls!







Thank God for the day He spoke life changing words that delivered you from your fears.
Don’t be afraid to leave the past behind and trust God for the future.
Give thanks for the way in which Christ captured your attention, your heart and your soul.
Pray that others will be captured by the same Spirit that captured you!
Pray that God’s Kingdom will come and that His will be done on earth as it is in heaven!
Pray that you will be an effective witness for Christ to your sphere of influence!

Prayer Challenge: So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once
regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the
old has gone, the new has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and
gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting
men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore
Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's
behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God. – 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

#42 – The Lord Is Willing To Make You Clean
Luke 5:12-16 - While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came along who was covered with leprosy.
When he saw Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged him, "Lord, if you are willing, you can
make me clean."
Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" And immediately the
leprosy left him. Then Jesus ordered him, "Don't tell anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer
the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them." Yet the news about
him spread all the more, so that crowds of people came to hear him and to be healed of their sicknesses.
But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.
I sometimes enjoy entertaining myself by playing the keyboard. I’m not accomplished and I only play
songs I know in one key, so not many others would be very entertained. Some of my favorite songs to
play are the old hymns like, “There Is A Fountain Filled With Blood,” “What Can Wash Away My Sins? –
Nothing But the Blood of Jesus,” “There’s Power In The Blood,” and “The Cleansing Stream.” All of
these old songs clearly communicate the efficacy of Christ’s atonement – that is, our Lord’s suffering and
death on the cross is the effective means through which we may be cleansed from sin!
Sin leaves us in much the same state as this man who was covered with leprosy. It leaves us unhealthy,
unwanted and unclean. A person with leprosy was not welcome in society. Such people were obligated
to steer clear and avoid contact with the rest of the culture. They were “unclean” outcasts destined to a
life of scorn and shame. The man on this occasion “was covered with leprosy.” He apparently had a
wretched and horrid appearance as a result of his skin disease. He had a most undesirable lot in life.
Jesus was his only hope! He fell with his face to the ground and begged him, “Lord, if you are willing, you
can make me clean.” Would Jesus give such a one as him the time of day? Would He be willing to
entertain his request for cleansing? This man was convinced that Jesus was certainly able, but was He
willing?
Then Jesus did an amazing thing, He actually reached out His hand and touched the man! No one in
their right mind would ever touch a leper, for that would mean to become contaminated and to risk
catching the disease! But Jesus reached out and touched him, saying, “I am willing, be clean.” The
cleansing was IMMEDIATE! Christ demonstrated in His healing touch on this diseased man that there is
not a single soul that is too unclean for His mercy and grace! Those whom the Son sets free are free
indeed – IMMEDIATELY! Our Lord willingly left the splendor of heaven to save and cleanse sinners from
their sins! I don’t know about you, but I’m soooo glad He did! I’m thankful that He was willing, and I’m
also thankful that His salvation, His forgiveness and His cleansing are IMMEDIATE! Would He be willing
to save a wretch like me? Yes, our Lord is WILLING! And, He’s willing to make YOU clean as well!
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound… What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus!
What can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus!







Thank God for the day Jesus walked into your town and your life and gave you the chance for
cleansing.
Trust God’s mercy, His willingness and ability to cleanse you IMMEDIATELY from all sin.
Give thanks for the grace of God that saves you from sin.
Pray that others will trust Christ and experience His healing cleansing touch in their lives!
Celebrate God’s faithfulness to forgive and to cleanse us from sin when we confess our sins!
Praise God for the old hymns and gospel songs that worship the Savior and celebrate salvation
and cleansing from sin. Look them up, meditate on the words and give praise!

Prayer Challenge: Agree with God about any sin in your life. Acknowledge sin as sin. Confess, repent
and believe God. “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”
– 1 John 1:8,9.

#43 – Finding a Way to Bring a Friend to Jesus
Luke 5:17-19 - One day as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law, who had come from
every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem, were sitting there. And the power of the Lord was
present for him to heal the sick. Some men came carrying a paralytic on a mat and tried to take him into
the house to lay him before Jesus. When they could not find a way to do this because of the crowd, they
went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in
front of Jesus.
Sometimes people can be a hindrance, and sometimes people can be a help! This was one of those
days. Jesus was teaching in front of the religious leaders and teachers of the day who had come from all
over the country, and He was also healing the sick. There apparently was a very large crowd gathered
on this occasion. Some men (Luke doesn’t say how many), we tend to think four of them (one for each
corner of his bed), came carrying their paralyzed friend to Jesus. But they met with a ROADBLOCK of
people. There was just no way to get through the packed crowd to see Jesus. All those people that
engulfed the house were just NO HELP at all! However, these friends who had carried their paralyzed pal
were not men who were easily discouraged. They had brought their buddy this far and they were going to
finish what they started out to do! Together, they found a way to hoist this man to the roof. Together,
they made an opening in the roof, and Together, they lowered him on his mat, down through the middle of
the crowd (that had been no help), RIGHT IN FRONT OF JESUS! Sometimes people can be a
hindrance, and sometimes people can be a HELP! These men were a HELP! When it seemed that there
was no way, they FOUND a way! They were not about to miss out on this important opportunity for their
needy friend to meet Jesus!
Are you a HINDRANCE or a HELP to other needy souls who wish to meet Jesus? It can be easy to keep
Him all to ourselves and become a blockade that hinders others. We can enjoy His teaching, His
attention and our special association with Him and leave no room for anyone else to sidle in with us and
share the benefits of Christ. However, one of the most rewarding experiences in life can be to assist
someone else in gaining a personal audience with Jesus! Some people are just looking for someone who
knows Christ well enough to introduce them to Him! Are you one of those people who help others get to
Christ? Or, are you just a religious groupie who blocks Jesus from the reach of needy seekers? Jesus
was not pleased with those who are a hindrance. He said, "Woe to you…, you hypocrites! You shut the
kingdom of heaven in men's faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are
trying to.” (Matthew 23:13). And to the disciples that kept the children from coming to Him he said, “Let
the children come to me, and do not hinder them…” (Matthew 19:14). We may be either a source of
help, or a source of hindrance! We may be a part of the solution, or a part of the problem! Good friends
will assist the needy souls in their lives, and they will find a way - even when there are many others who
make a better wall than a hall when it comes to making their way to Jesus! What friend are you ready to
help find a way for? Don’t give up! When one door is closed… make a hole in the roof!







Praise God for the people in your life who made it possible for you to come to Christ.
Ask God to help you become one of those people who make it possible for others to come.
Give thanks for Christ’s power to forgive, heal and restore.
Pray that others may become conduits that lead people to Christ, rather than barriers!
Celebrate the fact that Christ MAY be reached – even if people seem to get in the way!
Praise God for those who do not give up on getting needy souls to Jesus, then - be one of them!

Prayer Challenge: Ask God to help you become an open door, a hallway or one who makes a hole in the
roof for those who would come to Christ. Pray that you are never a blockade, a wall or an obstacle that
hinders others who need to draw near to Jesus. Don’t just keep Jesus to yourself. His love and power
are big enough for the whole world!

#44 – A Defining Moment
Luke 5:20-26 - When Jesus saw their faith, he said, "Friend, your sins are forgiven." The Pharisees and
the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, "Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who
can forgive sins but God alone?" Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, "Why are you thinking
these things in your hearts? Which is easier: to say, `Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, `Get up and walk'?
But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins. . . ." He said to the
paralyzed man, "I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home." Immediately he stood up in front of them,
took what he had been lying on and went home praising God. Everyone was amazed and gave praise to
God. They were filled with awe and said, "We have seen remarkable things today."
The healing of the paralyzed man is a defining moment in the life and ministry of Jesus. This moment is
highlighted by some powerful statements and some all-important questions. The statement that sparked
it all was Jesus saying, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” That led the Pharisees and lawyers to ask two
SILENT questions. (1) “Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy?” (2) “Who can forgive sins but God
alone?” Jesus read their minds and responded with two powerfully challenging questions of His own. (1)
“Why are you thinking these things in your hearts?” (2) “Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’
or to say, ‘Get up and walk?’” Jesus is going to answer the questions that plague the minds of these
religious leaders, but there’s no indication that they ever provide an answer to His OPEN questions.
“Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy?” That He read their minds should have been their first clue!
Is it really blasphemy if the person who is forgiving sins really HAS the authority to do that? “Who can
forgive sins but God alone?” Their second question leads everyone to this defining moment! If this
“fellow” who speaks forgiveness can read your minds, is God incarnate, then GOD ALONE HAS forgiven
sins! Jesus accepts their questions and raises them one, “Why are you thinking these things in your
hearts?” They were skeptics and unbelievers – that’s why they thought those things in their hearts! As a
man thinks in his heart, so he is! (Prov. 23:7). “Which is easier…” requires them to think deeper in their
hearts! Is it easier to say, “Your sins are forgiven,” or to say, “Get up and walk?” If you don’t have
authority to make either one happen, neither one is easy! But, if you’re the Author and Creator of Life,
You will have the power and authority to SAY and DO BOTH! Jesus’ questions demand that they
reconsider WHY they think these things in their hearts, and freshly assess WHAT they believe about HIM!
“So that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins,” ends His discourse
with the religious skeptics, and now He turns all His attention to the needy man. “I tell you, get up, take
your mat and go home.” The man who had been paralyzed just moments earlier, now IMMEDIATELY
stood up, grabbed his mat, and promenaded home praising God! His miraculous transformation before
their eyes, caused the entire crowd to be amazed and join in praising God. No one gave Beelzebub the
credit this day. It was evident that this was a glory to God moment! So, who IS this fellow anyway? This
moment in time CLEARLY defines His identity and answers the question for anyone who is willing to be
honest in their judgment. He is the Word who became flesh and dwelt among us!







Thank God for the people in your life who had faith in Christ to heal, forgive and restore you.
Pray that you may be one of those people who have faith in Christ’s power to make others whole.
Give thanks for Christ’s authority to forgive, heal and restore.
Pray that others may witness the transformation in you and give praise to God!
Celebrate the fact that Christ is the author and Creator of Life!
Praise God that the Word became flesh and made His dwelling with us!

Prayer Challenge: Ask God to empower you to abstain from sinful desires which war against your soul.
Live such good lives among the unbelievers that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see
your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. – 1 Peter 2:11,12

#45 – Why Jesus Came
Luke 5:27-32 - After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax
booth. "Follow me," Jesus said to him, and Levi got up, left everything and followed him. Then Levi held a
great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with
them. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his
disciples, "Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and `sinners'?" Jesus answered them, "It is not
the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance."
Changed hearts, minds and lives were a significant part of Jesus’ mission. Would a rich man leave his
business and livelihood in exchange for what Jesus had to offer? Would a man who had formerly
devoted his life to making money, invite all his friends and associates and throw a huge party in honor of
Jesus to publicly declare his decision to leave everything follow Him? That would be Levi! Jesus came
into his life and wrought such a change in his mind and heart that his entire life was transformed. He left
everything that had previously consumed the majority of his thought, time, energy and passion so that he
would be free to follow Jesus!
As we noted, Levi did not do this privately. It seems obvious that he wanted everyone to know about this
important decision he had made. There was apparently a real mix of guests, from secular and business
associates to the religious elite, were included in this great banquet that he threw. The Pharisees and
religious lawyers used the occasion to submit a complaint to Jesus’ disciples. “Why do you eat and drink
with tax collectors and sinners?” Jesus stepped up and answered their question with one of the most
convicting statements of His ministry, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not
come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” These men were religious elitists who were
usually found cloistered in their own little groups of like-minded, self-absorbed, card-carrying Pharisees
and teachers of the law. Their sense of identity and purpose did not include making friends with sinners
and tax collectors. But Jesus was a physician that makes house calls! Previously we saw people
bringing the sick to Jesus, but here we note that Jesus is intent on going to the sick.
The general thinking of the religious Jews in those days was that you just don’t hang around known sick
people (lepers, tax collectors, sinners and the like) because they were unclean. No fine upstanding Jew
would contaminate himself by intentionally spending time with such people! This thinking created a holier
than thou attitude that Jesus addresses here. If you are healthy, or believe that you are, then you don’t
need a doctor! If you’re sick and you know it, then you welcome the wisdom and care of one who can
change your sickness and disease into wellness again!
It’s still the same today, if you don’t believe you are in need of a change in your life, then I guess He didn’t
die for you! If you are persuaded that you’re okay, then I guess you don’t need Jesus! But, if you know
that you are sick with sin and unrighteousness, then Jesus came for you! You too can do what Levi did –
leave all that behind and follow Jesus!







Thank God for a Savior who makes personal calls and home visits!
Praise God that He loves sinners enough to accept us like we are, but loves us too much to leave
us that way!
Give thanks for Christ’s call, His forgiveness and His healing grace.
Pray that others may recognize their need for Christ and welcome His transforming touch.
Celebrate your transformation with others as you share the changes Christ has made in you!
Praise God that whoever believes in His Son does not perish but has everlasting life!

Prayer Challenge: Sing with Charles Wesley, “And can it be that I should gain an interest in the Savior’s
blood? Died He for me, who caused His pain – for me, who Him to death pursued? Amazing love! How
can it be, that Thou, my God, should’st die for me? He left His Father’s throne above, So free, so infinite
His grace – Emptied Himself of all but love, And bled for Adam’s helpless race: ‘Tis mercy all, immense
and free, For O my God, it found out me! Long my imprisoned spirit lay, fast bound by sin and nature’s
night; Thine eye diffused a quickening ray – I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; My chains fell off, my
heart was free, I rose went forth and followed Thee.”

#46 – The Presence of the Bridegroom Makes All the Difference
Luke 5:33-35 - They said to him, "John's disciples often fast and pray, and so do the disciples of the
Pharisees, but yours go on eating and drinking." Jesus answered, "Can you make the guests of the
bridegroom fast while he is with them? But the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from
them; in those days they will fast."
John the Baptist’s ministry was characterized by a sober message and a strenuous schedule. Spiritual
disciplines would have been the norm for him and his close followers. Certain of the Pharisees would
have had similar reputations. They were known to be very serious minded and highly disciplined in their
daily practice of faith and life. The same Pharisees and teachers of the law that wondered why Jesus
partied with tax collectors and sinners, now press the issue of fasting and prayer – religious discipline!
“John’s disciples fast and pray, the disciples of the Pharisees do too, BUT NOT YOURS JESUS!” What’s
the deal? What kind of religious leadership is this anyway?
Jesus’ answer to their inquiry is intriguing. “Can you make the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is
with them?” John the Baptist had plainly stated that he himself was not the Bridegroom but the friend of
the Groom. Now, Jesus plainly identifies Himself as the BRIDEGROOM. His leadership is not about
RELIGION and spiritual disciplines, but rather it is about RELATIONSHIP that celebrates intimacy and
friendship with the One that the party is for! The Bridegroom is with us! We are His special friends and
guests! This is a time of joy and gladness! This is the season of the Lord’s favor! It’s time to recall His
inaugural Scripture reference: "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the
blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." – Luke 4:18,19.
There will come a time when Jesus’ disciples WILL fast and pray, but it won’t be for religious reasons! It
will be because the Bridegroom will be taken from them! There will come a time when the party will be
disrupted and the Bridegroom will be absent. Their loss of personal contact and interaction with the
Bridegroom will move His disciples to prayer and fasting. While He was with them, Jesus never turned
down a good celebration and His disciples enjoyed great freedom to party that disciples of the Pharisees
never experienced. Likewise today, the disciples of Christ may enjoy great spiritual freedom while we
know His presence. No need to go around somber and long-faced. This stands in bold contrast to all
other religions and their practices. Our Savior has sent His Spirit to be with us and in us. That intimate
and abiding relationship allows us to celebrate and enjoy the party in honor of the Bridegroom!
I was told today, by someone who has been observing me for some time, “You’re way too happy!”
“What’s the scoop with you?” I’m just a thankful disciple of Christ Jesus my Lord! I’m enjoying the party
that He’s prepared for His wedding guests! I’m so happy, and here’s the reason why – Jesus took my
burdens all away! Once my heart was heavy with a load of sin; Jesus took the load and gave me peace
within! Now I’m singing as the days go by; Jesus took my burden all away! There’s a party going on in
honor of the Bridegroom! I’m glad I was invited – it’s a terrific party! You’re invited too! Why not join in?







Thank God for the joy of knowing that our sins are forgiven!
Praise God for the gladness that results from being at peace with Him!
Give thanks for the happiness we experience because Jesus took our burdens all away!
Pray that others may join the celebration in honor of the Bridegroom.
Celebrate that Christianity is not a RELIGION but a RELATIONSHIP with the BRIDEGROOM!
Praise God that this RELATIONSHIP is one of Love, Joy, Peace… and it goes on forever!

Prayer Challenge: Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. Come, let us bow down in
worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture,
the flock under his care. – Psalm 95:1,2,6,7

#47 – The Problem With Patches and Wineskins
Luke 5:36-39 - He told them this parable: "No one tears a patch from a new garment and sews it on an
old one. If he does, he will have torn the new garment, and the patch from the new will not match the old.
And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the new wine will burst the skins, the wine will
run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, new wine must be poured into new wineskins. And no one
after drinking old wine wants the new, for he says, `The old is better.' "
Jesus told this parable to describe the challenge of the Gospel. People tend to grow comfortable in their
religious persuasions, like clothing they’ve worn and “broken in.” If the old garment gets torn or worn
through, we might be prone to try to prolong its usefulness by sewing a patch over the hole. Our Lord
makes the point that you don’t obtain your patch from a NEW garment to sew on the old one. There are
two major problems with that solution: 1) You would ruin the NEW garment, and, 2) The NEW cloth will
not match the OLD. Jesus has come bringing an entirely NEW garment for righteousness! The OLD
garment was THE LAW! The Pharisees were very comfortable in the OLD garment, but it was flawed!
The Law could not justify anyone! It was only good for pointing out sin and leaving the sinner guilty and
condemned. People could only be deemed righteous if they kept the Law in its ENTIRETY! James 2:10 “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.”
Galatians 3:10-12 - All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: "Cursed is
everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law." Clearly no one is
justified before God by the law, because, "The righteous will live by faith." The law is not based on faith;
on the contrary, "The man who does these things will live by them." Christ Jesus did not just come with
some new cloth to patch the OLD garment! He came with a new garment of righteousness by faith!
Romans 3:19-22 - Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so
that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. Therefore no one will be
declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.
But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the
Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.
In Biblical times goatskins were used to hold wine. As the fresh grape juice fermented, the wine would
expand, and the new wineskin would stretch. But a used skin, already stretched, would break if new wine
was poured into it. Jesus brought a newness that could not be confined within the old skin of religion and
law. People were attracted by many of Jesus’s teachings and they tried to fit them into their religious
traditions which were like OLD wineskins. Those OLD skins could not contain the NEW wine that was
fermenting in them! Ephesians 2:14,15 – “For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and
has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with its
commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus
making peace…” 2 Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has
gone, the new has come! Romans 8:3,4 - For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened
by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And
so he condemned sin in sinful man, in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met
in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.







Thank God for providing us with NEW garments of righteousness – not just patches for the OLD!
Praise God that we may have this garment of righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ!
Give thanks to God for the NEW wine of His Spirit and the NEW wineskin – faith in Christ Jesus!
Pray that others may receive God’s NEW garment and His NEW wine in the person of Christ.
Celebrate that Christianity is not a RELIGION but a RELATIONSHIP with the Son of God!
Praise God that this RELATIONSHIP is one that unites us with Him and His people forever!

Prayer Challenge: Remember that you are not coming to an unapproachable mountain that booms with
thunderous judgment and terror. You are coming before One who is eager to meet with you and
understands your heart. You are coming to Mount Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living
God! You come to thousands of angels joyfully assembled, to the church of the firstborn, whose names
are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made
perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new and BETTER covenant… - Hebrews 12:18-24.

#48 – Lord of the Sabbath
Luke 6:1-5 - One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and his disciples began to pick some
heads of grain, rub them in their hands and eat the kernels. Some of the Pharisees asked, "Why are you
doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?" Jesus answered them, "Have you never read what David did
when he and his companions were hungry? He entered the house of God, and taking the consecrated
bread, he ate what is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his companions." Then
Jesus said to them, "The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath."
Who determined the courses of the planets and the placement of the stars? Who established the position
of the sun and the moon? Who gave the earth its form and set it on its orbit? And who authorized time
and ordered day and night? Who decided that a week would be seven days and that the seventh day
should be a Sabbath rest – holy to the Lord? "Six days you shall labor, but on the seventh day you shall
rest; even during the plowing season and harvest you must rest.” (Exodus 34:21). The answer to these
questions has everything to do with this incident with Jesus’ disciples and the Pharisees. The One who
wrought all these things is Lord of them!
By the time of our Lord, the Jews had established dozens of laws concerning the Sabbath. These laws
gave specific direction about work and rest. In an attempt to regulate the Sabbath and keep it holy, there
were prohibitions on things like: Carrying, Burning, Extinguishing, Finishing, Writing, Erasing, Cooking,
Washing, Sewing, Tearing, Knotting, Untying, Shaping, Selecting, Sifting, Grinding, Kneading, Combing,
Spinning, Dyeing, Chain-stitching, Warping, Weaving, Unraveling, Building, Demolishing, Trapping,
Shearing, Slaughtering, Skinning, Tanning, Smoothing, Marking, Plowing, Planting, Reaping, Harvesting
Threshing, and Winnowing. The last of these was what the Pharisees complained about! “Why are you
doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?” There was nothing wrong with what they did except that they did
it on the Sabbath!
Jesus reminded them of what David did when he and his companions were hungry. He did what was
lawful only for the priests, and they ate the consecrated bread. Along with this reminder, Jesus declared,
“The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” The Pharisees, in their attempt to keep the Sabbath holy, had
made their Sabbath laws more significant than the remembrance of the One who established and
sanctified that day! Here Jesus is claiming to be the One who originally authorized the Sabbath and as
such, He is the Lord of the Sabbath! Jesus declared to His hearers that “the Sabbath was made for man,
not man for the Sabbath.” (Mark 2:27). And, He raised the questions: “If you had a sheep fall into the pit
on the Sabbath, wouldn’t you pull him out?”; “Is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath?” (Matthew 12:11,12).
Answer to both – YES, OF COURSE! Are not people more important than sheep? Is it not right to have
compassion on the Sabbath? Wouldn’t THAT honor the LORD of the Sabbath and His intentions for
creating it? So, as you consider the Day the Lord has made, consider the Lord of that Day and ask,
“What would Jesus do?”







Thank God for creating the Sabbath Day for us.
Praise God that the Sabbath wasn’t intended to be about laws and regulations!
Give thanks to God for His compassion and grace that’s not limited to six days a week!
Pray for deeper understanding of and appreciation for the Sabbath.
Celebrate faith that is not about LAWS but about a RELATIONSHIP with the Lord of the Sabbath!
Praise God that this RELATIONSHIP is one of practical love and compassion!

Prayer Challenge: Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as
we are--yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. (Hebrews 4:14-16).

#49 – Saving Life or Destroying it?
Luke 6:6-11 - On another Sabbath he went into the synagogue and was teaching, and a man was there
whose right hand was shriveled. The Pharisees and the teachers of the law were looking for a reason to
accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath. But Jesus knew what
they were thinking and said to the man with the shriveled hand, "Get up and stand in front of everyone."
So he got up and stood there. Then Jesus said to them, "I ask you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do
good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it?" He looked around at them all, and then said to the man,
"Stretch out your hand." He did so, and his hand was completely restored. But they were furious and
began to discuss with one another what they might do to Jesus.
Luke includes these accounts of Jesus and the Sabbath to demonstrate the legalism that opposed Him.
The Jews of His day observed very strict rules regarding the Sabbath. Religious leaders became furious
with Jesus for breaking their traditions. His crime was healing people on the Sabbath. Our Lord did not
allow traditions and rules of men to keep Him from doing good on the Sabbath. This is one of those
occasions. While He was teaching in the synagogue on the Sabbath, a man was there who had a
crippled right hand. It is interesting to note that the Pharisees were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus
and they were watching him closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath. Jesus made it easy for them
by telling the man with the shriveled hand to stand up in front of everyone. He was about to boldly violate
their rules and traditions in plain view of everyone! However, before doing so, He asked them a question,
“Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it?”
Jesus looked around at all of them. The question he raised required them to consider whether it is more
important to honor God or worry about those who imposed the laws and traditions of men? I wonder how
they reacted to His gaze. Is life precious? Do souls matter? God thinks so! Jesus then said to the man,
“Stretch out your hand.” He did so, and his hand was COMPLETELY RESTORED!” Wow! The
compassion and power of God was displayed before their very eyes – in a practical “handy” sort of way!
This was a thrilling moment of healing for this man! The power and compassion of God had restored the
full function of his hand. We might now consider him to be Christ’s right hand man!
But the Pharisees and teachers of the law weren’t happy – they were FURIOUS! Jesus had
demonstrated more regard for this man and his condition than he did for their rules regarding the
Sabbath! So they began to discuss what they might do to Jesus. You see, He threatened their
establishment. He upset their rules and laws – their mode of operation. That was more than they could
handle. No one has ever addressed the needs of us humans more effectively and compassionately than
Jesus! Yet, there were those who hated Him for it because He didn’t do it within the confines of their
rules. Everyone would do well to consider the point that Peter and John made when they were accused
of doing something good in Jesus’ name and told not to do that any longer by the authorities. They said,
“Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God’s sight to obey (man) rather than God.” Acts 4:19.
Governments of men may make laws, policies and decrees, but if they’re in conflict with the laws of God
then we should not be hesitant to be like Peter and John, Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, who
were all determined to do what was right in the sight of God. Life is precious, souls matter, God is good!







Thank God for loving us humans more than laws!
Give praise that Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath – He came not to destroy the law but to fulfill it!
Give thanks to God for His compassion and grace that do not destroy life but save it!
Pray that those who are legalistic will see that the letter of the law kills but the Spirit gives life!
Celebrate faith that is not about LAWS but about a RELATIONSHIP with the Lord of the Sabbath!
Praise God that this RELATIONSHIP is one of practical love and compassion!

Prayer Challenge: Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God
forgave you. Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ
loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 4:32 – 5:2).

#50 – He Came Down Our Level
Luke 6:12-19 - One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying
to God. When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also
designated apostles: Simon (whom he named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip,
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called the Zealot, Judas son of
James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.
He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was there and a great
number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coast of Tyre and Sidon, who had
come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those troubled by evil spirits were cured, and the
people all tried to touch him, because power was coming from him and healing them all.
Jesus was about to select key members to His team who would be responsible to represent the Kingdom
of God to the whole world by becoming heavenly-minded and earthly good! Since this mission was all
about redeeming mankind, it was essential that He select reliable men who would be qualified to teach
others the truths of the Kingdom. So, one day He ascended to a mountainside to pray, and spent the
entire night in heavenly places, praying. The next morning He called many of His disciples and chose a
few (twelve) from among them to be His special agents, entrusted with the message of the Kingdom. His
nightlong communion with the Father had clarified for Him those who would make up this team of
Kingdom representatives, and Luke names the twelve men chosen to be His agents and messengers.
The Kingdom of Heaven reached to earth and included humans of all kinds of backgrounds – even one
that would eventually betray the King! These agents would be trained to make disciples of other reliable
people who would in turn be qualified to teach others!
It’s somewhat intriguing to me that the Gospel writer describes the next place Jesus took the twelve as “a
level place.” This simple little expression is easily lost in the narrative but describes the love of God in the
simplest of terms – He came down to our level and made us equal with Himself! He found common
ground with man. He embraced the crowds from all over the land, the diseased and those troubled by
evil spirits, demonstrating that every soul mattered to God. The power of God flowed freely from Jesus
and He healed them all! What grace! What humility! What power! That God should love sinners like us!
He initiated the action that would put US on the same level with HIM! HE CAME DOWN to our level! He
loved us right where we were, but too much to leave us there! Right there, on their level, Jesus healed
and restored men and women to wholeness, letting them experience the power and love of God, and
gave them freedom to live and relate to Him in a new way.







Thank God for loving us humans enough to come down to our level – and then lift us up!
Give thanks for God’s grace that embraces us – even while we are sinners!
Give thanks to God for His compassion that heals our diseases and restores us to wholeness!
Give thanks that God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world but to save the
world through Him!
Give thanks that Christ, though He was rich became poor for our sakes, and though He was
without sin He became sin for us!
Give thanks that He has chosen you to be an agent of His Kingdom to spread the Good News!

Prayer Challenge: Remember and give thanks that God so loved the world He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believed in Him would not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His
Son into the world to condemn the world, but rather to save the world through Him! WHOEVER believes
is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already because he has not believed in
the only begotten Son.
Remember and give thanks that, He who knew no sin, became sin for us that we might become the
righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21) And now, let the weak say, “I am strong.” Let the poor say, “I
am rich.” Because of what the Lord has done! Give thanks with a grateful heart! Give thanks unto the
holy One! Give thanks, because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son!

#51 – Blessing and Reward
Luke 6:20-23 - Looking at his disciples, he said: "Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom
of God. Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for
you will laugh. Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject
your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. "Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your
reward in heaven. For that is how their fathers treated the prophets.
Poverty… hunger… mourning… and being rejected as evil, are interesting prerequisites for receiving
blessing and reward. Yet, that’s exactly what this “sermon on the plain” teaches! Similar to Matthew’s
“Sermon on the Mount,” it’s very clear that Jesus was not referring to PHYSICAL poverty and hunger.
The beatitudes of the Kingdom emphasize poverty of spirit, sorrow for wrongdoing and hunger for
righteousness. The blessings of God’s kingdom go to those meek persons who recognize their spiritual
depravity, and they hunger enough for righteousness that they actually mourn and grieve over their
impoverished and sinful condition. These blessings that God promises to contrite souls are: citizenship in
the Kingdom of God, and a spirit of joy that can’t help but sing, “Hallelujah, I have found Him whom my
soul so long has craved! Jesus satisfies my longing; through His blood I now am saved!” Soul
satisfaction, joy unspeakable and full of glory – these are the blessings that belong to the humble poor
who desperately hunger for righteousness and weep over their condition.
This path of humility, which includes hunger for righteousness and sorrow for sin, however, is not the
route that people typically travel in their pursuit of happiness. The broad way to find happiness is filled
with souls that soon fall into even more sinful deceptions - deceptions that may provide temporary
pleasure and satisfaction but wind up only creating more sorrow and destruction. This popular
expressway often contributes to an attitude that causes those who cruise that road to despise the humble
souls who travel the straight and narrow!
“Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil,
because of the Son of Man.” Jesus points out that this foul treatment actually represents something
greater than being hated, excluded, insulted and rejected. This is a sign for great rejoicing because you
have become a fellow citizen with the prophets who will inherit a rich reward in heaven! So when you feel
you’ve lost your way, gotten on the wrong path, then swallow your pride, humble yourself, sorrow over
waywardness, acknowledge your sin, seek God’s counsel and His righteousness, let Him satisfy your soul
and renew your joy.







Thank God for blessing that favors the humble and meek!
Give thanks for the joy that comes from knowing Christ and being included in His forever family!
Give thanks to God for His blessings that satisfy the longings of our soul.
Pray that those who travel the broad way of destruction will come to their senses, realize the error
of their way, understand their great need and pursue the way that leads to life!
Give thanks for faith that trusts God even when others despise you and reject you because of that
faith!
Give thanks that God will keep His promise of reward in heaven to those who are rejected by men
on account of their faithfulness to Christ!

Prayer Challenge: Pray that you may live in harmony with others, that you will be sympathetic, love as
dear family, and that you may be compassionate and humble. Don’t repay evil with evil or insult with
insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. For,
"Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful
speech. He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord
are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer…” - 1 Peter 3:8-12

#52 – Woes of Riches and Popularity
Luke 6:24-26 - "But woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort. Woe to you who
are well fed now, for you will go hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep. Woe to
you when all men speak well of you, for that is how their fathers treated the false prophets.
Rich… well fed… happy… and well liked, are interesting targets for woe, yet, that’s exactly what Jesus
declares as the counterpoint to the blessing and reward He pronounced in the previous verses. These
three verses are the antithesis of those. In the Gospels, Jesus had much to say about the wealthy who
trust in their riches: The Rich Young Ruler, The Rich Man and his Barns, The Rich Man and Lazarus, and
the Church of Laodicea.
After meeting with “The Rich Young Ruler,” Jesus told His disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich
man to enter the kingdom of heaven.” And, “it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." - Matthew 19:23,24. In the parable of the rich man whose
fields produced such a good crop that he decided he would tear down his barns and build bigger ones,
"God said to him, `You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what
you have prepared for yourself?' Then Jesus made this application - "This is how it will be with anyone
who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God." – Luke 12:20,21. Each of these narratives
speak to the woes of trusting in riches.
The woes continue in the Luke 16 story of the rich man and Lazarus. After they both had died, Lazarus
was carried to Abraham’s side while the rich man was in hell where he was in torment. Looking for relief,
he begged for a drop of water, "But Abraham replied, `Son, remember that in your lifetime you received
your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony.
And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go
from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.' And in Revelation 3:17, addressing
the woeful state of the Church of Laodicea, the Lord of the Church declared, “You say, `I am rich; I have
acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind
and naked.”
Jesus also warns that the kind of popularity that finds everyone’s complementary favor is really not the
position you want to be in – unless you think that the false prophets are a great group to identify with!
The false prophets were well-liked and given positions of high esteem in the public eye. They were
known for speaking what the people wanted to hear, as opposed to speaking the truth as messengers of
God. The future is not pretty for those who choose popularity over God’s truth!







Thank God for riches that don’t need money, popularity or power to obtain and enjoy!
Pray for those who are rich in money but poor toward the things of God!
Give thanks to God for treasures that last forever and keep investing in them.
Pray that those who trust in money will be awakened to the deception of such riches.
Give thanks for the value God has placed on your life and the investment He has made in Christ
Jesus on your behalf!
Pray for those who spend their entire lives seeking wealth, fame, position, popularity and power,
that they will come to see the vanity of such pursuits!

Prayer Challenge: Remember that those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into
many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a
root of all kinds of evil. Pray for those people who, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and
pierced themselves with many griefs. - 1 Timothy 6:9,10. Pray that God will fill our hearts with values,
priorities, principles and attitudes that bring true and lasting riches that monetary wealth can never buy!

#53 – Sons of the Most High
Luke 6:27-36 - "But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless
those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him
the other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. Give to everyone who
asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. Do to others as you would
have them do to you. "If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even `sinners' love those
who love them. And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even
`sinners' do that. And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you?
Even `sinners' lend to `sinners,' expecting to be repaid in full. But love your enemies, do good to them,
and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be
sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is
merciful.
LOVE my ENEMIES? Do GOOD to those who HATE me? BLESS those who CURSE me? PRAY for
those who MISTREAT me? TURN THE OTHER CHEEK to someone who STRIKES me? GIVE even
more to those who TAKE from me? What kind of teaching is THIS? THIS IS HARD STUFF!!! Friends,
this is what God our Savior has to deal with all the time – FROM YOU AND ME! While we were still His
enemies He loved us! While we still hated Him, He was good to us! Even when we may have cursed
Him, yet He blessed us! When we mistreated His Son and scorned the Father, He forgave us! When we
struck out at the Lord of Glory, He turned the other cheek – many times! He not only gave His cloak, but
His undergarment as well and He hung naked on the cross for us! Wow! Think about it!
“Do to others as you would have them do to you.” We all know that this is NOT our nature! Yet, it’s the
most profound principle for implementation by any society that wishes to thrive and be healthy! If
everyone treated everyone else the way they would want to be treated there would be no need for courts
of law, judges or prisons! Relationships would be perfect! We would not hate our brother or steal from
our neighbor! We would all tell the truth and act kindly toward one another! But, this is NOT our nature!
So, in order for this profound principle to become effective, we must be BORN AGAIN with a NEW nature
- a nature that harmonizes with God’s nature – indeed IS, THE VERY NATURE OF GOD!
“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?” Sinners love and do good to those who love
and do good to them! They also lend, expecting to be repaid in full! Jesus instructs His disciples to love,
do good and to give UNCONDITIONALLY! What’s the BENEFIT? It is recognition as offspring of the
King of kings! What greater reward than to be known as a child of God? God is merciful and kind to the
ungrateful and the wicked. His offspring behave just like He does! Believe me, it is godly to love those
who hate you, to do good to those who curse you and to give unconditionally! Anyone who does this
must have the love of God in their hearts! They are SONS OF GOD! “He causes his sun to rise on the
evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” – Matthew 5:45.







Thank God for loving you while you were still His enemy - opposed to Him and His will.
Pray that you will be obedient to love others as God has loved you, even before they love you!
Give thanks that, while we were still sinners Christ hung naked on the cross for us!
Pray that those who are called by His name will treat others as we would want to be treated.
Give thanks for the royal position God has given us as His children. Pray that we may live like we
are children of God, showing His mercy and love to others who don’t deserve it.
Pray that the mercy and kindness we show to other sinners will lead them to faith in Christ Jesus.

Prayer Challenge: Praise God that, “…at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for
the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might
possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.” - Romans 5:6-8. Remember Jesus’ words regarding the family of God, “…whoever does the
will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother." - Matthew 12:50. Ask God to empower
you to reflect the mercy, love and generosity that He lavished on you in Christ Jesus!

#54 – Don’t Judge, Don’t Condemn – Give!
Luke 6:37-38 - "Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed
down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it
will be measured to you."
“Do not judge…” “Do not condemn…” this is Jesus condemning unjust and hypocritical judging of others.
It is NOT Jesus dismissing our responsibility for discerning right and wrong! In just a few more verses He
instructs His followers in recognizing good and bad in others. Our Lord is keenly aware of the propensity
of human sinful nature to give self a license and condemn others for the very same things we do
ourselves! Hypo-critical judgment and condemnation of others is anathema to the Spirit of God, who did
not send His Son into the world to condemn the world but rather to save it! God is the only righteous
judge, because of His perfect wisdom for every situation, His perfect knowledge of every motive and His
perfect love for every soul!
Instead of nurturing judgmental and condemning attitudes, Jesus instructs us to “give” and “forgive.” God
so loved the world that He GAVE – His one and only Son! When we give and forgive we are treating
others as we would want to be treated, and we are acting in the same spirit that God has toward us!
Judgmental and hypo-critical people set themselves up for the judgment and condemnation of others,
whereas a giving and forgiving person sets himself up to receive forgiveness and good things from
others! God Himself operates on this principle. It was His confidence that in giving His Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for sin that He would gain children of faith who would love and enjoy Him forever!
Jesus also speaks of the “measure” of our giving. If we measure out our giving with a thimble, then that’s
the measure we’ll receive back in – with the exception that it will be heaped up, pressed down, shaken
together and running over! Or, if we measure out our giving in a wheel barrow or a dump truck, that’s the
measure we’ll receive back in, with the same heaped up, pressed down, shaken together, running over
principle.
So many worry that, if they give, they won’t have anything left for themselves. They also fret that if they
forgive, they will be taken advantage of and they’ll get walked all over. Yet, Jesus is teaching that it is in
forgiving that we are forgiven and it is in giving that we receive even more! Forgiveness and Giving are
investments that lay up treasures in heaven! The interest rate is “out of this world!” Won’t you let the
Spirit of God fill your heart with a love that invests in souls like He does – in forgiveness and in giving,
rather than in judgment and condemnation!







Thank God that He did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save it!
Pray that you will not show a hypocritical spirit of judgment that condemns others for doing the
same things you are guilty of doing!
Give thanks that God is a righteous judge, perfect in wisdom, understanding and love!
Pray that those who are called by His name will perfect the grace of giving and forgiving.
Give thanks that God so loved the world that He GAVE! Praise God for His giving nature and the
gifts He has given to us.
Pray that forgiveness and giving will replace judgment and condemnation in our lives.

Prayer Challenge: Pray that God’s Word may dwell in your heart richly, that you may experience the full
measure of His joy within you. Pray that, though you are in the world, God will protect you from the evil
one. Ask God to sanctify you by the truth of His Word! Remember that as God sent His Son into the
world, so has Christ sent you into the world. Pray that you may become one with all other believers in
Christ, just as the Father is in the Son and the Son is in the Father. May we all also be in them that the
world may believe that God sent His Son. May we be one as the Father and Son are one: Christ in us
and us in Christ. May we be brought to complete unity to let the world know that God sent His Son and
has loved them even as He has loved His Son. - John 17:13-23

#55 – Can the blind lead the blind?
Luke 6:39,40 - He also told them this parable: "Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall
into a pit? A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher.
Nature and common sense teach us that it’s plain stupidity for a blind person to rely upon another blind
person’s guidance through a terrain of pitfalls and snares. Yet, Jesus raises this question in recognition
that human nature is not always very sensibly selective in its choices for life guides. It’s our individual
responsibility to recognize the difference between blind guides and those who lead by the truth.
Isaiah 56 describes Israel’s watchmen as blind and thereby defines the blindness Jesus referenced.
These blind guides lacked knowledge, understanding and leadership. They were in charge of watching
the sheep, but Isaiah describes them as dogs with no bark or bite when it comes to things that may
threaten harm to the sheep. They’re lazy bums who lie around and dream, they love sleep, recreation
and vacation. These dogs have voracious appetites for whatever they can consume from the flock!
They’re self-serving and greedy with abusive addictions to alcohol. They are incapable of teaching
anyone how to recognize danger, how to be ambitious and productive, how to be content with food,
clothing and shelter, or to be sober and benevolent. Jesus says, that the students of these watchmen will
become just like them! How can such people lead a nation anywhere but straight into the pit?
In Matthew 15, the Pharisees were offended because Jesus called them “blind guides.” These spiritual
leaders did not truly and intimately know God and yet they assumed authority to teach others about Him.
They knew the Law of Moses, but they did not know the One who gave it. If they had, they would love
what God loves and His precepts would be on their hearts - they would love Him! The Pharisees were
more concerned with laws and ceremonies that addressed the importance of being PHYSICALLY clean.
Jesus told them that it was more important to have a clean heart than to have clean hands. He
proclaimed that the heart is the launching pad for unclean behaviors like: evil thoughts, murder, adultery,
sexual immorality, stealing, lying and slander. These are what make a man unclean. If you try to clean
up a man from the outside, you are blind to the real problem! You would make just as much progress
cleaning up a pig, putting a ribbon on it and dressing it in finery – in the end, YOU STILL HAVE A PIG!
Laws and instructions that think they can correct issues of the heart is pure blindness! More than outward
reform and cleaning, transformation that begins in the heart is what is needed!
Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will
become blind." - John 9:39. Some Pharisees indignantly wondered if Jesus was including them in His
reference. Jesus said, "If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can
see, your guilt remains.” These Pharisees become Jesus’ best example of blind guides. Their actions
betray their insistence that they are enlightened. They travel far and wide to obtain disciples who will
follow them. The fruit of their instruction is more teachers who are twice the sons of hell that they are
(Matthew 23:15). The blind cannot lead the blind anywhere but into the pit – the pit of hell!







Thank God for opening the eyes of the blind through the light of truth!
Pray for those who yet walk in darkness, that they may be guided into the light!
Give thanks that God has won your heart, forgiven your sins and is transforming your life!
Pray that those whose hearts have not yet experienced the transforming love of God.
Give thanks that God’s Spirit does not keep us in the dark but guides us into all truth!
Pray that the eyes of the blind will be opened to see the blindness of their current guides.

Prayer Challenge: Pray that the people walking in darkness may see a great light; that those living in the
land of the shadow of death may have the light turned on! Remember that you are a chosen people, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who
called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.

#56 – Visually Impaired Hypocrites
Luke 6:41,42 - "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the
plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, `Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,'
when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your
eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.”
This word of rebuke is strongly connected with the previous verses where Jesus describes the
foolishness of the blind leading the blind. Christ continues to use the analogy of sight to make his points
about our foolish behaviors. We may not be completely blind in our attempts to lead others or in telling
them what they need to do, however, we may have visual impairments that can create some very real
problems just as well. Jesus paints an exaggerated picture in our mind of a man who has the equivalent
of a 1”x 8” x 6’ plank protruding from his eye. Strangely, this man is more consumed with trying to
remove a speck of sawdust that is in his brother’s eye than he is with the plank in his own eye. The
illustration demonstrates a ludicrous hypocrisy. Jesus illuminates the foolishness of a person who
ignores his BIG problem while insisting that his brother’s SMALL problem must be corrected.
Leaders, Pastors, Teachers, Counselors, and Politicians, Social workers, Life Coaches and the like
should pay special attention to this word. Before you attempt to address the problems in other people’s
lives, make sure you deal with your own baggage and issues first! If you are not whole and producing
good things in your own life, how can you lead, correct, teach, counsel or effectively encourage those
things in someone else? Get real! Honestly deal with your own issues, short comings and sins, then you
can see clearly to remove the problems and sins in others. While this word is for everyone, we who lead,
preach, teach and counsel are much more accountable!
The Apostle Paul picks up on this theme and deals with similar hypocrisy in Romans 2:17-24 - Now you, if
you call yourself a Jew; if you rely on the law and brag about your relationship to God; if you know his will
and approve of what is superior because you are instructed by the law; if you are convinced that you are
a guide for the blind, a light for those who are in the dark, an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of infants,
because you have in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth-- you, then, who teach others, do
you not teach yourself? You who preach against stealing, do you steal? You who say that people should
not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? You who brag
about the law, do you dishonor God by breaking the law? As it is written: "God's name is blasphemed
among the Gentiles because of you."
Jesus condemns hyper critical attitudes from those who have similar, perhaps far greater, problems and
issues than the people they are critical of. It is a call for all of us to step back, take a closer look at
ourselves and attend to our corrections before we try to fix others!







Thank God for His rebuke of hypocrisy!
Pray that you may be aware of the corrections you need to make in your own life and that you will
have the courage and initiative to make those changes!
Give thanks for God’s mercy and forgiveness that empowers transformation in our lives!
Pray that others may recognize God’s mercy in your transformation and desire the same Spirit of
grace to work in their lives.
Ask God to help you deal with the faults of others in the same way that He has dealt with yours!
Pray that you may have clear vision and be in the place where you may help others see clearly.

Prayer Challenge: Pray that you may rid yourself of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander
of every kind. Like a newborn babe, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your
salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. – 1 Peter 2:1-3.

#57 – ID’d By Our Fruit
Luke 6:43-45 - "No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. Each tree is recognized
by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes from briers. The good man brings
good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored
up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.
The heart is the storehouse for motives that lead to actions. Christ’s words conflict with the popular
expression, “Just follow your heart!” He would say, if your heart has evil stored in it, following your heart
will produce something evil! Cain was an early model of this truth. The LORD said to Cain, "Why are you
angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do
what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it." – Genesis
4:6,7. Cain’s heart was storing up evil and that evil was eager to find its expression – in the murder of his
brother! Jeremiah 17:9,10 tells us, “The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who
can know it?” I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, Even to give every man according to his ways,
According to the fruit of his doings.” NKJV.
The Bible I.D.’s all of us as wayward, worthless and no good. “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each
of us has turned to his own way…” (Isaiah 53:6). And, the Apostle Paul records, “As it is written: "There
is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. All have
turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one."
(Romans 3:10-12). We ALL have a heart problem – no exceptions! “For out of the heart come evil
thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.” (Matthew 15:19). Our
words are also indicators of what’s in our hearts and we will be held just as accountable for what we SAY
as what we DO! Jesus said, “For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks. The good man brings
good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up
in him. But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word
they have spoken…" (Matthew 12:36,37).
John I.D.’d the religious leaders who came to where he was baptizing. He said: "You brood of vipers!
Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not
think you can say to yourselves, `We have Abraham as our father.' I tell you that out of these stones God
can raise up children for Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not
produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. (Matthew 3:7-10). Laws, religion, money,
education can’t do it! Not even being born into the right family can fix this heart problem. We ALL need a
NEW heart – a GOOD one, one that will be filled with goodness and produce good fruit. Galatians
5:22,23, identifies the fruit from a GOOD heart: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. This passage also identifies that good fruit is the result of a
heart that has welcomed the Spirit of God through faith in Jesus Christ. We must be born again!







Ask God to purify your heart so that your words and deeds may reflect goodness!
Pray that you may produce fruit that demonstrates your change of heart!
Give thanks for God’s grace and mercy that empowers transformation in our lives!
Pray that love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control
will be the fruit of your life.
Pray that others may also get a new heart that beats with the Spirit of Christ!
Pray that your identity may be established by the fruit you bear in Christ Jesus.

Prayer Challenge: Pray that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please Him in every way:
bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power
according to His glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully give
thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of
light. – Colossians 1:10-12.

#58 – Lord, Lord
Luke 6:46-49 - "Why do you call me, `Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? I will show you what he is like
who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice. He is like a man building a house,
who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but
could not shake it, because it was well built. But the one who hears my words and does not put them into
practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent
struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete."
Do titles mean something? Is there a proper measure of regard that belongs to particular titles? If
someone calls you “Coach,” would you expect them to put into sincere practice what you ask of them? If
you are “Mom” or “Dad,” should you not be worthy of the loving honor and obedience of your children?
Could we not say the same thing for the title roles of “Teacher,” “Pastor,” “Judge,” “Officer,” “Boss,”
“Professor,” “Doctor,” and etc.? If we claim any of these people to be “ours” personally in the titles they
bear, should we not follow their instruction, program, counsel, advice, or commands? If we do not, can
we really claim them to be our mentors, leaders and officials? I think not! Is not the same thing true of
Christ Jesus? If we call Him “Lord,” should we not do what He tells us?
Jesus illustrated what it would be like for the person who really hears Him and puts His words into
practice. Such a person is just like a man who laid a solid foundation for his house. The words of Christ
are fundamental for those who call Him “Lord.” They are a SOLID foundation; one that floods and storms
cannot shake! Those who truly practice His Lordship, build their lives on His words. His word is more
important than their feelings or preferences! Such people “deny themselves, take up their cross and
follow Him daily!” It’s not about “them,” it’s all about the Word of the Lord! If Jesus is Lord, His words are
more important than personal opinions and desires, and will provide a safety through every life challenge!
However, for those who hear His words and do NOT put them into practice, a fateful collapse and
destruction is imminent! No matter how passionately they address Him as “Lord,” their neglect of putting
into practice what He has said will become to them like a house without any foundation. Such a structure
has no constitution for withstanding the torrential onslaughts that life will surely bring! “Nevertheless,
God's solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: "The Lord knows those who are his," and,
"Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness." In a large house there
are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some are for noble purposes and some
for ignoble. If a man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be an instrument for noble purposes, made
holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work.” - 2 Timothy 2:19-21.







Pray that you may be a true disciple of Christ, putting into practice what He tells you!
Ask God to reveal those places in your life that you may not be doing what He says.
Give thanks for the Word that establishes a sure foundation for life and godliness!
Pray that you may be willing and faithful to deny yourself, take up your cross and follow the Lord
Jesus in everything - especially in areas where your will may be in conflict with His words.
Pray that others may also truly desire the Lordship of Jesus Christ in their lives!
Pray for those may hear the words of Christ, but do not put them into practice.

Prayer Challenge: Pray that you may be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry. Get rid
of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can
save you. Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who
listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after
looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who looks intently
into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but
doing it--he will be blessed in what he does. – James 1:19-25.

#59 – Great Faith
Luke 7:1-10 - When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing of the people, he entered
Capernaum. There a centurion's servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. The
centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his
servant. When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, "This man deserves to have you do
this, because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue." So Jesus went with them. He was not far
from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: "Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I do not
deserve to have you come under my roof. That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to
you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I myself am a man under authority, with
soldiers under me. I tell this one, `Go,' and he goes; and that one, `Come,' and he comes. I say to my
servant, `Do this,' and he does it." When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the
crowd following him, he said, "I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel." Then the men
who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well.
“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (Hebrews 11:1). This is
what Jesus commends the centurion for. The commander’s faith “AMAZED” Jesus. Scripture records
only one other time that Jesus was amazed. That time it was not because of someone’s faith, but
because of UNBELIEF – the unbelief of His hometown, Nazareth! Mark 6:5,6 records, "He could not do
any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. And he was amazed at their
lack of faith.” Although he was a gentile, the centurion had shown great favor to the Jews and provided
for the construction of the synagogue in Capernaum. He was highly respected and his influence was so
profound that “elders of the Jews” were willing to represent his concern for a sick servant to Jesus. They
came to Jesus and made a strong case for the centurion’s worthiness of Christ’s attention and mercy to
go and heal the highly valued servant. Apparently their testimony on the centurion’s behalf persuaded
Jesus to respond favorably and he went with them.
On route to the man’s house they were met by more of the centurion’s friends who delivered another
message. “Lord… I don’t deserve to have you come under my roof… I did not even consider myself
worthy to come to you.” With this brief statement, the centurion properly acknowledges the reverence
due to the “King of Kings” and “Lord of Lords!” There is NO ONE deserving to have Jesus come under
their roof, and NO ONE is worthy to come to Him! This awareness is where faith must begin for
everyone! The centurion’s friends continued with his message, “But say the word and my servant will be
healed.” As a commander of 100 men, he understood authority. He was under the authority of his
superiors and held authority to command those under his own authority with full expectation that they
would do whatever he told them to. From this perspective, the centurion viewed the superior position and
authority of the Lord Jesus. As Lord of all, Jesus only needed to speak the word and it would be
accomplished! If we would possess great faith, we too must believe that the One who spoke the worlds
into existence can do anything if He just says the word!







Praise God that Jesus is willing to come and bring wholeness to our household!
Let us all acknowledge our unworthiness to deserve that Jesus would come under our roof.
Give thanks that Christ Jesus has authority over all things and that His Word is all powerful!
Pray that we may have the faith to trust the authority of Christ’s Word as much as the centurion.
Pray that others may also believe the Word of Christ and trust His authority!
Pray for great faith that is sure of what we hope for and is certain of what we don’t see.

Prayer Challenge: While you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials, these have come so that
your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire--may be proved genuine
and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you have not seen him,
you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an
inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. – 1
Peter 1:6-9.

#60 – God Has Come To Help His People
Luke 7:11-17 - Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd
went along with him. As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out--the only son
of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. When the Lord saw
her, his heart went out to her and he said, "Don't cry." Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those
carrying it stood still. He said, "Young man, I say to you, get up!" The dead man sat up and began to talk,
and Jesus gave him back to his mother. They were all filled with awe and praised God. "A great prophet
has appeared among us," they said. "God has come to help his people." This news about Jesus spread
throughout Judea and the surrounding country.
One cannot read the Gospels without becoming keenly aware of the compassion of Christ. The many
lives He touched and made whole are testimonies to His great love and the compassionate heart of God!
This account is one such testimony. When the Lord saw this sorrowing widow who had just lost her only
son, “his heart went out to her…” His HEART moved Him to act with the power He possessed to make a
glorious difference. He spoke the word and brought life back into this young man’s body! Life is precious
and this truth is never more evident than when you’ve lost the dearest on earth to you. Christ knew this
full well, and He also knew full well what it would mean to have a precious life restored. The response of
the witnesses said it all, “They were all filled with awe and praised God.” This resurrection was truly an
intervention by the author of life! This powerfully compassionate deed left no doubt that the Creator had
involved Himself in the affairs and passions of humans. God had come to help His people!
God has indeed come to help His people! ALL His people! He didn’t just create everything and then step
back to let it all play out however it would. He knew that creating life with the power and will to choose
was destined to need intervention and salvation. When Adam sinned and brought death upon all
humankind, God had a plan for intervention and salvation. We know that all have sinned and fallen short
of God’s glory (Romans 3:23). We also know that, as a result of our sin, we are all under penalty of death
(Romans 6:23). Because of sin, we are all as surely dead as the widow’s son. God intervened with His
eternal love and compassion, by sending His one and only Son to save us from our sins. “As for you, you
were dead in your transgressions and sins…, But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in
mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have
been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ
Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in
his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no one can boast.” - Ephesians 2:1,4-9.







Praise God that He has come to help His people - that included you!
Stand in awe of the majesty, power and compassion of the God who gives life to the dead!
Give thanks that Christ Jesus has raised you from the death of sin to new life in Him!
Pray that others may come to know the compassion and power of Christ in their lives.
Pray that others who are dead in their sins may be raised to new life in Christ!
Pray for a revival of awareness and thanksgiving that God has come to help His people.

Prayer Challenge: Just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up
in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. See to it that no
one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and
the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in
bodily form.. When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made
you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code, with its regulations,
that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. – Colossians
2:6-9,13,14.

#61 – Are You the One?
Luke 7:18-23 - John's disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, he sent them to the
Lord to ask, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?" When the men
came to Jesus, they said, "John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, `Are you the one who was to come, or
should we expect someone else?' "
At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to
many who were blind. So he replied to the messengers, "Go back and report to John what you have seen
and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. Blessed is the man who does not fall away
on account of me."
John had announced the coming of the Christ, but now he had been languishing in prison for months, and
the work of Jesus had not brought the results he apparently expected. He wanted reassurance--and
perhaps also wanted to urge Jesus to further action. “Are you the one who was to come, or should we
expect someone else?” This is the question John sent his two disciples to ask of Jesus. They arrived to
ask their question at a time when Jesus was in the middle of curing diseases and sickness, driving out
evil spirits and giving sight to many who had been blind. The timing of the arrival of John’s disciples
seems perfectly orchestrated so that they may be first-hand witnesses to the compassionate miraculous
healing work of Christ.
“Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard…” In answer to John’s question, Jesus had
pointed to his healing and life-restoring miracles. He did not give promises or a simple, “I’m the one,” but
offered clearly observable evidence - evidence that reflected what the prophets predicted concerning the
ministry of the Messiah. As eye witnesses, these friends of John are qualified to validate the truth about
Jesus. Two men, who both saw with their own eyes and heard with their own ears, would be all the
testimony John would need to convince him of the truth. That is enough!
In review of his works, Jesus had listed a set of impressive deeds in increasing order of importance,
ending with the dead raised and the good news preached to the poor. By this, Jesus reminded John that
these were the things Scriptures had predicted of the Messiah (Isaiah 29:18-21; 35:5-6; 61:1) They are
also the very things He had announced at the inauguration of His ministry (Luke 4:18). These two
disciples could testify from their own eye-witness account of the evidence which showed that the Spirit of
the Lord was upon Jesus! When John heard their testimony and weighed the evidence, there would be
only one conclusion, one answer – JESUS IS THE ONE! Don’t expect anyone else! In the Book of
Revelation, the Apostle John was given a clear vision of the identity of Jesus: He is the faithful witness,
the firstborn from the dead, the ruler of the kings of the earth, Alpha and Omega, first and last, the Living
One, the Son of God, ruler of God’s creation, Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Lamb that was slain, King of
kings and Lord of lords, the Word of God, the Bridegroom, bright and morning star, and soon coming
King! Is He the one? We all must listen to the testimony and weigh the evidence.







Praise God for providing ample evidence and testimony for us to know that Jesus is the One!
Give thanks for those faithful and true witnesses who have recorded eye-witness accounts.
Be thankful that you do not need to look for or expect someone else – Jesus is the One!
Give praise to God for His mercy and compassion made known in Christ – Jesus is the One!
Pray that others will pay attention to the evidence and come to know truth – Jesus is the One!
Pray for the knowledge of Christ to be revived in our families, communities, land and nation!

Prayer Challenge:
Realize that in His divine power we have everything we need for life and godliness through our
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Trust in His very great and precious
promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the
world caused by evil desires. Pray that you may make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to
goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to
perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you
possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive
in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. – 2 Peter 1:2-8.

#62 – More Than A Prophet
Luke 7:24-30 - After John's messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: "What did
you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? If not, what did you go out to see? A man
dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear expensive clothes and indulge in luxury are in palaces. But
what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about
whom it is written: " `I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.' I tell
you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet the one who is least in the
kingdom of God is greater than he." (All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus'
words, acknowledged that God's way was right, because they had been baptized by John. But the
Pharisees and experts in the law rejected God's purpose for themselves, because they had not been
baptized by John.)
What made John the Baptist so popular? Was it because he was so politically correct? Was it that he
tested the winds of popular opinion and preached what most people wanted to hear? Was it because he
was a fashion setter with his expensive clothing and bling? Of course not!!! His popularity and attraction
rested in his powerfully authentic prophetic ministry. Throngs of people from all over the country
converged on the Jordan to hear his convicting messages, repent of their sins, and be baptized.
Jesus validated John and his ministry on several occasions, including this one. He declares that John is
“more than a prophet,” the messenger written in scripture who would prepare the way for the Lord, the
GREATEST PERSON EVER BORN OF WOMEN! In Matthew 11:14, Jesus proclaims that John was the
Elijah who was to come. On one occasion, when Jesus was teaching in the temple courts, the chief
priests and elders questioned by what authority He was doing teaching and ministering. They wanted to
know who gave Him this authority. Jesus told them He would answer their question if they would answer
His question about John the Baptist. Matthew 21:25-27 – “John's baptism--where did it come from? Was
it from heaven, or from men?" They discussed it among themselves and said, "If we say, `From heaven,'
he will ask, `Then why didn't you believe him?' But if we say, `From men'--we are afraid of the people, for
they all hold that John was a prophet." So they answered Jesus, "We don't know." Once again they failed
to measure up to John by their inability to acknowledge the truth. So Jesus did not answer their question
either. These religious leaders of the time lacked the stuff John was made of. They feared public opinion
– NOT JOHN. John embraced God’s purpose and plan - they rejected God’s purpose for themselves by
not submitting themselves to John’s baptism. Yes, John the Baptist was MORE THAN A PROPHET! He
was the Best Man attending the Bride Groom! (John 3:29).







Praise God for the life of John who was the greatest example of servanthood and faithfulness!
Give thanks for those, like John, who do not seek popularity or minister based on public opinion.
Acknowledge that John’s ministry was from heaven, repent, believe and be baptized!
Give praise to God for the fulfillment of prophecy surrounding Christ and His Best Man!
Pray that others will recognize that John was more than a prophet and believe in Jesus!
Pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven!

Prayer Challenge: Love God – whoever does not love God does not really love, for God IS LOVE! Love
your brother/sister – that’s the proof that you love God! Like John, remember, "A man can receive only
what is given him from heaven.” Don’t forget that “the bride” (all believers) belongs to the bridegroom
(Jesus). You and I must allow Christ to become greater; you and I must become less. Revere Christ
Jesus above all others! Accept and certify that God is truthful. Believe and give thanks that God has
placed everything in the hands of His Son. Testify and proclaim that, “Whoever believes in the Son has
eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." – John 3:27-36

#63 – Wisdom’s Children Prove Her Right
Luke 7:31-35 - "To what, then, can I compare the people of this generation? What are they like? They are
like children sitting in the marketplace and calling out to each other: " `We played the flute for you, and
you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not cry.' For John the Baptist came neither eating bread
nor drinking wine, and you say, `He has a demon.' The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you
say, `Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and "sinners." ' But wisdom is proved right
by all her children."
What would be a good comparison to the people of our generation? We have more information and
knowledge at our fingertips than any other generation! We can be physically transported to most any
other part of the world in a matter of hours and connected electronically almost instantaneously. In our
culture of great opportunity, everyone has more “things” of comfort, entertainment and pleasure than any
other culture. Yet, in all this we have more people who do not work, extreme government dependency,
epidemic alcohol and drug addiction, out-of –control spending, indebtedness and immorality of every kind.
To what can we compare the people of our generation? Many have noted a comparison with the last
days of the Roman Empire. Whatever the case, it’s a good thing to take a hard look at ourselves and our
generation compared with other times, places and peoples.
Jesus did just that with the people of His generation. He compared them to children playing games in the
marketplace. My interpretation: When we played wedding games, you didn’t dance! When we pretended
to have a funeral, you didn’t cry! Simply put, you were a party pooper! John the Baptist came as sober,
pure, simple and straight-laced as anyone could present themselves and you demonized him! Jesus
came attending the parties, associating with sinners and religious outcasts, and you slandered Him as a
glutton, a drunkard and person of ill-repute! Okay, just what game are you waiting to join in on? John’s
ministry may be likened to the children playing a funeral dirge, and Jesus’s to the wedding party. Those
of His generation stubbornly refused to join in any reindeer games at all!
“But wisdom is proved right by all her children!” If a word or deed is wise, the outcome of its
implementation will prove it so! Adversely, an unwise word or deed will be proven to be so in the
consequences related to its employment. The progeny of wisdom is righteousness. Acting or speaking in
wisdom results in doing and saying the right thing, in the right way, at the right time, for the right reason.
Christ is the wisdom of God and the foolishness of God is wiser than the wisdom of men (1 Cor.1:24,25).
Does not the record of Jesus’s life and the record of John’s life testify that they were righteous? In
contrast to their rejection by foolish critics, spiritually wise and discerning persons could see that the
ministries of both John and Jesus were godly, although very different. God’s wisdom had sent both John
and Jesus in specific roles, and that this would be vindicated by the lasting works of each of them. Their
message and ministries troubled the religious elite, yet their work lives on, continuing to produce offspring
of righteousness. Wisdom is proved right by all her children!







Ask God’s help in comparing our current generation with other times and discerning the meaning.
Give thanks for the ministry of John – his call, his life and his message of repentance and faith.
Give thanks for the compassion of Christ that associates with sinners and calls them to a new life.
Give praise to God for the wisdom of His plan that included both John the Baptist and Jesus!
Pray that others will recognize the wisdom of God and will repent, believe and be baptized!
Pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven!

Prayer Challenge: Trust in the Lord with all your heart and don’t place confidence in your own
understanding. In everything, seek His wise counsel and He will guide your life in paths of righteousness.
Do not be wise in your own eyes, but make it your top priority to seek God’s will first - revere Him, and
shun evil. This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones. Paraphrase of Proverbs
3:5,6.

#64 – He Would Know That She Is A Sinner
Luke 7:36-39 - Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the
Pharisee's house and reclined at the table. When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned
that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, and as she stood
behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her
hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said
to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she
is--that she is a sinner."
Jesus seldom turned down a dinner invitation, whether from a fisherman, a tax collector or a Pharisee.
These were some of His best opportunities! This occasion would see Him reclining at the Pharisee’s
table, probably on cushions, with His feet extended behind Him away from the table. We may rightly be a
little suspicious of the motives of this Pharisee (named Simon), for inviting Jesus to his home. The
Pharisees had already demonstrated growing opposition to Jesus and His ministry by this time, but this
did not deter Jesus from accepting the invite. It would provide a teaching moment for Him and a great
opportunity for Simon to learn a valuable faith lesson, as well as discover the truth about Jesus.
No matter where He went, word always seemed to get out as to Jesus’s whereabouts. A woman in that
town learned that Jesus was dining at the Pharisee’s house. Luke leaves out the details of this woman’s
sinful life, but her reputation was apparently well known in that town. Luke also leaves out the details of
how she knew about Jesus, but apparently HIS reputation had reached her awareness as well. She
showed up at Simon’s house, bringing with her a jar of perfume. The perfume was not the only thing she
brought with her. She obviously brought with her a jar of great sorrow, remorse and pain. She also
carried with her a significant supply of faith that, this man, Jesus could do something to heal, forgive and
minister to her soul’s great need.
The next thing we read is that she stood behind Jesus and wept. She wept so sorrowfully and profusely
that her tears began to wet the feet of Jesus! Then, in her great humility and regard for Christ, she wiped
his feet with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them! Simon the Pharisee took note of this
behavior and his first reaction was to question the credentials of Jesus. Luke records that he kept his
question to himself, but we will see very soon that the One whose credentials he questions has the power
to know our very thoughts! Simon assumed that if Jesus was a prophet that He would know the
reputation of this woman and that would cause Him to treat her differently than He did. What Simon did
not know is that Jesus knew this woman and, HE ALSO KNEW SIMON! Jesus knew that they were
BOTH SINNERS in need of forgiveness, cleansing and salvation!







Praise God that He knows sinners when He sees them… and loves US anyway!
Give thanks that Christ accepts invitations to come into the homes and lives of sinful people.
Give thanks that our Lord loves us sinners just as we are, but too much to leave us that way!
Give praise to God that His mercy and grace include the self-righteous religious (like Simon) and
those who, like the sinful woman, live a notoriously sinful life!
Pray that sinners and religious alike will open their hearts and receive Christ.
Pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven!

Prayer Challenge: Revel in the love of Christ, and sing: That God should love a sinner such as I, Should
yearn to change my sorrow into bliss, Nor rest till He had planned to bring me nigh, How wonderful is love
like this! Such love, such wondrous love, Such love, such wondrous love, That God should love a sinner
such as I, How wonderful is love like this!

#65 – Forgiven Sins and Saving Faith
Luke 7:40-50 - Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to tell you." "Tell me, teacher," he said.
"Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.
Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will
love him more?" Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled." "You have judged
correctly," Jesus said. Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I
came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and
wiped them with her hair. You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not
stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet.
Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven--for she loved much. But he who has been
forgiven little loves little." Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." The other guests began to say
among themselves, "Who is this who even forgives sins?" Jesus said to the woman, "Your faith has
saved you; go in peace."
“Simon, I have something to tell you.” This statement sets the stage for a parable that will confront Simon
much like the Prophet Nathan confronted King David. Two men owed a debt they could not pay. In
today’s culture, one owed about 70-80 thousand dollars and the other owed about 7-8 thousand dollars.
The one who had loaned them the money canceled both of their debts. Jesus posed the question,
“Which of them will love him more?” This was not a trick question and Simon was able to answer easily
and correctly, “The one who had the bigger debt canceled.”
“Do you see this woman?” This question sets the stage for Jesus’ most convicting statements to Simon.
The Pharisee did not provide the usual amenities for washing the dust from the feet of his guests. On the
other hand, THIS WOMAN washed the feet of Jesus with her tears and wiped them with her hair. Simon
did not greet Jesus with an accepting social kiss, but THIS WOMAN could not stop kissing the feet of
Jesus! Simon did not provide the customary oil to anoint the head of his honored guest, but THIS
WOMAN poured perfume on the feet of Jesus! Which one do you supposed loved Him more? THIS
WOMAN’S actions demonstrated that she loved the Lord Jesus deeply. But Simon’s actions
demonstrated that his love for Jesus was far inferior to THIS WOMAN’S!
“Therefore, I tell you…” Jesus completes his informative speech to Simon by clarifying that THIS
WOMAN’S great love demonstrates that her sins, which were many, are forgiven! To emphasize this fact,
Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven” and, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” We too, owe a
debt we cannot pay! Do you know this One who even forgives sins? Do you love Him much, or do you
love Him little? I suppose it depends on how much you’ve trusted Him to forgive! It is that trust in Him
that will save us, just as it saved THAT WOMAN! “In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace…” - Ephesians 1:7.







Praise God that when anyone questions our worship and love of Jesus, He has something to tell
them!
Give thanks that Christ takes our cause and becomes our advocate not our judge.
Give thanks that our Lord graciously forgives little sin and great sin!
Give praise to God for forgiveness of sin and saving faith!
Pray that all sinners will trust in the mercy and grace of Christ to receive forgiveness and
salvation.
Pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven!

Prayer Challenge: Remember that …it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God's workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. – Ephesians 2:810.

#66 – Supporting Jesus and His Ministry of Good News
Luke 8:1-3 - After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, and also some women who had been cured of
evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; Joanna the
wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod's household; Susanna; and many others. These women were helping
to support them out of their own means.
The Gospel writer continues his “account of the things that have been fulfilled among us.” Jesus pressed
into His itinerant ministry of good news, traveling from town to town and village to village. His Twelve
disciples traveled with Him, but they had also added some other members to His entourage along the
way. Several grateful women, whose lives had been dramatically transformed, had become committed
supporters of Jesus and His ministry. Luke names three of these women: Mary Magdalene, Joanna and
Susanna. These dear ladies demonstrated their faith in Christ Jesus by following His leadership
wherever He went and helped with all the expenses out of their own pockets.
Oh what a difference when God is ruling! Jesus proclaimed the good news of God’s kingdom everywhere
He went. His parables and teaching along with His compassionate miracles all revealed the power,
wisdom, righteousness, mercy, grace and goodness of God! The good news is that GOD IS A PERFECT
KING! His kingdom is within reach of everyone who will believe and receive Him! No evil power can
overcome Him! He loves His subjects, treats them justly and with perfect love! He provides everything
we need for life and godliness! His government provides wonderful counsel, and peace that passes
understanding! And, with many persuasive words and convincing deeds, Jesus powerfully proclaimed
the good news of God’s kingdom! Could any other king advertise such an amazing kingdom with so
awesome a messenger as Jesus?
Each of these women had become persuaded by the message and the Messenger, that these truth
claims about the kingdom of God were absolutely true. They had experienced the benevolence and
grace of the King in ways that won their hearts and their lives. As a result, it wasn’t a great sacrifice for
them to follow Jesus each day and support His ministry out of their own means. So it should be for
everyone who hears about, believes in, and is touched by the kingdom of God. It is not too great a
sacrifice to leave other important things, people and places behind and follow Jesus wherever He leads
us, supporting His work out of our own means!







Praise God that His kingdom is one of righteousness, goodness, justice, mercy and truth.
Praise God for His mercy that forgives our sins and heals our diseases.
Give sacrificially and freely to the support of the ministry of Good News!
Give thanks that God has revealed His kingdom through the Lord Jesus Christ!
Pray that the good news of God’s kingdom will be clearly communicated in ways that will give
everyone an opportunity to believe and become subjects in His kingdom.
Pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven!

Prayer Challenge: Remember that you are an ambassador of God’s kingdom as you go into the world
where He has placed you. “As you go, preach this message: `The kingdom of heaven is near.' Heal the
sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely
give. Do not take along any gold or silver or copper in your belts; take no bag for the journey, or extra
tunic, or sandals or a staff; for the worker is worth his keep.” - Matthew 10:7-10.

#67 – Secrets of the Kingdom of God
Luke 8:4-10 - While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after town,
he told this parable: "A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along
the path; it was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up. Some fell on rock, and when it came up, the
plants withered because they had no moisture. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and
choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more
than was sown." When he said this, he called out, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear." His disciples
asked him what this parable meant. He said, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has
been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that," `though seeing, they may not see; though
hearing, they may not understand.'
Jesus was the master of telling earthly stories with a deeper hidden heavenly meaning. Luke relates for
us this powerful parable of the farmer during planting season and the results of sowing his seed on four
types of soil. Some of the seed fell along the path, some fell on rock, other fell among thorns, and still
other fell on good soil. In telling the parable, Jesus points out the natural outcome for the seed in each of
these soil conditions. Seed that fell on the path was trampled on and eaten by the birds. Seed that fell
on rocky soil sprang up and withered for lack of moisture. Seed that fell among thorns grew up into plants
that were choked out by the thorns. But the seed that fell on good soil matured and produced a crop a
hundred times more than was sown! When He had finished telling the parable, He did something rather
unusual. He raised His voice to another level and proclaimed, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
It is obvious from this last proclamation that Jesus was not just telling a pleasant little story about
agriculture and horticulture, but there must be a more significant reason behind it. His disciples were
quick to pick up on this and asked Him to explain the meaning of the parable. His response indicated that
these parables contained the secrets of the kingdom of God and, that His disciples were among the
select few who were privileged to get to know those secrets. Everyone else would hear and visualize the
parables, but they would not really understand or see the secrets represented in them. The typical hearer
would be left a bit bewildered by the parable and by Christ’s remarks afterward.
So, if you had been given just this much of the parable, without the upcoming explanation Jesus provided
to His disciples, what would you have made of it? Would you have been able to discern the secrets of the
kingdom represented in it? If not, don’t feel badly! The disciples wouldn’t have been any more discerning
than you. They needed the revelation that Jesus was about to give them in order to gain this knowledge.
This is God’s plan, that Jesus should be the revealer of secrets that are hidden according to the purpose
and privilege of God! And, that those who discover those secrets must search them out and find their
revelation in Christ Jesus. Proverbs 25:2 – “It is the glory of God to conceal a matter; to search out a
matter is the glory of kings.”







Thank God that He has made it possible to know the secrets of His kingdom.
Praise God for the Gospel accounts that proclaim the truths of the Kingdom.
Seek God with all your heart and follow the leadership of Christ!
Give thanks that God has revealed the secrets of His kingdom through the Lord Jesus Christ!
Pray that others may be inspired to search out the secrets of the Kingdom of God.
Pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven!

Prayer Challenge: Seek to know the secrets of the kingdom of God in Christ Jesus so that, along with
other believers, you… may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that (you) may have the full
riches of complete understanding, in order that (you) may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in
whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” – Colossians 2:2,3.

#68 – The Seed Is the Word of God
Luke 8:11-15 - This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. Those along the path are
the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may
not believe and be saved. Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear
it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. The seed that
fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life's worries,
riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble
and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.
Do you have ears to hear when it comes to the Word of God? Jesus teaches us that our hearing has a
lot to do with our heart. God’s Word is meant for our heart – where it can grow and produce the fruit of
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. God’s Word
proclaims the way to salvation and eternal life. It’s entirely possible to hear the Word of God and then
have the devil snatch it away from our heart, thus keeping us from believing and being saved. It’s entirely
possible to hear the good news of the Word of God, gladly believe it, and never put down roots of faith
deep enough to be able to endure through times of testing. It’s entirely possible hear the Word of God
but allow the worries, riches and pleasures of life to become the most important influences in our lives.
When that happens, our time, energy and life’s resources are consumed and the Word of God is choked
out. In this state, God’s Word cannot influence our priorities, values, principles and attitudes.
We live in a world where a lot of people (maybe even 3 out of 4) do not have a heart for the Word of God.
The love of the world, the desires of the flesh and the false truth claims of the devil, have all caused these
souls to develop hard hearts, shallow minds and weak wills when it comes to the Word of God. As a
result, they never mature in the grace and truth of God’s Word. They stumble off the paths of
righteousness and peace, and they do not produce the fruit that comes from living faithfully according to
God’s Word. These people sit in the seat of the scornful and take their counsel from sinners. They have
not acquired a noble character that is able to hear and put into practice what is good, right and true. Their
ears are just not receptive enough because of their heart problem!
Few are those who share the heart of the Psalmist who wrote the longest of the Psalms. In order to
understand the secrets of the Kingdom, one must have a Psalm 119 kind of heart. Such a heart is a
noble and good one! It is a heart that rejoices in God’s statutes, meditates on His precepts, delights in
His decrees, keeps His laws, and obeys His commands. This kind of person will hear the Word, retain it,
and by persevering produce a crop! This heart is the creation of God in cooperation with a willing soul.







Thank God that He has made it possible to know the secrets of His kingdom.
Praise God for creating within you a new heart that is noble and good.
Thank God for His Word that is the seed of His kingdom.
Give thanks that God has revealed the secrets of His kingdom through the Lord Jesus Christ!
Pray that others may have ears to hear and hearts capable of receiving the kingdom of God.
Pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven!

Prayer Challenge: Pray as the Psalmist prayed, “Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a
steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to
me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.” – Psalm 51:10-12. “Teach me,
O LORD, to follow your decrees; then I will keep them to the end. Give me understanding, and I will keep
your law and obey it with all my heart. Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find delight.
Turn my heart toward your statutes and not toward selfish gain. Turn my eyes away from worthless
things; preserve my life according to your word.
Fulfill your promise to your servant, so that you may be feared. Take away the disgrace I dread, for your
laws are good. How I long for your precepts! Preserve my life in your righteousness.” – Psalm 119: 33-40.

#69 – Unto Him that hath it shall be given…
Luke 8:16-18 - "No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, he puts it on a
stand, so that those who come in can see the light. For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed,
and nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open. Therefore consider carefully
how you listen. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has will
be taken from him."
We live in a culture that has insisted that one’s faith is a private matter and not for public practice. This is
th
a phenomenon in our nation that sprang up most emphatically in the 20 century. In the early years of
our existence, faith expression played a prominent role in the public arena. It had its stamp emblazoned
in the framing of the Bill of Rights, The Declaration of Independence, The Constitution, government and
law, and in determining our moral compass. Now, not so much! We’ve heard “separation of church and
state” for so many decades now that it has evolved to mean - keep your faith in your place of worship and
in your home. Do not bring it to school, work or recreation with you! Just keep it to yourself! One must
ask the question, “How is it possible to limit what you truly believe to your private quarters alone?” If you
really believe that what you believe is really real, then it must pervade all of your life, and be
demonstrated in your public as well as your private conduct.
What value does a light have when it’s hidden in a container or put under a bed? Unless you’re trying to
find a missing sock or a coin that rolled under the bed, it has little or no value whatsoever! The value of
light is most increased when it is in the highest most prominent place on the wall or ceiling, where it can
give light to the whole room. What value is faith unless it is brought out into the open, fully disclosed and
publicly scrutinized? This message behooves us to listen carefully to the teaching of God’s Word so that
we may really know what we believe, believe what we know, practice what we believe, believe what we
practice, and have an answer ready for those that inquire as to why we live this way!
My college coach, teacher and academic advisor, Prof. Harry Anderson, often quoted this passage, “Unto
him that hath it shall be given…” Athletically it meant to him that, when the day of competition arrived it
was time to show what you were made of. If you had the goods, that was when it would be revealed! If
not, that would also be revealed! Academically and spiritually it had the same application. And, the
goods you possessed had a lot to do with the attention you had paid to your training, to your studies and
to your time with God! It had much to do with how carefully you had listened and applied what you had
been given from your coach, your mentor, your professor or from the Word of God! What you truly
believe will be revealed in your public as well as in your private relationships and associations. If you
have the goods, they will shine at home, at school, at work and at play! Then, you will see your faith
increase and the effect of your radiance will also increase. If you don’t let your faith shine in ALL these
arenas, do your really believe that what you believe is really real? If you don’t let it shine, even what you
think you have will be taken from you! You may try to be politically correct and keep your faith private, but
it will be seen for what it is – very insignificant and impractical for life!







Thank God that His Word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our pathway.
Pray that you may live privately and publicly in accordance with the Light of God’s Word.
Pray that you will listen carefully to the Word so that you may know what to believe.
Pray that you will know and practice what you believe – at home, school, work and play!
Pray that others may have ears to hear and hearts capable of receiving the kingdom of God.
Pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven!

Prayer Challenge: …in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and
respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in
Christ may be ashamed of their slander. - 1 Peter 3:15,16.

#70 – Jesus’ Mother and Brothers
Luke 8:19-21 - Now Jesus' mother and brothers came to see him, but they were not able to get near him
because of the crowd. Someone told him, "Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to see
you." He replied, "My mother and brothers are those who hear God's word and put it into practice."
From this passage (and others) we may reasonably conclude that Joseph and Mary had more children
after Jesus was born. Mark 3:21 gives a little more insight about their motives for coming to see him at
this time. “When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, ‘He is out of
his mind.’" Thinking that He was "out of his mind," the family probably wanted to get Him away from his
intense ministry schedule. We also know that His brothers did not believe in Jesus at this time (John 7:5).
This occasion of their visit to Him gives Jesus an opportunity to reinforce the words of the prophets and a
parable He had previously shared. Those who belong to the family of God are those who hear God’s
Word and put it into practice.
Ezekiel 33:31-32 laments: “My people come to you, as they usually do, and sit before you to listen to your
words, but they do not put them into practice. With their mouths they express devotion, but their hearts
are greedy for unjust gain. Indeed, to them you are nothing more than one who sings love songs with a
beautiful voice and plays an instrument well, for they hear your words but do not put them into practice.”
These people love to hear about God’s goodness and receive the benevolent kindnesses He provides,
but they are not at all interested in His bigger plans and higher purposes. God’s plans would require their
faith-filled and obedient participation. However, their only interest in God is hoping He’ll bless their own
agendas. They want GOD to hear THEIR WORD and put it into practice! They might say, “Now, you just
be a good God and keep being kind and benevolent and make sure that our plans succeed!” These folks
like the beautiful MUSIC of God but pay no attention to the lyrics! Those who truly belong to God, hear
His WORDS and put them into practice!
Jesus reinforced this message in the parable of the wise and foolish men. "Therefore everyone who
hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.
The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall,
because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put
them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams
rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash." - Matthew 7:24-27.
Wisdom teaches us the importance of hearing the Word and putting it into practice. Those who would do
so are akin to Jesus! His mother and brothers are those hear His words and put them into practice!







Give thanks that God has given us everything we need for life and godliness in His Word.
Pray that you may put the Word of God into daily practice.
Pray that you will listen carefully to the Word and apply its truths in every aspect of living.
Pray that you will know and practice God’s Word – at home, school, work and play!
Pray that others may have ears to hear and a will to put the Word of God into practice.
Pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven!

Prayer Challenge: Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons…If you are not disciplined
(and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons. Our fathers
disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may
share in his holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces
a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. Therefore, strengthen your
feeble arms and weak knees. "Make level paths for your feet," so that the lame may not be disabled, but
rather healed. Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will
see the Lord. – Hebrews 12:7,8,10-14.

#71 – Where Is Your Faith?
Luke 8:22-25 - One day Jesus said to his disciples, "Let's go over to the other side of the lake." So they
got into a boat and set out. As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so that the
boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger. The disciples went and woke him, saying,
"Master, Master, we're going to drown!" He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm
subsided, and all was calm. "Where is your faith?" he asked his disciples. In fear and amazement they
asked one another, "Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him."
Have you ever been in a situation where you feared that the boat was going down and you were going to
drown? I have! Fear can have powerful influence – even enough to elbow our faith and wisdom out of
the way! It can motivate us enough that we would abandon ship and try to save ourselves. Some of you
will remember that I did that once, nearly drowned and was rescued from a watery grave. These men
had been traveling with Jesus long enough to have gotten a pretty good indication of His identity and
authority. Yet, when the storm come down upon them, and the boat was looking like it was going down,
they became extremely anxious and faithless. The apparent danger and turmoil of their circumstances
created doubt and fear. They didn’t abandon ship though. They went to Jesus with their fears. “Master,
Master, we’re going to drown!” In this, their example is one for all of us to follow when we find ourselves
encompassed in fear and doubts. Take those fears and doubts to Jesus, He can handle them! He is still
the Master of fear and He’s the Master over doubt!
Sometimes our faith can take a back seat and disappear from sight. In those moments it would be wise
to remember the author and perfecter of our faith – the Master! He’s the Master of the wind and the
waves! When He speaks peace even the raging elements obey His voice and are obligated to subside to
calm. We need to remember that Jesus is the Lord over all creation. He made all things and sustains all
things. All things are subject to Him and one day all things return to Him! Nothing is too big and powerful
for Him to handle, and nothing’s too small for Him either!
His loving kindness toward us has caused Christ Jesus to express some great and many promises in the
Bible. These promises help us to trust Him in our moments of weakness and fear. He promises to
forgive the penitent! He promises eternal life to those who will believe and not doubt! He promises the
Holy Spirit to those who will ask Him! And, He is the King of Truth – He does not lie! He is faithful and
just, loving and merciful, righteous and true, the omnipotent Lord of creation! Why should we ever doubt
Him? Where is your faith? Is it in the back seat allowing doubt to drive, or is it the front seat driving doubt
out of your life? In moments of doubt and fear, look to the Master! Look to His strength and count on His
great and many promises! Don’t build your faith on your own ability, hopes and desires, build it on Christ
and His Words. He will never fail!







Stop doubting and believe that you can do all things through Christ who strengthens you.
Pray that you may put your full faith in Christ and His promises, not your own ability and desires.
When the storms of life are raging, call on the Master. Then, trust Him!
Get acquainted with His great and many promises by reading and applying His Word!
Pray that others may stop doubting and put their trust in Christ.
Pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven!

Prayer Challenge: “…Since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race
marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set
before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose
heart. – Hebrews 12:1-3.

#72 – Demon-Possessed
Luke 8:26-31 - They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake from Galilee. When
Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. For a long time this man
had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he cried out
and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, "What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most
High God? I beg you, don't torture me!" For Jesus had commanded the evil spirit to come out of the man.
Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had
broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places. Jesus asked him, "What is your
name?" "Legion," he replied, because many demons had gone into him. And they begged him repeatedly
not to order them to go into the Abyss.
After the wind and waves obeyed His voice and quieted down, Jesus and His disciples completed their
trip to the other side of the lake. There, on the opposite shore, Jesus would meet up with a situation that
likely had much to do with His reason for making the trip in the first place. It wasn’t just the elements that
were subject to His authority, there were some demons that needed to hear and obey His voice too! If
the disciples had wondered about who He was in light of the wind and waves obeying His command, this
was going to amaze them even more! The next step in the revelation of His identity to those men who
were under His training was to recognize His authority over evil spirits.
As Jesus stepped ashore, His welcoming committee was a demon-possessed man from the town. This
disturbed man had dropped out of society to live in the tombs, perhaps not so different from the mentally
troubled people who live under bridges today. The man was naked, violent and out-of-control, and he
greeted Jesus with very bizarre behavior. Jesus did not avoid him, but went straight to the heart of his
problem. He commanded the evil spirit to come out of the man. This demon had often seized such
control of this man that, even though heavily guarded, chained hand and foot, he would break the chains
and escape into these places where no one else cared to go. Our Lord handled this human tornado with
the same authority with which He had dealt with the tempestuous seas.
“What is your name?” The question was apparently not addressed to the man himself, but rather to the
evil spirit, with the intention of identifying the demon. “Legion,” was the reply. Militarily speaking, a legion
could represent anywhere from 3,000 to 6,000 soldiers. The poor man had become possessed and
tormented by numerous demons. One devil is powerful enough to destroy a man’s mind, body or spirit,
and this man was overtaken by a LEGION of devils! But today, they had met their match! The Strong
Man (Matt. 12:29; Mark 3:27) had put in His appearance, and they were no match! They begged Him
over and over not to order them into the bottomless pit of the Abyss. This “Legion” was facing Jesus, Son
of the most High God and they were outnumbered – One to only 6,000 or more!







Trust Christ Jesus to have authority over demons as well as the elements of nature.
Pray that you may have full confidence in our Lord’s ability to destroy the works of the devil.
When the devil does his worst, call on the Master. Then, trust Him!
Get to know the One who is more than a match for a legion of demons!
Pray that those who may be victims of the devil’s power may be delivered by the Lord Jesus.
Pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven!

Prayer Challenge: Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is
righteous, just as he is righteous. He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been
sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work. No one
who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning,
because he has been born of God. This is how we know who the children of God are and who the
children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who
does not love his brother. – 1 John 3:7-10.

#73 – Tell What God Has Done For You
Luke 8:32-39 - A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let
them go into them, and he gave them permission. When the demons came out of the man, they went into
the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. When those tending
the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the
people went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom
the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus' feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid.
Those who had seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man had been cured. Then all the
people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome with
fear. So he got into the boat and left. The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with
him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, "Return home and tell how much God has done for you." So the
man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him.
Jesus had commanded the legion of demons to come out of the man. They were no match for His power
and they resorted to begging. They begged Jesus not to send them into the Abyss. Revelation 9
references the Abyss as that abode where Satan and evil spirits are confined. The demons know full well
that there is coming a day when the King of kings will bind and lock them all away for good! It just
happened that there was a large herd of pigs feeding on the nearby hillside. The demons continued their
begging by requesting that Jesus let them go into the pigs. With His permission, the demons came out of
the man and went into the pigs, and the entire herd made a headlong plunge down the hillside into the
lake where they were drowned. The compassion, power and authority of the Lord Jesus had delivered a
soul from miserable torment and suffering, and now he was free!
When those taking care of the pigs saw what had happened they ran off and reported it far and wide, and
their news rallied a large crowd to see what they were talking about. When they came to Jesus, they
found the man who had been demon possessed sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right mind!
Three things that were completely opposite from his previous identity: “sitting (calmly at Jesus’ feet)…,
dressed…in his right mind!” The One who stilled the storms and tempests had now calmed the troubled
mind and spirit of a demon possessed man. But the townsfolk were stricken with fear and asked Jesus to
leave the territory. So He got in the boat and left.
However, there was one who was no longer troubled or afraid, and he begged Jesus to let him go with
him. But Jesus denied his request. This man from whom the demons had gone out was given a different
assignment. “Return home and tell how much God has done for you.” The town was not willing to
welcome Jesus or hear the message of the Kingdom from Him, but they will get to hear this ambassador
who was a first- hand recipient and witness of the power of God! “So the man went away and told all over
town how much Jesus had done for him.” Dear ones, have you taken inventory of all that God has done
for you? Has He forgiven your sins, healed your diseases, saved your marriage and family, given you a
fresh slate and new lease on life, cleansed your heart and made you whole? Go to the ones who knew
you before and tell them how much God has done for you! They may never go to church or read a Bible,
but they will listen to you!







Trust Christ Jesus to have authority over demons as well as the elements of nature.
Give thanks that Jesus has destroyed the works of the devil in your life.
Praise God for His mercy, grace, and compassion for those who are captives of the devil.
Rejoice in a Savior who has authority over demons and all the power of the devil.
Pray that those who may be victims of the devil’s power may be delivered by the Lord Jesus.
Pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven!

Prayer Challenge: Come into the light of God’s Son and let that light shine before others! "For God so
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world
through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands
condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son. This is the
verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were
evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be
exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he
has done has been done through God." – Matthew 28:16-21.

#74 – Faith and Healing
Luke 8:40-48 - Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all expecting him. Then a
man named Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, came and fell at Jesus' feet, pleading with him to come to
his house because his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying.
As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him. And a woman was there who had been subject
to bleeding for twelve years, but no one could heal her. She came up behind him and touched the edge of
his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped. "Who touched me?" Jesus asked. When they all denied
it, Peter said, "Master, the people are crowding and pressing against you." But Jesus said, "Someone
touched me; I know that power has gone out from me." Then the woman, seeing that she could not go
unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had
touched him and how she had been instantly healed. Then he said to her, "Daughter, your faith has
healed you. Go in peace."
Because we live in a fallen world, we all have many things in our lives that need healing. The most
common among them are our minds, our bodies, our spirits and our relationships. We live in a culture
where there is a pill for every pain and problem. But the pills don’t bring healing, only relief from the
symptoms… for a little while. For a brief season of time, the Great Creator left the splendor of heaven
and became one of us, “a man of sorrows and familiar with suffering” – Isaiah 53:3. He revealed His
nature and identity as He walked among us, healing the sick, the lame and raising the dead. We
revealed our need in the likes of Jairus, who came and fell at Jesus’ feet and pleaded with Him to come to
his house because his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying! Humanity further revealed our
great need as “the crowds almost crushed him.” Sorrows and suffering abound in our human condition.
The pain of sickness, the sorrows of death and dying, and the evidence of the fallen world is abundant!
Jesus brought hope, He brought help, He brought SALVATION to this lost and dying race of Adam!
Everywhere He went, He had compassion on the poor, the sick and the helpless! He spoke healing and
life back into their beings! He touched them and made them whole again! And, THEY touched HIM, and
found deliverance from maladies and afflictions! Such was the case with this woman who had a bleeding
issue that no one could heal. She had been sick for 12 years (the same length of time as the age of
Jairus’s daughter) but she was absolutely persuaded that Jesus could and would heal her – if she could
only get close enough to touch Him! She came up behind Him and touched the edge of His garment and
experienced immediate healing! Jesus knew that someone had reached out and touched Him by faith.
He always knows when that happens! Yet, He asked WHO had done it. No one fessed up and Peter
pointed out that it could have been anyone in that tight crowd of people. But Jesus was looking for a
public confession so He could teach something very important to all those who have ears to hear. She
came to Him, trembling and fell at His feet, and everyone heard her testimony of WHY she did what she
did and HOW she had been instantly healed.
“Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace.” Why DID she touch Him? She BELIEVED! She
wasn’t a doubter! She wasn’t a skeptic! She wasn’t just hoping! She actually BELIEVED! She believed
in His power and ability! She believed that connecting with Him would accomplish the healing that no one
else had ever been able to provide! And so, SHE TOUCHED HIM! Somehow, some way, she had
become persuaded! James 1 gives us another clear word on faith that produces results with God.
James teaches that God, who gives generously to all without favoritism, but when we ask, we must
believe and not doubt, because doubting reveals a double-minded unstable man. This woman went away
in peace. Jesus said it was because her faith had healed her – and He claimed her as a “daughter.”






Believe (without doubting) that Jesus has power to save, heal and restore.
For all your maladies, reach out and touch the hem of His garment as you worship Him today!
Rejoice in a Savior who knows when we touch Him!
Give public testimony of how Jesus has healed you and brought wholeness to your life.
Pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven!

Prayer Challenge: Whatever your need for healing, renewal or restoration, reach out and touch the Lord
Jesus Christ by faith. Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. And
without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he
exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. – Hebrews 11:1,6.

#75 – My Child, Get Up!
Luke 8:49-56 - While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue
ruler. "Your daughter is dead," he said. "Don't bother the teacher any more." Hearing this, Jesus said to
Jairus, "Don't be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed." When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he
did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John and James, and the child's father and mother.
Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and mourning for her. "Stop wailing," Jesus said. "She is not dead
but asleep." They laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. But he took her by the hand and said, "My
child, get up!" Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something
to eat. Her parents were astonished, but he ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened.
Jesus had been delayed from His healing mission to Jairus’s home by the woman who touched the hem
of His garment. In the meantime, Jairus’s twelve year old daughter died. The report of her death came to
them with the encouragement not to bother Jesus anymore because it was too late! She could not be
healed now that she was dead! However, nothing is impossible with God! Jesus dealt with this news
report of her death with three simple phrases: 1) “Don’t be afraid.” 2) “Just believe.” 3) “she will be
healed.” But, she’s DEAD, Jesus! I don’t think you heard us! We’ve lost her for good! “Stop wailing.”
“She’s not dead but asleep.” Ha! Ha! Ha! We KNOW she’s DEAD! And, THEY were dead right, too!
She WAS dead! BUT JESUS… He took her by the hand – amazing things happen when Jesus takes you
by the hand! I mean, when Jesus takes you by the hand, He OWNS you! And, He said, “MY CHILD…”
When you’re in the hands of Christ, you’re a child of God! Jesus claimed her as His very own child! And
then He said, “Get up!” If you’re a child of God, and you’re dead, and Jesus says, “GET UP!” Guess
what? YOU’RE GETTIN’ UP, KID!
One day, there will be a great gettin’ up morning! The Lord Jesus will come! The trumpet will blast a loud
call, and Jesus will shout, “MY CHILD, GET UP! “Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about
those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died
and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.
According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the
Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the
dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore
encourage each other with these words.” – 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.






Don’t be afraid! Just believe! Jesus can even raise the dead!
Keep praying and inviting Jesus to raise your loved ones from the death of sin!
Praise God for the day He came into your life and healed your sin-sick soul!
Remember that we are the children of God. It’s not clear yet what we will become, but we know
that when He appears, we’ll be just like Him, for we’ll see Him as He is!
Pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven!

Prayer Challenge: Celebrate your own resurrection from the death of sin and your new creation to be
what God planned for you to be. As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you
used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit
who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying
the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature
objects of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ
even when we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up
with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming
ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ
Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God-- not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to
do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. - Ephesians 2:1-10

#76 – Preach the Gospel and Heal the Sick
Luke 9:1-6 - When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out
all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the
sick. He told them: "Take nothing for the journey--no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra tunic.
Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that town. If people do not welcome you, shake the
dust off your feet when you leave their town, as a testimony against them." So they set out and went from
village to village, preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere.
Jesus gave POWER and AUTHORITY – to drive out all demons and cure diseases. He resourced His
disciples for the assignment He was about to give them! Their assignment? Go and preach the kingdom
of God and heal the sick! This was no small task! The power and influence of the devil and his minions
has caused catastrophic illness, destruction and death! It was the power of the devil working through the
serpent in the Garden of Eden that influenced and brought about original sin and death! Now, a stronger
power and authority has arrived on the scene, and He is binding the power of the Evil one. Blind eyes
were given sight, the lame were walking again, lepers were being cleansed, the deaf were hearing, the
dead were being raised, and Good News was being preached to the poor! Such was the power and
authority of the Lord Jesus Christ! He gave a measure of this power and authority to the Twelve as He
sent them to preach the kingdom of God and heal the sick.
In a culture plagued by wickedness, disease and demonic influence, it’s important for people to see that
the Good News of the Gospel comes with power to heal and deliver! It is not impotent! The Gospel news
is not just another nice religious option for people to consider, it comes with power and authority! It’s
what moved the Apostle Paul to say, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for
the salvation of everyone who believes.” – Romans 1:16. This Gospel of Good News is really from God!
It comes with His authority and power! It can save EVERYONE who believes – from the destruction,
disease and demonic influence of the devil to the life of God in Jesus Christ! Christian, do you believe
this? If so, don’t be embarrassed, ashamed or timid to let your world hear about it! Go! Preach the Good
News! Testify to the power of God and drive out the demon influence and bring healing to our sin-sick
world!
Not only did Christ give power and authority for their ministry of the Good News, He assured them of their
support. He instructed them to travel light and that their support will come from those whom they will
minister to. They were directed to stay and minister in the homes where they would be received. If any
place did not welcome them, they were free to shake the dust off their shoes and move on to where they
would be received. So they received their commission from Christ, set out, and went from village to
village, preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere. They were operating under the authority
and power of Christ Jesus. We too have a great commission – Preach the Gospel, and heal the sick!






Don’t be afraid! Believe God’s power in the Gospel!
Celebrate the power of God that has transformed your life through the Gospel!
Praise God for healing He brings to our hearts, minds and bodies as we trust in Him!
Give others an opportunity to know the power of God and the wholeness He brings!
Pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven!

Prayer Challenge: Trust in the Power of the Gospel to save and heal lives, and Pray like Paul prayed for
the believers at Ephesus. Do not stop giving thanks for your fellow believers, remembering them in your
prayers. Keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of
wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. Pray also that the eyes of your heart may be
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious
inheritance in the saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the
working of his mighty strength, which He exerted in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated
Him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and
every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. - Ephesians 1:16-21.

#77 – He Tried To See Him
Luke 9:7-9 - Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was going on. And he was perplexed, because
some were saying that John had been raised from the dead, others that Elijah had appeared, and still
others that one of the prophets of long ago had come back to life. But Herod said, "I beheaded John.
Who, then, is this I hear such things about?" And he tried to see him.
Herod was a kind and benevolent ruler, who set a high standard of moral righteousness and inspired his
people with good character, human excellence and purity – NOT! This man had divorced his wife to
marry his own niece, Herodias, who was already his brother’s wife. Apparently this was a typical display
of his lack of a moral compass. Luke chapter 3 records that John the Baptist had rebuked him for this
and other evil doings, and Herod responded to his rebuke by locking him up in prison. Not too long
afterwards he had John beheaded, following through with a promise he made to Herodias’s daughter that
she could have anything she requested. Later on (Luke 13) Jesus would negatively refer to him as a
“fox,” which of course has no moral compunction, behaves slyly and solely out of its own instincts and
interests. This is the nature and character of this tetrarch Herod!
Now, with John’s life and service ended, Jesus and His entourage have arrived fully on the scene. Their
ministry of the Kingdom of God has begun to spread like wildfire throughout the region. Herod is
perplexed by this because some were saying that John the Baptist had been raised from the dead, others
declared that it was the fulfillment of the prophecies that predicted the return of Elijah, and others were
persuaded that one of the other ancient prophets had come back to life. This all had to leave Herod’s
head spinning! What is going on? This was someone he needed to check out in person! “And he tried to
see Him.” You would think that someone with Herod’s means and authority would be able to accomplish
such a goal as getting to see Jesus! But, like so many today, if you don’t desire to meet Him in the right
way for the right reasons, you will never get to see who He really is! Your eyes will be blinded to the truth
of His identity and the reality of His nature! Herod had no interest in a message of repentance, change of
character, and submission to the will of God! So, no matter how hard he may have tried to see Jesus, it
just wasn’t going to happen!
However, at the end of Jesus own tour, after He was arrested, Herod finally got to see Him. When Herod
saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been wanting to see him. From what
he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform some miracle. He plied him with many questions,
but Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the teachers of the law were standing there,
vehemently accusing him. Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an
elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate (Luke 23:8-11). Herod had not changed his wicked adulterous
heart! He wanted to see Jesus – but not like those who truly desired His transforming power and grace!
He wanted to see Jesus – but when he finally saw Him, He made a mockery of Him! He ridiculed the very
One who had made him and had the power to save him from his sins! Yup, he really TRIED to see
Jesus!






Remember that the PURE IN HEART will see God! If you want to see Jesus, let Him cleanse
your heart!
Attend worship and ask God to give you the kind of eyes that will truly see Jesus!
Become like Philip and Andrew who helped others see Jesus (John 12:20,21).
Anticipate the day when we shall see Him face to face – and we shall be like Him!
Remember that one day every eye shall see Him! (Revelation 1:7)

Prayer Challenge: DON’T BE A HEROD! Endure hardship as discipline from our Heavenly Father; God is
treating you as His children. Be thankful that you are not illegitimate children, for then God would not care
to discipline you. Be mindful that God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. The
unpleasant pain of discipline produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been
trained by it. So, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. "Make level paths for your feet," so that
the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed. Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be
holy; WITHOUT HOLINESS NO ONE WILL SEE THE LORD! - Hebrews 12:7-14.

#78 – Jesus Welcomed Them, Spoke To Them, and Healed Them
Luke 9:10,11 - When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what they had done. Then he took
them with him and they withdrew by themselves to a town called Bethsaida, but the crowds learned about
it and followed him. He welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those
who needed healing.
The apostles finished their assignment of curing sick people, driving out demons and preaching the
kingdom of God. After investing themselves in such a powerful and intensive work, it was time for a bit of
a retreat. So, they withdrew to Bethsaida. It didn’t take the crowds long to locate their whereabouts,
however, and they were soon following Jesus. These followers invaded Jesus’ private time with His
disciples, right in the middle of their retreat! What did Jesus do? He welcomed them! He spoke to them
about the Kingdom of God! He healed those who needed healing!
“He welcomed them” - just like He welcomes all who are weary and burdened (Matthew 11:28). He
welcomed them - just like He welcomes all who are thirsty to come drink of the water of life (John 7:37).
He welcomed them like a hen would welcome her chicks – just like He would have welcomed Jerusalem,
but they would not! He welcomed them – just like He welcomed the whole world with outstretched arms
when He hung on the cross! Jesus welcomes all who will receive Him and believe on His name! And, He
gives them the right to be called children of God (John 1:12). Wouldn’t it have been awesome to be one
of those He welcomed that day?
“He spoke to them about the kingdom of God!” Wouldn’t you have just given anything to hear Jesus
speak about God’s kingdom? Jesus could speak first hand of a glorious King who has a perfect plan for
His kingdom; One who always does the right thing, in the right way, at the right time, for the right reason –
and He clothes His people in this same garment of righteousness! How His message about God’s
glorious rule would have contrasted with what they experienced with the corrupt rulers of this fallen world.
No one could inspire people to hunger for the kingdom of God like Jesus could! Jesus perfectly
expressed the heart and mind of the great God of the universe! Wouldn’t you have wanted to be there?
“He healed those who needed healing.” I’d guess that would be just about everyone! There’s something
in every human being that needs healing. It could be something physical, mental, spiritual, emotional or
relational, but we all need some sort of healing! The Word that became flesh, the One who made all
things and holds all things together, did not withhold His power from these needy souls who followed Him
that day! Don’t you just wish you could have been there?






Give thanks that the Lord Jesus welcomes all who come to Him in sincere faith and true
repentance.
Make time for the ministry of the Word that proclaims the kingdom of God!
Present your requests and needs for healing to the One who has all power and compassion.
Pray that others will discover that Jesus is the One who will welcome them just as they are, and
that they will discover His transforming compassion, grace and truth!
Give praise to the King who reigns in righteousness, compassion, grace and truth!

Prayer Challenge: Join with all the saints and heavenly hosts in singing –
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty; Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty; God in three persons, blessed Trinity.
Holy, holy, holy, though the darkness hide Thee; Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see.
Only Thou art holy, there is none beside Thee; Perfect in power and love and purity.
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty. All Thy works shall praise Thy name In earth, and sky, and sea.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty; God in three persons, blessed Trinity.
God in three persons, blessed Trinity.

#79 – Five Loaves and Two Fish
Luke 9:12-17 - Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, "Send the crowd away so they can
go to the surrounding villages and countryside and find food and lodging, because we are in a remote
place here."
He replied, "You give them something to eat." They answered, "We have only five loaves of bread and
two fish--unless we go and buy food for all this crowd." (About five thousand men were there.) But he said
to his disciples, "Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each." The disciples did so, and everybody
sat down. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke
them. Then he gave them to the disciples to set before the people. They all ate and were satisfied, and
the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.
100 groups of 50 men sat down to a feast of five loaves and two fish! That would be one small loaf for
every 20 groups of 50 men and 1 small fish for 50 groups of 50 men! (Keep in mind that this count did
not include the women and children who were likely present on this occasion). A typical day at
McDonald’s in a suburb population of about 24,000 near Raleigh, N.C. shows an average of 1,500
customers per day. That being said, without advance warning, not even your average McDonald’s would
be prepared to feed the crowd that had gathered on this occasion. Needless to say, feeding this large
gathering would be on par with feeding dinner to the 2-3 million Israelites who fled Egypt under the
leadership of Moses. God did that! Nothing is impossible with God!
Jesus TOOK the five loaves and the two fish. He will receive what we have to offer Him – no matter how
small or inadequate! Just make it available to Him! Next, Jesus LOOKED UP to heaven. When things
are too small and inadequate for meeting the needs – don’t look down or at someone else to do
something, LOOK UP to heaven! Then, Jesus GAVE THANKS! There is no solution in being ungrateful
or unthankful for the little that you may have – GIVE THANKS! A thankful spirit and attitude is one that
God loves to work through! After giving thanks, Jesus BROKE THEM! Brokenness is something that
God loves to work with! Psalm 51:17; Isaiah 57:15; Isaiah 66:2 all speak of this point. These loaves and
fish needed to be BROKEN if they would be used for God’s purposes in feeding the multitude. We
understand that a horse must be broken if it will be useful to our purposes – apply that same
understanding to our brokenness before God! And, finally, Jesus GAVE THEM TO THE DISCIPLES to
set before the people! These broken morsels of bread and fish are now distributed for the refreshment
and consumption of the thousands. Amazement of amazements – everyone ate and they all were
satisfied! Even more incredible, twelve basketfuls of left over broken pieces were gathered when
everyone had finished eating. Five loaves and two fish, in the hands of Jesus, were more than enough!
This One who broke the bread that day was Himself the Bread of Life to the world. This same Jesus
would LOOK UP to heaven and GIVE THANKS for the bitter cup He was going to drink. He was
BROKEN for our transgressions and sins. This Bread of Life (broken for us) was entrusted to His
disciples for distribution, and everyone who has ever partaken of this Bread has found it to be enough to
satisfy the deepest needs of their soul! And, amazement of amazements – there is enough of this Bread
left over for millions upon millions to feast and be satisfied!






Let your spirit rejoice that nothing is impossible with God!
Feast on the Bread of Life – the very Word that comes from the mouth of God!
Give thanks for the Bread that was broken for you and be satisfied.
Pray that others will receive the Bread of Life and find their satisfaction in Him!
Give praise to God that this Bread is capable of feeding and meeting the needs of the whole
world!

Prayer Challenge: "This, then, is how you should pray:" `Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
the evil one.' (Matthew 6:9-13). Look to the One who declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to
me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. (John 6:35).

#80 – Who Is Jesus?
Luke 9:18-22 - Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked them,
"Who do the crowds say I am?" They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still
others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life." "But what about you?" he asked.
"Who do you say I am?" Peter answered, "The Christ of God." Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to
anyone. And he said, "The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief
priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life."
Perhaps the most challenging question for the world to give an answer to is, “Who is Jesus?” On the
occasion of our scripture reference, Jesus is still teaching His disciples and training them for the mission
that will be theirs when His work is finished. Following a time of private prayer, He asked them, “Who do
the crowds say I am?” It is important for the disciples to be aware of public opinion concerning the
identity of Jesus? THEY are soon to become the mission field! The majority of the public at that time
considered Jesus to be John the Baptist, Elijah or one of the long ago prophets come back to life. Today,
it’s very hard to get a good read on public opinion about Jesus. Many do not even want to consider Him
and will avoid the question. Others will place Him in a similar place with the crowds of Jesus’ day, and
identify Him as a great teacher, a prophet or religious leader. The mainstream public has great difficulty
dealing with the unique personhood of Jesus, the records of His life and teaching, and His personal
claims about Himself.
“But what about you?” Who do you say He is? Jesus has this way of drawing us out of the mainstream
and making us personally accountable for what we believe about Him! Will we just go along with the
crowds and agree with their sentiments, or will we examine His character, His teaching, His conduct, His
motives and draw our own conclusions? Peter’s answer was quite different from the assessment of the
crowds, “The Christ of God.” To believe that Jesus is God’s promised Messiah and deliverer is
dramatically different from the opinion of the crowds! Was Peter simply buttering up His mentor or did he
really believe that Jesus was THE CHRIST OF GOD? Historical and Biblical evidence will show that
Peter really believed that what he believed about Jesus was really real! But what about you? Are you
satisfied to join with the opinion of the crowds concerning Jesus, or do you really believe, like Peter, that
He is the Christ of God?
Jesus STRICTLY WARNED them not to tell anyone that He was the Christ of God. If word of this got out
from His closest followers, it could spread like wildfire and create problems that might interfere with His
impending suffering, rejection, persecution, murder and resurrection! Jesus is still teaching them. Now
they know who Jesus is and the road He must travel in the process of delivering His people from the
bondage and tyranny of sin. When these things finally took place they would call to remembrance what
Jesus said on this occasion. And they would remember that He was not just another prophet or teacher,
He was indeed THE CHRIST OF GOD!






Meditate on all the Biblical declarations of Jesus’ identity.
Worship Jesus, the Christ of God!
Give thanks for His suffering, rejection, crucifixion and resurrection.
Pray that others will recognize who Jesus really is and not just go along with the crowd.
Give praise to God for deliverance from the bondage and tyranny of sin.

Prayer Challenge: Join with John the Revelator in acknowledging the identity of Jesus.
I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and
True. With justice he judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many
crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped
in blood, and his name is the Word of God. The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white
horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to
strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the
wrath of God Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND
LORD OF LORDS. (Revelation 19:11-16).

#81 – Ashamed of Jesus and His words
Luke 9:23-27 - Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take
up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for me will save it. What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self? If
anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his
glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. I tell you the truth, some who are standing here
will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God."
In the previous prayer guide we asked the all-important question, “Who is Jesus?” If He is truly the Christ
of God, then it is altogether fitting that we should be ready and willing to be His disciples. In today’s
passage, Jesus makes some hard demands and declarations. He plainly declares that to follow Him
requires self-denial, complete dedication and willing obedience. Salvation is for those who lose their lives
in Christ Jesus, NOT for those who seek to preserve their own life’s ambitions and goals. Although this
teaching of Jesus is found in all four gospels, Luke is the only one of the gospel writers to emphasize the
“daily” element of discipleship. This makes those actions of self-denial, dedication and obedience a
continual and ongoing action – day by day, moment by moment!
In the middle of these hard declarations, Jesus raises another all-important question, “What good is it for
a man to gain the whole world, and yet forfeit his very self?” Having offered the way TO salvation and
life, He now gives warning about choosing the WRONG path of life. Wrong priorities and values will result
in forfeiture of the most important thing you possess! What is the value in gaining great wealth, fame,
power and status if you lose what is eternally important – your very soul? So of course, the false truth
claims will quickly assure those who place the greatest values on things and accomplishments that they
are doing the right thing, by proclaiming that, “There is no life after death!” “There is no immortal soul!”
“Eat, drink and party for tomorrow we die!” But, Jesus sets forth the sobering truth that one can indeed
lose his soul – FOREVER!
His next word is NOT one He created for e-mail or facebook guilt trips that can be posted at the end of a
message trying to make sure it gets passed on to someone else. “If anyone is ashamed of me and my
words…” This is a word that calls us to demonstrate that we REALLY BELIEVE that what we believe
about Jesus is REALLY REAL! Why should anyone be ashamed to publicly acknowledge that he/she
believes that Jesus is the Christ of God? Why should anyone be ashamed of ANYTHING that Scriptures
record and claim to be true about HIS LIFE, HIS TEACHING, and HIS PERSONHOOD? Herein lays the
secret to becoming one of those who will see the kingdom of God in their lifetime! When you know the
King well enough to trust His identity, His commands, His plans and purposes, then you will NOT be
ashamed to stand and testify to that confidence! The Kingdom of God will be so plain to you that all else
pales in comparison and you cannot help but preach it, live it and do all you can to reveal it to others!






Meditate on what it means to deny yourself and take up your cross daily and follow Jesus.
Go to worship service with other believers and demonstrate in spirit and truth that you really
believe that what you believe about Jesus is really real!
Give thanks for His promise of life abundant and eternal as you lose your life in Him.
Pray that others will turn from worldly ambitions that offer the possibility of fame, fortune and
power but at the cost of their very soul!
Give praise to God for opening our blind eyes and allowing us to see His Kingdom right here,
right now!

Prayer Challenge: Join with the Apostle Paul as you unashamedly celebrate Jesus and His glorious
Gospel. “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone
who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the gospel a righteousness from God is
revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by
faith." (Romans 1:16,17).

#82 – Jesus Alone!
Luke 9:28-36 - About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went
up onto a mountain to pray. As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes
became as bright as a flash of lightning. Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor,
talking with Jesus. They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at
Jerusalem. Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his
glory and the two men standing with him. As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, "Master, it is
good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters--one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah." (He
did not know what he was saying.) While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and
they were afraid as they entered the cloud. A voice came from the cloud, saying, "This is my Son, whom I
have chosen; listen to him." When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples
kept this to themselves, and told no one at that time what they had seen.
Eight days after Jesus raised the all-important question, “What good is it for a man to gain the whole
world, and yet forfeit his very self?” and, after he declared, “If anyone is ashamed of me and my words…,”
Jesus took three of His disciples on a mountain trip to pray. Something extraordinary happened as Jesus
was praying. We call it the TRANSFIGURATION! That is, there was an amazing transformation that took
place right before the eyes of these three disciples. His face changed, His clothing changed and Moses
and Elijah appeared in splendor and glory, talking with Him! What a trio of History shaping personalities!
Moses the Lawgiver! Elijah the Prophet! And, Jesus the Christ, the Son of God! Who wouldn’t want to
hear what these three had to talk about together? Luke tells us that they spoke about Jesus’ exodus from
this earth, to be fulfilled in Jerusalem. Would that conversation have included the events that would fulfill
prophecy and transition from the Old Covenant to the New? Whatever they related together, it was rich,
amazing and glorious!
So, here we see Jesus, identified with the spiritual greatness of Moses and Elijah! Peter, John and
James had been dozing off, but this incredible moment brought them to full attention! They beheld the
glory of Jesus and His harmonious relationship with Moses and Elijah. Much like most of us who’ve had
a mountaintop experience, Peter wanted to prolong this camp meeting. He suggested that they build
three temporary shelters, one for Jesus, one for each of the others. Luke lets us know that this idea was
really not appropriate. More significantly, even while Peter was offering his suggestion, they were
enveloped in a cloud. In the midst of the cloud a voice, that could only have been God’s voice, said, “This
is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to Him.” Moses had led the Israelites out of bondage into freedom
and recorded the very words and commands of God. Elijah had boldly preached and demonstrated the
mighty power of God, standing against the godlessness of his generation. Both men were Israel’s
heroes. But the voice told them to listen to JESUS!
Interestingly, when the voice had spoken, Moses and Elijah had vanished and Jesus was ALONE! The
Law of God is awesome, and Moses has an important place in God’s plan and our remembrance.
Prophecy is an amazing and powerful revelation of God’s purposes, and Elijah deserves our recognition
as one of God’s greatest vessels of prophecy. But, Jesus stands ALONE! Greater than Moses! Greater
than Elijah! He did not just bring a Word FROM God, He IS the WORD OF God - in the flesh! And this
Word speaks like no other! This Word WAS God! And the voice said, “Listen to Him!” This Word did not
come to DESTROY the Law and the Prophets, He came to FULFILL them! Jesus was the fulfillment of all
that Moses and Elijah had proclaimed! Listen to Jesus! Pay attention to His words and put them into
practice, and you too will fulfill all the law and prophets! Christ alone! He’s all we need!






Recognize the glory of Jesus in comparison with Moses and Elijah.
Worship the One who is greater than Moses and Elijah – Him who fulfills the Law and Prophets.
Give thanks for Jesus who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.
Look to Christ Jesus alone and remember that all things were created by Him and for Him!
Give praise to God who was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Christ Jesus!

Prayer Challenge: Ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and
understanding. And pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in
every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all
power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully
give thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of
light. For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son
he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:9-14)

#83 – Unbelieving and Perverse Generation
Luke 9:37-43 - The next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large crowd met him. A man in
the crowd called out, "Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he is my only child. A spirit seizes him and
he suddenly screams; it throws him into convulsions so that he foams at the mouth. It scarcely ever
leaves him and is destroying him. I begged your disciples to drive it out, but they could not." "O
unbelieving and perverse generation," Jesus replied, "how long shall I stay with you and put up with you?
Bring your son here." Even while the boy was coming, the demon threw him to the ground in a
convulsion. But Jesus rebuked the evil spirit, healed the boy and gave him back to his father. And they
were all amazed at the greatness of God.
Luke is very good with time references. He tells us what happened the very next day after Jesus, Peter,
James and John came down from the mountain. His attention to these kind of details (time, places,
people, events) help us to know that he is a man of truth and allows us an opportunity to verify his
accounts with other historical data and sources. Anyway, the next day, a LARGE CROWD met Him
coming down from the mount of transfiguration. They always seemed to know where to find Him! A man
from the crowd begged Jesus to help his only son who was under the control of an evil spirit. The man
had tried getting help for him from Jesus’ disciples, but they weren’t able to. Jesus had some choice
words (some scholars think that these words were aimed at the disciples, I’m not so sure). I tend to think
that these words were meant for all of them and all of US! “O unbelieving and perverse generation, how
long shall I stay with you and put up with you?” Ow! The unbelief of generations has contributed greatly
to the loss of godly faith and conduct, and has given way to the increasing influence and control of
demons and evil spirits over succeeding generations. Faith has become perverted – and the culture has
been corrupted and deviated from what is right and good. How long should Jesus (the personification of
God’s glory) remain in such a culture and, how long should He put up with it? Thomas Jefferson
authored the following words, “I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just; that His justice
cannot sleep forever.”
Jesus directed the man to bring his son to Him. Even while he was coming, the boy gave a first-hand
demonstration of the condition he was in. “The demon threw him on the ground in a convulsion.” (I think
I’ve seen a few of these demons in kids during my lifetime!) Jesus rebuked the evil spirit, healed the boy
and gave him back to his father. Jesus overcame evil with good! He demonstrated the power of God to
rebuke and overcome the work of the devil, to bring healing to a life damaged by evil, and to restore
family relationships! Do we believe He can do that in OUR generation? The crowds know where to find
Jesus, but we are an unbelieving and perverse generation – damaged by generations of unbelief and
corruption of faith! We have large numbers of our culture who throw fits whenever someone tries to bring
them to Jesus! How long should He put up with such faithless behavior. Little do we know how far we
have fallen from the glory that we were originally created with. Yet, many can still testify to His
transforming power to destroy the devil’s work in their lives, to His power to heal the sicknesses wrought
by evil, and to restore family relationships! Maybe you’re one of those miracles! The end result of
Christ’s intervention? Everyone was amazed at the greatness of God!






Recognize the glory of Jesus in comparison with the unbelief and corruption of our generation.
Worship the One who has destroyed the work of the devil.
Give thanks for the One who can heal us from generational sin and unbelief.
Look to the One who can restore family relationships and reunite parents and children!
Give praise to God that He still remains with us and puts up with us!

Prayer Challenge: Pray for God’s Kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven!
Pray that Christ will continue to extend His mercy to our world and that our unbelieving and perverse
generation will “get it!” Pray that He would forgive us of our sins and lead us in paths of righteousness.
Pray that He may deliver us from evil and rescue us from the destructive work of the devil. Pray that He
will work in us to purify our hearts, to perfect righteousness, to destroy the devil’s work and fully establish
His great kingdom, which is forever!

#84 – They Didn’t Get It and Were Afraid to Ask
Luke 9:43-45 - While everyone was marveling at all that Jesus did, he said to his disciples, "Listen
carefully to what I am about to tell you: The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men."
But they did not understand what this meant. It was hidden from them, so that they did not grasp it, and
they were afraid to ask him about it.
Okay, pay attention and listen up! I’ve got something really important to tell you! While everyone was
enraptured with what Jesus DID, He’s communicating to His disciples who He IS and what is going to be
DONE to HIM! But they didn’t get it! They were consumed with thoughts of Jesus reigning in a temporal
kingdom, and them alongside Him sharing in secular positions of glory and power. Jesus had been
demonstrating unequaled miraculous powers that had gained the interest and support of the public in
such a way that they could now see it coming to pass. Knowing what was in their hearts, Jesus takes this
occasion to tell them again what He had told them before. The near future was not going to bring Him the
popular support of men, rather it would bring betrayal, dishonor, and see Him die in disgrace. None of
this present admiration would be able to prevent it. So, listen carefully; take special notice of what I’m
saying to you and don’t allow your ears to be stopped by any notions you may have of the temporal
kingdom of the Messiah. Don’t follow your hearts and hopes on this matter, listen carefully to what I’m
telling you – accept it, believe it and submit to it!
The word of Christ does us no good unless we let it sink down into our heads and hearts! Our own
ambitions, desires and dreams can get in the way of grasping and understanding truth and reality. The
very things Christ means to communicate to us can remain hidden because His words do not agree with
our notions. Even though He spoke plainly, the disciples would not understand it because it didn’t fit with
their world view and aspirations. So, they didn’t get it! Men and women, boys and girls are affected by
the same hearing disorders TODAY! We love Jesus, but some of His words are hard and don’t fit with
our program, so WE DON’T GET IT!
There is no shame in “not getting it,” but “they were afraid to ask Him about it.” How many students could
have been enlightened if they had only had courage to ask questions? Christ is not distressed by our
questions related to His Word! On this occasion, it’s apparent that they were afraid to ask Him because
they were enjoying their dream and did not wish for it to be shattered. They were content with their
pleasing deception of what the future might hold for them and Him. They did not want to understand what
Jesus was saying in a literal sense because it didn’t agree with their notions. Can anyone relate to them?
Don’t be afraid to ask Him to enlighten your understanding and world view when it comes to things you
“don’t get” in His Word! Let the truth and reality of Christ’s Word sink into your head and your heart!






Listen carefully to the Word of Christ! Make sure you “get it!”
Listen carefully to the Word of Christ! Make sure you “get it!”
If you don’t “get it,” make sure you ask questions.
Don’t be afraid to change your world view in the light of His Word!
Let the truth and reality of His Word sink into your head and your heart!

Prayer Challenge: My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak
and slow to become angry, for man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires.
Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in
you, which can save you. Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.
Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror
and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who
looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has
heard, but doing it--he will be blessed in what he does. (James 1:19-25)

#85 – The Least Is the Greatest!
Luke 9:46-48 - An argument started among the disciples as to which of them would be the greatest.
Jesus, knowing their thoughts, took a little child and had him stand beside him. Then he said to them,
"Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the
one who sent me. For he who is least among you all--he is the greatest."
Ambition for honor and striving for superiority caused an argument among the disciples. That’s often
what causes arguments and divisions among people! In this incident we see that even Christ’s inner
circle had issues for which they deserved to be severely rebuked. They had visions for greatness that
emanated from self-serving ambitions and too high an opinion of themselves. This exposed them to a
great deal of conflict, temptation and trouble which those who are humble and content to be “least” are
immune to. So they began to argue their qualifications and superiority with one another. Jesus perceived
the thoughts and intents of their hearts. It has been said that “thoughts are words to Him, and whispers
are loud cries.” We should keep our thoughts under control because the Lord knows them full well!
Jesus directed His disciples to aim at greatness that is obtained by quiet humility, and not at that which is
obtained by aggressive and aspiring ambition. As an example, He stood a little child next to Him, and
said (in essence), “This child is me!” “Anyone who welcomes this child welcomes me; and that means he
also welcomes God!” If you’re too important and self-absorbed to revere and love a child, you’re too selfabsorbed to revere and love God! If you are free to take time with and invest yourself in those who are
the least among people, then you have taken time with Christ and invested yourself in Him!
Many adults are not interested in children or in giving them their time and attention. If a person’s heart is
set on being great in the things of the world (titles, influence, power, fame, riches, records and personal
accomplishments and recognition), he will have little or no time for children. It’s easy to get absorbed in
the worldly competitions of being the best, becoming the greatest, having the most, making the most and
climbing the ladders of society. This is one reason why many in our culture have no interest in family or in
having children. Children take time and attention, and they offer very little in return when it comes to
helping you climb the social ladder! They don’t have money, connections, influence or authority. They
WILL, however, give you a job!  They’ll give you all kinds of work! And, they’ll cost you all kinds of
time, energy, money and patience! They’ll need teachers, discipline, correction and training in doing the
right thing, in the right way, at the right time, for the right reason! So, you want to be great? Open your
heart to children! Embrace them into your arms and your world as a sacred and precious trust! Anyone
who welcomes a little child in Jesus’ name, welcomes Him! Anyone who will invest in children with his
time, love, teaching and training (in Jesus’ name), that person is the greatest! What do you think the
disciples thought about ministry to children after this?






Pray for a heart that aspires to greatness as Christ defines it!
Commit to serving and investing in the least!
Take a hard look at the attitude of your heart when it comes to “ladder climbing” and what you
consider to be GREAT or important in life.
Don’t be afraid to change your values and priorities when it comes to investing in things that are
really great!
Embrace the children with your prayers, your time, your gifts, your money and your heart!

Prayer Challenge: So do not worry, saying, `What shall we eat?' or `What shall we drink?' or `What shall
we wear?' For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble
of its own. (Matthew 6:31-34)
"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break
in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
(Matthew 6:19-21)

#86 – Not One of Us!
Luke 9:49-50 - "Master," said John, "we saw a man driving out demons in your name and we tried to stop
him, because he is not one of us." "Do not stop him," Jesus said, "for whoever is not against you is for
you."
John proudly reported to Jesus the latest action of the team – they had rebuffed the efforts of a man who
was driving out demons in Jesus’s name - because he was “not one of them!” This man was NOT one of
the twelve, he had NEVER ASSOCIATED with them nor met with them, but was using the name of Jesus
to cast out devils. Because he was not from THEIR denomination, they would not let him preach or
practice faith in the name of Jesus. This fellow was not ordained as they were, he did not acknowledge
their superior connection with Christ, nor did he seek their fellowship. So, it seemed absolutely right to
John and the inner circle to restrain such action from an outsider. Surely the Master would be pleased!
But Jesus gave them quite the opposite view point. John was likely surprised by the response Jesus
gave to his report. “Don’t stop him, for whoever is not against you is for you.” This reproof admonished
them to encourage those who were carrying out the same mission and ministry as them, even though
they were not a part of their communion. If a person is doing the work of Christ then he’s on the same
team, he has the same Lord and Master, and he’s headed toward the same end! If Jesus approves such
a person, so should we!
What a great deal of damage to the cause of Christ could be prevented if this short passage was carefully
considered - even by those that claim a very close and intimate relationship with Christ Jesus! How easy
it can be to begin to feel superior to others that do not belong to our fellowship and denominational
preference, because they are “not one of us!” Such bigotry is not uncommon among those who identify
themselves as believers in Jesus. We may not call ourselves “The ONLY True Church of Jesus Christ,”
but we may inwardly have that attitude! Can we not hear His reproof? “Whoever is not against you is for
you.” Our common ground is faith in Christ Jesus. Anyone who believes that Jesus is the way, and the
truth, and the life, is our friend! Let’s not let our rich and special relationship with Christ cause us to think
of ourselves above others who also have a personal relationship Him. Believers face enough opposition
to their faith in this world - we can ill afford to make enemies of those who are not against us! Paul
addresses this same issue in Romans 14:4 - “Who are you to judge someone else's servant? To his own
master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.” These are days
when Christians truly need to encourage and support ministry in Jesus’ name that drives out the devil –
no matter who it is – even if they are NOT ONE OF US!






Pray that you will not hinder the work of Christ but rather support it, even if it’s being done by
those who serve Him outside of your fellowship and denominational preference!
Examine your heart to see if there is any “Christian bigotry” in you. Trust Christ to faithfully
oversee others who serve in His name in the same way that He is governing your life and service!
Give thanks for all believers, whatever their level of maturity, wherever they have been led to
fellowship and serve, and however they have been called to minister in Jesus’ name.
Allow Christ to rebuke any arrogant superiority of faith in your spirit and promote a spirit of unity
with all others who have been united with Christ.
Get rid of all selfish ambition and conceit. Allow humility to blossom in its place!

Prayer Challenge: If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his
love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by
being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish
ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look
not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. Your attitude should be the same as that
of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.
(Philippians 2:1-7)

#87 – Not One of Us! (Part 2)
Luke 9:51-56 - As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for
Jerusalem. And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for
him; but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. When the
disciples James and John saw this, they asked, "Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to
destroy them?" But Jesus turned and rebuked them, and they went to another village.
After the disciples had been corrected for rebuffing a man who was driving out demons in Jesus’ name,
they met up with a situation that provided Jesus with another teaching opportunity. Jesus had resolutely
set His course to Jerusalem where He would accomplish our redemption and salvation. It was now the
right time to do this, and He set His whole mind, heart and being in that direction! He sent part of the
team ahead to prepare His way, but this Samaritan town would not receive Him. Christ Jesus would have
been the biggest blessing that ever came to that village, yet, quite rudely, they did not welcome Him.
Zealous for Jesus, the Sons of Thunder were ready to call down fire from heaven to destroy these people.
In the first case of the man who was driving out demons, they acted with bigotry. Now, in this instance,
they would become tyrants who would persecute those who didn’t receive their Lord. Jesus reprimanded
them for both attitudes. These are contrary to the plan for salvation and redemption. He would not have
them meet rude, unwelcoming attitudes in this manner. Under cover of zeal for their Master, James and
John harbored pride, passion and personal revenge toward these people, and Jesus rebuked them.
There is a lesson here for us all when we deal with those who are unwelcoming and rude toward Christ
Jesus. Oh how we need the Spirit of Christ in dealing with hard-hearted, rude people! His Spirit in us will
empower us to be truly Christian, enabling us to act in grace - not with fire from heaven! Let us not have
a disposition contrary to the Gospel, but let us act, understanding that we are no longer under the
bondage and tyranny of death, but under the dispensation of life, liberty, grace, peace and good will
toward men! Remember that Christ our Lord did not come to DESTROY men’s lives, but to SAVE them!
It is not His design to build His kingdom with fire and sword, or by fear and slaughter, but by holy love; by
miracles of healing and grace, not by the plagues and destruction that brought Israel out of Egypt! He
came to put to death all enmities between God and man, not to foster them! We are destitute of Christ’s
Spirit and the power of the Gospel when we force His kingdom upon men with the use of violence,
persecution and tyrannical behaviors. Jesus did not punish this town for their rude behavior, but went
quietly and peaceably on His way to another village, where they would not be stingy and bigoted. We
might learn from Him that, when opposition is strong, it is wise to get out of the way of it rather than to
contend with it. If we are met with rudeness and rejection, instead of returning it with revenge, we should
see if there are others who will be more civil and receptive.






Pray for a heart that seeks the salvation of souls, not their destruction!
Commit to seeking the heart and mind of Christ when dealing with hard-hearted and rude people!
Be thankful that, while you were still a sinner, Christ died for you.
Don’t be afraid to walk away from rude behavior, shake the dust off your feet, and seek for a
more receptive audience as you get things ready for Christ to come.
Remember that Christ’s kingdom cannot be forced upon anyone. It is the work of the Holy Spirit
of God who does not deal with men according to what their sins deserve!

Prayer Challenge: Remember that - " God so loved THE WORLD that he gave his one and only Son, that
WHOEVER believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the
world to CONDEMN the world, but to SAVE the world through him. WHOEVER believes in him is not
condemned, but WHOEVER does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in
the name of God's one and only Son. This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved
darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will
not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But WHOEVER lives by the truth comes
into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God." (John
3:16-21)

#88 – Count the Cost of Following Christ!
Luke 9:57,58 - As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, "I will follow you wherever you
go." Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to
lay his head."
We have here another individual who is enamored with Jesus! No one ever taught like He taught! No
one ever did the miraculous deeds that He did! No one ever demonstrated such mercy and grace
blended with truth like He did! Having witnessed the awe and wonder, who wouldn’t want to be a follower
of Jesus? So, with Jesus on the way to Jerusalem (where it was thought that He would establish His
authority) it should not be surprising that this man would declare His readiness to become a full-time
disciple of Christ. Our Lord’s response to this man’s declaration of allegiance reveals that Jesus can see
inside of this man, things that we cannot see. He sees a man with an IMPULSIVE nature – one who has
not considered the real cost of His commitment. It’s grand to follow Jesus when He’s feeding the
multitudes. It’s easy to follow Jesus when He’s popular and everything’s going wonderfully. It’s easy to
follow Jesus – if it doesn’t cost anything! Jesus helps this man understand that following Him will mean
times of tribulation and discomfort in this world! Before making an impulsive decision to follow Jesus,
COUNT THE COST!
Our Gospel writer includes other instances of this same principle in chapter 14. In verses 25-27 we read
that large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and it’s likely that many shared the impulsive nature of our
previous man. Jesus said to these crowds, "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and
mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life--he cannot be my disciple.
And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.” This hard word insists
that we do not make a casual commitment to Christ! He demands our complete love and loyalty along
with a self-sacrificing obedience if we would be His disciple! COUNT THE COST!
Again, in verses 28-30, He asks, "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down
and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? For if he lays the foundation and is
not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, saying, `This fellow began to build and was not
able to finish.' What is He saying? COUNT THE COST!
Jesus finishes this lesson in verses 31-33 by saying, "Or suppose a king is about to go to war against
another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose
the one coming against him with twenty thousand? If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the
other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. In the same way, any of you who does not give
up everything he has cannot be my disciple.” Jesus plainly defines the price of discipleship and it requires
that we all COUNT THE COST!






Praise God for His amazing grace, manifested in Christ Jesus!
Give God the honor and worship that He is worthy of!
Consider what it really means to be a Christian and a true follower of Christ.
Count the cost of discipleship. Are you willing to forfeit comforts, face opposition, endure trials
and tribulations that come with being a Christian?
Count the cost of salvation. What did your redemption cost God? What does it profit a man to
gain the whole world, but lose his soul? Are you ready to give up everything to be His disciple?

Prayer Challenge: It would not be an injustice to Scripture to substitute the name of Jesus in place of
“wisdom and understanding” in the Proverbs. Get wisdom, get understanding; do not forget my words or
swerve from them. Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protect you; love her, and she will watch over
you. Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom. THOUGH IT COST ALL YOU HAVE, get understanding.
Esteem her, and she will exalt you; embrace her, and she will honor you. She will set a garland of grace
on your head and present you with a crown of splendor." (Proverbs 4:5-9) And then, …test the sincerity
of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might
become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:8,9)

#89 – How About That Procrastinating Problem?
Luke 9:59,60 - He said to another man, "Follow me." But the man replied, "Lord, first let me go and bury
my father." Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of
God."
Apparently still on the road to Jerusalem, Jesus calls yet another man to be His disciple. This man
appears to have a legitimate reason to delay entering into the service of Christ but, once again, our Lord
sees what is in the heart of a man! Jesus recognizes that this man is prone to procrastination. He has
little recognition of the importance or urgency of following Jesus NOW! Ecclesiastes 12 is an urgent call
to young people to enter into the service of their Creator NOW, while they are still young! Jesus’s call to
this man holds the same importance and urgency, and it’s STILL His call on young and old alike!
Hebrews 4:7 similarly expresses, “Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.” NOW is the
time to act on God’s call! In 2 Corinthians 6, the Apostle Paul declares: “As God's fellow workers we urge
you not to receive God's grace in vain. For he says, ‘In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of
salvation I helped you.’ I tell you, NOW is the time of God's favor, NOW is the day of salvation.”
Like our hesitating disciple, many may recognize the importance of following Christ, but do not heed the
urgency and priority of NOW! We must not wait for a more convenient time in our lives and schedules.
Jesus said to this man, “Let the dead bury their own dead…” Wow! Have you no compassion, Jesus?
Well, first of all, this man’s father may not even be dead yet, and the man would be waiting, who knows
how long, before he would be free to follow Jesus! Secondly, this may also be a simple expression that
declares, “Let me sow my own oats for a season before I follow You!” This man is called to understand
that God is the God of the living, not the God of the dead! Jesus is the Way, and the Truth, and the LIFE,
and those who follow Him must LIVE for Him – HERE and NOW! Anything or anyone that puts off or
avoids Life that is in Christ is dead in comparison! If you’re going to follow Jesus, NOW is the time to do
it! Don’t waste any more time on things that are not eternal! Cease investing yourself in dead excuses
that keep you from following Christ!
Then Jesus says, “But you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” God’s kingdom is eternal! His plans for
His subjects are good! His laws are perfect! His power is matchless, His love endures forever, and His
salvation is sure! Can there be a more important message to proclaim? Do the things that only last for a
while hold a candle to being an integral part of what is eternal? Why spend your time, energy, money and
health on what does not last forever? Remember, you cannot serve both God and mammon! You cannot
go first and bury your father! You are not guaranteed tomorrow! Today is the day! If you’ve read this
piece then you’ve heard His call! How about that procrastinating problem?






Pray for a heart that desires to follow Jesus - NOW!
Worship the God of the living – pray for His kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as
it is in heaven.
Get rid of excuses and rationale that keep you from following Jesus.
Ask God to show you what you should be doing and being RIGHT NOW as a follower of Christ.
Pray that believers everywhere will cease any procrastination and faithfully proclaim God’s
kingdom to a world that is captive to the lies of the world, the flesh and the devil!

Prayer Challenge:
"Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. Why spend money on what is not bread, and
your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight
in the richest of fare. Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live. (Isaiah 55:16-21)
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" And I said, "Here
am I. Send me!" (Isaiah 6:8) "Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of
God." (Luke 9:60)

#90 – Single-Minded Devotion!
Luke 9:61,62 - Still another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my
family." Jesus replied, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the
kingdom of God."
We have here another willing follower of Jesus… with a big BUT! He’s willing to follow Christ, BUT first
he wants to go back and say good-by to his family. This man is putting off his startup time, but seems to
have a valid excuse. However, Jesus can see what we cannot see and His reply to this man reveals that
insight. Willing volunteers for service are such a welcome blessing – except when they’re DOUBLEMINDED! Our Lord sees a flaw in this man’s character, a flaw that dwells within many of us – DOUBLEMINDEDNESS! And so, He says to this man, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit
for service in the kingdom of God.” This man wants to follow Jesus BUT, he also wants to hang out with
his “peeps,” with the those who have become the dearest relationships and people in his life!
Is it possible that we could have relationships that can interfere with following Christ and serving in His
kingdom? Is it possible that even FAMILY members could get in the way of following Christ Jesus
supremely? Apparently so! Fitness for Christ’s service requires SINGLE-MINDED DEVOTION and
commitment! Anything less is not worthy of Him or His kingdom! Any calling, vocation or work, worth its
salt, deserves our full attention, commitment and due diligence! If you are called to be a surgeon, your
patients want you to make sure that you are SINGLE-MINDED, fully attentive and committed to their wellbeing. If not, you are not fit for this line of service! Jesus illustrated this point with the farmer who takes
up the plow. If he starts plowing the field without being focused, attentive and single-minded to his work,
his field will be a disgrace to farming! Likewise, those who say, “I have decided to follow Jesus,” if they
are not SINGLE-MINDED in their devotion to Christ and in their service to His kingdom, then our Lord
says, they are NOT FIT FOR SERVICE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD!
Is not Christ Jesus worthy of our very best devotion, allegiance and service? Did He not GIVE US HIS
VERY BEST? He obviously thought WE were worthy of it! Does the kingdom of God deserve any less
than our best – less than we give to our secular employers? Is not Christ worthy of greater loyalty, love
and energy than we might pour into our family, our friends, our employment, our hobbies or recreation?
Our fitness for serving in His kingdom hinges upon how we might answer these questions! How many
volunteers can I get to join with me in saying, “I want to be FIT for service in God’s kingdom?” “I desire to
be SINGLE-MINDED in following Christ in ways that reflect His worthiness!”






Pray for a heart and mind that fully appreciates the worthiness of following Christ Jesus!
Pray that you may have SINGLE-MINDED devotion and commitment the Lord and His kingdom.
Pray that you may recognize and abandon any DOUBLE-MINDED ways that hinder your fitness
in Christ’s service!
Pray that others who have also declared a willingness to follow Christ will keep their hand to the
plow!
Remember that fitness in Christ’s service requires 1) Counting the Cost & Paying the Price, 2)
Doing it NOW! 3) Single-Minded Devotion!

Prayer Challenge:
I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely humble and gentle; be
patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the
bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit-- just as you were called to one hope when you were
called-- one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in
all. (Ephesians 4:1-6 )
For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God
to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. And we pray this
in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every
good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his glorious
might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who
has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. For he has rescued us
from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:9-14)

#91 – Lambs Among Wolves
Luke 10:1-4 - After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to
every town and place where he was about to go. He told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers
are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. Go! I am
sending you out like lambs among wolves. Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet
anyone on the road.
The mission is serious, the message is urgent and the labor will be challenging! Jesus prepares His
disciples for this with His declaration: “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.” It’s going to be a
BIG job, and when He says this, Christ is not referring to the wheat, corn, beans or figs! He’s talking
about souls that are ripe for the kingdom of God! “The harvest is plentiful…” but there are very few
harvesters to get the job done! A multitude of souls are ripe for the Kingdom, but there are not many
enlisted in the task of reaping! There is more work than 36 teams of two could ever accomplish!
Jesus urges His followers to pray about this shortage of laborers, “Ask the Lord of the harvest to send out
workers into his harvest field.” I don’t think things have changed much these two thousand years later.
Good, faithful and productive labor is hard to find. There are not enough workers! It seems most people
would rather be the queen bee! There’s a shortage of work ethic and laborers in our culture, and the
same is true in our churches! Ten percent of the people do most of the work, while ninety percent enjoy
the benefits of someone else’s labor! So, Christ instructs His disciples to PRAY – pray that God will
inspire, train up and commission more workers!
Having told them to pray, His very next instruction is, “GO!” The Lord of the harvest immediately
commissions into the labor force those who pray for Him to send out workers! Do you think maybe that’s
why very few heed this instruction to pray - because they realize that would likely mean THEY would be
sent into the labor force? Pray and Go! We are not free to pray that others would be sent if we are not
also willing to work! Our prayer cannot be, “Here am I, Lord, send HER!” The GOSPEL begins with GO!
“I am sending you out like lambs among wolves.” Great! This is beginning to sound a bit like a suicide
mission. Everyone knows how well lambs survive in a pack of wolves! Wolves are blood thirsty
predators, and these lambs better pray that they aren’t prey! These lambs will not be laboring in a sheepfriendly environment. They will need to be as shrewd as serpents and as harmless as doves. They will
need to be on their guard, men possessing the faith of Daniel, courageous and strong, doing everything in
love. This mission is not a vacation retreat. They are to travel lightly, taking no extra money, luggage or
shoes! And, they are not to be deterred in their urgent mission by stopping to socialize along the way!
Small talk and meaningless conversation will hinder in their assignment. They are to be single-minded,
diligent, alert, faithful ambassadors who are tending to their Master’s business – right in the middle of a
wolf pack! Where can we find humble faithful diligent laborers, who are willing to take on a dangerous
mission, without adequate help for the amount of work, and with very limited resources and equipment?
Does this kind of character exist in our world? Pray and ask the Lord of the harvest to send some – then
be ready to be one!






Pray for a keen awareness of how great the harvest is for the kingdom of God!
Pray that the Lord of the harvest will send laborers into the harvest field.
Pray that you may be ready and willing to be sent as one of those workers!
Pray that we laborers may be faithful, courageous, strong and loving as we labor.
Give thanks and pray for those humble, faithful, diligent laborers who are out there in the harvest
fields, taking on the dangers without adequate help and with very limited resources!

Prayer Challenge: Join the Psalmist in this prayer of praise and assurance. The LORD is my shepherd, I
shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he
restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Even though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff,
they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with
oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in
the house of the LORD forever. (Psalm 23)

#92 – Stay-Bility! Don’t Move Around!
Luke 10:5-7 - "When you enter a house, first say, `Peace to this house.' If a man of peace is there, your
peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you. Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they
give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to house.
Jesus continues to give instruction to His single-minded, humble, diligent, alert, faithful ambassadors, as
they will be tending to their Master’s business and courageously facing the danger and challenges – right
in the middle of a wolf pack! The very next directive He gives them reflects that the Church will be built
one household at a time, and it will be built for stability! When they enter a house, their very first
expression and communication is to be one of peace! They are the representatives of the Prince of
Peace – the One who did not come to condemn the world, but to save it! They are not bringing God’s
judgment and condemnation, they are bearers of His peace! The very first intentions of Christ’s
ambassadors should be to bring peace to every situation, life and home they connect with.
“If a man of peace is there…” Other translations use the phrase “SON of peace.” In the Jewish style, a
man who has any good or bad quality is called the SON of it. Wise men are called the children or SONS
of wisdom (Matthew 11:19; Luke 7:35). Likewise, whatever a man is doomed to be, he is called the SON
of, as in Ephesians 2:3, those who pursue the fulfillment of their sinful nature are declared to be the
children of wrath. Also, Judas is called the SON of perdition, John 17:12. A man who deserves to die is
called a SON of death (2 Samuel 12:5). A SON of peace not only means a peaceable, quiet man, but
one also of good report for his uprightness and benevolence. These SONS of peace possess the kind of
character that is fertile soil for the Good News of Christ’s kingdom! It would have been a dishonor and an
exercise in futility if Christ’s ambassadors had taken up lodging with those who were not SONS of peace!
“Don’t move around from house to house.” It would be a great offense if a guest, after being made
welcome at a house, were to leave it and go to another. Even more significantly, God’s kingdom is one
that cannot be shaken (Hebrews 12:28), and so, His people should reflect that stability! Jumping and
hopping and skipping around from house of God to house of God will never do that! If you are received,
your testimony is appreciated, and your contribution to the household is wanted and welcomed – STAY
PUT! Bloom and grow where you are planted! You will not wear out your welcome if you continue to
labor faithfully for the Master in that environment, AND, your labors are deserving of your continued
reception and support! Do you wonder if you should stay where you are? Are you in a house of peace
with SONS of peace? Then STAY! Be faithful there! It’s all about STAYBILITY! You will produce more
SONS of peace – including those in your own household!






Pray that you will be a person of peace – to those you go to, and to those who come to you!
Pray that you would represent the kingdom that cannot be shaken, by modeling a faith that shows
stability.
Pray that you may inspire others to bloom where God plants them!
Pray that we laborers may be faithful, courageous, strong and loving as we labor.
Give thanks for those who have stayed with you and blessed you! Pray that you may do the
same with others – stick with them and bless them by your faithfulness and STAY-BILITY!

Prayer Challenge: Be an Ambassador of Christ’s Peace! `This is how you are to bless the Israelites
(those households, congregation or people that the Lord sends you to). Say to them: " ` "The LORD bless
you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his
face toward you and give you peace." ' Numbers 6:23-26
Stay Put! “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do
not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who
belong to the family of believers.” Galatians 6:9,10
Staybility! Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so
worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our "God is a consuming fire." Keep on loving each
other as brothers. Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained
angels without knowing it. Hebrews12:28-13:2

#93 – The Kingdom of God is Near!
Luke 10:8-12 - "When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you. Heal the sick who
are there and tell them, `The kingdom of God is near you.' But when you enter a town and are not
welcomed, go into its streets and say, `Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet we wipe off
against you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God is near.' I tell you, it will be more bearable on that
day for Sodom than for that town.”
Any community that would recognize and support their godly mission would certainly be a welcoming
town. Food and drink would be part of the deserving wage for the rich service these messengers will
provide to the place where they would stay. They are to conduct themselves as a part of the family or
community that receives them and their message. They should not be persnickety, ungrateful, snooty or
arrogant regarding the food that is set before them. Nor, should they act falsely humble if they receive
extra special kindness or extravagance in the culinary they may be presented with. Jesus does not deal
with concerns about issues of food offered to idols or alcoholic beverage, simply because there is no
need for it. Those who properly and graciously receive these ambassadors of God will also treat them
with due reverence and hospitality as well! They will not be purposely offensive in their provision. So,
when among such people, eat what is set before you and be thankful!
Jesus also gives them authority to demonstrate the power and mercy of God in their mission. They are
authorized to heal the sick who are in that town. This is not only the power and mercy of God at work, it
is also His affirmation of their welcoming spirit and hospitality shown to His ambassadors. Their ministry
of healing provides the opportunity for their message. Tell them, “The kingdom of God is near you.” The
reign of God is incredibly close to those who are welcoming of His ambassadors! It is so close, all they
need to do is welcome the One who sent them in the same way as they received His representatives.
BUT – when you enter a community where you are not welcomed, if there are none that will receive you
and your message, then leave! If you are not welcomed in their HOMES, Jesus instructs them to give a
warning in their STREETS. These ambassadors of Christ are to declare, not with rage, scorn or
resentment, but with compassion and concern for their eternal and perishing souls and the disastrous ruin
they are bringing upon themselves, “We shake off even the dust of your town from our feet against you.”
You are accountable for rejecting God’s own message and His messengers. They are not responsible for
the impending judgment that befalls those who reject God! They have been faithful to their charge.
These representatives of Christ must not even leave any of the town’s dust on their feet.
YET – you can be absolutely certain that this rejection does not change the fact that God’s kingdom is
near! As with Nineveh, even this town may repent and believe! God’s kingdom is as close as that –
Repent and Believe! Change your mind, change your heart, and agree with God! But, you can also be
absolutely certain of this, it will be more tolerable for Sodom on the judgment day than for the town that
rejects God and His gracious love as represented by these ambassadors of the Lord Jesus Christ!






Give thanks for those people in your life that welcome your testimony concerning Christ!
Pray that you will faithfully represent the kingdom of God that is near to those who will believe.
Pray that you would recognize when it’s time to shake the dust from your shoes against those
who reject your testimony and faith in Christ!
Remember that, just because people reject the message and the messenger, it doesn’t mean that
God’s kingdom is removed farther away, it’s still near – as near as repentance and believing!
Remember also that God will surely keep His promises of judgment and, it will be more bearable
for Sodom on that day than for those who reject His gracious plan of salvation and those who
bring the Good News of His kingdom!

Prayer Challenge: Realize, like Peter did - how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts
men from every nation who fear him and do what is right. Pray that you will make known - the message
God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all...
-- how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing
good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him… Acts 10:34,35.
And, pray for courage to - "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever
believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” Mark 16:15,16

#94 – Tyre and Sidon Would Have Repented
Luke 10:13-16 - "Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were performed in you had
been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But it will be
more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you. And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the
skies? No, you will go down to the depths. "He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he
who rejects me rejects him who sent me."
The good news of God’s kingdom with its grand offer of peace, healing and righteousness was delivered by these
ambassadors of Christ. Their hearers were provided an opportunity to become citizens of GOD’S KINGDOM, with all
its benefits, privileges and responsibilities. What grander offer could be made? If anyone failed to obtain the benefit,
it was their own fault! When the gospel is brought to your house and you shut your door against it, your blood is upon
your own head! God’s very own ambassadors delivered this good news to Korazin and Bethsaida. Their rejection of
this offer of grace was sinful and inexcusable and their condemnation is sure! Each one who slights God’s offer of
grace will have to answer for it. The more clear and righteous the message, the more we have to answer for on the
Judgment Day! If we refuse the holy offer of Christ, “it will be more tolerable for Sodom than for that city.” Jesus
makes it very clear that rejecting the gospel is a more heinous crime than was committed by the Sodomites when
they rejected the warning given them by Lot.
Korazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum all bordered the sea of Galilee, and this is where Jesus performed His most
convincing miracles and taught most plainly about the kingdom of God. These cities had been given the special
privilege of experiencing His grace and truth like no other cities. They had not only been dignified and honored with
the richest blessings, but they had been brought as near to the door of God’s kingdom as any people could be.
God’s purpose in favoring these cities was to bring them to repentance and transformation - to clearly recognize the
error of their sins, to repent in sackcloth and ashes, and to humbly and sincerely embrace the truth and righteousness
of God’s kingdom. Sadly, they received the grace of God in vain and did not repent. They did not produce fruit that
would have coincided with the advantages they had been blessed with. They gladly received the benefits of all His
miracles, but did not respond with appropriate honor and faith. But, If Christ had gone to Tyre and Sidon (Gentile
cities), and had preached the same messages and performed the same miracles that He did in these cities of Israel,
they would have repented long ago. Their sorrow for wrongdoing and grieving God would have been swift and their
repentance in sackcloth and ashes would have shown their sincerity.
Why does it seem that those who are given the greatest advantages don’t appreciate them, but those who would
have appreciated them are not granted that privilege? The answer is not provided here and this is perhaps a
question to be reserved for eternity. What IS given though is that those who receive the grace of God in vain are
destined to a very fearful doom in the depths of hell. Those who had been highly privileged and exalted by heaven’s
wonders and grace will be thrust down in disgrace and dishonor. In the day of judgment, things will go better for Tyre
and Sidon than for these privileged cities. To whom much is given, much will be required! Tyre and Sidon would
have repented – would you?
In conclusion, Jesus established this rule for judgment: What is done to His ambassadors is done to Him!
If His ambassadors are listened to, He has been listened to! If His ambassadors are rejected, then He has been
rejected! And, when HE has been rejected, the One who sent HIM has been rejected! Even though they may not
hate and persecute them, those who reject Christianity and despise the faithful ministers of Christ have rejected Him!
Those who look scornfully on Christ’s ambassadors and turn their backs on their ministry will be judged as those who
have despised Christ and the Father who sent Him.






Give thanks for the glorious privilege of experiencing the benefits of God’s Kingdom!
Pray that you will demonstrate sincere repentance and faith in your manner of living.
Pray that others will recognize the sacred offer of God’s kingdom and respond accordingly!
Remember that to whom much is given, much is required!
Remember that there are many less privileged who would sincerely and eagerly repent given the same
privilege you have had! Why not provide that same privilege?

Prayer Challenge: Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your lovingkindness; According to the multitude of
Your tender mercies, Blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin.
For I acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is always before me. Against You, You only, have I sinned, And
done this evil in Your sight— That You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You judge.
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me. Behold, You desire truth in the inward
parts, And in the hidden part You will make me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash
me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Make me hear joy and gladness, That the bones You have broken may rejoice.
Hide Your face from my sins, And blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast
spirit within me. Do not cast me away from Your presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me
the joy of Your salvation, And uphold me by Your generous Spirit. Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, And
sinners shall be converted to You. - Psalm 51:1-13

#95 – Rejoice That Your Names are Written in Heaven
Luke 10:17-20 - The seventy-two returned with joy and said, "Lord, even the demons submit to us in your
name." He replied, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. I have given you authority to trample on
snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. However, do
not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven."
The 72 returned, not complaining of the hardships, opposition and discouragement they met with, but
rejoicing in their success – especially that the demons submitted to their authority. Although only healing
of the sick and preaching the kingdom were mentioned in their commission (v.9), apparently their
authority included casting out devils. They had such success in this arena that they returned to report on
their assignment with joy. They recognized and acknowledged that their authority over the demons was
through the name of the One who sent them. Each of us should be keenly aware that all OUR victories
over Satan will only be accomplished by the power and authority of Jesus’ name! We too, must
remember to give Him all the praise for each victory over evil. The 72 found great joy and comfort that
the name of Jesus was more powerful than any demon they would face. If the demons submit to us, what
can stand against us?
How did Jesus receive their report? He replied that His heart and eye went along with them and that He
had taken notice of their success. “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” Satan and his kingdom
fell before the preaching of the gospel of the kingdom of God! As they pressed forward with the message
of God’s kingdom and took ground for Christ, Satan lost ground. He falls as lightning falls from heaven –
so suddenly, so visibly and so irrevocably that everyone can see how Satan’s kingdom totters and
tumbles! The disciples were victorious in casting demons out of people’s bodies, but Christ Jesus sees
and rejoices in the fall of Satan from his dominion over souls. Jesus foresees this as a down payment on
the extermination of idolatry, the destruction of Satan’s kingdom, and the turning of the nations to faith in
Him! Satan falls from heaven when he falls from the throne in men’s hearts. Our Lord foresaw that the
preaching of the gospel would blast Satan’s kingdom to pieces wherever it is proclaimed.
Power can go to your head though, especially if you've never had any. The disciples--mainly farmers and
fishermen--were overwhelmed to discover their spiritual authority. Jesus urged them to keep it in
perspective. Their salvation, He said--their names written in heaven--mattered more than their power. So,
these words may well have been meant for caution, lest they be puffed up with pride. Pride was the sin
for which Satan was cast down from heaven, where he had been an angel of light. So, don’t be lifted up
with pride and fall into the condemnation of the devil.
Then, He enlarged their commission by giving them power to trample on snakes and scorpions. We
could say, “Unto him that hath, to him that proves faithful, shall more be given!” They had been faithful in
their mission for God’s kingdom, and now the Lord entrusts them with even greater authority. They will
tread upon the head of His enemies until every foe is vanquished and Christ is Lord indeed! But, He
directs them to turn their celebration to the right channel. Rejoice because your names are written in
heaven! Rejoice because you are chosen of God for eternal life! Rejoice because you are now the
children of God through faith! Power to become the children of God is to be valued far more than power
to work miracles or cast out demons! Our salvation is much more precious and worthy of more rejoicing
than all our spiritual gifts and authority! Thank you Lord, for saving my soul!






Give thanks that Satan’s kingdom must submit to the authority of Jesus’ name!
Worship the One whose kingdom, power and glory is forever!
Pray that others will receive the Good News of salvation in Christ Jesus!
Rejoice that your name is recorded in the Lamb’s Book of Life!
Celebrate with those who put their faith in Christ and have their names written in heaven.

Prayer Challenge: Rejoice that your name is written in heaven! Remember that when you pray, you do
not come to a thunderous unapproachable mountain like the Israelites did when they trembled with fear at
Sinai. But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have
come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the firstborn, whose
names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men
made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better
word than the blood of Abel. – Hebrews 12:22-24

#96 – Revealed To Children
Luke 10:21-24 - At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them
to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure. "All things have been committed to me by
my Father. No one knows who the Son is except the Father, and no one knows who the Father is except
the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him." Then he turned to his disciples and said
privately, "Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. For I tell you that many prophets and kings
wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it."
It’s noteworthy to read that the Man of Sorrows was “full of joy through the Holy Spirit” at that time! At a
time when souls were being won to the Kingdom and saved from Satan’s grip, Jesus rejoices! Not only is
He rejoicing because more names are being written in heaven, but because His disciples GET IT! This
mystery of redemption and reconciliation that God has kept hidden for ages has been revealed to the 72!
His rejoicing is centered in praise to the Father, the Lord of heaven and earth, for two significant reasons:
[1] That He has hidden these things from certain individuals, and [2] revealed them to certain others.
God’s secrets of redemption and reconciliation are not unveiled by human wisdom and education. God,
in His great Wisdom, has chosen to hide these things in such a way that they will be understood only by
REVELATION! These eternal secrets are kept HIDDEN from the scholarly Pharisees and Scribes, who
considered themselves to be highly enlightened, and they were REVEALED to fishermen and common
folk, who were uneducated and untrained. Without REVELATION, all of our learning and educational
enlightenment cannot save us from our sins and unite us to God!
Jesus expresses that the Father chose for it to be this way for His own “good pleasure.” So too, we
should thank God, not so much for the honor He has bestowed upon us children, as for the honor He
brought to Himself in perfecting strength out of weakness. At the same time God revealed His secrets to
children, He hid them from the wise, the philosophers, the rabbis and the religious elite. He DID NOT
reveal the things of the gospel to THEM, nor did He commission THEM to preach His Kingdom! Praise
God that He did not recruit His apostles from their universities and seminaries! Had He done so, they
would have been likely to corrupt the doctrine of Christ by mixing in their educated notions, which we saw
happened later on in the early history of the church. In the early ages, philosophies of Plato and Aristotle
and the influence of Judaizers added their “wisdom” and education to the REVELATION given to the
church. We may also reasonably conclude that if rabbis and philosophers had been made apostles, the
success of the gospel would have been credited to their learning, wit, eloquence and reasoning. So, God
in His GREAT Wisdom chose to hide it from them, lest they should think of themselves too highly, and
others may attribute too much credit to them. They were passed by for much the same reason as
Gideon’s army was reduced – too much power for it to be evident that this was God’s doing!
God acted in His Sovereignty in giving His grace and the knowledge of His Son to those that are deemed
unworthy and unlikely, and He does NOT give it to others whom we may think would be more capable of
delivering it effectively. This pleases God, whose thoughts are infinitely higher than ours! He chose to
reveal the knowledge of His Son’s identity, and the secrets kept between them, to those whom most
humans would deem unlikely – children! Jesus was full of God – all God’s fullness dwelt in Him – He was
fully God! This is the essence of the Gospel, it is the foundation of the Church, and flesh and blood
cannot reveal it by any programs or institutions. These things are ONLY REVEALED by the Father to
those whom He chooses. Blessed are the eyes that see what the 72 could see – exactly who Jesus is!






Praise God for His sovereign wisdom!
Worship the One who reveals His grace and truth to children and has hidden it from the wise.
Rejoice that God has revealed who Jesus is to you!
Pray that the Light will come to others and that they will receive Christ!
Celebrate your place in the family of God as one of His children.

Prayer Challenge: Praise the Savior who “came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive
him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children
of God-- children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.
– John 1:11-13

#97 – To Inherit Eternal Life
Luke 10:25-28 - On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what
must I do to inherit eternal life?" "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?" He
answered: " `Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength
and with all your mind'; and, `Love your neighbor as yourself.'" "You have answered correctly," Jesus
replied. "Do this and you will live."
Luke gives us the benefit of a special discourse between Jesus and a lawyer. We are allowed the benefit
of knowing that this expert in the law intended to put Jesus to the test. Though he may not have been
personally looking for instruction from Jesus, his question is representative of the hearts and minds of a
good percentage of humans. Many of us desire to know what good we should do in this life, in order to
attain eternal life. The lawyer stood up and asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” If Jesus had
anything unique to offer to this question he would get it out of Him, or perhaps even expose Him for
heresy; if not he would expose His doctrine as useless, since it would give no new insight or direction
other than what had already been received. If we ask this question, “what must I do…” with an insincere
motive it loses all its goodness. It’s an arrogant and careless thing to inquire about the things of God and
eternal life if we don’t intend to learn or grow from our inquiry. Even so, this is a tremendously important
question when it comes from a sincere seeker.
Notice how the Master teaches the lawyer. First of all, He turns his attention to what is written in the Law
of God and bids him to follow its directives. Although Jesus could recognize what was in this man’s heart,
He did not answer him according to the folly of his motives, but rather according to the wisdom and
goodness of the question he asked. He returns the question with a question of His own. The lawyer
came intending to school Jesus, to get to know Jesus and how to deal with Him, but Jesus is the one who
gives the lesson, and causes the lawyer to get better acquainted with himself. Christ talks with him as a
lawyer. He talks his language and meets him on his own playing field – as He does with anyone who will
inquire about the things of eternal life! Jesus will meet you on YOUR turf! He’s capable of speaking
YOUR language and bringing you into the light of life that lasts forever!
Did you notice how the lawyer replies to the question asked of him? He gives an excellent biblical
account of the principle commandments of the law that we must devote ourselves to if we would inherit
eternal life. He focused on a two part summary of the greatest commandments, which when rightly
honored will fulfill all the rest! If we would obtain eternal life: #1 – we must prize God above all else and
love Him with all our heart, soul, strength and mind! And #2 – we must love our neighbor as our self!
Our love for God must be deeply sincere and heartfelt, as fervent and strong as life, full of purest emotion,
and it must be a rational and intelligent love – a love that allows our mind to be engaged for all the best
reasons – KNOWING GOD! Our love for God must embrace the entirety of our being – our whole soul
and self. Eternal life is bound up in our love for God. And, then we must also love our neighbors as
ourselves - which we do more easily when we love God as we ought to. President Lincoln defined it quite
nd
well in his 2 inaugural address, “With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right
as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation's
wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan, to do all which
may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.”
Having heard his answer, Jesus then told the lawyer, “You’ve answered correctly. Do this and you will
live!” Do you think that the lawyer had attained to this love in his practice and living? Do you think he is
able to justify himself before Christ in these matters? Tune in for the next study!






Praise God for the hope of eternal life!
Worship the eternal, loving and only wise God who has made Himself known in Christ Jesus.
Love God with all your heart and soul, mind and strength!
Love your neighbors and do unto them as you would have them do unto you!
Celebrate God’s plan and gift of eternal life.

Prayer Challenge: Let the world know! And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this
life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. I
write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have
eternal life. – 1 John 5:11-13

#98 – He Wanted to Justify Himself
Luke 10:29-37 - But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" In reply Jesus said:
"A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his
clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going down the same road, and
when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him,
passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he
took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own
donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the
innkeeper. `Look after him,' he said, `and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.'
"Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" The expert in the
law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."
Perhaps fearing that he may condemn himself if he’s pressed closely on it, our lawyer friend moves quickly away
from the first and greatest commandment and raises a question about the second great command. He was INTENT
ON JUSTIFYING HIMSELF. He wasn’t willing to speak any further on the topic of loving God supremely, but, on the
matter of his neighbor, he was sure that he measured up. It’s helpful for us to be aware that Jewish teachers had
corrupted this command to be binding except for when it came to the Gentiles. Loving their neighbors was only for
those of their own nation and religion. Gentiles were not considered to be their neighbors. They would not put an
Israelite to death for killing a Gentile, nor would they go out of their way to save a Gentile in danger of death. They
felt no obligation to help save his life. Under this social and religious structure and environment, it is easy to see that
the lawyer may feel quite confident that he could justify himself.
However, our Lord corrected his improper notion with a parable which represented a poor Jew who had fallen victim
to thieves, who stripped him of his clothes, beat him senseless and left him half dead along the road. Indignation
toward the highwaymen who so brutally treated this man would be totally justifiable, and COMPASSION FOR THE
VICTIM should also be rightly expected. Sadly, this victim of wicked men was slighted by those who should have
been his friends, who were not only men of his own nation and religion, but one of them was a priest and the other
was a Levite. Both were men of high public and religious status, who professed noble attributes and character. They
were the models and teachers for their people. They happened to travel the same road, and when they saw the
beaten man they passed by on the other side of the road. They got as far away from the man as fast as they could.
It’s a sad indictment when those who should be examples of the mercies of God, cruelly turn their backs and refuse
to act with the compassion they teach others to act upon.
It was a stranger, a SAMARITAN, from the nation the Jews detested above all others, who opened his heart of
compassion without worrying about nationality or race. He did not see a Jew, he saw a man, a man in deep trouble.
The Samaritan obviously knew that this poor fella could have been him, and therefore he took pity on him as he
would have liked to have been pitied if he had been the victim of such brutality. Notice five things: 1) He WENT to the
poor man, whom the priest and Levite kept at a distance from. 2) He gave him first aid – he used his own resources,
washed his wounds with wine and poured oil over them for healing and he bandaged them. 3) He put the man on his
own donkey, went on foot himself, and took him to an inn. He used his own means of transportation and delayed his
own agenda to help with a more urgent need. 4) He took care of him at the inn, got him a bed, made sure he was
properly fed and looked after, and maybe even prayed with him. 5) He left a generous amount of money with the inn
keeper, to be used for the care of this wounded soul, with promise of more should it be needed. All of this kind and
generous behavior was the act of a stranger! Which one of the three was the neighbor? The one who wanted to
justify himself was told, “Go and do likewise.”






Praise God for the gift of life, health and compassion!
Worship the One who has tended to the needs of souls who have been beaten down by Satan.
Love God with all your heart and soul, mind and strength!
Love your neighbors and do unto them as you would have them do unto you!
Celebrate the love and compassion of God as you care for your neighbor’s soul.

Prayer Challenge: Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever
grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these
virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms,
hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, whether in word or
deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. – Colossians
3:12-17

#99 – Only One Thing Is Needed
Luke 10:38-42 - As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman
named Martha opened her home to him. She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet listening
to what he said. But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him
and asked, "Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!"
"Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is
needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her."
Martha opened her home to Jesus. At a time when much of the countryside was turning against Jesus,
Martha opened her home to him. Neither the expense of entertaining Him and His disciples nor the
opinion of the public officials and citizenry deterred her from welcoming Jesus in her home. Martha is a
woman of faith, courage, and loving commitment to Christ! While Martha served the Lord with all of her
heart, her sister Mary sat at the Lord’s feet listening intently to what He said. Martha was giving her full
attention to all the preparations of hospitality and serving her guests. It troubled her that Mary was not
contributing anything to partner with her in the work. She solicited Jesus’ assistance in directing her
sister to help her. “Tell her to help me, Lord!” Martha knew that if Jesus told her to help, Mary would not
refuse to start carrying a fair share of the work load.
Jesus saw an opportunity for teaching. “Martha, Martha, Martha, Martha, Martha, Martha….” Okay, only
two times Martha! He pointed out that she was troubled, worried and upset about MANY THINGS! Her
list may have included: Meal preparation, setting the table, keeping the food hot and served just right,
carrying water, dishes to do, house cleaning, sweeping, vacuuming, furniture polishing and arranging, etc.
Maybe she even had animals to tend to - feed the cat and dog, milk the goat, feed chickens and collect
the eggs. Gotta get all this done! MANY THINGS! Worry, worry, worry! Bother, bother, bother!
Focused on many things! Mary is not helping, she’s just sitting there listening, she knows I have all this
work, she’s thoughtless and inconsiderate and lazy! And Jesus answered, “Martha, Martha, Martha,
Martha, Martha, Martha…” Okay only two times Martha! Jesus directed her to understand that ONLY
ONE THING IS NEEDED, and Mary has made the good choice that will not be taken away from her.
NOT – MANY THINGS are needed, only ONE THING is needed! Christ is not so impressed by how
much we DO for Him as how well we pay attention to Him! No one can snatch away the Word of Christ
from the one who sits at His feet and soaks it in. Only ONE THING is needed – it’s not working for Him,
it’s BEING WITH HIM! ONE THING is needed – it’s not making sure we put our best foot forward for Him,
it’s sitting at HIS FEET! ONE THING is needed – it’s not complaining or telling Him of your need for help,
it’s CAREFULLY HEARING what He has to say! Only ONE THING is needed – JESUS is all we need!
MANY THINGS may become very important to us, even things that we do for Christ, but only ONE THING
is really needed. Are you sitting at the feet of Jesus? Are you listening intently? Do you know His heart?
Do you know Him? You may be a person of great faith, courage and love for Christ, but don’t get
distracted from this ONE THING by MANY THINGS!






Welcome Jesus into your home!
Sit at the feet of Jesus and listen to Him carefully.
Put away the many things that worry and distract you from time with the Lord.
Take note of those things about which Christ would say, “Martha, Martha” only using your name,
then make your corrections.
Be careful about being critical of those who are sitting at the feet of Christ while you are busy
serving Him.

Prayer Challenge: Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident
to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is
noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy--think about such things. – Philippians 4:4-8

#100 – Lord, Teach Us To Pray
Luke 11:1-4 - Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of
His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.” So He said to them,
“When you pray, say: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be
done On earth as it is in heaven. Give us day by day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, For we also
forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil
one.”
On this occasion, the One who was fully God, yet fully man was PRAYING. As God, He was prayed TO;
as man HE PRAYED. By His own example, Jesus declares to us the importance of prayer. Luke picks
up on this more than the other Gospel writers as he records many instances of Christ praying: when He
was baptized, he was praying; He withdrew into the wilderness, and prayed; He went up into a mountain
to pray and prayed all night; He was alone praying; and soon after that, He went up into a mountain to
pray, and as He prayed He was transfigured; and here now on this occasion He is praying! His example
inspired His disciples. Can you imagine what it must have been like to hear Jesus pray? His prayers
would leave you with no doubt that God heard Him! His prayers were powerful and effective, inspirational
and intimate, faith-filled and focused! As any respectful disciple would do, this one waited until Jesus
finished praying and then said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.” Having
witnessed Jesus’s prayers, who wouldn’t want to learn how to pray from Him?
“Lord, teach us to pray…” is in itself a good prayer, and one that is greatly needed among Christians
today! The effectual earnest prayers of someone ought to motivate every one of us to holy emulation!
Jesus was already teaching them by example, but this lesson demands that His disciples hunger for the
instruction enough to request it. “Lord, teach me what it is to pray; Lord, inspire and motivate me to pray;
Lord, direct me in what to pray for; Lord, give me a spirit of prayer and understanding of prayer that is
acceptable to God; Lord, teach me to pray in proper words; Lord, give me a heart and wisdom in prayer,
that I may pray as I ought; Lord, teach me what to say in prayer!” So He said to them, “When you pray,
say: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it
is in heaven. Give us day by day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, For we also forgive everyone
who is indebted to us. And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one.”
In His instruction on prayer, Jesus promotes several critical things to realize. 1) The pray-er must be
awakened to the sacredness of the God’s dwelling and the hallowedness of the name and nature of our
heavenly Father. 2) We are to realize that God’s RULE is missing until desired and asked for. 3)
Recognize that God’s WILL is not being done here on earth the same way it is in heaven, and that’s not a
good thing, therefore pray that God’s will may become OUR will. 4) Understand that God’s provision is a
day by day matter and our prayers should follow this understanding. 5) We must also acknowledge that
we need God’s forgiveness of our sins and so we should confess to Him. 6) Contingent upon our being
forgiven is our forgiveness of all others who are indebted to us. 7) We ought to be mindful that temptation
is a powerful force of the devil and we need God’s all-powerful leadership and deliverance in our areas of
sinful tendencies and weakness. Lord, teach US to pray, so that we may come to the full realization and
experience of all these things in our lives and our prayers.






Ask the Lord to teach you to pray and awaken you to the importance of prayer!
Put into practice what Christ has taught concerning prayer – just do it!
Pray that God’s kingdom will come and His will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Pray that you may be forgiven of your sins as you forgive others their indebtedness to you.
Pray for God’s deliverance from temptation and the evil schemes of the devil.

Prayer Challenge: Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we
have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed
with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let
us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you
see the Day approaching. – Hebrews 10:19-25

#101 – Importunity In Prayer
Luke 11:5-8 - Then he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight
and says, `Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me,
and I have nothing to set before him.' "Then the one inside answers, `Don't bother me. The door is
already locked, and my children are with me in bed. I can't get up and give you anything.' I tell you,
though he will not get up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man's
persistence he will get up and give him as much as he needs.
Jesus continues His lesson in prayer with an illustration from life in the neighborhood. Previously He
instructed with what manner we ought to pray with. This lesson encourages importunity (persistence,
fervency and boldness) in prayer. Suppose a person had a sudden emergency because his friend (who
is traveling) showed up at his house in the middle of the night. Since this visit caught him totally
unprepared, he goes to his neighbor friend at this unreasonable hour asking to borrow three loaves of
bread with which to feed his guest. (Everyone loves a knock on the door at midnight from someone
asking for a loan, right? It’s especially grand to have this happen when all your children are finally asleep
in the same room with you!) It should not be surprising that the one inside responds to the request, “Don’t
bother me. We’ve locked everything up and we’re trying to keep things quiet for the children. I can’t give
you anything now.” But his neighbor will not take no for an answer! He continues to knock, letting his
friend know that he’s not leaving without getting what he came for. So, if he is going to get rid of him,
then he must get out of bed and give him what he needs. Friendship wasn’t enough reason to get up and
help, but persistence and importunity provide the incentive to obtain the desired results.
In Luke 18:1-7, Jesus provided another parable with the same prayer lesson. With this parable, He
taught that men ought to always pray, and never lose heart, never faint, never give up! This doesn’t
mean that we will change God’s mind by importunity. What we discover is that, while we may get others
to cooperate by our importunity because they are DISPLEASED with our persistence, with God it’s
because He IS PLEASED with it! This lesson will be of value if we will allow it to motivate us in prayer.
We must come to God with boldness and confidence for what we need, just as the man who came to his
neighbor friend that he knows loves him and will be inclined to be kind to him. Recognize that when we
come to God with our request, we come to One who loves us and is inclined to be kind to us! So, come
to Him for BREAD! Come to Him for what we need! Come to Him for what we cannot do without!
Our Lord’s lesson also reminds us that we don’t just come to Him in prayer for ourselves, but for others as
well. This man did not come for bread for himself, but for his friend! There is nothing that would please
God more than to come to Him asking for Bread that enables us to do good toward others who come to
us when we may not be prepared in our own resources. We learn here that we may come to God with
more boldness when we are in a fix, if that dilemma is not caused by our own folly or carelessness.
Rather than give ourselves a stroke, go to God with confidence and knock on His door that we may obtain
grace and help in our time of need! This man would not have wanted bread if his friend hadn’t dropped in
unexpectedly! When opportunity to meet a need knocks on our door at midnight and finds us lacking in
supply, we may use this as an opportunity to knock on heaven’s door to obtain that supply! And, we
ought to be mindful that if importunity could prevail with a man who was angry at it, how much more with
a God who is infinitely more kind and ready to do good to us than we are to one another, and is NOT
ANGRY with our persistence, but accepts it – especially when it’s for good reason! Remember that if He
doesn’t answer our prayers right away, He will in due time, if we continue to pray!






Ask the Lord to teach you to pray with importunity!
Put into practice what Christ has taught concerning prayer – just do it!
Pray that God’s kingdom will come and His will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Pray that you may be given what you need to meet the needs of those who rely on you.
Give thanks that we come to a God who kindly gives good gifts to those who ask.

Prayer Challenge: Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as
we are--yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. – Hebrews 4:14-16

#102 – Ask, Seek, Knock
Luke 11:9-13 - "So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door
will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the
door will be opened. "Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if
he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts
to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"
Jesus continues on in His lesson concerning prayer and deepening our awareness of the nature of the
One to whom we are praying. So far He’s taught His disciples HOW to pray and to pray with bold
importunity. Now He promotes it all in a manner that says in so many words, “JUST DO IT!” After giving
the example of the successful outcome of the fellow who persistently knocks on his neighbor’s door in the
middle of the night, our Lord encourages our prayer life by declaring, “So I say to you: Ask…; seek…;
knock…” He would teach us that RECEIVING begins with ASKING; FINDING must begin with SEEKING;
and OPEN DOORS are the result of KNOCKING! So He says to us: ASK and it will be given! SEEK and
you will find! KNOCK and the door will be opened! This principle of prayer is even simpler than the
K.I.S.S. principle – it’s the A.S.K. principle! ASK, SEEK, KNOCK! We have not because we A.S.K. not!
We can take to heart that God has promised to give us what we ask of Him. We can be encouraged of
this not only because of the goodness of His nature, but also because of the Word He has spoken to us;
“Ask and it will be given to you.” We may have the assurance of receiving either what we ask for or that
which is equivalent to it – either the thorn in the flesh removed or grace that is sufficient to deal with it!
We have His Word on this – “I say to YOU!” This is from our Lord’s own mouth; from the One who knows
the mind of the Father; from the One in whom ALL PROMISES are sure!
Along with asking we are to SEEK. We must initiate action that searches out godly solutions to our need!
Our Lord Jesus encourages us to continue to press forward our petition, still asking, still seeking and still
knocking at the door, for by this specific and prevailing prayer we shall obtain! “For EVERYONE who
asks receives,” - even the most immature believer that asks in faith! The Psalmist testified, “This poor
man cried, and the Lord heard him.” Psalm 34:6. When we ask God for those things that Christ directs
us to ask, that His name may be glorified and His kingdom may come and His will be done, in these
requests we must not be silenced. We must not cease our prayers and petitions before God until He
establishes the evidence of His promise!
We may persevere in prayer because Christ encourages us to relate to God as OUR FATHER in heaven.
Any earthly father who cares for his child will certainly give him good things in response to his plea. If his
son asks for bread for lunch, will he give him a stone? If he asks for fish or eggs for dinner will he give
him a snake or a scorpion that may bite and poison him? You know that you could never do something
this uncaring and unnatural to your own children! “If you then, though you are evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who
ask him!" You may count on God to give GOOD THINGS! And the very best gift He is eager to give to
those who ask is the gift of the Holy Spirit! It is a gift we are to ASK FOR, to PRAY FOR and to EXPECT
that we may receive – because our heavenly Father is WILLING to give the Holy Spirit to those who ask
Him! To ask for the Father to give us the Holy Spirit is to request from Him that which He most desires to
do! The Holy Spirit will help us to pray then as we ought. He will assure us of God’s promises, He is the
guarantee of eternal life, and He will enable us to live holy lives in an ungodly world.






Ask God for those things that you need to fulfill His purposes in your life!
Seek Him with all your heart so you may receive the merits of His kingdom and His
righteousness!
Knock and keep knocking until He opens the door that provides His answer to your request.
Ask God for the gift of His Holy Spirit knowing that He is eager to give this gift.
Give thanks that we come to a God who kindly gives GOOD GIFTS to those who ask.

Prayer Challenge: Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident
to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:4-7

#103 – Kingdom of God, Kingdom of Satan
Luke 11:14-20 - Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon left, the man who had
been mute spoke, and the crowd was amazed. But some of them said, "By Beelzebub, the prince of
demons, he is driving out demons." Others tested him by asking for a sign from heaven. Jesus knew their
thoughts and said to them: "Any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against
itself will fall. If Satan is divided against himself, how can his kingdom stand? I say this because you claim
that I drive out demons by Beelzebub. Now if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your
followers drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. But if I drive out demons by the finger of God,
then the kingdom of God has come to you.
1 John 3:8 tells us that the reason Christ came was “to destroy the works of the devil.” On this occasion
He destroys the devil’s work by driving out a demon that had caused a man to be mute. When the devil
was forced out, the mute man began to speak, much to the amazement of the people. There were two
very opposite reactions among the crowd, much as there always are when it comes to the works of Christ!
Some of the people admired the power of God and marveled at this miraculous transformation. Others
were offended by it! To justify their unbelief, they suggested that Jesus was in league with Beelzebub,
the prince of demons. They wanted people to believe, or at least think, that Christ had an alliance with
the devil, and that the devil was allowing Jesus to perform this miracle. They were insinuating that the
devil ruled Christ and that in this instance, Jesus was granted the devil’s authority to drive out one of his
own. Others jumped on board with this postulation and challenged Jesus to give them a sign from
heaven. Hello! What do they think they just witnessed? Obstinate unbelief will never be at a loss for
something to say in order to excuse their unbelief, no matter how absurd it may be.
Jesus knew their unbelief, their thoughts and motives! Here He gives their ignorant unbelief a solid
lesson in logic and truth: FIRST, by no means can it be imagined that such an evil personality as Satan
would EVER agree to something that would directly affect his demise and undermine his own kingdom!
This charge against the purity and godliness of the miracle is groundless and spiteful! It shouldn’t take a
genius to grasp that there is no family, organization, union or kingdom that can stand if it is divided
against itself! (Every president should join with Abe Lincoln in confirming this maxim). In the case of this
miracle, Satan would be acting against himself, not only in driving himself out of people’s bodies, but even
more so in explaining why and how this was done! To see a man’s mind, body and spirit delivered over
to the glory and service of God makes absolutely no sense if you’re trying to say that this was the devil’s
work! Satan would only be hastening his own overthrow! SECONDLY, this was very mean-spirited for
them to suggest that Jesus had a working relationship with Satan, when they hypocritically admired and
applauded others of their own people for doing what Christ did here. “Now if I drive out demons by
Beelzebub, by whom do your followers drive them out?” Their hypocrisy is exposed!
Jesus closes the case by declaring that the kingdom of God has come to them because He has, by the
FINGER of God, driven out demons! The Kingdom of God is infinitely more powerful than the authority of
the devil! He didn’t even need to bare His everlasting arm to drive out this devil – just needed His
FINGER! So, if the Kingdom of God has come to you, and you are one who is found using similar
blasphemies and excuses to fight against it, this same finger of God will surely come against you with a
force you cannot stand up against! The works of the devil have been, are being and will ultimately be –
completely destroyed by Him whose Kingdom is forever!






Give glory to God for Christ’s authority over demons and devils.
Give praise for the evidence that God’s kingdom has come!
Rejoice that no authority may stand against the Kingdom of God!
Pray for deliverance from evil for yourself, community, land and nation!
Give thanks that God’s Kingdom is eternally secure!

Prayer Challenge: Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field,
which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little
faith! And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. For the pagan world
runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. But seek his kingdom, and these
things will be given to you as well. Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give
you the kingdom. Luke 12:27-32

#104 – The Truly Blessed are Those Who Believe and Obey
Luke 11:21-28 - "When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are safe. But
when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armor in which the man trusted
and divides up the spoils. "He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me,
scatters." When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not
find it. Then it says, `I will return to the house I left.' When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put
in order. Then it goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there.
And the final condition of that man is worse than the first." As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in
the crowd called out, "Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you." He replied, "Blessed
rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it."
Make no mistake, Jesus was stronger than Beelzebub, and by his exorcism of demons He demonstrated
that He had overpowered Satan and disarmed him. It was ludicrous to suggest that Jesus had cast out
demons by Satan's power. Also, make sure you understand that, anyone who does not intentionally
support Jesus opposes Him! If you are not on His team, you stand against Him. Indifference and
neutrality toward Him are declarations that you do not really believe that He is who He claims to be. If
you really believed that He was, you could never hold such a position that encourages others to be
neutral, apathetic and indifferent toward Him as well. That would be scattering, not gathering with Him!
On this matter of demons, devils and evil spirits, Jesus pointed out that Satan does not cast out his own.
It requires someone stronger to overpower him. Christ is that someone who is stronger! He also
emphasized that we cannot be neutral when it comes to acknowledging His superiority. We must choose
sides. We either side with Him or, by default we are against Him! And, He would have us understand
that there are severe consequences for those who experience deliverance from evil, but do not establish
Christ Jesus as Lord in their lives. The evil spirit driven out will return to the house it left and find that it is
clean and unguarded. So, it will recruit seven of its buddies (more wicked than itself), to move in and set
up house. The condition of that person will become much worse than before! Deliverance from evil
requires greater power, and GUARDIANSHIP from evil requires the indwelling of that same superior
power! The Lord Jesus has proven Himself to be superior! It is imperative that we do not become or
remain indifferent to our need for Him in our lives if we would be victorious over evil and free from its
power and tyranny. He not only wants to cleanse us, but eagerly desires to make His abode within us!
Jesus barely finished this discourse when an affectionate, well-meaning woman applauded him, “Blessed
is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you.” The scribes and Pharisees despised and
blasphemed, this woman admired the wisdom and authority with which Christ spoke. She was so moved
by the skill and grace Jesus used against the vile insinuations of the Pharisees, that she could not keep
quiet. Surely there was never a greater, more admirable man born of a woman than Jesus! This lady
would have counted herself incredibly blessed to have been His mother! Jesus took advantage of the
moment and this woman’s proclamation to declare, “More blessed are those who hear the word of God
and obey it.” In light of His previous demonstration of authority and grace, we would do well to take heed
to this word! If Christ says so, it IS SO! If He says that the greater blessing rests on those who hear the
word of God and obey it, what then should be our attitude and mindset? Our dear woman should then
feel both convicted and encouraged! Convicted for giving so much attention to His bodily presence and
His human nature, and encouraged that she might be even more blessed than His earthly mother – if she
would hear the word of God and obey it! We too, should feel equally convicted and encouraged!






Give glory to God for Christ’s authority over demons and devils and side with Christ Jesus.
Hear the Word of God and obey it! Give praise for the evidence that God’s kingdom has come!
Rejoice that no authority may stand against the Kingdom of God!
Pray for deliverance from evil, indifference, and apathy regarding the things of Christ!
Take your stand for Christ against evil and gather souls for His Kingdom!

Prayer Challenge: Believe Christ, obey His Word and acknowledge His power to deliver from evil. Trust
His grace to save, deliver, heal and forgive. Give Him first place in your heart, your plans, your
relationships and your life! This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not
burdensome, for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the
world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of
God. - 1 John 5:3-5

#105 – Only One Miraculous Sign Will Be Given!
Luke 11:29-32 - As the crowds increased, Jesus said, "This is a wicked generation. It asks for a
miraculous sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah. For as Jonah was a sign to the
Ninevites, so also will the Son of Man be to this generation. The Queen of the South will rise at the
judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them; for she came from the ends of the earth to
listen to Solomon's wisdom, and now one greater than Solomon is here. The men of Nineveh will stand
up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and
now one greater than Jonah is here.
This brief discourse addresses two basic questions: 1.) What sign from God WOULD CONVINCE
PEOPLE that Jesus is the Christ from God? 2.) What sign WOULD GOD GIVE to people to convince
them that Jesus is the Christ? The crowds were now increasing in number, probably not so much
because they wanted to be instructed in the truth of Christ’s teaching, as to be entertained by His
miracles and satisfy their curiosity. Jesus knew what brought such a group of people together – they
came seeking a sign, they came to gawk, to have something to talk about. Jesus declared that this was
an evil generation which NOTHING would awaken or convince. They would always be in need of
witnessing ONE MORE miracle, ONE MORE sign, ONE MORE demonstration, ONE MORE proof! Not
even the most obvious demonstrations of divine power and goodness will ever be sufficient! In case you
missed it, this is a picture of a wicked generation of people!
Even so, Jesus declares that ONE SIGN more WILL be given them! One different from any that had yet
been given – the sign of Jonah the prophet! In Matthew’s Gospel this was explained as meaning the
resurrection of Christ. Just as Jonah was thrown into the sea, and spent three days in the belly of the
great fish, then was returned alive to preach repentance to the Ninevites, and this was a sign to them that
turned them from their wickedness, so shall the death and resurrection of Christ, and the preaching of His
Gospel be the last and only sign to this generation! The Son of Man will be a sign to this generation, just
as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites!
Jesus then renders a warning if this one great sign is not believed. The Queen of the South would rise up
in judgment against them and condemn their unbelief. She was a foreigner to Israel, yet she readily gave
credit to the report she heard of Solomon’s wisdom, and now, one greater than Solomon was here! She
came from “the ends of the earth” to not only satisfy her curiosity, but to inform her mind, especially in the
knowledge of the true God and His worship! However, there is more wisdom and more enlightenment of
heavenly truth than Solomon ever spoke or wrote, yet these crowds will have little regard to what Christ
says to them – they just want SIGNS! Not only the Queen of Sheba, but also the Ninevites will rise up in
judgment against them and condemn them for their unrepentant hearts! Ninevah repented at the
preaching of Jonah, but the preaching of Christ far exceeds Jonah’s! It is more powerful and revealing,
and warns of much greater destruction than that of Ninevah! Wouldn’t you think they should at least be
alarmed by it enough to turn from their wicked ways, as Ninevah did? NOT! I recognize that we live in a
similar culture to those “crowds.” Let us not be like those of that generation to whom Christ preached,
who never sincerely desired to know God’s will or intended to do it. This is a call to come out of darkness
and into the light! It is a time to believe and not perish, but have everlasting life!






Pray that people today will respond to the truth claims of Christ as Ninevah did to Jonah!
Hear the Word of Christ, believe it and obey it!
Pray that people today will respond to Christ the way that the Queen of Sheba did to Solomon!
Pray for deliverance from evil, indifference, and apathy regarding the things of Christ!
Recognize the serious consequences and judgment that will befall those who don’t believe!

Prayer Challenge: Remember this sign and believe - "For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is
not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed
in the name of God's one and only Son. This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved
darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will
not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into
the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God." - John 3:1621

#106 – Are You Looking Good?
Luke 11:33-36 - "No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden, or under a bowl.
Instead he puts it on its stand, so that those who come in may see the light. Your eye is the lamp of your
body. When your eyes are good, your whole body also is full of light. But when they are bad, your body
also is full of darkness. See to it, then, that the light within you is not darkness. Therefore, if your whole
body is full of light, and no part of it dark, it will be completely lighted, as when the light of a lamp shines
on you."
Previously, Jesus had stated that only one sign would be given to this wicked generation – the sign of
Jonah! Now, He speaks in such a fashion that would make us ask the question, “Does God expect a sign
from US to provide evidence of OUR faith?” What would convince GOD that WE are truly serious about
that which we profess to believe? What sign would let God know that we really believe that what we
believe is really real? The answer is found in how we respond to the LIGHT! Those asking Jesus for a
sign didn’t need more LIGHT, they needed GOOD EYES to allow the light they already had, to enter in!
They had all the enlightenment and privilege that anyone could expect to be given! They had the record
of the Law and the Prophets! They now also had the incredible witness of the life and ministry of Christ in
front of their eyes! They didn’t NEED any more LIGHT! They needed BETTER EYES! Having the light is
not the same thing as having the SIGHT! The object may be very clear, but if the eye is bad and cannot
focus on it clearly, the person will not know where he is, where he is going, what is true or what is right!
The lamp of the body is the eye, which receives the light when it is turned on in the room. So the light of
the soul is the understanding and judgment with its power to discern between good and evil, truth and
falsehood. Christ is the Light of God’s revelation to us, given for our benefit that we may see where we
are, where we are going and find our way to life that is eternal. If this eye of our soul is good, honest and
clear to see things as they really are; seeking truth for truth’s sake, without dishonest agendas or
intentions, then our entire soul is FULL OF LIGHT! Like the good soil in the parable, it receives and
embraces the gospel of Christ, which will bring the fruit of His wisdom and joy into our soul! If our
understanding welcomes the full light of the gospel, it will have enough light to FILL OUR SOUL! And, if
our soul is filled with the light of the gospel, leaving no darkness – if all our constitution is subject to the
influence of the Light of Christ – then the whole soul will be FULL OF LIGHT, full of holiness and peace!
It was once DARKNESS, but now it is light in the Lord! Have you seen the Light?
If you’ve really seen the Light, then there is no more darkness, no more night! But, if the eye of the soul
is bad, then the entire soul is darkness! If our judgment is biased by the corrupt thinking, by pride and
envy, by love of the world and sensual pleasures; and if our understanding is prejudiced against Biblical
truths, if we are resolved not to admit them into our heart and mind, although they have been set before
us with most convincing evidence – it is no wonder that our whole body, our whole soul, would be FULL
OF DARKNESS! How can we be instructed, gain information, direction, counsel or help from the gospel
of Christ, if we willfully shut our eyes against it? So, Jesus warns, “See to it, then, that the light within you
is not darkness!” Take care that the eye of your mind is not blinded by self-serving prejudice and sinful
aspirations. Be sincere in your search for truth, and be ready to receive it in all of its light, love and power
– not like those of this wicked generation to whom Christ preached, who never sincerely desired to know
God’s will, and had no intention to do it. It is no wonder they walked in darkness, wandered aimlessly,
and perished eternally! God is looking for GOOD EYES that will receive the Light!






Pray that the eyes of your soul will be good, able and willing to receive the Light!
Attend worship service, ready to welcome the truth of the Gospel into your heart and soul!
Pray that others will also have GOOD EYES that will be willing and able to receive God’s light!
Pray that we may be delivered from darkness and deception, from evil and sin!
Recognize the serious consequences that befall those who walk in darkness!

Prayer Challenge This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him
there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do
not live by the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be without sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar
and his word has no place in our lives. – 1 John 1:5-10

#107 – Outside & Inside
Luke 11:37-41- When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with him; so he went in
and reclined at the table. But the Pharisee, noticing that Jesus did not first wash before the meal, was
surprised. Then the Lord said to him, "Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, but
inside you are full of greed and wickedness. You foolish people! Did not the one who made the outside
make the inside also? But give what is inside the dish to the poor, and everything will be clean for you.
Remember that Jesus has just finished speaking to Pharisees about always demanding ONE MORE
SIGN and never benefitting from the evidence already given. He had spoken about the importance of
having GOOD EYES that will let in the light and allow you to see God’s Truth through that evidence.
Upon completing His discourse, He is invited to dinner by a Pharisee. The Pharisee had eyes good
enough to notice that Jesus did not first wash prior to the meal. He was likely one of those whose eyes
were not good enough to recognize who Jesus really was, but he was very quick to pick up on this ritual
neglect of Jesus on this occasion. Ceremonial cleansing was not commanded in the Law, but the
Pharisees had added it to their traditions (Mark 7:3). Such a religious leader and expert as Jesus should
certainly be astute to these practices, and this Pharisee was surprised to see that Jesus was not keeping
this tradition. It’s not hard to imagine that Jesus intentionally neglected this ceremonial washing in order
to provide the opportunity for a spiritual lesson of greater significance.
“Then the Lord said to him, ‘Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside
you are full of greed and wickedness.’” Although the Pharisee expressed some measure of offense that
Jesus did not wash like the rest of his guests, the Lord did not seek to flatter or comply with His host.
Instead, He gave this sharp rebuke! While the Pharisees were faithful to practice the cleansing of their
hands (the outside), they habitually neglected to clean up their heart and soul – on the INSIDE!
Pharisees stressed many things that focused on the OUTWARD appearance and behavior, but spent
very little, if any emphasis, on the things that were INTERNAL! They looked good and clean and religious
on the OUTSIDE, but Jesus rebuked them for the greed and wickedness they harbored on the INSIDE!
Can you imagine serving someone a meal with dishes and cups that had only been washed on the
outside? That would be absolutely foolish wouldn’t it? Yet, this is what the Pharisees are serving God
with! They are dishes, nicely washed on the outside, but full of greed and wickedness on the inside!
They are NOT intent on serving God, they are consumed with self-serving agendas! So, they present
Him with CLEAN HANDS, but also with an IMPURE HEART!
Our Lord reminds the Pharisees that the One who made the outside (the hands) made the inside (the
heart) as well! If you are going to wash the outside and do all this religious ritual out of reverence for
God, then don’t neglect the most important cleansing – a pure heart! Jesus does not leave them to
determine how they might do that on their own. He tells them to give what is inside the dish to the poor.
How can you clean up those greedy ambitions? Give to the poor! Having a heart for the poor and
investing your resources and energy in ways that elevate the welfare of others is evidence that your heart
is no longer in the grip of greed! Wicked and greedy hearts only ask, “What’s in it for me?” Clean that up
and what do you get? A pure heart that blesses God by its service to others! You get giving and
investing that is like unto God’s own heart! He so loved the world, in all of its poverty of sin and sorrow,
that He gave! He invested in poor lost souls like me and like you, by giving the most precious gift of His
heart – His One and only begotten Son!






Recognize that people may be more concerned with the outside, but God looks on the heart!
Attend worship service, ready to welcome the truth of the Gospel into your heart and soul!
Pray that your heart may be purified and delivered from greed and wickedness!
Pray that your giving will reflect that you are no longer in bondage to greed and self-serving!
Remember that your heart is important to God – don’t be just outwardly religious!

Prayer Challenge – Pray that we may present ourselves to God by giving attention to cleansing both the
outside and the inside!
The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD
looks at the heart. – 1 Samuel 16:5-10
Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in
their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. – James 1:27

#108 – Woes To Pharisees & Experts in the Law
Luke 11:42-46- "Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other
kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter
without leaving the former undone. "Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the most important seats in
the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces. "Woe to you, because you are like unmarked graves,
which men walk over without knowing it." One of the experts in the law answered him, "Teacher, when
you say these things, you insult us also." Jesus replied, "And you experts in the law, woe to you, because
you load people down with burdens they can hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one finger to
help them.
Apparently the Pharisees are “in season” for the Lord of Grace and Truth, and this is not a moment in
time when GRACE is being lavished in their direction. It is a time for TRUTH – the truth that God requires
from the INSIDE! Jesus speaks condemnation to the hypocritical practices of the Pharisees. He affirms
their practice of being careful to bring God their tithes – even from their garden herbs! However, He
levels His condemnation against their neglect of some other very crucial behaviors. The Pharisees were
sadly lacking in the practice of giving people what they merited (good and bad) and, they were failing
miserably when it came to giving God their hearts! Jesus admonishes them that, while they should not
neglect tithing, they also ought to have been acting justly, loving mercy and walking humbly with God!
Jesus then rips on the Pharisees for their pride and vanity. They sought after the highest positions in the
synagogue leadership if they didn’t have them. If they already held those positions, they did so with some
measure of haughty arrogance and possessiveness. By holding these seats and titles they enjoyed a
degree of public recognition that they thrived on and that padded their opinion of self-importance. The
Lord declares judgment against these attitudes and behaviors. Seeking recognition, fame and power for
the sake of gratifying one’s ego and promoting ungodly agendas is wrong and there will be serious
consequences for this behavior!
Next, the Lord describes the Pharisees as “unmarked graves” that defile people - because they don’t
recognize them as graves. Burial sites were unclean and proximity to them made people contaminated
and unclean. Jesus paints the picture that the Pharisees have hidden their hypocrisy so well that they are
like a gravesite that is overgrown with grass and plants that make it unrecognizable for what it is. Inside
they are full of covetousness, envy, malice and greed; and yet they concealed it so skillfully with their
religious profession and piety that they didn’t appear this way on the outside. This meant that those who
fellowshipped with them, supported their agendas, and agreed with their teaching, were also defiled with
their sin and infected with their corrupted morality. Yet, they were so pious that people did not suspect
them as harmful. The contagious hypocrisy of the Pharisees was caught so subtly, people weren’t even
aware that anything was wrong! The condemnation is, “Woe to you Pharisees!”
Having heard Him speak these things against the Pharisees, one of the experts in the law let Jesus know
that he was offended. This man’s statement, “you insult us also,” allied himself and his fellow lawyers
with the Pharisees. It’s a common thing for some people to take offense on behalf of those who are being
reproved for wrong behavior and motives. They ought to take correction to heart and humbly support the
appropriate changes, but they align themselves with their compatriots and let Jesus know that they’re
offended by His bigotry! By this they give evidence that the contaminated spirit and thinking of the
Pharisees dwells in their own hearts too. Jesus did not back down as He turned His attention to expose
the nature of the lawyers. “You load people down with nearly unbearable burdens, and you won’t lift a
finger to help them.” These men were great at creating laws and practices that destroyed God-given
liberties. By their authority, they enslaved people to observe numerous and weighty restrictions and laws
that God never intended, and that they themselves were often exempt from. Woe to you experts in law!






Recognize that people may be more concerned with the outside, but God looks on the heart!
Attend worship service, bring your tithes, but also be sure that you are giving your heart to God!
Pray that your heart may be purified and delivered from self-seeking, greed and wickedness!
Pray that your serving and giving will reflect that you have given your heart to God!
Remember that your heart is important to God – don’t be just outwardly religious!

Prayer Challenge – He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. – Micah 6:8

#109 – Woes to the Experts in the Law
Luke 11:47-54 - "Woe to you, because you build tombs for the prophets, and it was your forefathers who
killed them. So you testify that you approve of what your forefathers did; they killed the prophets, and you
build their tombs. Because of this, God in his wisdom said, `I will send them prophets and apostles, some
of whom they will kill and others they will persecute.' Therefore this generation will be held responsible for
the blood of all the prophets that has been shed since the beginning of the world, from the blood of Abel
to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, this
generation will be held responsible for it all.
"Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to knowledge. You yourselves
have not entered, and you have hindered those who were entering."
When Jesus left there, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law began to oppose him fiercely and to
besiege him with questions, waiting to catch him in something he might say.
Don’t forget that we have here an “expert in the law,” who was offended by the woes Jesus had
pronounced upon the Pharisees. We could learn from this passage that people who sympathize with
those whom Christ reproves are bound to receive woes of their own! And so, Christ continues His
pronouncements against the experts in the law. “Woe to you, because you build tombs for the
prophets…” Now, we might think that building monuments for the prophets would be an honorable thing,
but Jesus knows the motives and heart condition of these experts. They were direct descendants of their
forefathers. Their forefathers had killed the prophets and these experts were making sure that they
stayed dead! They made this public display of honor, yet if any prophets or apostles came to them in the
same spirit of the former prophets, these experts of the law would be among those who would be first in
line to persecute and destroy them. We see this displayed in our culture by those who quote Jesus, but
band together with others who would rather keep Him in the grave than believe in His resurrection and
live according to His will. Therefore, Jesus says that such hypocrites will be held responsible for the
blood of all the prophets that has been shed from Abel to Zechariah – that is - from the beginning of the
Old Testament to the end of it. This generation of prophet killers will be held responsible for it all!
“Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to knowledge.” The very ones who
should have been providing understanding of the law, the ones that ought to have unlocked the secrets to
the salvation that it pointed to, were the very ones who obstructed and opposed that knowledge. They
have taken away the key! They have not embraced the gospel of the Kingdom, and they have been a
hindrance to those who WERE entering. They kept themselves, and the people they should have been
serving, in ignorance of the way of salvation. God holds teachers to a greater level of accountability –
“Woe to you, because you have taken away the key to knowledge.” Jesus left them with this reproof.
After this, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law began to look for every opportunity to catch Jesus in
some fault or inconsistency. They teamed up against Him in FIERCE OPPOSITION! Their hearts were
resentful, bitter and angry toward Him. Their strategy was to besiege Him with questions, thinking that, at
some point, He would say something wrong. They could not bear the righteous reproof of Christ, so they
set out to do something that no righteous person would need to do – they worked hard to try to put Him in
a position where they could accuse Him! If this kind of activity was used against THEM, they would be
the first to decry it as evil! It should not surprise us that those who oppose Christ will also oppose His
present day Gospel ambassadors in a similar fashion to these Pharisees and teachers of the law. Those
who are faithful to reprove sin and unbelief should expect it and keep a careful guard on what they say
and how they say it. If we would endure these trials with grace and integrity, we must keep our eyes on
Jesus and “consider him who endured such contradiction of sinful men.”






Recognize those who pride themselves as intellectuals and experts but are opposed to truth!
Attend worship service where the key to the knowledge of salvation is presented, not withheld!
Pray that you may be humble to receive reproof, correction and instruction in righteousness!
Pray that you may have grace and integrity to endure the opposition of sinners!
Pray that you will have godly wisdom as you rebuke and correct unrighteousness and sin!

Prayer Challenge – Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set
before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose
heart. – Hebrews 12:2,3

#110 – Be On Your Guard Against Hypocrisy
Luke 12:1-3 - Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they were trampling on
one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying: "Be on your guard against the yeast of
the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will
not be made known. What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have
whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs.
An incredible group had gathered together to hear Jesus preach. The Pharisees and experts in the law
sought to accuse Him and catch Him in some fault, but the people, who were not biased by their
prejudices and jealousies, still admired and honored Him. While He was still contending with those that
“fiercely opposed Him,” thousands gathered for an after dinner sermon. Jesus did not disappoint them.
Although He had soundly reproved them in His earlier sermon for being a wicked generation seeking after
a sign, they still came back in even greater numbers. It seems that they handled reproof better than the
Pharisees received theirs. The more the Pharisees worked to resist Christ, the more the people flocked
to Him. Several thousand pressed in so eagerly to hear that some were getting trampled. They were so
eager for this ministry to their souls that they risked injury and the jostling of the crowd in order to hear.
What kind of people would do this? Would it not be those who are earnest for their souls and hungry for
truth? Would it not be those who sensed the Spirit of their Creator dwelling in this Preacher?
Christ’s first message was to His disciples as He cautioned them against the yeast of the Pharisees.
These listeners were His inner circle of dedicated students and, as such, He instructs them as His dearly
loved children. They professed to believe in Him more than the others and so He warns them of the sin
that they were in most danger of – HYPOCRISY! They were in training to preach to others, and if they
should trash their witness by being hypocrites, that would be as bad, or worse than the example set by
the Pharisees. Jesus knew full well the harm done by hypocrisy and He presents them this cautionary
word in the hearing of thousands of listeners rather than privately. In so doing, He made them more
accountable and let the world know that hypocrisy would not be acceptable among those who proclaimed
His gospel. Truth, integrity and authenticity are paramount as a follower of Christ.
Notice that Jesus describes this sin as YEAST. It is the YEAST of the Pharisees. It spreads into the
whole person and all that he does. It swells the person with self-righteous pride, it sours and embitters
them with resentment and jealousies, and it makes their service unacceptable to God. It is the sin that
most of the Pharisees are plagued with. Be on your guard not to imitate them or fall into this trap. “Don’t
drag this spirit of the Pharisees into Christianity,” might well be Jesus’ instruction to His inner circle. (Of
course, the Pharisees were well within earshot as He spoke these words)! Jesus leaves them this
reason, “There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known.
What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear in
the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs.” Sooner or later the truth will come out! If you speak
and act in the “darkness” what is inconsistent with your public professions, it will be trumpeted from the
rooftops. As in Ecclesiastes 10:20, a bird of the air will carry your word, and your falsehood will be made
plain to everyone. The iniquity that is concealed with a show of piety will be uncovered! There is coming
a day when all secrets will be brought to light! One day all hypocrites will be stripped of their religious fig
leaves! So, a major lesson for all Christ followers, GUARD AGAINST HYPOCRISY!






Recognize the danger of hypocrisy – in your life and in others!
Attend the hearing of the Word of Christ – even risk the danger of being trampled by the
thousands who will be busting down the doors of your church to hear!
Pray that you may be humble to receive reproof, correction and instruction in righteousness!
Pray that you may be authentic, full of grace and rich in integrity as you follow Christ!
Pray that you will guard against hypocrisy in your life and in the community of believers!

Prayer Challenge – Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of
every kind. Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation,
now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. – 1 Peter 2:1-3

#111 – Don’t Be Afraid! Rather, Be Afraid! But, Don’t Be Afraid!
Luke 12:4-12 - "I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. But I
will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes,
I tell you, fear him. Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. Indeed, the
very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. "I tell you,
whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will also acknowledge him before the angels of God. But he
who disowns me before men will be disowned before the angels of God. And everyone who speaks a word against
the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. "When you
are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what
you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say."

Christ’s disciples are His “friends” and He gives them this friendly advice, “do not be afraid of those who
have only enough power to kill the body.” Their power is a limited power! Don’t be in dread of their wrath
for, after they have done their worst, your immortal soul will live on and find its eternal joy in God! His
friendly advisement continues as He clarifies whom they SHOULD fear. God should be feared more than
the most powerful people in your life! If you want to fear man less, then fear God more! By identifying
with Christ you may incur the scorn and wrath of people, who can do no worse than to destroy your life.
However, denying and disowning Christ will bring the wrath and condemnation of God, who has the
power to send you to hell, and you’ll have no power to stop Him! We often face the potential scorn of
influential people and the pressures they may bring to bear upon us to conform to popular opinions that
conflict with God’s Word, His laws and standards. In fear of rejection, loss of income, or maybe even loss
of life, many have rejected the precepts and standards of God’s kingdom in order to “fit in” with the
culture. Our Lord’s friendly advice is that we should rather fear the One who has power to throw us into
HELL! This makes sense when we think about it, but tougher to put into practice when a situation arises
that challenges it. That’s why I’m reminding us to think about it! “Yes, I tell you, fear Him!”
However, don’t be afraid! God looks after His children! You are sacred and precious to Him! You are
worth far more than the sparrows that God looks after! You are so important that He has an accounting
of each of the hairs on your head! (Now, I’m a little easier for Him to account for in this than many of
you!) A quote that I grew up with was, “If you look after the things that are important to God, He’ll look
after the things that are important to you!” This axiom finds some support here in Jesus’s counsel. He
says, “If you acknowledge me before men, I will acknowledge you before God!” If we value our
relationship with Christ more than we value other relationships or things, He will not forsake us when we
stand before the Great Judge! On the other hand, if we disown Christ and sell out our souls to the world,
the flesh and the devil, He will also disown us and will not advocate on our behalf! Hmmmm, Is it possible
that a loving God would disown His people? Only when such people disown Him! There is a hell to shun
and the solution is simple – believe God and make sure that people know that you do, by choosing to
honor and obey Him, even when others don’t!
Like Peter, who denied that He knew Jesus, we too can be forgiven for those moments when we’ve failed
to acknowledge Him! His mercy will often provide us with opportunity to acknowledge the error of our
way, to repent and make known to a watching world that we really do love and trust Him! However,
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is another matter! To disown the person and work of God’s Holy Spirit
is UNFORGIVEABLE! We may only be drawn to God by His Spirit and we are warned that, to scorn,
curse, reject and blaspheme the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven! He is the agent of our salvation, the
power and inspiration of God to counsel and direct our lives! When people challenge our faith and
values, He is the One who will instruct us in how to respond. We don’t have to worry about defending
ourselves, He is our advocate, our lawyer, and He will guide our words! So, don’t blaspheme the
precious Spirit of God, embrace Him! Learn to recognize His voice! He is the One who will teach us that
we have nothing to fear from men if we fear GOD! If we fear God, we have nothing to fear FROM Him!






Pay attention to Christ’s friendly advice about who has the most influence in your life actions!
Don’t be afraid of what men can do to you! Fear God… and go to worship service today!
Be mindful of how precious you are to God – He has the hairs of your head accounted for!
Pray that you may demonstrate to others how precious Christ is to you!
Recognize, honor and embrace the presence and work of the Holy Spirit in your life!

Prayer Challenge – When I am afraid, I will trust in you. In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I will
not be afraid. What can mortal man do to me? – Psalm 56:3,4

#112 – Storing Up For Self, or, Rich Toward God!
Luke 12:13-21 - Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me." Jesus
replied, "Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?" Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your
guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions." And he told them
this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. He thought to himself, `What shall I do? I have
no place to store my crops.' "Then he said, `This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and
there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many
years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." ' "But God said to him, `You fool! This very night your life will be
demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' "This is how it will be with anyone who
stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."
“Teacher, tell my brother…” This “someone” in the crowd is petitioning Jesus to step into a family and civil matter. It
seems likely that this man would be a younger brother to one his elder, who has withheld a portion of the family
inheritance and, has apparently kept everything for himself. There are greedy individuals – sometimes even family
members – who have no sense of equity or familial affection, who take advantage of those whom they ought to
protect and support. This man, who was wronged, came to Christ looking for an authoritative intervention that would
give him justice. How often have you brought an issue to God in which you have been wronged or left out?
Normally, this man should have gone to the judge or the rabbis to settle this dispute. Perhaps he recognized in Jesus
an authority that could set his brother straight without making a legal matter out of it.
Jesus responds to his petition with, “Man, who appointed me…” Our Lord does not step in to assume authority that
He was not appointed to! There are civil laws and authorized persons who are appointed to deal with these things,
and Jesus is saying, “I wasn’t appointed to this office.” Christ was not about to call out the thoughtless brother and
say, “Hey, you, greedy man! Divide the inheritance with your brother!” He was not given authority to do that. That
should be left to rabbis and judges! However, before the wounded man has time to feel rejected by Jesus, our Lord
speaks to the crowd and says, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed.” He instructed them to
understand that it’s not abundance of material possessions that makes a life meaningful! This was a good lead in to
one of His earthly stories with a heavenly meaning! He told them of a rich man whose investments were extremely
productive. His thoughts were totally absorbed in what he could do to make his wealth more secure and enjoyable.
The rich man focused on making sure that he had plenty of good things laid up for many years, so that he could take
life easy; eat, drink and be merry! BUT! God said to the rich man, “You fool! Tonight your life will be demanded from
you. Then what will become of all that you have prepared for yourself?”
If both brothers are listening they will benefit from our Lord’s next words, “This is how it will be with anyone who
stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.” It’s very easy to neglect our souls at the expense of chasing
material comforts and securities. Or, we may become one of those brothers greedily heaping up for ourselves all that
we can to make life easy, at the neglect of protecting and supporting those whom we ought to have equal
consideration for! We could also be like the brother who came petitioning because he felt left out! He needed to
heed the parable of Jesus as well, looking not so much for his share of material inheritance, but to make certain that
he was becoming rich toward God!






Pray that you will not neglect your soul at the expense of material comforts and pleasures.
Celebrate the goodness of God and bring Him the tithes and offerings He is worthy of!
Be intentional about being rich toward God and pray that others will follow your example!
Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness!
Be rich in good deeds, be generous and willing to share!

Prayer Challenge – Remember that, “godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world,
and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. People who want to
get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and
destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from
the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to
which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses. In the sight of God,
who gives life to everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good
confession, I charge you to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which God will bring about in his own time--God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who
alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and
might forever. Amen. Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in
wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.
Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will
lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is
truly life.” – 1 Timothy 6:6-19

#113 – Life Is More Than What You Worry About!
Luke 12:22-26 - Then Jesus said to his disciples: "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what
you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. Life is more than food, and the body more than
clothes. Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds
them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to
his life? Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?
Jesus’s last message, warned against all kinds of greed, and was addressed to the CROWD. This one is
to His DISCIPLES. If you are a follower of Jesus, then you’ll want to heed His counsel about life! Don’t
worry about things like what you will eat or what you will wear. Life is bigger than these things! “The
CROWD” is preoccupied with laboring to keep up with the rest of the CROWD in their fashions and food.
Christ’s disciples are coached to NOT WORRY about these things. Jesus has spoken of this before but,
most of us need to hear it repeated over and over until we finally “get it!” We might think that we aren’t in
danger of being greedy but there is another side of covetousness that those of us who have very little of
this world’s goods may be most tempted by. These men who had left everything to follow Jesus were
going to deal with moments of anxiety about the basic necessities of life. Jesus says, “Do not worry
about your life…” As you follow Christ, you will face all the challenges of hunger, nakedness and danger,
but DON’T WORRY!
WHY NOT, Jesus? Because of your value in God’s sight! Just think about the ravens. Do they plant
fields, harvest crops and store them away in barns? Of course not! But, God feeds them! You need to
understand that you are far more valuable than birds! You need to understand that if you seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness, these things will be supplied as well. You need to understand
that, IF YOU TAKE CARE OF THE THINGS THAT ARE IMPORTANT TO GOD, HE WILL TAKE CARE
OF THE THINGS THAT ARE IMPORTANT TO YOU! Life is MORE THAN food and clothes! Life is
MORE THAN material possessions and things! When you spend your entire life focused on working for
these things, when will you ever become rich toward God? When will you ever understand your value to
God? When will you ever experience HIS PROVISION and care for YOU?
In fact, life is more than this life! Do you think that worrying about death can add more time to life? Most
of us need the love of God to heal our minds so that we understand that whether we live or die, we
belong to Him! Does He care whether we live or die? Are we that valuable to Him that He’s attentive to
our basic needs and concerns? Our Lord stresses this point with His disciples, “DON’T WORRY… ARE
YOU NOT MUCH MORE VALUABLE THAN BIRDS? Stop worrying! Let go of the anxious thoughts!
Governments and businesses capitalize on people’s worries and fears! This faith will keep the right
perspective on the role of government and business! So, live your life knowing that you are important to
God! And, live your life in a way that demonstrates that God is important to you! My friend, trust the word
of Christ! Cast your cares upon Him and freely live the life that He has planned for you! Life is more than
food and clothing; it’s trusting Jesus, recognizing our value, putting God first and living by faith!






Don’t waste the life God has given you by just working for food and clothes, labor for Him!
Go to the House of the Lord! Bring Him a tithe that demonstrates His supremacy in your life!
Be mindful of how precious you are to God – He has the hairs of your head accounted for!
Cease your worries about life and trust God to care, lead and supply your need!
Remember that life is more than this life! Live the life that is eternal! (Stay tuned for more).

Prayer Challenge – Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from
God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed
with our heavenly dwelling, because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. For while we are in
this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our
heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now it is God who has made us for
this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. Therefore we
are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord.
We live by faith, not by sight. We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at
home with the Lord. So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away
from it. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due
him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. – 2 Corinthians 5:1-10

#114 – Life Is More Than What You Worry About – Part 2!
Luke 12:27-31 - "Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon
in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is
here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith!
And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. For the pagan world runs
after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. But seek his kingdom, and these things
will be given to you as well.
Think about it! How do the lilies grow? What do they grow from? What do they grow into? They grow
from a bulb, that is dormant in the winter but it sprouts forth in the spring sun and rain to give a colorful
array of beauty that not even Solomon could match when dressed in his finery. You never see them
needing to strive for that beauty by hiring themselves out like people do, nor do you see them sitting and
spinning like dressmakers do to make clothing. Nope, all of their beauty and vitality comes from what
God created and programmed them to be! Think about it! If this is the way God clothes the grass of the
field, that is very fragile and lasts only a short season, what do you think He has planned for YOU and put
within YOU by His Spirit and grace? How hard we tend to work to make ourselves look good for
everyone around us! We work and work so that we can have fine fashion in clothing, sharp looking
automobiles, and expensive homes and fancy culinary! Is this the way to discover the beauty God has
programmed for us?
Jesus says, “Oh you of little faith!” Our problem is that we set our hearts on these things and we worry
about them. The pattern and practice of a pagan and faithless world pursues all these things by toiling
and laboring – sometimes by hook or by crook! All of our efforts produce little more than the fig leaves of
Adam and Eve in comparison to the beauty and provision that God delights to clothe us with! God knows
that we need food and clothing, but He also knows we need what only He can give, much more than
these! So, faith is necessary if we would make the things of God’s kingdom our first priority! If we would
obtain the beauty and blessings of the kingdom of God, we will need to make them more important than
temporal things that we tend to make first priority in life! This takes faith! In a culture that screams at us
from every angle, “You need this, you need that! Buy this product! Wait, there’s more!” We definitely
need faith to turn a deaf ear to those bombardments and tune in to God’s plan and program!
Now, we should be swift to declare that this is not some excuse for not working at all! That would not be
consistent with the rest of God’s Word that deplores laziness and failure to provide for yourself and your
family. This is all about priorities, values and perspective on things that are temporal and things that are
eternal! It’s all about TRUE BEAUTY, FOOD that really satisfies, and experiencing the plan and purpose
of God fulfilled in our lives! Do you believe that God’s ways are best? Do you believe that His precepts,
statutes and laws are superior to all others? Wisdom teaches us that they are and faith moves us to take
them to heart and put them into practice. Jesus is the sunshine (Sonshine) we need to receive and the
Bible is the rain we need to drink in! So, seek His kingdom, and those things that everyone else worries
about so much, and works so hard for… they will be given you as well! Ask me sometime about our God
mobile!






Think about the flowers of the field and where their beauty comes from!
Think about your value and the plans God has for you and worship our Creator!
Let the beauty of God’s kingdom and His righteousness permeate your life.
Cease your worries about life and trust God to care, lead and supply your need!
Remember that life is more than this life! Live the life that is eternal!

Prayer Challenge – Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where
Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. –
Colossians 3:1,2.
So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is
unseen is eternal. – 2 Corinthians 4:18. For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me and
come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all
your heart. I will be found by you," declares the LORD… " – Jeremiah 29:11-14.

#115 – Don’t Be Afraid to Give Your Heart to God!
Luke 12:32-34 - "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.
Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a
treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
Have you ever been afraid to give your heart to the kingdom of God? Previously I mentioned that one of
our problems is that we set our hearts on things of time and sense and we worry about how we’re going
to obtain them, or IF we will obtain them. That can be a big problem because such worry and focus
demands most of our energy and time and will keep us from experiencing life in God’s kingdom! We
cannot serve both God and material things! Most of us Americans have far more “things” than we need
or use. Yard and garage sales may be a good way to trim some of that excess and have something to
give – and there is always someone with a need! You may not even have to sell something, just find
someone who needs what you have and give it to them! This practice of giving helps us keep God’s
kingdom a priority and delivers us from greed and hoarding. Humans have a tendency to think that if we
give things away then we won’t have what WE need! So, we get fearful when we hear Jesus say, “Sell
your possessions and give to the poor.” Even more significantly, we LOVE those things that we’ve
worked to obtain! What possession do you love so dearly that might cause this directive of Christ to cut
to your heart if He specifically asked you to sell it and give to the poor? Is this something that will last
forever? I’m sure we all remember the Rich Young Ruler that Jesus gave this very directive to. He went
away sorrowfully because he loved his possessions more than he loved Christ! He was afraid to give his
heart to the kingdom of God!
Jesus instructs His followers to invest in treasures that will not wear out, will never be exhausted, and
cannot be stolen or destroyed. Just what are those treasures? Well, they are things that last forever –
things of faith, hope and love! Rather than laboring your whole life for what will not last, invest in actions
and attitudes that are eternal. Invest in things that demonstrate that you really believe that what you
believe is really real! Demonstrate that you really love what you believe! Do you believe in God, and in
His beloved Son our Savior? And do you believe in the Holy Spirit our Counselor and guide for truth and
righteousness? And, do you believe in the Church, the universal body of believers in Christ Jesus who
live for His glory? And, do you believe in the resurrection? Do you believe that we will all one day stand
before the judgment seat of God, that He will separate believers from unbelievers, and that there is
everlasting joy for those who belong to Him and everlasting punishment for those who will be condemned
by their own unbelief? If you believe all these things, then let your life reflect that you are investing in
these things that will never wear out, never be exhausted and cannot be stolen or destroyed.
“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” If we invest most of our time, money and life’s
energies in things that are temporal, those things usually captivate our heart and become our most
precious and important investments. If we invest ourselves in the things that last forever, then the things
of heaven and God’s eternal kingdom grow more precious and sacred to our heart. Jesus speaks great
encouragement to our hearts when He says, "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been
pleased to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s good pleasure to GIVE the kingdom! His kingdom cannot
be purchased or earned! It is His good pleasure to GIVE it! So, don’t be afraid to give your heart to His
eternal rule and glory!






Don’t be afraid to give your heart to Christ and His eternal kingdom!
Put God’s kingdom and His righteousness in first place in your life and worship!
Let the beauty of God’s kingdom and His righteousness permeate your life.
Don’t be afraid to let go of earthly treasures that tend to get in the way of heavenly treasures!
Remember that life is more than this life! Live the life that is eternal!

Prayer Challenge – I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and
white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you
can see. Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. Here I am! I stand at the
door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he
with me. - Revelation 3:18-20

#116 – READY and WAITING!
Luke 12:35-40 - "Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, like men waiting for their
master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open
the door for him. It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. I
tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait
on them. It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the
second or third watch of the night. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour
the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, because
the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him."
There were times when we were children that our folks would have to leave us on our own for a while as
they attended meetings or went shopping. They would leave us with instructions and expectations for
cleaning and order. However, the ten George kids loved to romp and play through the house while our
parents were out. We could make a pretty good mess in a short amount of time. I well remember when
one of our lookouts would cry out, “Here comes Dad and Mom!” You can’t believe the mad scurry to put
the house back in order before they pulled into the driveway and came in the house! I have to say, this
wasn’t a very good or effective way to fulfill the plans and expectations laid out for us by our parents and
we never really got things back in order! You can only imagine what it was like when our lookout failed to
see them coming! We didn’t usually greet them at the door! I’m afraid that many people live their lives in
this same fashion! They love to romp and play, avoiding tending to the things the Master has planned
and expected from them, thinking that they’ll have time to do all that just before He comes!
Jesus tells His followers to be the kind of servants who will keep everything in a state of readiness,
expecting that their Master may return at any time! He counsels them to live in such a way that they will
have no apprehension or hesitation to open the door for Him, no matter what time of day or night or life
He may come! If they would be just this kind of servant, Jesus gives them a wonderful anticipation of
what will happen when the Master returns. He will dress Himself in servant clothes, give them a
comfortable place at the table, and will come and SERVE THEM! Talk about turning the tables! It will be
really good for those servants! Now, our folks never quite did this for us George kids. Perhaps it’s
because they never had reason to, since I doubt that they ever really found us in this state of readiness!
But, we cannot imagine the good things our Lord has in store for those who will be faithful and ready
when He returns! There will always be many distractions and temptations to overcome, but Jesus
assures us that it will be more than worth it if we stay focused, faithful and ready.
“But understand this!” These words jump out to us in this message. If you knew that a thief was going to
break into your house, and you had advance knowledge of WHEN he was coming, your shotgun would
be ready for him! If you knew that the Tempter was going to break in to your life and cause damage and
steal your time, attention, energy and affection from Christ, wouldn’t you do the same thing? Well, let it
be known that the Tempter WILL come as a thief. His intentions are to break in and steal those things
that are to be devoted to God. He intends to destroy what God intends for good! One of his lies will be,
“You have a long time before Christ returns (if He ever really does), so, eat drink and be merry!” If you
really knew the damage and destruction the devil will cause when given the opportunity, you wouldn’t give
him a chance! So, be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour you do not expect Him!






Get your spiritual house in order and make ready for Christ’s return!
Get up, get dressed and trim your lamp. Then get to the place of Worship and honor the Lord!
Understand that the devil will be looking for an opportunity to break in and steal.
Secure your heart and mind with the study and application of God’s Word!
Be sure to take care of the things that are important to God! You won’t regret it!

Prayer Challenge – Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready
to do whatever is good, to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and to show true humility
toward all men. At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of
passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. But when the
kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had
done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy
Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been
justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. – Titus 3:1-8

#117 – Much More Will Be Required From Those Entrusted With Much
Luke 12:41-48 - Peter asked, "Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?" The Lord answered, "Who
then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food
allowance at the proper time? It will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing so when he returns. I tell
you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. But suppose the servant says to himself, `My master is
taking a long time in coming,' and he then begins to beat the menservants and maidservants and to eat and drink and
get drunk. The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware
of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers. "That servant who knows his master's will
and does not get ready or does not do what his master wants will be beaten with many blows. But the one who does
not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given
much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.

Peter speaks up for all of us, “Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?” Jesus gives His
answer in the form of another parable, and, when you hear it or read it, you just can’t help realize that it’s
meant for YOU! In this follow up parable Jesus speaks of two kinds of managers. He speaks in such a
way that we ought to know that each one of us fits one or the other description. We are first of all caused
to consider ourselves as “managers” or “stewards.” The Lord has put each of us in the place of
responsibility for a number of others. He says that our charge is, “to give them their food allowance at the
proper time.” The faithful and wise manager will do just that. Christ Jesus promises reward and blessing
for the steward who conducts himself with wisdom and faithfulness. He will be put in charge of all his
Master’s possessions! Joseph in Egypt and Daniel in Babylon are fine examples to illustrate this truth.
Joseph was wise and faithful and Pharaoh, his master, put him in charge of all of Egypt. Daniel was wise
and faithful and he was made the third highest ruler in the land of Babylon. Both of these men were
foreigners who had been brought as captives into the land they ended up helping to rule.
But! Sadly, not everyone dedicates himself to serving his master’s agenda. Suppose the steward throws
wisdom and faithfulness to the wind and, under the guise of authority, he assumes his own agenda that is
vastly different from the assignment his master gave him. Convincing himself that there is no superior
authority to hold him accountable (and if there is, it’s not going to show up in his term of office), he begins
to beat up on the men and women that he’s supposed to be serving. He also uses his resources for
partying, feasting and drinking and getting high. Our Lord promises that the master of that servant will
show up on a day and hour when he doesn’t expect him, and the consequences will not be pretty! He will
slice him to shreds and give him a new assignment in a place with other unbelievers! This word is a
wakeup call for those who have forsaken their assignments, are not serving God-given agenda, and have
tyrannically served their own. Don’t deceive yourselves! There is a day of reckoning and it’s sure to be a
day of surprise to you!
Jesus wraps up this parable with a final word for all of us. Those who KNOW our master’s will and do not
do it or perform our service for his satisfactory inspection, will be beaten with MANY blows! But those
who DO NOT KNOW our master’s expectations and ignorantly do things deserving of his punishment, will
be beaten with FEW blows! Knowledge brings greater accountability! Ignorance is no excuse! Failure in
both categories results in painful consequences. Much will be expected from EVERYONE who has been
entrusted with much! So, who is this parable for? It is for EVERYONE! It is for husbands! It is for wives!
It is for parents! It is for teachers! It is for pastors! It is for bosses! It is for laborers! It is for presidents!
It is for governors! It is for congressmen and women! It is for judges! It is for entertainers! It is for
children! It is for youth! It is for adults of all ages! IT IS FOR EVERYONE! How much have you been
entrusted with? Don’t abuse this sacred and precious trust! Be faithful and wise!






Inventory all the people in your life that you are responsible to serve?
Pray for wisdom and faithfulness as you serve those you are in charge of!
Wisely and faithfully serve the people God has entrusted to you!
Don’t deceive yourself into thinking that your Master will not justly reward or punish your labors!
Be sure to take care of the things that are important to God! You won’t regret it!

Prayer Challenge – "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but
not to them. Whoever has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have,
even what he has will be taken from him”. – Matthew 13:11,12

#118 – Do You Think That Jesus Came To Bring Peace On Earth?
Luke 12:49-53 - "I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! But I have a baptism
to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed! Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you,
but division. From now on there will be five in one family divided against each other, three against two and two
against three. They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter
against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law."

These verses challenge everyone to THINK about WHY Jesus came? Almost everyone loves the
popular quotes of Jesus, like His commandment to LOVE ONE ANOTHER. Similarly, His declarations in
the Sermon on the Mount, like the Golden Rule, are quite appealing to most people! No one ever spoke
more powerfully and righteously than Jesus did! No one ever cared for sick and sinful people like He did!
No one ever performed loving healing miracles like He did! Yet, none of those things were the reason He
came! The verses in our text move our thinking and understanding out of the nicey, nice, kindness,
peace, love and can’t we all just get along perspective! Jesus plainly declares, “I have come to bring fire
on the earth…” He makes it plainly known that He came to bring DIVISION – not unity and peace! Thus,
with these declarations, Jesus becomes the most controversial person of all time. His truth claims and
His suffering, death and resurrection have ignited a fire on this earth that has totally changed the course
of human events! The passion and purpose of His life and ministry were to see this fire kindled. The
sinful lost condition that exists in every human heart has been exposed by Christ’s coming!
Christ’s improper arrest, His unjust trial, the cruel whipping, the hatred and mocking He endured without a
word, His crucifixion, subsequent death and resurrection sparked a fire that has raged on the earth ever
since that time! This fire has divided nations, religious communities, relatives and families, as well as
those who were once friends! Jesus did not come for the sake of validating and making all religions
equal. He did not come to encourage people to adopt an “I’m okay you’re okay” philosophy. He came to
show us how sinful sin really is and how wicked our hearts truly are!
Unless our hearts are deeply grieved by the wickedness of our sin and moved by the great price God was
willing to pay to save us, then we really don’t appreciate this fire that was kindled 2,000 years ago! You
and I were born with a sinful nature, one that we inherited from a long line of sinners dating back to
Adam. That nature is bent on rejecting God’s nature and laws! It rejects the claim that we are not good
enough or capable of saving ourselves from our sinful nature and its destructive tendency. It’s one that
believes the claim that we are all born basically good and that our environment is what corrupts and
contaminates us – more education and reform are the answer. The life, death and resurrection of Christ
Jesus lit a fire that confronts this truth claim head on and declares it to be a lie! It declares that we are
ALL sinners with a death penalty looming over us, and that our only salvation is to believe on His name!
This truth claim from Jesus and the Gospels has divided people over the centuries since that time. As a
result of the Gospel message there are those who have readily recognized their rebellious condition
toward God, repented and put their faith in Christ as Savior and Lord. Others have rejected Him believing
that they don’t need saving or redemption! They are good enough without Christ and the world is
fortunate to have them, but they still sometimes like to retain SOME of His teaching as good for society.
This has often been lived out with parents and children, in-laws and other family members – just like
Jesus said it would! Can you see, if Jesus had never come, this kind of division would never happen! Do
you believe that you were born with a sinful heart that needs a Savior? If not, there is a great division
between you and those like me who believe the truth claims of Jesus! Even more significantly, there is a
great divide between you and Christ, and the fire that was kindled 2,000 years ago continues to rage!






Recognize the seriousness of sin!
Give thanks that God so loved us sinners that He sent His Son to save us from our sin!
Realize that this truth claim will bring division to families, friends and neighbors.
Pray for those who have not yet come to acknowledge their need and God’s provision.
Remember that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God – share it!

Prayer Challenge – This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no
darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son,
purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not
sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. – 1 John 1:5-10

#119 – Interpreting the Times
Luke 12:54-56 - He said to the crowd: "When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you say, `It's going to
rain,' and it does. And when the south wind blows, you say, `It's going to be hot,' and it is. Hypocrites! You know how
to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky. How is it that you don't know how to interpret this present time?

I’m always intrigued by the weather prognosticators and how they are able to predict the weather before it
arrives. In the days of Christ, most people were weather-wise. By observing the winds and clouds they
could foresee when there would be rain and when there would be hot weather. From repeated
experience, they would anticipate that clouds and a west wind from the Mediterranean Sea usually meant
rain was coming. If the wind was out of the south, from the desert, they expected it to be hot. After
acknowledging that those in the crowd were astute to these factors and capable of drawing the correct
conclusions based on these signs of nature, Christ calls them “Hypocrites!” Ow! Jesus rebukes them for
not knowing how to interpret the times they’re living in. They know how to read the signs of nature in
predicting the weather, but they are somehow incapable of reading the signs that signaled the Messiah’s
presence, the spiritual condition of the nation, the coming confrontation with Rome, and the eternal
consequences these events would have for their own lives.
History is a grand teacher, IF people will learn from it! It reveals, to those who are astute, what may be
expected from particular behaviors, choices and actions. We arrive at the present from the actions of the
past, and the present choices and actions will determine the future. We know that insanity has something
to do with repeating the same actions, behaviors and choices over and over, expecting to get different
results. Those who fail to learn from the lessons of history and their past are doomed to repeat the same
mistakes! Those who are, on the one hand, willing to benefit from certain things that are historically
demonstrated to be wise and prudent, and yet, on the other hand, turn a blind eye to other things that
history and experience clearly reveals as foolish and destructive are rightly identified as HYPOCRITES!
These people in the crowd have known all the historical information of the prophets and the Scriptures,
yet they apparently disregard it when the signs are clearly present! They are hypocrites, pretending to be
wise, but are really not. They pretend to expect the Messiah and His kingdom, yet are in no way desiring
to receive it!
“How is it that you don’t know how to interpret this present time?” To prognosticate is to foretell or predict
from signs or indications. In order to predict the weather one must study, recognize and pay attention to
the signs and indications. Wisdom requires this! The Scriptures provide all the signs and indicators
needed for understanding the times. Jesus had been fulfilling all of the prophetic signs and indicators
relevant to the Messiah. They knew all these signs and indicators well, but still didn’t recognize their
fulfillment or refused to connect the dots with Jesus! Along with the Scripture passages that reveal the
Christ, we too, have been given many indicators to watch and predict from in the Scriptures. In Matthew
24, Jesus gives many for us to learn from: “Wars and rumors of wars,” “The fig tree,” “Signs in the
heavens,” “As it was in the days of Noah,” are all among those given to help us know what time it is in
history. Who will be wise and astute to interpret the times? How is it that you don’t know how to interpret
this present time? In the time of Christ it was because they refused to recognize the fulfillment of
Scripture in their very presence! The same answer must be applied to today!






Make time to study and know the signs and indicators given in Scripture!
Worship God who reveals truth and light to our hearts, minds and spirits!
Recognize the times we are living in the light of the indicators and signs revealed in Scripture.
Pray for those who are still blind to the revelation of Scripture.
Pay attention to the signs that enlighten and enable us to interpret the times we live in!

Prayer Challenge – Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you know very well that
the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, "Peace and safety," destruction will
come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you, brothers, are not in
darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not
belong to the night or to the darkness. So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and selfcontrolled. For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. But since we belong to
the day, let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. For
God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. He died for us so that,
whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. Therefore encourage one another and build each
other up, just as in fact you are doing. – 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

#120 – Why Don’t You Judge For Yourself What is Right?
Luke 12:57-59 - "Why don't you judge for yourselves what is right? As you are going with your adversary
to the magistrate, try hard to be reconciled to him on the way, or he may drag you off to the judge, and
the judge turn you over to the officer, and the officer throw you into prison. I tell you, you will not get out
until you have paid the last penny."
The people in the crowd are very capable of judging for themselves what to expect from the weather, but,
why aren’t they aware that they now have an opportunity that they may never have again? Christ Jesus
is right there with them! If they WOULD, they could receive the rights and privileges of the Kingdom of
God! NOW is the acceptable time! NOW or NEVER! He will not be with them very long! Ecclesiastes
9:12, points out the folly and misery of those who do not know their time. The people of this generation
did not recognize the time of God’s coming to them (Luke 19:44). But a WISE man will have a heart that
discerns the time and will use that discernment to judge for himself what is right. Jesus chides them for
not using their sensibility of conscience and reason to judge what is right. If only they would allow
themselves the liberty to do that, they would soon arrive at the conclusion that all of Christ’s precepts and
claims are absolutely right! There is nothing more equitable or worthy for us to submit to than the
requirements and will of Christ Jesus.
The opinions and pressure of the religious parties presented a strong influence on these people in the
crowd. Perhaps their families and friends did too. They needed to think and judge for themselves! They
needed to hurry and make their peace with God while the opportunity remained and the door was still
open, before it was too late! Matthew 5:25,26 gives this same warning! If we are in danger of being
hauled into court by an adversary with whom we cannot contend, we’d think it pretty wise to try to settle
out of court, before we lose every penny along with our public reputation. Wise people at a disadvantage
will not let their disputes go to the point of endangering great loss of image or assets! When they know
they cannot win, they use better judgment to settle matters quickly, before they ever get to the magistrate!
People should do the same thing when it comes to the matters of their souls! Our sin and unbelief has
made God our adversary! We have provoked His displeasure against us, and He has both might and
right on His side! There is no future in thinking that we can prevail against Him in court, nor can we
defeat Him outside of court! Christ Jesus is the magistrate before whom we will all one day appear. If we
stand before Him and insist that He is wrong and we are right, trying to justify ourselves, we will surely
lose. The magistrate will hand us over to the officer, and we shall be thrown into hell to receive the just
consequences of our sin and unbelief. Christ’s suffering was for a short time, yet it provides a full and
sufficient atonement for the believer. Unbelieving sinners face a sorrowful judgment of endless duration.
Why don’t you judge for yourselves what is right? Would it not be well for you to recognize the
opportunity you have right now to agree with God, repent of your sins and, take advantage of His
gracious offer of salvation through faith in His Son Christ Jesus while you are still alive? Now is the
accepted time! Today is the day of salvation! Now is the TIME to make peace with God! Don’t ruin the
day of your opportunity! Don’t let family, friends, classmates, work associates, political parties or religions
decide for you! Don’t let your emotions, hurts, disillusionments or disappointments decide for you! Why
don’t you judge for YOURSELF what is right?






Recognize the time of God’s grace extended to you!
Worship God and allow His kindness to lead you to repentance – NOW!
Settle your account with God right now, before it’s too late!
Read the Scriptures and decide for yourself if Jesus is who He claims to be and if His
requirements are right.
Don’t ruin the day of your opportunity!

Prayer Challenge – Wash and make yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds out of my sight! Stop doing
wrong, learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend the cause of the fatherless,
plead the case of the widow. "Come now, let us reason together," says the LORD. "Though your sins are
like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool. If you
are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the land; but if you resist and rebel, you will be
devoured by the sword." For the mouth of the LORD has spoken. – Isaiah 1:16-20

#121 – Do You Think They Were Worse Sinners?
Luke 13:1-5 - Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood
Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. Jesus answered, "Do you think that these Galileans were worse
sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? I tell you, no! But unless you repent,
you too will all perish. Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them--do you think
they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too
will all perish."
We don’t know exactly what this news event pertains to but we can conclude that there were some
Galileans that Pilate’s administration had killed while they were offering sacrifices. And, we don’t know
the exact reason these people told Jesus about it. However, we might intimate from Jesus’s response to
them that they shared the news in some sort of self-righteous air. Even though Pilate may have been
unjust in killing them, they must have had secret sin, otherwise God would not have allowed them to be
so barbarously cut down. Rather than consider them as martyrs, they automatically reckon them as bad
guys. Maybe it was because they didn’t belong to their party, they were somehow different or they held
some point of difference. At any rate, it seems apparent that they considered this act of Pilate a just act
of God upon those Galileans.
Jesus followed their report with a story that also told of an incident where people’s lives were suddenly
lost. Not long before this occasion, eighteen persons had been killed when the tower of Siloam fell.
Some have thought maybe this was an adjoining tower to the pool of Siloam. This is the same pool
where the lame and infirmed people came and waited for the stirring of the water so they might get in and
be healed. It has been posed that it may have been some of these folks who were killed at that time.
Whoever they were, it was a sad story, the likes of which we hear from time to time. We are all familiar
with a couple of large towers that fell not too many years ago in New York City. Jesus cautioned His
hearers not to misinterpret these events by concluding that these must have been great sinners. He asks
them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they
suffered this way?” And, to the incident with the tower He asked, “Do you think that they were more guilty
than all the others living in Jerusalem?” He answered the questions Himself with an emphatic, “NO!”
Then He declared, “But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” By this, Jesus declares that we cannot
judge people as great sinners because of their sufferings or because disaster befalls them. Job’s friends
were guilty of the same error of judgment as they concluded that he must have done something very
sinful to deserve such suffering.
The words of Christ remind us that we are ALL equally guilty and that we shall ALL certainly perish apart
from repentance! Unless we repent, we shall perish eternally, just as these people perished out of this
life! The same Jesus that calls people to repent because the kingdom of heaven is at hand, tells them to
repent or perish. So, He sets before all of us life and death, good and evil, and He puts the choice in our
hands! If you happen to find yourself sitting in judgment of others who are suffering or have been the
victim of some disaster, give heed to Christ’s words, “Unless you repent, you too will perish.” We face
two dangers: One is that we will sit in self-righteous judgment of others when they are no worse sinners
than we are; the second is that we will patronize sin and not repent! Do you think others are worse
sinners? Have you repented of YOUR sin and unbelief? Perhaps you’ll begin to see things in a different
perspective when you do!






Pray for those who are dealing with disaster or crisis in their lives.
Worship God and allow His kindness to lead you to repentance – NOW!
Settle your account with God right now, before it’s too late!
Don’t jump to conclusions when those you may not agree with are suffering!
Don’t ruin the day of your opportunity to repent!

Prayer Challenge – Therefore, O house of Israel, I will judge you, each one according to his ways,
declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be your
downfall. Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit.
Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the
Sovereign LORD. Repent and live! – Ezekiel 18:30-32

#122 – Why Should a Fruitless Tree Use Up the Soil?
Luke 13:6-9 - Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to
look for fruit on it, but did not find any. So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, `For three
years now I've been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why
should it use up the soil?' "`Sir,' the man replied, `leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it
and fertilize it. If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.' "
This parable seems intended to reinforce the call to repent in the previous verses. We may assume that
the fig tree represents the nation of Israel, but we may also rightly apply it personally. God had chosen
the Jews as His own people, to be direct recipients of His blessings, to be guided and protected by His
laws and precepts, to serve Him and to make known His glory and salvation to the rest of the nations.
They were a people of God’s own planting. He had set them in a choice land, a fertile vineyard with
prophets, priests and kings to be caretakers. Among all the nations, they alone had the benefit of a rule
of law and a moral code that was transcendent, not man-made but was from above! With such privileges
and advantages, God rightly expected that the nation would produce the fruit of His kingdom and His
righteousness. But, this fig tree did not yield such fruit. They were a sad disappointment. Instead of
producing fruit worthy of God’s investment, they were a reproach to His name. For this reason, He justly
determined to abandon them and cut them off. However, Christ the caretaker, interceded and God
graciously gave them further time and mercy. He gave them another season by sending His apostles
among them to call them to repentance and bring forth the fruit God had been looking for.
A fig tree that is planted in a vineyard is expected to produce fruit. If it does not produce, the space it
takes up would be better served by another tree. John the Baptist warned the people of his day that
THEY were this tree! The axe was already laid at the base of the tree since it was not producing fruit. He
called them to repent and begin to produce the fruit that God had planted them for. They had ample time
for fruit bearing and now were using up good soil that could be used by another tree that WOULD
produce fruit! Christ Jesus followed John with the same message of repentance and the same call to
produce fruit that demonstrated a changed life. Several times in the Gospels we hear Him declaring,
“Unto him that hath it shall be given! To him that hath not it shall be taken away and given to him that
hath.” The message was clear - USE IT OR LOSE IT! Produce fruit or be replaced by someone who will!
The message is a strong one, and yet, we still hear a hint of God’s tender mercy as the caretaker pleads
to give the tree one more chance. With a little more loving care and fertilizing perhaps it will yet produce
the fruit God is looking for! “If not, then cut it down.” How long has God been patiently waiting for you to
produce the fruit of His righteousness on the tree of your life? Are you beginning to feel the blade of the
axe? Will you spurn His kindness and grace one more season, or will you take full advantage of the call
to repentance? Will you continue to be a disappointment to the Savior, or are you ready to start
producing? Are you going to make good use of the ground that you’ve been planted in or will you be
taking up space that someone else would gladly take advantage of? Why should you abuse God’s tender
mercies any longer? Now is the time to demonstrate His goodness at work in your life!






Take a good look at the tree of your life to see if you are producing fruit that pleases God.
Worship God and allow His kindness to lead you to repentance – NOW!
Produce fruit that demonstrates you have repented of your sin and are leading a new life.
Pray for those who have not yet repented and are not producing fruit of God’s righteousness!
Don’t ruin the day of your opportunity to repent!

Prayer Challenge – "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me
that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.
You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, and I will remain in you.
No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain
in me. "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit;
apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown
away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and
my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my Father's glory, that
you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. – John 15:30-32

#123 – The Right Time and Place to Be Set Free
Luke 13:10-17 - On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and a woman was there
who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all.
When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, "Woman, you are set free from your infirmity."
Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God. Indignant because
Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, "There are six days for work.
So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath." The Lord answered him, "You hypocrites!
Doesn't each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water?
Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long
years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?" When he said this, all his opponents were
humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing.
The first thing we should notice in this account is that Jesus was spending His Sabbath in the synagogue.
We should all make it our priority to attend the Lord’s House on the Lord’s Day! If we are able, we should
not forsake the assembly (Hebrews 10:25), this is God’s Word to us. The second thing worthy of note is
that, while He was in the synagogue, He was teaching! On this occasion, we will note that He taught with
both words and deed. This should be the norm at the Lord’s House – teaching eternal truths and putting
them into practice by doing good – especially within the household of faith (Galatians 6:10). The third
thing we can notice is that “a woman was there who had been crippled… for eighteen years.” She
probably had a legitimate excuse to stay home, but did not allow her infirmity to keep her from worship
and instruction at the House of the Lord. “She was bent over and could not straighten up at all.” One can
only imagine the painful condition that she had endured these many years and the effort it must have
taken her to get to the synagogue each Sabbath. She stands as an inspiration to all of us!
The fourth thing we see is that “Jesus saw her.” He takes notice of all souls, but especially of those who
love God so supremely that not even a crippling spirit can keep them away from His House! I would say
here that the Church is the right place for those who cannot “straighten up” on their own! Wouldn’t that be
all of us? The Lord knows the crippling conditions we bring with us when we come to the house of
worship. Fifthly, Jesus singled her out, called her forward and spoke to her need, “Woman, you are set
free from your infirmity.” This is one of those rare occasions in the Gospels when Jesus initiates a
ministry of compassionate healing. More often, people are coming to Him requesting to be healed. This
woman was not looking for Jesus to provide any service to her. It seems obvious that she was there to
honor God, no matter what her physical condition. Sixthly, the Gospel says that Jesus put His hands on
her and, “immediately she straightened up and praised God.” Eighteen years she had endured a painful
crooked back, and now, all of a sudden, she is set free from her infirmity and her back is straightened.
Her immediate response is to praise God, which, I suspect that she would have been doing anyway!
The seventh thing that stands out is that the Synagogue Ruler was indignant because Jesus had healed
on the Sabbath. He represents those religious leaders that are so caught up with rules and traditions that
the Word of God is of no practical value. Jesus calls them “hypocrites” and points out that they would
think nothing of untying their donkey or ox to lead it to water on the Sabbath. Yet, they are distressed
because, on the Sabbath, Jesus released a woman from an infirmity that had bound her for eighteen long
years! They had more regard for animals than they did for needy souls. I pray that each one may find
the House of the Lord to be a place where they can come just as they are, and discover the healing grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ to make straight that which sin and evil has made crooked!






Pray for those who will be teaching and preaching in churches this Lord’s Day.
Attend the House of Worship, ready to receive God’s Word and put it into practice.
Give thanks that God knows all the things that need straightening out in your life.
Ask God to give you a passion for souls that need God’s healing grace!
Don’t be guilty of caring more about animals than you do about people!

Prayer Challenge – Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of
praise. Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him
with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will
raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for
each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. – James
5:13-16

#124 – What is the Kingdom of God like?
Luke 13:18-21 - Then Jesus asked, "What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it to? It is like
a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his garden. It grew and became a tree, and the birds of
the air perched in its branches." Again he asked, "What shall I compare the kingdom of God to? It is like
yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough."
The kingdom of God is quite different from what most might expect. It functions and grows differently
than any other government or rule of law. So, what might we liken it to? Now, you might expect that
God’s kingdom would make a dramatic appearance and very quickly attain perfection, but that would be a
mistake! Jesus says that the kingdom of God may be compared to a mustard seed. A mustard seed is
such a little thing, takes up very little space, is not a very imposing presence, and is quite unassuming,
yet when planted in the right soil, it grows to become a very significant tree!
Many people start out prejudiced against the gospel and absolutely loathe the idea of submission and
obedience to it. It’s easy for them to say of Jesus, “Can this man, said to have been born in a stable to
poor parents 2,000 years ago, save us?” “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” And about His
gospel and the Scriptures they question, “How can an outdated script like the Bible provide anything
worthy or needful for me in this modern era?” The mustard seed illustration has potential to remove this
prejudice. It assures us that, though its beginning is humble and small, it is destined to become
something very substantial and beneficial. Many will find security and dwelling in the safety of its
branches! They will find that the kingdom of God and of His Christ, provides everything we need for life
and godliness! They will find truth and grace, peace with their Creator, salvation and purpose for life! We
ALL may find security and sustenance for life, both for in THIS WORLD and the ONE TO COME!
Some have thought that God’s kingdom would appear by subduing nations and defeating armies. But our
Lord gives a second illustration that likens it to YEAST that works silently, without force or violence. It
doesn’t advance externally, but advances INTERNALLY! The truth claims of Christ will mysteriously seep
into and saturate our world, the hearts and minds of people and ultimately – entirely transform those who
receive it. The message of the kingdom and the preaching of the Gospel must be presented and given
time to do its wonders WITHIN the souls of men and women, boys and girls. You see, faith comes from
hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ! When the Word gets INSIDE
of you, it will begin to work like yeast! It will eventually saturate and transform your entire being with the
truth of God’s kingdom! You will recognize that no other truth claims measure up! No other answers may
satisfy our hearts and minds as completely as the ones found in the kingdom of God! When this
happens, you will experience the freedom to do the right thing, in the right way, at the right time, for the
right reason – without anyone telling you or forcing to do it!






Pray for those who will be teaching and preaching in churches this Lord’s Day.
Attend the House of Worship, ready to HEAR God’s Word and put it into practice.
Give thanks that God’s kingdom is like a mustard seed and like yeast.
Allow God’s Word to saturate your entire person as you meditate on it!
Share the Good News of God’s kingdom with others – give them a chance for transformation and
eternal life!

Prayer Challenge – But what does it say? "The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,"
that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that
you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture
says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame." For there is no difference between Jew and
Gentile--the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for, "Everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord will be saved." How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And
how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone
preaching to them? And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the
feet of those who bring good news!" – Romans 10:8-15

#125 – Are Only A Few Going to Be Saved?
Luke 13:22-25 - Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to
Jerusalem. Someone asked him, "Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?" He said to them,
"Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not
be able to. Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and
pleading, `Sir, open the door for us.' "But he will answer, `I don't know you or where you come from.'
Jesus went “teaching” and apparently His subject matter had a lot to do with SALVATION, because
SOMEONE asked, “Are only a few people going to be saved?” We don’t know if this SOMEONE was a
disciple or a fellow putting Him to the test. If Jesus should answer that MANY would be saved,
SOMEONE would accuse Him of making salvation cheap. If He should say FEW, SOMEONE would
likely criticize Him for being too rigid. After all, the Jewish theologians said that ALL ISRAEL would have
a place in the world to come – would Jesus dare to contradict that? Perhaps here we should raise the
question, do the leaders and judges of a corrupt nation get to establish the standard by which people will
be accepted of GOD and be saved? Do we not have something similar going on in our own culture?
Perhaps this SOMEONE asking Jesus the question had noticed how bad the world was and that Christ’s
message was NOT ALL-INCLUSIVE! Perhaps he had noticed a lot about the necessity for
REPENTANCE in Jesus’s teaching! Perhaps he wondered that when so MANY were HEARING the
Word of salvation that so FEW were finding it to be a SAVING WORD! Perhaps he was recognizing that
the world around him held a very different perspective on salvation than Jesus taught.
Or, maybe the person asking was trying to personalize it in a way that was inquiring, “If there are just a
few that are saved, what does that mean for ME?” This is a most serious question for each of us! Christ
Jesus does not give a direct answer to the question as it is phrased, and that leads us to recognize that
His purpose isn’t to just satisfy our curiosity and answer OUR questions. He came to guide us into
TRUTH that will SAVE us! He would TEACH us how to ask the RIGHT questions. Don’t ask about HOW
MANY will be saved, if there will be many or few, or if you will be one of them, rather, “What must I do?”
We ought to notice that Christ’s answer is directed to all of us! SOMEONE (singular) asked the question,
and He said to THEM (plural), “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door…” His answer reveals
that the way to salvation is NARROW and that it requires intentional and whole-hearted EFFORT by any
who would enter in. His answer clearly reveals that NOT EVERYONE is going to be saved! Many will
knock on the door and plead for it to be opened without making EVERY EFFORT to enter. To these the
Lord will answer, “I don’t know you or where you come from.”
Acts 4:11,12 declares, Jesus is " `the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone.'
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we
must be saved." This is indeed a NARROW DOOR when the world and its religions and philosophies
offer so MANY ways! Jeremiah 29:13 declares God’s promise that He will be found when we search for
Him with ALL OF OUR HEART! It’s a passage that describes what it means to “strive” or to “make every
effort.” Salvation is found in this NARROW way – whole-hearted seeking of God through repentance and
faith in His only begotten Son! Half-hearted efforts will never obtain salvation! Wanting to be saved
without repentance and faith won’t cut it! Salvation will not just be handed out to those who go on the
internet and ask for it to be sent to them. It must become the most earnest and important thing on your
heart and mind. It must become the single most important priority in your life. It must become more
important than your sin! When that happens, God promises to be found! (More to come on this).






Seek God with all of your heart.
Attend the House of Worship, ready to HEAR God’s Word and put it into practice.
Give thanks for God’s promise of salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
Allow God’s Word to bring you to faith and repentance!
Make salvation the most important thing – for you and others!

Prayer Challenge – Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of
refreshing may come from the Lord, and that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you-even Jesus. – Acts 3:19, 20

#126 – The Last will be First, the First will be Last!
Luke 13:26-30 - "Then you will say, `We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.' "But he will reply, `I
don't know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!' "There will be weeping there, and
gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you
yourselves thrown out. People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the
feast in the kingdom of God. Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last."

Our Lord has just declared to those who were pleading for the door to be opened to them, “I don’t know
you or where you come from.” Jesus then personalized it even more with these words, “Then YOU will
say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’” The implication is that, surely you MUST
know us and where we come from! We sat at the same table and went to the same church! I was right
there when you were teaching! You HAVE to know ME! These are desperate thoughts and words that
are earnest for acceptance and recognition. BUT! There is a BIG PROBLEM! He will reply, “I don’t know
you or where you come from.” Apparently the One who makes the decision on opening and closing the
door has a different opinion or definition of “knowing” than these people have. It must mean something
more than just eating together, or sitting under His teaching. 2 Timothy 2:19 says, “The Lord knows those
that are His,” and “Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness.” If
we are really the Lord’s, it will be evident in our actions! Our hearts will DESIRE to APPLY HIS
INSTRUCTION and turn from wickedness. Jesus knows those who come from this motive. We could
even say that, those who come from this motive are KNOWN BY HIM!
“Away from me, all you evildoers!” Wow! He really DOES KNOW them, but the way in which He knows
them IS NOT ACCEPTING! You may have sat at table with Him, and you may have heard His teaching,
but you never embraced HIM OR HIS TEACHING! Your heart was far from Him! You were bent on your
own thing, and, if your own thing isn’t HIS THING then it is EVIL! You might say, “I thought Christ loves
us all unconditionally. How does this fit with that understanding?” IT DOESN’T! It’s true that God loves
us and receives us just the way we are, but He loves us too much to leave us that way! His love for us
ought to motivate us to love Him! OUR love for HIM and for HIS righteousness is transformational. It
moves us from wickedness (self-serving) to righteousness (God-honoring). It moves us from
disobedience to God’s laws and precepts, to obedience and reverence for His commands and statutes.
The Lord KNOWS these hearts! All others are evildoers that must be sent packing when the door has
been shut! No sin and wickedness can enter there!
“There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Remorse will come too late for such as these! The
opportunity for repentance and truly getting to know and love the Lord will be past! To have ruined this
day of opportunity will result in weeping tears of regret and sorrow! Now the lights are on bright! In the
Day of Judgment people will plainly face what they ought to have faced when they had the opportunity!
Not only will there be weeping and remorse, there will be gnashing of teeth! Why? “When you see…”
others in the kingdom but you are thrown out! Others were given entrance but you weren’t! People who
believed like Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the prophets came through the door when the opportunity was
given, but you didn’t! And, there will be others that you felt superior to whom you will see feasting in the
kingdom, but you will not be there! There will be gnashing of teeth! There will be weeping and regret!
“Indeed, there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last.”






Seek God with all of your heart while you may.
Attend the House of Worship, ready to HEAR God’s Word and put it into practice.
Give thanks for God’s promise of salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
Allow God’s Word to bring you to faith and repentance!
Make salvation the most important thing – for you and others!

Prayer Challenge – Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved
us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. But among you there must not be even a
hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people.
Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. For of this
you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person--such a man is an idolater--has any inheritance in the
kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath
comes on those who are disobedient. Therefore do not be partners with them. For you were once darkness, but now
you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and
truth) and find out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose
them. For it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. But everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, for it is light that makes everything visible. This is why it is said: "Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the
dead, and Christ will shine on you." Be very careful, then, how you live--not as unwise but as wise, making the most
of every opportunity, because the days are evil. – Ephesians 5:1-16

#127 – You Were Not Willing!
Luke 13:31-35 - At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, "Leave this place and go somewhere
else. Herod wants to kill you." He replied, "Go tell that fox, `I will drive out demons and heal people today and
tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.' In any case, I must keep going today and tomorrow and the next
day--for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem! "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone
those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her
wings, but you were not willing! Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you
say, `Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.'"

By this time in His ministry the Pharisees were growing more oppositional toward Jesus. It is obvious
they really did not want Him in their territory. (If you don’t receive Christ, it’s quite likely you don’t want
Him around and will try to get rid of His influence). Their scheme to drive Him out was to scare Him with a
threat that HEROD wanted to kill Him. Truth be told, Herod may well have wanted to kill Him, but these
Pharisees detested His presence and His influence as well. A leader in their party may have dreamed up
this tactic that they thought might get rid of Him. “Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod wants
to kill you.” How does Jesus deal with this threat? He replies, “Go tell our glorious king that I apologize if
I’ve offended him and I will do my best to please him from now on.” NOT! On the contrary, He says, “Go
tell that fox… (and whoever put you up to this).” A fox is known for his craftiness, treachery and preying
(not praying), and this is how Jesus rightly identifies the man that took the life of John the Baptist! Tell
that FOX, “I will drive out demons, heal people… and I will reach my goal.” The King of kings is not
threatened or hindered in fulfilling His mission, the will of the Father. Nor should WE!
In these few brief words Jesus communicates that nothing can hinder His mission and that it will not be a
lengthy time until it is complete. He knew that He must die and that it was soon at hand, but any threat of
death would not influence His decisions. Nothing will override God’s providential plan and purpose for
His Son! He will keep on going until He reaches Jerusalem – “for surely no prophet can die outside
Jerusalem!” He may well have said, “Herod can do me no harm because my time has not yet come, and
Jerusalem is to be the place of my death!” Jerusalem – the city of peace, the people of Christ’s longing!
He says, “How often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen who gathers her chicks
under her wings…” We cannot help but picture a mother hen, knowing that her young ones are in
danger, clucking to her chicks, calling them to the safety and protection of her wings! “But you were not
willing!” Independent, rebellious and ignorant of their plight, the chicks refuse to heed the call and take
advantage of the salvation that is so passionately offered.
The result of this rejection of Christ will mean desolation. Jerusalem will be forsaken, abandoned and laid
waste. “Oh, Jerusalem, Jerusalem,” this people has gained the reputation of killing God’s prophets and
stoning those He sends to rescue her. Their wicked behavior will soon experience the inevitable
consequences and will leave her DESOLATE! The Temple, in spite of it being richly adorned and
frequently attended will soon lose both of these attractions in its destruction. Jerusalem has ruined its
day of opportunity for salvation and will not recognize it until it is too late! Let us not take the same
rebellious and ignorant attitude toward our merciful Savior and suffer the same dire consequences!






Listen! Can you hear the tender, passionate voice of the Savior calling you to the shelter of His
wings?
Attend the House of Worship, ready to HEAR God’s Word and put it into practice.
Give thanks for God’s promise of salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
Allow God’s Word to bring you to faith and repentance!
Make salvation the most important thing – for you and others!

Prayer Challenge – He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I
will say of the LORD, "He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust." Surely he will save you
from the fowler's snare and from the deadly pestilence. He will cover you with his feathers, and under his
wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. You will not fear the terror of
night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that
destroys at midday. A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come
near you. You will only observe with your eyes and see the punishment of the wicked. If you make the
Most High your dwelling-- even the LORD, who is my refuge-- then no harm will befall you, no disaster will
come near your tent. For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways; –
Psalm 91:1-11

#128 – Is It Lawful to Heal on the Sabbath?
Luke 14:1-6 - One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being
carefully watched. There in front of him was a man suffering from dropsy. Jesus asked the Pharisees and
experts in the law, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?" But they remained silent. So taking hold of
the man, he healed him and sent him away. Then he asked them, "If one of you has a son or an ox that
falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull him out?" And they had nothing to say.
Jesus was invited to a PROMINENT Pharisee’s house to eat on the Sabbath. Our Lord freely ate with
anyone who would invite Him, even the notable party leaders of those who opposed Him! Not many of us
would be eager or free to intentionally put ourselves in an environment where our every word and action
was going to be carefully scrutinized in the hopes of finding a fault, but Jesus did just that. He did not fear
the critical spirits of those who watched Him like a hawk. The hen walked freely and knowingly into the
fox’s den. While they are looking to FIND FAULT, Jesus was looking for an opportunity to DO GOOD! It
just so happened that there was a man present in the house who was suffering from dropsy. We’re not
sure why he was there, if this was part of the setup or perhaps he was just a relative of the host Pharisee.
At any rate, this sick man provided Jesus with a perfect opportunity to address two needs present in this
house: 1) There was a need for physical healing and compassion. 2) The need for deliverance from
legalism and a critical spirit that hindered believing in Jesus. So, Jesus begins to address both of these
needs by asking the Pharisees and experts in the law a question, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or
not?” There are many questions some people are just not willing to answer. They weren’t there to
INFORM Christ, they were there to inform AGAINST Him! The answer to this question is so simple and
self-evident, but they could not bring themselves to answer it. They remained silent!
The Pharisees had not brought this man to be Jesus’s patient, nor did he come by himself seeking the
touch of Christ. Rather, Jesus took hold of him! Perhaps you too can testify of a day when you were
seized by a great and holy affection that loved you in the ugly condition you found yourself! We should
notice that the compassion of Christ partnered with His power! He healed the man! He didn’t just
embrace him and feel badly for him, He provided transformational power that healed him of his disease!
Other people and other solutions to our sinful diseases may just offer compassion that feels sorry for us,
judges us for our condition, provide some comfort that enables us to cope, or just accepts that we will
always be this way. Christ Jesus loves us and has the power to make us what we ought to be! This is
the Gospel! Do you believe it? Jesus made this man whole and sent him on his way! He did so right in
front of those who were watching for a reason to condemn Him. In the face of evil motives and poor
hospitality, Jesus did what was good ANYWAY! Then He asked one more question, “If one of you has a
son (or an ox) that falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull him out?”
Once again His question is met with silence! Why? How do you deal with a person that you want to hate
and condemn, but He only does what is good and right? How do you deal with a person you want to get
rid of but He asks you questions you don’t want to answer because, if you answer honestly, you will end
up convicting yourself? These Pharisees had been persuaded that Jesus was not a good thing for their
culture. They were right about that in one sense. To believe Jesus would mean to view life and religion
in an entirely different light than they had practiced. That would change their culture. But they were also
wrong in another sense, because that change in culture would be a GOOD THING! Tell me, is it lawful to
heal on the Sabbath? If your son falls into the well on the Sabbath, will you pull him out or wait until your
world view and belief system allows you to do it?






Can you answer Christ’s questions? Will you believe in Him and welcome the healing that He brings?
Attend the House of Worship, ready to HEAR God’s Word and put it into practice.
Invite Christ to your house, not to watch Him like a hawk, but to have true and intimate fellowship with Him!
When you are faced with those who oppose you and your faith in Christ, do good anyway!
Don’t let religion get in the way of doing the right thing, in the right way, at the right time, for the right reason!

Prayer Challenge –His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of
him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious
promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world
caused by evil desires. For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness,
knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to
godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing
measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. – 2
Peter 1:1-8

#129 – “Friend, Move Up To A Better Place”
Luke 14:7-11 - When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told them this
parable: "When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person
more distinguished than you may have been invited. If so, the host who invited both of you will come and
say to you, `Give this man your seat.' Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place.
But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you,
`Friend, move up to a better place.' Then you will be honored in the presence of all your fellow guests. For
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."
We humans have a propensity for placing value and importance in people, places and things in a much
different perspective than God does. His ways and thoughts are not ours! We already stated previously
that the Pharisees had unholy motives for inviting Jesus to this dinner. Although He knew their wicked
hearts, He did good anyway and healed the man with dropsy. They didn’t ask Him to do it. He just did it –
because that’s His nature! Now, He continues doing good by POINTING OUT THE ERROR OF THEIR
WAYS. They didn’t ask Him to do it. He just did it – because that’s His nature! From the time He had
arrived at this Sabbath dinner feast Jesus had taken notice of how each of them, when they came in,
sought to gain a seat of greater importance as close to the head of the table as they could find. What is it
within a man that inspires this kind of action? Jesus identified it as PRIDE and SELF-EXALTATION! The
ego of a man is a hard thing to keep from getting puffed up with self-importance and arrogance. Jesus
seized the moment to address this sinful folly and to demonstrate the error in behaving this way.
“When someone invites you… do not take the place of honor…” Christ teaches us to take a humble
approach to these things. In the scramble of trying to get as high up the ladder as you can, you may find
yourself comfortably seated in a place of high esteem, but if you were not appointed to it by the one in
authority it could prove to be embarrassing. A person more distinguished and more qualified than you
may show up, and the host will come and say to you, “Give this man your seat.” Then you will be
humiliated because all of the other next more important seats have been taken already and you’ll have to
find a place in the back of the balcony. You may esteem yourself more highly or equal to the one who
replaces you, but your opinion no longer matters! Don’t take the place of honor into your own hands!
“But when you are invited, take the lowest place…” In this way you will not ever be demoted, but you
may experience the honor of having the host come to you and say, “Friend, move up to a better place.”
Christ declares that EVERYONE WHO EXALTS HIMSELF WILL BE HUMBLED, and he who HUMBLES
HIMSELF WILL BE EXALTED.” Does anyone hear our Lord correcting the error of your mode of
operation in this word? Take heed and pay attention. It is for your good to put it into practice! It’s far
better to have a humble opinion of ourselves and let God bring whatever honor He wishes to bestow, than
to be puffed up, arrogant and proud, and be humiliated when God replaces us with someone else! It’s
our sinful nature to exalt and promote ourselves. How much better to have the Lord of hosts say to us,
“Friend, move up to a better place.” May these be the words you hear from Him when you depart this life!






When you are around those who oppose you and your faith in Christ, do good anyway!
Listen to our Lord’s counsel on self-exaltation and humility, and put it into practice.
Don’t force your way up the ladder of public importance. Stay humble and let God appoint you!
Don’t be too proud to take a low position. In due time, God will call, “Friend, move up higher!”
Don’t let ego keep you from doing the right thing, the right way, at the right time, for right reasons!

Prayer Challenge – "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. "Therefore I tell you, do not worry
about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food,
and the body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying
can add a single hour to his life? "And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do
not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how
God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more
clothe you, O you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, `What shall we eat?' or `What shall we drink?' or `What shall
we wear?' For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. – Matthew 6:24-34

#130 – Invite the poor, crippled, lame and the blind”
Luke 14:12-14 - Then Jesus said to his host, "When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your
friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you
will be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will
be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous."
Previously, Jesus had spoken to the guests about their prideful and erroneous behaviors. Now He turns
His attention to the host and provides him a lesson on whom he should be inviting to his luncheons and
dinners, and whom he should NOT! Our Lord deals with motives and issues of the heart. He gets down
to addressing WHY we do what we do and the righteousness of those behaviors. In this instance, Jesus
speaks to his host (and all others who are similar minded) about favoring those who can repay your
invitation in kind. His declaration begs the question, “Do you invite to impress those who may elevate
your status with the expectation that they will repay your generosity?” Is your attitude one that says, “If I
invite YOU, I expect YOU to invite ME!”? Do you have the expectation that if you scratch someone’s
back then they had better scratch yours?
Jesus instructed his host NOT to invite his friends, relatives, or rich neighbors. Friends usually try hard to
reciprocate and return favor with favor. Relatives often expect to be treated and included in special
celebrations. Why do most people invite rich people who have considerable financial means?
Hobnobbing, soliciting, wanting to impress, and status seeking are among the motives that may be
observed. Our Lord would move us out of this kind of thinking and behavior. If our motives are truly
intended to be generous and kind and they are always repaid by the persons we invest in, do they really
result in benevolence? If we are always investing in people that can and do pay us back, where is the
benevolence factor?
“When you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind…” When you make a feast,
instead of providing extravagant furnishings and niceties that seek to impress, spread your table with
wholesome food and meat that are not so costly and invite those who cannot provide such for themselves
and will truly appreciate it. The poor are those who have little or no means to support themselves. The
crippled are those who are lame or otherwise disabled who have great challenges in supporting
themselves because of their disabilities. The blind lack the power of sight or may be those who simply do
not have the ability to understand. They may be those lacking good counsel or guidance to give them
adequate direction. How often have you thought of including such as these in your dinner invitations? Do
you reserve some of your giving and investing for the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind? When
you do, you let them know how very valuable they are, and they will leave thanking God for you, whereas
the rich may go away critical of what you were lacking. Although the poor and the maimed cannot repay
you, Jesus promises that you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous. In saying this, He
assures us that there is a resurrection and that true works of charity will be rewarded. Don’t worry that
you may not be repaid in this life. God takes notes and remembers!






Pray about who you may show hospitality to or invest in charitably.
Invite someone to dinner today without any expectation of repayment or reciprocation. Love them
in Jesus’ name.
Don’t spend your energies or resources trying to impress those who are rich in this world’s
standards.
Invest in someone who will really benefit from it.
Don’t let ego keep you from doing the right thing, the right way, at the right time, for right reasons!

Prayer Challenge – Do to others as you would have them do to you. "If you love those who love you, what
credit is that to you? Even `sinners' love those who love them. And if you do good to those who are good
to you, what credit is that to you? Even `sinners' do that. And if you lend to those from whom you expect
repayment, what credit is that to you? Even `sinners' lend to `sinners,' expecting to be repaid in full. But
love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your
reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and
wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. "Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not
condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to
you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For
with the measure you use, it will be measured to you." – Luke 6:31-38

#131 – What’s Your Excuse?
Luke 14:15-24 - When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, "Blessed is the man who will
eat at the feast in the kingdom of God." Jesus replied: "A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited
many guests. At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, `Come, for everything
is now ready.' "But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, `I have just bought a field, and I must go and
see it. Please excuse me.' "Another said, `I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my way to try them out.
Please excuse me.' "Still another said, `I just got married, so I can't come.' "The servant came back and reported this
to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, `Go out quickly into the streets
and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.' " `Sir,' the servant said, `what you
ordered has been done, but there is still room.' "Then the master told his servant, `Go out to the roads and country
lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full. I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get
a taste of my banquet.' "

One of the guests at the table referenced the great feast to be given in God’s kingdom. This set the stage
for Jesus to deliver another important message. In response to his declaration, Jesus tells another
parable. In it, He describes the feast that is being prepared in God’s kingdom. He tells us of the Master’s
desire, whom He invites, how they respond and the outcome of all this. First, we learn that He invited
“many guests.” This lets us know that there is a great deal of room at God’s banquet table. In fact, the
scriptures make it pretty plain that God invites the whole world! He so loved THE WORLD, that He gave
His one and only Son…” Secondly, we learn that EVERYTHING IS NOW READY!” NOW is the time to
attend the banquet! TODAY is the day of salvation! There are no other preparations needed! He has
done EVERYTHING to provide forgiveness and redemption to fallen man. Come! Now! Thirdly, Christ
points out that EVERYONE MAKES EXCUSES to avoid attending this great feast! We ALL have them,
don’t we? Houses and lands, new things to try out for work and recreation, new spouse and relationships
to attend to – things that are given greater importance than the Great Banquet Feast that God has
prepared for those who will attend!
We all can look around at our world, and perhaps more importantly look into our own lives and identify the
reasoning that we use to avoid making God’s Kingdom our highest priority. WHAT’S YOUR EXCUSE?
What does GOD think of our excuses? Jesus said, “The owner of the house became angry.” By this we
may take note that God does not smile at our excuses and avoidances! He has done everything to make
ready a great feast for us and we work hard to find some reason to keep from going! God is ANGERED
by such insolence and excuse-making. He will not waste His invitation. Remember the poor, crippled,
blind and lame from the previous section? The Master’s servant is instructed to go out QUICKLY to the
streets and alleys, inviting all these to the banquet. God is earnest to fill His banquet table with those who
will appreciate it and benefit from it. The servant reported that this indeed was done but there was still
room at the table. Though millions have come, there’s still room for more! There’s room at the cross for
you! WHAT’S YOUR EXCUSE?
Then the Master told His servant, “Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in.” The
Gospel always begins with GO! Get out of the neighborhood, get out of the city and town and get into the
country. GO! Just as far as your influence and ability can take you and, MAKE THEM, compel them to
come in to the banquet! Don’t take “NO” for an answer! Don’t accept excuses! There is no excuse
worthy of missing this banquet! God’s house must be full! Then Jesus warns that, none of those who
were originally invited and made excuses, none of them will get even a TASTE of His banquet! Have you
received your invitation to God’s kingdom feast? If not, then consider this word to be your invitation!
Come and join the party! WHAT’S YOUR EXCUSE?






Ask God to reveal any excuses that have kept you from His kingdom and feast.
Don’t make excuses about getting to worship and prayer, on time and with a glad heart.
Invite others in your sphere of influence to share in the feast of God’s kingdom.
Point out the seriousness of making excuses and don’t take “no” for an answer.
Get out to the highways and byways and compel others to God’s Kingdom Banquet!

Prayer Challenge – The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was
seated on the throne. And they cried: "Amen, Hallelujah!" Then a voice came from the throne, saying: "Praise our
God, all you his servants, you who fear him, both small and great!" Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude,
like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: "Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns.
Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself
ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)
Then the angel said to me, "Write: `Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!' " And he
added, "These are the true words of God." - Revelation 19:4-9

#132 – Counting the Cost of Becoming a Christian
Luke 14:25-35 - Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: "If anyone comes to me and
does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life--he cannot
be my disciple. And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. "Suppose one of you
wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it?
For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, saying, `This fellow
began to build and was not able to finish.' "Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not
first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with
twenty thousand? If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for
terms of peace. In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. "Salt is
good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it
is thrown out. "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."

Many people who claim to be Christians associate their faith in Christ Jesus with His KIND and LOVING
words and His benevolent nature. Many others reject Christian faith because of Scriptures like the HARD
words we find in our text. “If ANYONE comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife
and children, his brothers and sisters – yes, even his own life – he CANNOT be MY disciple.” What kind
of religion is this anyway, where we must HATE our family members? Let me ask you, who are the most
influential people in your life? Have these people ever wanted you to make THEIR agenda, plans and
priorities YOURS? If so, they are asking you to HATE your own and make theirs greater than all others
you might choose. They are asking (perhaps even DEMANDING) that you become THEIR DISCIPLE! If
ANYONE is going to be a disciple of Christ Jesus, he must adopt Christ’s agenda, plans and priorities as
his own! That’s what a Christian is, one who follows Christ, claiming His will as our own.
Jesus stressed that people need to make sure they understand what they’re getting into before they sign
on to become a Christian and follow Him. They need to first sit down and count the cost of what that
means. One cannot follow Christ without rejecting his own will and the will of all others who conflict with
the will of Christ. So, if you intend to follow Jesus in discipleship, make sure you understand this principle
from the beginning! Are you ready to pay this price for following Christ – even when what you want is in
opposition to what He wants? Will you deny yourself and take up your cross? Or, will you be like the
tower builder who didn’t plan on or prepare enough funds to finish what he started? Most people aren’t
very impressed with those who cannot finish what they start – neither is Christ!
“Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king…” You are presently the king of your own
domain. Others who would rule over you demand that you take a good account of all your resources to
see if you have what it takes to resist their rule in your life! They claim to be more worthy to rule than you
are and that you ought to submit to their authority. If you cannot refute them and defeat them with your
own powers, then you need to find some way of making peace with them! Do you have what it takes to
resist the truth claims of Jesus? Do you have better reasons for living, better principles, priorities, values
and attitudes than those He promotes? Do you have greater truth? Can you stand against Him in the
Day of Judgment and prevail? If you know that you can’t, then you must understand the importance of
giving up on trusting your own understanding and relying on your own will, in preference to His if you
would be His disciple! This yielding of your will to His will must be the result of concluding that His will is
superior to your own, and therefore you gladly trade yours for His! If you lose this perspective, you are no
longer salty, and well..., you know the rest! Jesus said, "Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can
it be made salty again? It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile.”






Ask yourself, “Do I really understand what it costs to be a Christian and to follow Christ?”
Do you really believe the truth claims of Christ? Worship Him!
Follow the One in discipleship who made you, died for you, and lives for you!
Yield your will to the One whose will and ways are superior to all others.
Take up your cross and gladly follow Jesus as a Christian. You won't regret it!

Prayer Challenge – Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear
the LORD and shun evil. This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones. Honor the
LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing,
and your vats will brim over with new wine. – Proverbs 35-10

#133 – What Causes Heaven to Rejoice?
Luke 15:1-7 - Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering around to hear him. But the
Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners and eats with them." Then
Jesus told them this parable: "Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he
not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he
finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors
together and says, `Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.' I tell you that in the same way there will
be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do
not need to repent.
Have you ever attended church for the wrong reason? If you didn’t gather around to hear from Jesus,
you probably came for the wrong reason and may find yourself muttering about others who may well have
come for the right reason. The Pharisees were right when they said that Jesus welcomes SINNERS and
eats with them. They were muttering about ME! Jesus speaks right to the sinner’s heart, with a kindness
that leads us to repentance. That has always captured my attention. He always speaks the truth – in
love, to those who gather to hear from Him. He doesn’t always tell us what we want to hear, but He
always reveals the heart and will of God. His words bring conviction and a call to change our hearts,
minds and behaviors – but never has He spoken condemnation to those of us who sincerely came to hear
Him! Yes, Jesus welcomes SINNERS – and He feasts with them! I have sometimes felt the
condemnation and put-down of religious Pharisee types of church goers, but never from Jesus!
To bring some enlightenment to those who came to church for the wrong reasons, Jesus told an earthly
story with a heavenly meaning. It was a story about 100 sheep and their shepherd. No, it was really a
story about souls! It was about a flock of 100 souls and the Good Shepherd, the Lord Jesus Himself!
What if one of those 100 souls became lost? What if that one was you or me? Would He not leave the
99 others in a good place and go after us until He found us? He seeks after us with love and truth! He
removes the barriers that keep us hidden from Him. He breaks down the walls that separate us. He
demolishes the strongholds and refuges of lies that we have bought into that keep us from the God of
truth and righteousness. And, He finds us – the real us! And, He saves us from our sins! And, He hoists
us up on His shoulders and takes us back home to the rest of the flock, rejoicing all the way! Jesus
doesn’t put us down, He picks us up! He elevates us to a higher perspective than we’ve known!
Then He calls His friends – those who have come to know His heart and have been touched by His grace
and truth. He invites them to rejoice with Him over this lost sheep! And, if they’re really His friends, they
are going to be so ready to do just that! They understand the worth of a soul and what this all means. So
do all the inhabitants of heaven! When a lost soul has been rescued from the dominion of darkness,
deception and destruction, HEAVEN REJOICES! When one sinner repents, it brings more joy in heaven
than 99 righteous persons who do not need to repent! Those aren’t my words, they’re His! Do you want
to start a party in heaven? REPENT! Believe the truth claims of Christ! Abandon vain philosophies and
the allurement of an ungodly culture! Turn around and go the other way – His way!






Check yourself. See if you have the critical heart of a Pharisee or the tender heart of a seeker.
Make sure you go to church! Stop muttering, and go with the desire to hear from Christ Jesus!
Give thanks for Jesus the Good Shepherd who has placed an eternal value on your soul.
Worship the One who is so eager to elevate you to His shoulders, not put you under His feet!
Celebrate with someone who has repented this week! You can join Heaven’s party!

Prayer Challenge: "The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and
does not live in temples built by hands. And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything,
because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. From one man he made every
nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the
exact places where they should live. God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for
him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. `For in him we live and move and have our
being.' As some of your own poets have said, `We are his offspring.' "Therefore since we are God's
offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone--an image made by man's
design and skill. In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people
everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has
appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead." (Acts 17:24-31)

#134 – The Worth of a Soul
Luke 15:8-10 - "Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not light a lamp,
sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? And when she finds it, she calls her friends and
neighbors together and says, `Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.' In the same way, I tell you,
there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."
There may be value in noting the ratios in these parables of the Lost and Found section of the Bible! The
ratio in the previous parable of the lost sheep was 99 to one! Although the shepherd had 99 other sheep
that were safe in His care, the ONE lost sheep was equally precious and he would not rest until he found
it! In our present parable, the ratio is 9 to one. The woman lost one of her ten silver coins. She was so
passionately grieved for her loss that she went through her entire house with a fine-tooth comb just to find
it! The nine other silver coins were precious and valuable, however, she was not about to lose the value
of the tenth coin! Silver is a precious metal, unlike iron or lead which are base metals. Our Lord is
likening this silver coin to a precious soul. Every soul has such great value to God that He is not willing
that any should perish or be lost from Him (2 Peter 3:9). He is so passionate for every lost soul that He
has lit a lamp to illuminate the whole world (John 1) – not so much that He might see us, rather that we
might see HIM and come to a knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4)! You see, God placed such value
on every soul in the whole world that He gave His only Son, so that whoever would believe on Him may
have eternal life (John 3:16). If you were the only lost soul in your community, this is the value that God
has placed on you! You are a precious and sacred silver coin, stamped with His own image, and He will
not rest until you are found! He will earnestly convict you of sin and persuade you of His love!
Then, notice the great joy that finding the lost coin brings. When this woman has found what was lost to
her, she cannot help but celebrate the restoration of such precious value. She calls her friends and
neighbors to rejoice with her. I think that means that she throws a party with good food and beverage so
that everyone can be glad with her. Jesus tells us that this is exactly what it’s like in heaven when one
lost soul repents and believes the truth. When someone steps into the light of Christ, turns from sinful
ways and believes on His name, there is a great party going on in heaven! If we have become friends of
Christ, we too are invited to freely celebrate and rejoice that another precious and sacred lost soul has
been found and restored to God’s family! This is a EUREKA moment when a lost soul is found! “I HAVE
FOUND, I HAVE FOUND” is the language of joy! This should silence the critical Pharisee heart wherever
it is found. It should move all of us to recognize the heart of God for every one of us! God delights to
show mercy and bring salvation to any and every repentant sinner! Angels do not need to repent, yet
they join in the celebration over one lost sinner who repents! What is the worth of a soul? What is the
worth of YOUR soul? Maybe not so much to a throw away culture, but to God – you are more precious
than silver, and He will not rest until you are found and restored to His care!






Meditate on the value that God has stamped on your soul.
Celebrate the God who loves you with an everlasting love as a sacred and precious soul!
Give thanks for Light that illuminated your soul so that you could be found.
Worship the One who did not give up seeking you when you were lost!
Celebrate with someone who has repented this week! You can join Heaven’s party!

Prayer Challenge: "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does
not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only
Son. This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because
their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that
his deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen
plainly that what he has done has been done through God." (John 3:16-21)
Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will
find it. What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man
give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels,
and then he will reward each person according to what he has done. (Matthew 16:24-27)

#135 – The Party Life!
Luke 15:11-14 - Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his
father, `Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them. "Not long after
that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth
in wild living. After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he
began to be in need.
We might once again take note of the ratios in these parables. You’ll remember that the Lost Sheep was
1 of 100, the Lost Coin was 1 of 10, and now the Lost Son is 1 of 2! The percentages are getting closer
to home with each parable! We may THINK that we are not that lost one because we are so much
smarter and have it all together more than everyone else, but before this parable is completed we all
should recognize our lost state and our need for repentance. Let’s notice some important things in this
lesson: First, the younger son requested his share of the INHERITANCE. This share was not something
that he had worked for or had earned by his own merit. It would be a portion of his father’s possessions
and accumulated wealth that he would graciously pass on to his son. And, so the father divided his
property and gave his son a portion. Our Creator and heavenly Father has graciously given US an
inheritance. He has given us our lives, our abilities, our potential, and a wealth of resource in His Word
and in creation.
Notice also, that not long after he had received his inheritance, the younger son left home and set off for a
DISTANT country. This environment was far different from the environment at his father’s house. The
values were way different. The priorities, principles and attitudes of this place were totally different from
those he had grown up in. Everything about this country was DISTANT from the way he had been raised.
Thirdly, we find that there he SQUANDERED his wealth in wild living. He did not invest it in good, worthy
and productive things, he WASTED it! His lifestyle was wild and out of control! He lacked wisdom and
discipline. He lacked accountability, sensibility and responsibility. He may just as well have taken his
inheritance and thrown it into the garbage dump as to do what he did with it! It was not long before he
had SPENT EVERYTHING! He was down to nothing, he was SPENT! The bottom of the barrel looked at
him and had nothing left to give! When you don’t use and invest what you’ve been given wisely,
accountably and responsibly, it’s not long before it’s all SPENT! Budgeting, planning, investing, industry
and thrift are not often the style of those who believe they are entitled to an inheritance handout.
Eventually those resources run out. The fool and his money are soon parted and all is SPENT!
Fifthly, to make matters worse, there was a severe FAMINE in the country. The resources of this
environment had all dried up right along with his! No one else had anything either! There was nothing
left for anyone to squander! It was gone, depleted, exhausted and drained! The party was over – for
everyone! And he began to be IN NEED! This was something he had never experienced before – NEED!
At home he always had his needs met. While he had his inheritance he had everything he needed. But
now, he was NEEDY! He was penniless, destitute and poor! There was nothing and no one in this
environment that he could rely upon to meet his NEED! NEEDS are different than WANTS, that is until
you are left wanting only what you need! This poor boy’s desires have now become that which is needful!
The party life is over, the money is gone and now he hungers for necessities of life. Does his story sound
at all familiar? Do you know anyone who has ever been there? Stay tuned for the rest of the story, to be
continued.






Meditate on your inheritance, think of all the abilities and resources God has blessed you with.
Ask God to help you to use wisdom and grace as you invest these resources!
Pray that you may not squander the riches that God has given you!
Ask God to reveal any areas you may be wasting your resources, then make changes.
Ask God to teach you how to celebrate and party like He does!

Prayer Challenge: A good man leaves an inheritance for his children's children… (Proverbs 13:22)
An inheritance quickly gained at the beginning will not be blessed at the end. (Proverbs 20:21)
Pray that you will recognize the goodly inheritance you have been left with and the good Father in heaven
who has left it to you! Pray that you will receive the benefits of this inheritance in proper seasons of time
so that you may truly appreciate and appropriate it in your life.

#136 – Come To Sensibility and Reason!
Luke 15:15-20 - So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to
feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him
anything. "When he came to his senses, he said, `How many of my father's hired men have food to spare,
and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have
sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of
your hired men.' So he got up and went to his father.
Last week we left our boy in a DISTANT country, WASTED, NEEDY, his life out of control, lacking
wisdom, discipline, accountability, responsibility and sensibility. His solution to his condition was to hire
himself out to a pig farmer in that country. It was his job to feed pigs. Although he now had a job and was
earning some sort of income, he was still left longing for something more! The pig food began to look
attractive to him! Sin can do that in our lives. It can leave us wasted, needy, out of control, lacking
wisdom and sensibility! It can pimp us out to pigs who do not appreciate what is sacred and precious! It
can cause us to long for the life and diet of a pig! Notice that, although he longed for what the pigs were
eating, no one gave him anything! Even in the pig pen there are no free lunches! You are still going to
have to pay for it somehow! Drugs, alcohol, sex and worldly pleasures all have a price tag and no one is
going to GIVE you anything without expecting something in return! Do you get this?
One of my favorite lines in this parable is, “When he came to his senses…” In the middle of all of this out
of control, wasted, irresponsible and senseless living, the lights came on! He came to his senses! His
lifestyle had lost all reason and value, now REASON and VALUE were being restored to his mind and
heart. Now he began to think and reason rationally! He had abandoned this practice the day he left
home! Now it comes back to him. Sensibility told him that back home the hired help had food in
abundance and he was starving. Sensibility told him to compare what HE HAD with what HIS FATHER’S
HIRED HELP had! Sensibility told him that things were much better back at Father’s house. Sensibility
told him to go back home! It made perfect sense to him that he should return humbly and in a spirit of
repentance that acknowledged he had been wrong. Sensibility told him to swallow his pride and
independence, to recognize that his choices and behaviors were not worthy to claim identity as his
Father’s son. It would be a much better place to be a slave back home than to be in the condition he
found himself now. He came to his senses! He stopped behaving and thinking in senseless ways. He
listened to the voice of reason!
“So he got up and went to his father.” It’s one thing to THINK sensibly and quite another thing to ACT on
it! When we really come to our senses it moves us to action that is in line with that sensibility! If we don’t
act then we have looked into the mirror, seen the changes necessary, but walked away without making
them. That would still be senseless! He got up and did the only reasonable thing to do – he went back
home to Father! There are those that may say in order to have faith you must abandon reason, but we
know that faith is the result of true sensibility and good reason! We have very good reason to have faith
in our Heavenly Father! Things are much better at His house than in the pig field! The psalmist said, “I
was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging
bread.” (Psalm 37:25). Get ye up and go to your Father!






Take a good honest look at your life and ask, “Does all this make sense? Is there something
better?”
Recognize what God can provide in your life that no one and nothing else can give.
Do the sensible thing – believe God, repent and return to Him!
Ask God to reveal the truth of your life compared to what He can give.
Take all the reasons and evidence for our Heavenly Father’s promises and truth claims, get on
your feet of faith and make the changes that those reasons and evidence support!

Prayer Challenge: "Come now, let us reason together," says the LORD. "Though your sins are like
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool. If you are
willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the land; but if you resist and rebel, you will be devoured
by the sword." For the mouth of the LORD has spoken. (Isaiah 1:18-20)

#137 – C’mon and Celebrate!
Luke 15:20-24 - So he got up and went to his father. "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was
filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. "The son said to him,
`Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' "But the father
said to his servants, `Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.
Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again;
he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate.

“So he got up and went to his father.” He GOT UP faith, courage, reason, purpose and initiative! He GOT
UP off his butt and headed home to father! The Prodigal had framed a humble and sensible plan. He
believed that his honest confession of sin and wrong just might move his father to receive him back home
as one of his hired servants. BUT – his father had a different perspective! While he was still a long way
from home, his father saw him coming back! (Jesus wants us to know that when we are humble and
repentant, our heavenly Father sees His children returning while we are still a long way off from Him!) He
was FILLED WITH COMPASSION for his son; compassion that moved him to RUN TO HIM, throw his
arms around him and kiss him! Can you see how our Father loves us! No matter how sinful our past or
how feeble our efforts in making our way back to God, when we take one baby step in His direction, He
takes giant steps toward us! He meets us on the way and embraces us as one who is eagerly awaited
and kisses us as one who is precious to Him! God is not dispassionate and distant toward those who
sincerely seek Him. He does not just wait for us to arrive, He RUNS to receive us!
The son remained true to his humbled heart as he greeted his dad. He confessed that he had sinned –
against heaven and against his father. This boy acknowledged his SIN! He was wrong! He had behaved
sinfully toward his father and the inheritance he had been given. But, he acknowledges another great
truth as well – SIN is against God! His out of control living was not just sinful rebellion against his father,
but it was sin against GOD! He was also keenly aware that his behavior and reputation was not worthy of
recognition as his father’s son. As his father embraced him, he confessed, “I am no longer worthy to be
called your son.” The Bible clearly points out that we are all like this prodigal! We all have turned to our
own way and gone astray! Not one of us is worthy of being called a child of God! Our rebel, self-serving
nature and sinful choices do not deserve identification as the offspring of God our Father.
BUT, the father will have the last say here! He tells his servants to quickly bring the best robe and put it
on his repentant son, to put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet! These are all symbols of
forgiveness, full reception and belonging! When we repent and turn to God, He imputes the garment of
His righteousness – you can’t get a finer robe than that! The boy also received a ring on his finger – a
symbol of covenant love, family relationship and signature authority (as with a signet ring)! Did he earn
this privilege? Did he deserve it? Of course not! But his father mercifully insisted upon it! His new
sandals also speak of his sonship - slaves went barefoot! BUT, all this only paves the way for the
celebration that the father has planned! This occasion calls for butchering the fattened calf and preparing
a feast! Why? “For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” The
rebellious, out of control, senseless, wayward son has been humbled, brought to his senses and has
come home to father! He has returned as a SLAVE, he is received and restored as a SON! His
relationship with his father had died, now it is alive again! This is how God receives and celebrates every
lost child who sincerely turns to him in true repentance and faith. Do you know anyone that fits this
description? C’mon then, let’s celebrate!






Recognize the death that your sinful rebel nature can bring to your relationship with God.
Get up and go to Father’s House, humble yourself before God and confess your sin.
Give thanks that God forgives, receives you as His child and clothes you in His righteousness!
Join the party and celebrate all others who have come home to Father.
Praise God that we who were dead in sin have been given new life in our relationship with Him!

Prayer Challenge: As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who
are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following
its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God,
who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have
been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order
that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ
Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by
works, so that no one can boast. (Ephesians 2:1-9)

#138 – Everything I Have is Yours!
Luke 15:25-32 - "Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard
music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. `Your brother
has come,' he replied, `and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and
sound.' "The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with
him. But he answered his father, `Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed
your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when
this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened
calf for him!' " `My son,' the father said, `you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. But we
had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and
is found.' "
The younger brother came home in rags - his father clothed him in the very best robe and put new
sandals on his feet. He came home penniless having squandered his inheritance - his father put a gold
ring on his finger, the promise of another investment of his riches in the son. This boy returned home
hungry - his father not only fed him but spread a feast with the finest meats and music to celebrate. The
party was in full swing with feasting, dancing, music and laughter! MEANWHILE, the older son… These
four words give us a sense that what is to follow is not going to be in harmony with the spirit of this party!
The older son was returning from his day in the field. As he came near the house he could hear the
sounds of this celebration. He learned from one of the servants that his brother had returned home, and
his father had killed the fattened calf because he was safely restored to the family. The older brother was
NOT HAPPY with this report. In fact he was downright angry and flat out refused to join the party!
Take special notice that his father WENT OUT and pleaded with him. God our Father is always taking
initiative! Here He goes out to plead with the angry elder son. Previously, He saw His lost son coming a
long way off and RAN to him! We saw Him SEARCHING for the Lost Sheep and sweeping the house
clean to find the Lost Coin! Our Father is always active in seeking and reaching out to the lost. He does
not passively sit by waiting and hoping. He takes action! In this instance, His actions are met with
resentment and bitterness. “All these years I’ve slaved for you. Never once have I disobeyed you. You
never gave me so much as a young goat to celebrate with, yet you spare no expense to celebrate the
homecoming of this son of yours (he wouldn’t claim him as a brother) who squandered all your property
with prostitutes!” This son boasted of his own merits and elevated his standing to great superiority over
his brother. He had “slaved” for his father for years! He obeyed in everything! He never behaved in the
scandalous fashion of his brother! He complains that his father had not been as kind as he ought to have
been toward his more deserving son! Perhaps you can relate to him and the complaints he registers.
Maybe you were a compliant child who sought to please your parents and worked hard for them and the
family. You watched as another sibling squandered a good portion of the fruits of that hard work in
immoral and unproductive pursuits until he was penniless and destitute. How might you feel if this sibling
returned home and was given a celebration such as we have here? Would you be ready to freely join in a
party for one whose life resembled the Prodigal?
Notice the Father’s loving persuasion. First He says, “MY SON, you are always with me and everything I
have is yours.” This party for your brother is not a rejection of you! You have no less position or
inheritance because of this celebration! “Everything I have is yours.” The Father does not withhold
anything! All that He has and all that He is belongs to us! If others become true believers and come
home to Him, all that He has and is becomes theirs as well! If we walk in the sunshine, all the warmth
and light is ours. If others choose to walk in the sunshine, all the warmth and light is theirs too!






Recognize the love that God has for ALL OF HIS CHILDREN, including YOU.
Honor and worship God who initiates loving action toward us and freely gives us all good things!
Give thanks that God forgives and celebrates His relationship with us!
Join the party and celebrate all others who have come home to Father.
Praise God all He has and is belongs to us who believe!

Prayer Challenge: Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been
born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God
showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love:
not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God
lives in us and his love is made complete in us. (1 John 4:7-12)

#139 – Wise Use of Worldly Wealth
Luke 16:1-9 - Jesus told his disciples: "There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his
possessions. So he called him in and asked him, `What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your
management, because you cannot be manager any longer.' "The manager said to himself, `What shall I do now? My
master is taking away my job. I'm not strong enough to dig, and I'm ashamed to beg-- I know what I'll do so that,
when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.' "So he called in each one of his master's debtors.
He asked the first, `How much do you owe my master?' " `Eight hundred gallons of olive oil,' he replied. "The
manager told him, `Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred.' "Then he asked the second, `And how
much do you owe?' " `A thousand bushels of wheat,' he replied. "He told him, `Take your bill and make it eight
hundred.' "The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this
world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. I tell you, use worldly wealth to
gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.

This thought provoking parable is given, not to the crowds, but to His disciples. As Christ followers, we
ought to put ourselves in the place of the manager (steward), and we may assume that the rich man is
God. Everything in life belongs to God. We have been entrusted to manage all that He has given us –
our time, money, family, talents, abilities, opportunities, relationships (you can expand the list). How well
have we managed this for the One to Whom it all belongs? Like the manager, we too may rightly be
accused of wasting our Master’s goods! Don’t say, “NOT ME!” A day is coming when we shall surely be
called to give an accounting! Our tenure of stewardship will be ended! The Master has sent the word,
“What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager
any longer.” How will you respond to this inquiry? You cannot expect to convince God that you have
NOT WASTED any of His resources! This manager went quickly into self-preservation mode and started
to scheme a plan for his welfare once his job was taken away.
“I’m not strong enough to dig…” This is likely a reflection of his laziness and attitude toward manual
labor! “I’m ashamed to beg…” Depending on others for his welfare is also beneath him – yet it wasn’t
beneath him to waste his Master’s possessions! “I know what I’ll do…” And he began to call in each one
of his Master’s debtors, significantly diminishing their debt load to an amount they could afford. He knew
he was losing his job. This course of action would secure his friendship with those people whose debts
had been greatly reduced so that, when he was canned, they would welcome him into their houses. The
Master commended the dishonest manager “because he had ACTED SHREWDLY.” Jesus might well
have said, “I commend such a man as this – one that knows how to act wisely in his remaining time on
the job, and how to provide for future benefits in the face of imminent loss of his work!” He does not
commend him because he wasted his Master’s resources, but because he had acted wisely for himself!
We may recognize in this that he may have also done well for his Master AND his debtors. He lifted the
hard bargains that forced them into a place where they could not pay their rent and freed them to pay
what they were able. The manager employed a measure of both justice and charity. He didn’t totally rip
off his Master nor did he totally excuse the responsibility of those who owed a debt they could not readily
pay. So, his shrewd action created benefits for himself, his master and his master’s debtors!
Jesus sets this man as a model for believers to follow when it comes to improving the condition of our
souls and our preparations for eternity. “The people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their
own kind than are the people of light!” How are you dealing with the impending loss of your stewardship?
Are you making some adjustments that will have eternal benefits? Or, will you continue on in the same
wasteful fashion? Even the people of this world know enough to go into self-preservation mode! What
can you do to enhance your eternal benefits on that day when you give an accounting? Will the Master
commend you for acting wisely? Or, will it be business as usual?






Remember that you have been given stewardship of life and that everything belongs to God.
Worship God who gives us all things, sustains all things and to whom all things one day return!
Carefully and honestly assess how wasteful you have been with what God has entrusted you.
Take a wise course of action to use your remaining stewardship tenure for eternal benefit.
Praise God for the opportunity to yet make something better of our sacred trust!

Prayer Challenge: These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. I know your
deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to
die, for I have not found your deeds complete in the sight of my God. Remember, therefore, what you have received
and heard; obey it, and repent. But if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I
will come to you. (Revelation 3:1-3)

#140 – Trustworthy
Luke 16:10-12 - "Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is
dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. So if you have not been trustworthy in handling
worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? And if you have not been trustworthy with someone
else's property, who will give you property of your own?
In this Scripture lesson Jesus makes two pointed declarations and asks two very important questions.
First, He declares, “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much.” The way we
steward our money and material resources is an indication of how we may be expected to handle the
greater gifts of God in our lives. If we manage the basic things and material responsibilities of life with
integrity for the glory of God, we will prove to be a candidate that can be trusted with God’s greater and
more sacred investments. If you prove trustworthy on the elementary level, you will also be trusted at the
secondary level, and then the third, etc. His second declaration gives the negative side of the equation,
“Whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.” Anyone who lacks integrity when
it comes to managing basic material responsibilities and resources will also lack integrity if entrusted with
riches that really matter. So, anyone who serves God and is a good steward with his money and
temporal resources, will also serve God and do good with the more valuable talents of wisdom and grace,
the spiritual gifts God gives, and the treasures of heaven. But, anyone who buries the “one talent” of
worldly trust will never improve the “five talents” of spiritual riches. God withholds His grace from
covetous worldly people, probably more than we are aware of!
Can you hear Him asking you His first question, “If you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly
wealth, who will trust you with true riches?” Through this question our Lord is communicating that God’s
hand does NOT entrust true riches to those who are NOT faithful and trustworthy with temporal trusts.
We forfeit these treasures by our unfaithful undependable management of worldly treasures. So, how are
you managing the worldly resources God has entrusted you with? Do you really desire to be trusted with
greater things? Then take care of your worldly wealth and possessions recognizing that they are God’s
and you are accountable for them! His second question is similar, “If you have not been trustworthy with
someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own?” If you haven’t proven faithful,
trustworthy and dependable in taking care of someone else’s property and business, who will give you
property or business of your own? If we use the things of this world for purposes other than which God
entrusted them to us, He will surely deny us a trust to steward the greater spiritual possessions.
We should all be convinced of this - the truly rich are those who are rich in faith and rich towards God.
They are rich in the treasures of heaven! They have acquired these riches through proving trustworthy
and faithful in little things. Therefore let us set our hearts and minds on these treasures. Let us be
faithful with the lesser that we may be qualified for trust with the greater! I could say, your children don’t
start out as adults! Be faithful in their spiritual nurture from the day they are born! Or, you cannot do well
on the varsity if you cannot do well on the JV! If you fail on the elementary level, you’ll never pass on the
secondary level! Do not expect God to reveal greater understanding of His Word and His will until you
are faithful to put into practice what already has been clearly revealed to you! If you are faithful and
trustworthy in this, He can and will trust you with greater spiritual insight, responsibility and riches!






Remember that everything you have belongs to God. Steward and manage it for His glory!
Remember this truth by going to Worship and giving the first fruits of your earnings to the Lord!
Be faithful and trustworthy with the temporal resources and benefits God has given you.
Set your heart and mind on treasures that last forever as you are faithful with the temporal!
Praise God for every material and spiritual benefit and treasure He has provided you!

Prayer Challenge: So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the
secret things of God. Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. (1
Corinthians 4:1,2)
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble
of its own. (Matthew 6:33,34) So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of
God. (1 Corinthians 10:31)

#141 – Two Masters
Luke 16:13-15 - "No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money." The Pharisees, who loved
money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus. He said to them, "You are the ones who justify yourselves in the
eyes of men, but God knows your hearts. What is highly valued among men is detestable in God's sight.

How do we prove that we are servants of God? I would say that we do so by consecrating all of our
worldly acquisitions and making them all useful to God’s service! What two masters are more conflicting
in their governance than God and Money (mammon)? If a person sets his heart to love the world and
give all he is and has to the agenda and call of the world, he has no other choice than to hate God and
despise His precepts and requirements! This person will see to it that all his practices of faith and religion
support his secular interests and objectives. The things of God will just be resource to invest in and help
him serve what he is seeking after in the world. But, on the other hand, if a person loves God and is
consecrated to Him, he will, in comparison, hate the world (whenever God and the world come in
competition or conflict) and he will despise the objectives and precepts of the world. This person will
make all his business and success in the world in some way or another become a means to advancing
his faith and service to God! Christ Jesus tells us plainly, “You cannot serve both God and money!” Their
interests are so extremely diverse that their services can never be married to each other! So, if we are
determined to serve God, we must write off service to the world. Consider what that speaks into your life.
This teaching of Christ met with the same ridicule it is met with in our day and age! The Pharisees, who
loved money, were sneering at this doctrine that Jesus was setting forth. They could not present a worthy
and reasonable debate, so they derided Him! There are many today who profess faith, have education
and practice religious devotion, but they are destroyed by the love of the world and what it does to their
affections! Nothing hardens the heart more against the word of Christ than this love of mammon! These
covetous Pharisees couldn’t bear to have this love of their lives (money and what it can buy) touched, any
more than Samson would allow anyone to separate him from his lust for Delilah! And so, they sneered
and derided Jesus! They turned up their faces and blew their noses on Him as it were. It was an
expression of utter scorn and disdain. The word of Christ was a reproach to them! They laughed at Him
for going so contrary to the opinion and way of the world and for His efforts to deliver them from a sinful
opinion they were so determined never to relinquish! We should not be surprised to find this attitude in
our culture. Can you recognize it? Those who will not be ruled by the Word of God will make a joke of it
and sneer at it! However, in the end, they will discover that they cannot turn off what has turned them off!
Jesus reproved them, not for sneering at Him (He endured the contradiction of sinful men), but for
deceiving themselves. They justified themselves in the eyes of men; they denied any accusation of
wrong thinking or behavior, even if it came from Christ Himself! They claimed a superior sanctity and
devotion and justified themselves in that claim. They were also highly esteemed in their culture. Not only
did people acquit them from any blame they may be accused of, but applauded them and venerated
them, not only as good men, but as the BEST OF MEN! Their view points were esteemed as oracles,
their opinions as laws, and their practices as prescriptions that should rule all of society. Jesus says that
all this is DETESTABLE IN GOD’S SIGHT! Their disgusting inside is still under the eye of God! Don’t be
deceived, He knows your heart, and in His sight it is DETESTABLE! So, it’s foolish to justify ourselves
before men, and think that because people think highly of us that it will be sufficient in the Day of
Judgment; for God knows our hearts and He knows the wrong and deceit in there that no one else can
know. It’s also just as foolish to judge people and things based on public opinion concerning them, and to
be sucked into the stream of their vulgar values; for what is highly valued among men is detestable in
God’s sight. Who’s your Master? You can’t serve both God and Money (worldly riches/doctrines/values)!






Consecrate everything you are and have to the glory of God.
Demonstrate this consecration as you worship and bring your offerings before God.
Humbly receive the Word of Christ into your heart and let it govern your life and actions.
Recognize the dangers of public opinions that are opposed to the Word of Christ.
Invest your worldly possessions, talents, abilities and resources in ways that glorify God.

Prayer Challenge: Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in
wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.
Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will
lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is
truly life. (1 Timothy 6:17-19)

#142 – The Law and The Good News
Luke 16:16-18 - "The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John. Since that time, the good news
of the kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is forcing his way into it. It is easier for heaven
and earth to disappear than for the least stroke of a pen to drop out of the Law. "Anyone who divorces his
wife and marries another woman commits adultery, and the man who marries a divorced woman commits
adultery.”
John the Baptist was the dividing line between the Old Testament dispensation, which was confined to
the Jews, and the Good News of God’s kingdom preached by Christ Jesus, which was opened to
whosoever will. The Pharisees Jesus had been speaking to behaved like they had a special monopoly on
righteousness and salvation. They had a puffed up opinion of their expertise on the Law and the
Prophets that gave them an elevated esteem in the eyes of Jews. However, since John the Baptist
appeared, the Kingdom of God is preached, and a New Testament dispensation (which does not esteem
people for their degrees or titles as doctors of the law) has been inaugurated. Everyone, Gentiles as well
as Jews, now presses into the kingdom of Good News, not waiting for any upper class of religious rulers
or leaders to lead them into it. This new dispensation was not like the old political national constitution of
the Jewish culture and economy (when salvation was of the Jews), but it is more of a personal concern
and issue. EVERY PERSON that is convinced he has a soul to save and an eternity to consider, presses
hard to get into the kingdom, not wanting to miss it because of personal neglect.
The Pharisees had earlier scorned Christ for speaking in contempt of riches. After all, weren’t there many
promises of riches and other temporal good things in the Law and the Prophets? Weren’t many of God’s
best servants very rich, like Abraham, Job and David? Christ’s message declares that this is the way it
WAS, but NOW that the KINGDOM OF GOD is preached things take on a new perspective; now blessed
are the poor, the mourners and the persecuted. The Pharisees had rewarded people for their high
opinion of them by offering them a cheap, easy, formal religion. But Jesus declares that, now that the
Good News is preached, the eyes of the people are opened! They now realize that they cannot be saved
by the approval of the Pharisees, so they must leave the religion they were trained up in and force their
way into the kingdom of God. We could learn from this that those who would go to heaven must strive
against the religious mainstream, take personal responsibility, go against the crowd that are going the
opposite way, and force their way into God’s kingdom!
Although, He proclaims this Good News, Jesus makes it clear that this is not a design to destroy or
invalidate the law! He came to fulfill it! It is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for the least
stroke of a pen (jot or tittle) to be destroyed. How hard would it be to destroy these elements of heaven
and earth? Jesus says it’s even harder to eliminate the least significant declarations of God’s moral law.
The moral law of God is perfected in the Good News of the Gospel and the coming of God’s kingdom rule
in hearts and lives of men and women, boys and girls. And so, Jesus gives a dissertation against
divorce. The Good News of the Kingdom of God strikes at the bitter root of men’s corrupt appetites and
passions. “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery, and the man
who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.” Is your religion pure and unadulterated? You can’t
just make loopholes in the Law and find ways to excuse and justify your unfaithful adulterous heart!
Striving to legitimize yourself by making your sin lawful will never negate the moral law of God!






Don’t wait for religious leaders to lead you, dig into God’s Word and take hold of the Kingdom.
Don’t follow the secular crowd or those who merely practice tradition, honor the Lord’s Day!
Humbly receive the Word of Christ into your heart and let it govern your life and actions.
Recognize the dangers of public opinions that are opposed to the Word of Christ.
Remember that God’s moral law is eternal, that Christ came to fulfill it, not to destroy it.

Prayer Challenge: "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to
abolish them but to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is
accomplished. Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the
same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands
will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that
of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew
5:17-20)

#143 – A Rich Man and a Beggar, Heaven and Hell
Luke 16:19-3 -"There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. At his gate was laid a
beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked
his sores. "The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was
buried. In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. So he called to him,
`Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony
in this fire.' "But Abraham replied, `Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad
things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed,
so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.' "He answered, `Then I beg you,
father, send Lazarus to my father's house, for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of
torment.' "Abraham replied, `They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.' "`No, father Abraham,' he said, `but if
someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.' "He said to him, `If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will
not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.' "

Here we have a parable of two men from polar opposites of the spectrum. One was rich and lived in the
lap of luxury, with the very finest of every comfort and provision for life. The other was a sickly, crippled,
starving beggar man, who was laid at the gate, in sight of the rich man (who apparently ignored the poor
beggar). This beggar, Lazarus, would have given his right arm just to have the food scraps that fell from
the rich man’s table. The word picture of his pitiful condition is completed with the addition of the dogs,
who were the only compassionate creatures to tend to his misery. This they did by licking his sores!
Such was the condition, in the world, of these two men. But the parable speaks to life after departing this
world. There comes a time for everyone to die – both rich and poor alike! We cannot take our worldly
wealth with us when we die, but we certainly ought to live here in this world in a way that prepares for
eternity!
The time came when the beggar died. Jesus said that ANGELS carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich
man also died, but no angels and no Abraham for him – HE WAS BURIED! His next awareness was that
he was in hell, in torment, in fire and in agony! (Let not anyone fool himself with jokes and scorn about
the realities of hell). Perhaps a part of his agony was that he was now seeing Lazarus, whom he had
ignored before, in the comfort and fellowship of Abraham. The rich man, who is now outside of the gate
of luxury and splendor, called out to Abraham! Where once Lazarus had longed for the scraps from the
rich man’s table, now the rich man longs for even a drop of water from the tip of Lazarus’s finger to cool
his tongue! But, there would be no relief! Just as the gate was a barrier between him and Lazarus when
they were living, there is now a great barrier (with no gate) that is eternally fixed with no possibilities
whatsoever of anyone ever crossing over! When we die, our eternal fate is sealed! Oh, do not trifle with
your soul!
Memory was to be another part of the rich man’s torment. Abraham tells him to REMEMBER that in his
lifetime he enjoyed good things, while Lazarus suffered. Now the tables are turned and there is no longer
opportunity to change his eternal outcome! We see the rich man become the beggar as he pleads with
Abraham to send Lazarus back from the dead to warn his five brothers about his awful fate and eternal
torment. That warning must include the truth about hell and the consequences of a life that neglects
matters of the soul and the kingdom of God. If only they could be saved from the horror and agony of
hell! He begged that Lazarus be sent on this rescue mission, for surely his brothers would listen to
someone raised from the dead. They would probably even be inspired to write a book and do a movie,
“Hell Is For Real!” But, the rich man’s agony would be increased as Abraham spoke the words that he
knew in his heart to be true, “If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced
even if someone rises from the dead.” The same is true all of these generations later! If people do not
believe the witness of the Gospels and the Scriptures, then they will not be convinced even if someone
comes back from the dead to warn them!






Use your worldly wealth for the glory of God and the good of others.
Remember the importance of listening to the Word, believing it and putting it into practice!
Don’t wait for someone to rise from the dead to warn you, believe the witness of Scripture.
Remember that there is no repentance to salvation after death – take care of your soul now!
Heed Christ’s warning and the eternal consequences of neglecting your soul and God’s kingdom.

Prayer Challenge: Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take
up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.
What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange
for his soul? (Matthew 16:24-26)

#144 – Sin and Forgiveness
Luke 17:1-4 - Jesus said to his disciples: "Things that cause people to sin are bound to come, but woe to
that person through whom they come. It would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone
tied around his neck than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin. So watch yourselves. "If your
brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. If he sins against you seven times in a day, and
seven times comes back to you and says, `I repent,' forgive him."
Jesus conversation switches once again, from the Pharisees back to His disciples. He wants them to
understand some important things about sin, accountability, repentance and forgiveness. Dr. Luke
records this message for all of us to take to heart these centuries later. First, our Lord points out that
motivations, incentives and temptations to sin are inevitable. We all have been born with a sinful nature
that has an attraction to things that appease our carnal nature, conflict with God’s nature and result in sin.
No one is exempt from this reality of life! However, Jesus declares a harsh judgment against any person
responsible for enticing or causing others to sin. It’s one thing to be led into sinful behavior by our own
fallen nature, it’s quite another to draw someone else into our sin! We know that there are many ways
people can do this: coercion, seduction, deception, force, predation, solicitation… To be the cause of an
innocent to sin is egregious in God’s sight, and Jesus tells them that it would be better for such a person
to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around his neck.
Sin is often passed from person to person and from one generation to the next. This is exactly what
Jesus is warning against and what God is going to judge severely! “So watch yourselves!” Guard against
sin – in yourself and in others! Make certain that the buck stops with you! Do not be the cause for the
next generation’s sin or the kind of unholy example that causes another person to sin! Woe to you if you
are the cause!
So, what if someone you know (like your brother) sins? Rebuke him! Let him know that what he’s doing
is wrong. Don’t let him think that you condone his actions and behavior! Clarify the serious nature of his
sin. If he repents and changes his ways, forgive him! If he sins against you several times a day, and
demonstrates remorse, forgive him! What if that someone who sins is YOU? REPENT! Ask God’s
forgiveness and the forgiveness of those you’ve sinned against. Be forgiven! Forgive yourself! Take to
mind the warnings of Christ about the serious nature of sin and its consequences. Believe God! Guard
your heart and mind! Watch your ways and let your actions demonstrate that you really believe that what
you believe is really real!






Remember that sin is serious and that its consequences are even more serious!
Be watchful in your relationships, that your influence does not cause someone else to sin!
Don’t condone sin, in yourself or in others. Identify it as sin and rebuke it.
Remember that repentance merits forgiveness. When remorse is shown, forgive!
Show a watching world that you really believe God about sin, repentance and forgiveness.

Prayer Challenge: Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. But you know that he
appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. No one who lives in him keeps on
sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him. Dear children, do not let anyone
lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. He who does what is
sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God
appeared was to destroy the devil's work. No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's
seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. This is how we know
who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right
is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother. (1 John 3:4-10)
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have
not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. (1 John 1:8-10)

#145 – Increase Our Faith
Luke 17:5-10 - The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" He replied, "If you have faith as small
as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, `Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it will
obey you. "Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Would he say to the
servant when he comes in from the field, `Come along now and sit down to eat'? Would he not rather say,
`Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and
drink'? Would he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? So you also, when you have
done everything you were told to do, should say, `We are unworthy servants; we have only done our
duty.' "
Jesus has just finished teaching about the nature of sin, our accountability, and the command to repent
and forgive. Do we really believe that sin is serious and that God will judge severely those who cause
others to sin? Do we believe that we can and must repent and turn from sin? Do we really believe that
our sin can be forgiven and that we can and must forgive others who sin against us? Do we really believe
that we can change? The apostles responded to the Lord’s teaching with, “Increase our faith!” Don’t we
often feel like we need an increase in faith when we face something that is difficult for us to do? So we
find ourselves saying, “I need more faith in order to do that!” If we REALLY HAD GREATER FAITH then
we could do the things that You teach us Lord! We would all behave and live so much differently than we
do if we had greater faith. Increase our faith! We tend to view this kind of faith, to do what Christ
commands, as an extraordinary thing, as something great and impossible. In fact, we’re often told by
others that we CAN’T! But let’s take a good look at the perspective our Lord puts it in.
Jesus tells them, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed…” you can do the seemingly impossible!
What makes it difficult to forgive our brother? What hinders our turning from sin and repenting? Why is it
so challenging to rebuke a brother who is sinning? Why is it so hard to apply the teaching and
commands of Christ in our lives? Jesus lets His disciples know that this is not a difficult thing when we
possess even a small measure of faith. He tells us that mustard seed sized faith can transplant a tree
from the earth to the sea! Just as with God, nothing is impossible, so all things are possible to him that
believes! (Mark 9:23). Unbelief or misplaced belief is our hindrance! It is not the impossibility of the thing!
It is the failure to employ the smallest measure of faith! We often tend to complicate things until they
become impossible! Christ uncomplicates things until they become possible! It is not increased faith that
we need, it is the use of the faith and ability to believe that we already have!
Since our culture doesn’t really relate to servants, let me change up His next illustration a little. Suppose
you have hired someone to keep up your home and fix meals. These expectations are clear and the
person you hired is perfectly capable of meeting the job requirements. At meal time then, would you say
to this hired help, “You’ve mowed the lawn, swept the hall and vacuumed the family room, now sit down,
relax and have something to eat before you fix my dinner?” Or, would you just expect that he should do
the job he’s been hired to do and prepare your supper and wait on you? Faith is as simple as doing what
is expected of us by our Master. We are Christ’s servants! We just do it! We do what He tells us to do!
We don’t need increased faith to do it. It’s what is expected! If Christ is our Master, we are only doing
what we ought to do. We are humble, accountable, repentant, forgiven and forgiving! This is smaller
than mustard seed faith in action! He doesn’t command us to transplant trees from the ground into the
sea. He commands us to repent of our sin, change our ways, rebuke sin and forgive those who sin
against us! Would He require something from us that we are not capable of? Absolutely NOT! Just
believe it! Employ your God-given ability to believe and JUST DO IT! And, when you have done
everything He has told you to do, you should not have the attitude that Christ now owes you something.
You have only done your duty! You have properly invested the faith He has given you!






Believe that God has given you all the faith you need to do what He requires of you!
Repent of your unbelief and receive God’s forgiveness, then forgive those who sin against you!
Don’t condone sin, in yourself or in others. Identify it as sin and rebuke it.
Don’t wait for God to increase your faith, use what He has already given you to the fullest!
Remember that as Christ’s servant He will never require what He does not enable and empower.

Prayer Challenge: He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. (Micah 6:8)

#146 – Where Are the Other Nine?
Luke 17:11-19 - Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. As he
was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance and called out in a loud voice,
"Jesus, Master, have pity on us!" When he saw them, he said, "Go, show yourselves to the priests." And as they
went, they were cleansed. One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. He
threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him--and he was a Samaritan. Jesus asked, "Were not all ten cleansed?
Where are the other nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?" Then he said to
him, "Rise and go; your faith has made you well."

Leprosy was a skin disease that Jews considered to be a sign of God’s displeasure and a punishment for
some particular sin. Those inflicted with this disease were unclean and outcast from the community.
Jesus, who came to save and cleanse His people from their sin, paid special attention to lepers. It was
no coincidence that these ten men met up with Jesus on His way to Jerusalem, it was God-incidence! As
required by law, “They stood at a long distance and called in a loud voice…” I’m sure that these ten were
capable of quite a loud chorus. However, they did not call out the usual, “Unclean! Unclean!” Instead,
they cried out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” They obviously knew who Jesus was and the authority
He possessed. Oh, that sinners everywhere would truly know who Jesus is and the authority He
possesses to cleanse from sin and restore to wholeness! It is appropriate that they called Him “Master,”
for indeed He is LORD OF ALL! He is the Master over sin and disease! He is the Master over leprosy,
which He is about to demonstrate to these ten men!
In 2 Kings 5, the prophet Elisha directed the leper Naaman to go dip seven times in the Jordan River. He
didn’t anoint him and pray over him, didn’t ask him for a sum of money, nor did he give him some great
religious task by which to activate his healing. In a similar manner, Jesus simply tells these lepers to go
and show themselves to the priests. No waving of hands, no special words or acts, just, “Go, show
yourselves to the priests.” Those who expect our Lord to answer their cries for mercy must also expect to
receive His blessing in the way and method He chooses! There are some that I know who would object
to Christ’s prescription and may be apt to say something like, “Either cure us or say that you won’t, but
don’t send us on this wild goose chase to see the priest!” In His prescription, Christ honored the
ceremonial law that required the judgment of the priest to determine and pronounce someone cured. He
didn’t send them to the governor or Heads of State, He sent them to the church to judge their fitness for
society. Such a prescription would also cause the priest to enquire how they had come by their cure and
who would have this kind of authority over such diseases as leprosy! These ten all went on their way
according to Christ’s command. As they went, they were cleansed and made whole for the priest to
inspect and grant a certificate of fitness so they may return to society!
“ONE of them, when he saw he was healed…” returned to Christ in humble yet passionate gratitude and
appreciation for the mercy he had been given! He was a Samaritan! Though despised by all other Jews,
he had found fellowship with this band of Jewish lepers. Somehow the disease they held in common had
broken all those cultural and social barriers. Isn’t it interesting how our common sins and ailments can
unite us with people that we would never choose to be associated with otherwise? Yet, when made
whole, this Samaritan was the only one of the ten to return and fall at Jesus’s feet to say “thank you!”
“Where are the other nine,” Jesus inquired. Is it possible that only one in ten who are touched by the Lord
(and that one is a foreigner) is grateful enough to return and worship Him? Have you experienced
Christ’s healing grace and forgiveness of sin in your life? Have you connected with the church and
allowed the believers to validate your wholeness? Have you fallen at Christ’s feet to give thanks? I think
that He has been gracious and merciful to more people than are following up on it in ways that show true
appreciation and faith! Don’t be one of the other nine!






Believe that God will show mercy toward sinners who cry out to Him!
Follow Christ’s prescription for cleansing and wholeness in becoming accountable to the church.
Bow at the feet of Jesus and give Him thanks and praise for His cleansing and healing touch.
Be the one in ten who truly honors the Lord’s mercy and goodness in your life.
When you’ve been cleansed and made whole, rise to live a new life that glorifies Christ!

Prayer Challenge: To you, O LORD, I called; to the Lord I cried for mercy: "What gain is there in my destruction, in my
going down into the pit? Will the dust praise you? Will it proclaim your faithfulness? Hear, O LORD, and be merciful to
me; O LORD, be my help." You turned my wailing into dancing; you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy,
that my heart may sing to you and not be silent. O LORD my God, I will give you thanks forever. (Psalm 30:8-12)

#147 – When Will the Kingdom of God Come?
Luke 17:20,21 - Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus
replied, "The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will people say, `Here it
is,' or `There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you."
When is the Kingdom of God going to come? The Pharisees wanted to hear our Lord’s take on the timing
of the kingdom of the Messiah. Their question illustrates their notion that they expected a temporal
kingdom that would promote the Jewish nation to a superior position above the other nations of the world.
They were eager to hear from someone in the know that it would be in their lifetime, and they may have
heard Jesus teaching His disciples to pray for the kingdom to come. Their own teachers had been
proclaiming that it was at hand, and they had heard John the Baptist preach a similar word. Now, they
were looking for Christ’s answer to when this glorious event was to make its appearance. Jesus has a
two-fold answer, one for the Pharisees and one for His own disciples, the latter we will give attention to in
our next guide. His words to them are also for us!
Jesus lets them know that God’s kingdom may come without them even being aware of it! God’s
kingdom will not be recognized in the same manner as other kingdoms, for it does not have an outward or
physical appearance. It does not come about by national revolutions, overthrows, popular elections or
other political means that gain public attention and fill our news media. Christ Jesus lets them know that
it will come silently, without ostentatious show or display – no pomp and circumstance! “The kingdom of
God does not come with your careful observation.” Furthermore, no one will point out the location of the
Messiah King’s court, capital, headquarters or palace! There are those who are always eager to say,
“Here it is,” or “There it is.” But it is not a building, city, state or nation! It’s not the Temple, a Church
edifice, Jerusalem, Rome or Washington D.C.! It’s not going to be found in a religion or political party!
Nope! You’re not going to find God’s kingdom at a landmark or institution, “BECAUSE THE KINGDOM
OF GOD IS WITHIN YOU!”
If you noticed, Jesus did not answer their “when” question about the kingdom, rather He spoke to the
NATURE of its coming. The kingdom of God has a spiritual influence! It is not of this world (John 18:36)!
The glory of God’s kingdom does not impress humans with grand cathedrals, stadiums, showmanship or
things that are designed to win the applause and tickle the fancy and carnality of men and women. It
affects our spirit, has power over our soul and shapes our conscience! The kingdom of God changes
hearts and minds and lives! The kingdom of God comes when those who were once proud, vain, carnal
and self-serving, are made humble, sober and godly! It comes when we, who were once committed to
worldly ambition are now passionate for what pleases God! So, don’t look for the kingdom of God in civil
government or religion, rather, look for His kingdom in the revolution of the heart. The kingdom of God is
within you! The Pharisees inquired WHEN it will come, and did not recognize that the King was already in
their midst, though not in their hearts! So it is with many in this age, the King has come and has
established His kingdom – in the hearts and lives of those who receive Him and believe on His name!






Don’t look for God’s Kingdom to be political, religious or worldly!
Honor the King by assembling together with others who love and worship Him.
Don’t look for God’s kingdom in Jerusalem, Rome, Washington or some building.
Look into your own heart to see if you are submitted to God’s will in your life.
Look for God’s kingdom within the hearts of those who believe and are submitted to His rule.

Prayer Challenge: "This, then, is how you should pray: " `Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
the evil one.' For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.
But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. (Matthew 6:9-15)

#148 – Don’t Go Chasing After
Luke 17:22-25 - Then he said to his disciples, "The time is coming when you will long to see one of the days of the
Son of Man, but you will not see it. Men will tell you, `There he is!' or `Here he is!' Do not go running off after them.
For the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other.
But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.

Many have made the mistake of looking forward to that which is already AMONG THEM! As a result,
they may find themselves chasing after those who will tell them that the Lord is here or there. We should
understand that no nation, state, denomination, synagogue or church will ever have a corner on the
market of Christ’s kingdom! There have always been those that know how to market themselves as
God’s chosen mouthpiece and they create a location where it all happens. However, Jesus tells His
disciples, “Don’t go running off after them!” I’ve lived long enough to have seen many people who chase
after every latest spiritual movement, experience or fad. I suppose they’re hoping to catch some of the
excitement and zeal that these offer. But, this is NOT how the Lord instructs His followers to behave!
Jesus reveals to us that His kingdom work will meet with a great deal of opposition. We have all
witnessed TV preachers that proclaim and model a prosperity message. They are very successful in their
efforts, with multiplied millions to show for it. They can boast of mansions, expensive cars, personal
planes and yachts as a testimony of what can happen when you support and follow their ministry. We
too, may hope to see constant success in our work for Christ, but His words tell us otherwise: “The time is
coming when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it.” We all would
love to see the power of Christ bringing sight to the blind, curing the diseased, making the lame to walk,
the deaf to hear, feeding thousands and raising the dead – just like the disciples were experiencing when
they walked with Jesus! Just one day like that would be grand, but Jesus warns His disciples that the
time is coming when that just won’t be their experience, no matter how greatly they desire it! We know
from the Book of Acts, that at first they enjoyed such wonderful success and saw thousands added to the
church in a day! However, we also know that in short order they were persecuted, scattered, silenced
and imprisoned. They did not enjoy freedom to preach the gospel without fear of these troubles.
Don’t fall into the trap of thinking that laboring for Christ is a failure because the church is not
prevailing in the culture. And, don’t be fooled into looking for Christ or His kingdom in some particular
place, for it is the same everywhere! You can be sure that there will always be someone saying, “Look
here, or, Look there – here is the one that will save you!” “Here is the Messiah, there is His prophet!”
“Here on this mountain, there in Jerusalem – this is where you’ll find the true church!” DON’T GO
CHASING AFTER THEM! Don’t follow them and don’t pay attention to their claims. The Kingdom of God
is not for the glory of one group of people only, but to GIVE LIGHT TO THE GENTILES – like lightning
that flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other, it shines on ALL! The Gospel that ushers in
Christ’s kingdom in the world, flashes like lightning through all the nations. The kingdom of God is not to
be localized, but is to be dispersed far and wide over the face of the earth. The Gospel light will shine in
every kingdom of the world and will work like leaven throughout the land. It’s not God’s intent to make
one nation or denomination great, but to make all nations (at least some from all nations) holy and good!
Our Lord declared that He must suffer before he will reign. He will be rejected and despised, and if
it’s true for Him, His disciples will also taste the same treatment. Did Messiah come to set up a kingdom
in physical splendor, popularity, financial success and material prosperity? Nope! We must go by the
way of the cross if we would receive the crown and inherit the kingdom. Pain, shame and death are
those MANY THINGS that Christ would suffer. He would be rejected by this generation of unbelieving
Jews, before He would be embraced by another generation of believing Gentiles. Not many are eager to
chase after the call to take up our cross and follow Christ, but many are those who will chase after a
prosperity, popularity and power ministry. Don’t go running after those who say, “Here it is, or, there it is!”






Don’t look for God’s Kingdom to be political, religious or worldly!
Honor the King by assembling together with others who love and worship Him.
Don’t look for God’s kingdom in Jerusalem, Rome, Washington or some building.
Look into your own heart to see if you are submitted to God’s will in your life.
Look for God’s kingdom within the hearts of those who believe and are submitted to His rule.

Prayer Challenge: Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his
cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.
What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self? If anyone is ashamed of me
and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and
of the holy angels." (Luke 9:23-26)

#149 – Just As In the Days of Noah
Luke 17:26-30 - "Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man.
People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark.
Then the flood came and destroyed them all. "It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and
drinking, buying and selling, planting and building. But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down
from heaven and destroyed them all. "It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed.
How was it in the days of Noah? Genesis 6 describes those times as days of great wickedness on the
earth. People’s hearts and minds were inclined to evil all the time and our Creator was grieved that He
had made mankind! People everywhere had corrupted their ways! We can drop a little lower and
consider how it was with the people of Sodom in the days of Lot. The outcry against that place was so
great and their sin was so grievous that not even 10 righteous men could be found in the entire city! But
each of these places and times had a preacher who warned them of the judgment that was coming.
Noah preached to the world of his time and Lot warned the Sodomites. What was the response to these
preachers of righteousness and judgment? The people did not heed their warning. They gave no regard
and no credit to the message or the messengers! They were quite secure in their own world view and
continued on with business as usual. They ate and drank and indulged in their pleasures, with not a care
in the world except to satisfy their fleshly appetites. So they took spouses and multiplied their corruption,
making their children twice the sons of carnality that they were! They partied, they bought and sold, they
planted and they built. They were intent upon being prosperous, busy with their comforts and vices, with
no time or interest in addressing the judgments threatened against them!
Nineveh stands in stark contrast to these times and places. When the people of Nineveh heard Jonah’s
warning, the entire city fasted and prayed, repenting in sackcloth and changing their ways! Not so in the
days of Noah and the time of Lot. They continued in their false security and wicked behavior until the
judgment day they had been warned about finally arrived - Right up to the very day that Noah and his
family entered the ark! Right up to the very day that Lot left the city behind! Unrepentant sinful wicked
men and women were destroyed and God preserved the righteous!
It will be just like this on the day when the Son of Man is revealed. The state of the world will be just like it
was in the days of Noah and Lot, on the day when Christ Jesus is revealed as King of kings and Lord of
lords! On the day when Christ returns and establishes His kingdom rule and judgment, this is the state of
civilization – just as wicked, sinful, unrepentant, rebellious toward God and scornful of His warnings as
were the people of Noah’s day and Lot’s day! They were totally surprised by the ruin they faced on that
day! What they did not fear overwhelmed them with unspeakable horror and amazement! The flood
came and totally destroyed all the wicked of the old world! Fire and brimstone rained down and
destroyed all the corruption of Sodom! This should register as a warning to those who live with a false
sense of security in their corruption, sinfulness, carnality and rebellion toward the things of God, and their
scorn toward the warnings of the preachers! For this is how it will be on the day of the Son of Man!






Believe the Word of God! Christ Jesus will one day be revealed in all His glory!
Heed the warnings of Christ and repent of any wickedness, unrighteousness or carnal ways.
Be thankful for the mercy available today for those who turn from their wicked ways.
Recognize that the generation that we live in is not so different from Noah or Lot’s generation.
Warn those who are living with a false sense of security in their carnal pursuits.

Prayer Challenge: For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them
into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment; if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the
flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others; if he
condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and made them an example of
what is going to happen to the ungodly; and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by
the filthy lives of lawless men (for that righteous man, living among them day after day, was tormented in
his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)-- if this is so, then the Lord knows how to
rescue godly men from trials and to hold the unrighteous for the day of judgment, while continuing their
punishment. This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire of the sinful nature and despise
authority. (2 Peter 2:4-10)

#150 – Remember Lot’s Wife!
Luke 17:31-37 - On that day no one who is on the roof of his house, with his goods inside, should go
down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go back for anything. Remember Lot's wife!
Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it. I tell you, on that night
two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding grain
together; one will be taken and the other left." "Where, Lord?" they asked. He replied, "Where there is a
dead body, there the vultures will gather."
Jesus continues His warning about what it will be like on the day that His identity is fully revealed. As in a
serious house fire a person does not risk his life to run into his house just to save his goods, so also on
the day of the Lord one should not give thought to preserving his “stuff” lest it cost his union with Christ!
There is nothing in this world worth clinging to if it means losing your soul! “Remember Lot’s wife!” Along
with her family, she was warned of the destruction that was about to fall on their city. That warning
necessitated that they flee Sodom immediately and leave everything behind. Furthermore, they were
warned, “Flee for your lives! Don’t look back, don’t stop anywhere in the plain! Flee to the mountains or
you will be swept away!” But, Lot’s wife looked back and she was turned to a pillar of salt! She risked her
life for her “stuff!” The life, identity, relationships and things she possessed back in Sodom had such a
grip on her that she disregarded the warning of the angels and turned back!
“
Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it.” Lot and his daughters
paid attention to the warning and did not allow attachments in Sodom to override the Lord’s directives
through the angels. As a result of letting go of their life in Sodom and heeding the commands of the Lord,
their lives were spared! All those who have been called out of darkness into the glorious light of God
should flee from that darkness without giving so much as a backward glance! Instead, we should press
forward into the life that Christ has prepared and provided for those that love Him! Lot’s wife became a
lasting monument and warning to those who have come to know Christ, to never turn back! Remember
Lot’s wife! Flee from the sinful desires of the world, the flesh and the devil! Don’t look back! Don’t give
them a second thought! Those who turn back to salvage the life that they once lived will LOSE their life in
Christ! But whoever is not ashamed of Christ Jesus and His Words, those who will live by His Spirit and
counsel – even at the cost of reputation, livelihood or life – that person will SAVE his life! The truth is,
whoever is ready and willing to do this is going to experience the loss of his old life and identity, but he
will find an entirely new life in Christ – life that is eternal!
“One will be taken and the other left.” Jesus gives two scenarios that include two people in close
proximity in each one. Close relationships and common work do not determine the same future! This
declaration could very well be read from both vantage points. One will be taken to glory and the other left
behind, or, one will be taken to judgment and the other left to live for Christ. “Where, Lord?” Perhaps the
question asks, “Where will the saved be taken, and where will those perish who are left?” Answer is:
“Where the vultures gather.” The vultures gather where there is a dead body! If you want to know where
people are perishing, look for the environments and people that prey on sinful folly and love the carnal
world! If you want to know where the saved are, look for the environments and gatherings of people that
love and obey Christ! Whichever way it is, make sure you’re in the right place! Remember Lot’s wife!
Don’t look back!






Believe the Word of God! Christ Jesus will one day be revealed in all His glory!
Heed the warnings of Christ and repent of any wickedness, unrighteousness or carnal ways.
Be thankful for the mercy available today for those who turn from their wicked ways.
Remember Lot’s wife and let her example motivate you to leave the past life of sin behind.
May you always be found where Christ is leading you, in paths of righteousness for His
namesake.

Prayer Challenge: But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to
God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but
now you have received mercy. Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain
from sinful desires, which war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though
they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 1 Peter 2:9-12

#151 – Always Pray and Don’t Give Up!
Luke 18:1-8 - Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not
give up. He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. And
there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, `Grant me justice against my
adversary.' "For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, `Even though I don't fear God or
care about men, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she
won't eventually wear me out with her coming!' "
And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God bring about justice for his
chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that
they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?"
Luke begins chapter 18 by informing us as to why Jesus told His disciples a parable. “They should
always pray and not give up.” I suspect that He knew of their propensity to quit when answers to prayer
do not arrive on their time table. This parable emphasizes praying for JUSTICE. We live in a very unfair
world. In fact, I don’t know of anyone who hasn’t been treated unfairly at some time or another. Justice is
all about fairness - getting what we truly deserve. It is merited reward or punishment. That means if I do
something deserving reward, I get exactly what I deserve. If I do something that deserves punishment, I
get exactly what I deserve! If I’ve been wronged or if I’ve wronged someone else, justice demands that it
is made right. The Bible teaches us that God is just (2 Thessalonians 1:6). His nature insists on justice
and is not satisfied until it is established. The question is, do we believe this? Do we believe that God
cares about justice in our lives, our neighborhoods, communities and in our world? Do we believe that He
has the power to do something about it? Do we believe that He will indeed exercise that power to bring
about justice?
Jesus tells of a persistent widow, who had no one else to fend for her or plead her case, but she kept
going directly to the judge making her plea for justice against someone who had wrongfully treated her.
Jesus characterizes this judge as one that didn’t believe in God, wasn’t particularly concerned about
justice, and didn’t worry about what people thought of him. He ignored the widow’s plea for quite some
time, but came to the realization that this woman was not going to rest, nor give him rest, until her passion
for justice was satisfied. The Lord tells His disciples to “Listen to what the unjust judge says.” The unjust
judge says, “Even though I don’t fear God or care about men, yet because this widow keeps bothering
me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually wear me out with her coming.” Are you
listening? If a judge who feels no moral obligation for doing the right thing can be compelled by a widow’s
persistence to act justly, HOW MUCH MORE will God answer the righteous prayers of His chosen? He
won’t keep putting them off! He is not like the unjust judge who has to be pestered until he’s worn out
before he is moved to action. Jesus says that God will see to it that they get prompt justice!
“However” - this single word jumps out of the entire lesson. “Will the Son of man find faith on the earth
when He comes?” Will He find people that really believe that what they believe is really real? Will He find
people who believe that God is just? Will He find people who believe that God has the power to do
something about the injustice in our world? Will He find people who really believe that God WILL ACT
JUSTLY on their behalf? Will Christ find evidence of this kind of faith when He comes? Or, will he find
people taking matters into their own hands, meting out their own form of justice, doubting that God will
hear them and that He has the power or will to bring about justice. Jesus says we should ALWAYS
PRAY AND NOT GIVE UP! That’s the faith He’ll be looking for when He comes!






Believe the Word of God! Christ Jesus will one day be revealed in all His glory!
Worship God and give thanks that He is always just!
Believe in God’s nature of justice and His power to act justly.
Believe that God will indeed act justly and quickly on behalf of His chosen people.
Pray for God’s just and righteous will to be done and don’t give up!

Prayer Challenge: Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms. Is anyone
among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the
name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed
sins, he will be forgiven. Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed.
The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed
earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. And he prayed again,
and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit. – James 5:13-18

#152 – A Word To Those Who Trust In Their Own Righteousness
Luke 18:9-14 - To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody
else, Jesus told this parable: "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: `God, I thank you that I am not like other
men--robbers, evildoers, adulterers--or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of
all I get.' "But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his
breast and said, `God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' "I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went
home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself
will be exalted."
Luke informs us that this follow up lesson on prayer is for the benefit and conviction of those who were
confident of their own righteousness and conceited in their opinion of everyone else. Two men went up to
the same place, for the same purpose, but from very different perspectives and with very different
approaches. One was a Pharisee, a strict observer of the Law, and the other a tax collector, who would
have been despised as a great sinner for his role in collecting taxes from Jews to give to Rome. We
really cannot credit the Pharisee with accomplishing the purpose of prayer, for he STOOD UP and prayed
ABOUT HIMSELF (with himself). We can note that there is no worship of God, no petition for God’s
mercy and grace, and no acknowledgement of his need before God. He comes to this posture with selfexaltation and in a manner that suggests God owes him. His words are all about himself. He boasts that
he is not like other men who break God’s laws. He’s not a thief, an evildoer or an adulterer, and he’s
certainly not like the tax collector. He’s not a liability to the community in these matters! In fact, he takes
care of his physical temple and fasts twice a week, and he also gives a tithe of his gross income! We
need not doubt his word in these matters, but is this prayer? Is God impressed by this display of selfrighteousness? Does God owe this man something for all his self-exalted credentials?
The tax collector came into this place and time of prayer very differently. He stood at a great distance,
probably a far corner of the outer court, away from those who professed superior righteousness and
worthiness. Jesus said that this man was so aware of his sinful condition that he would not even look up
to heaven. Instead, in his humility and repentance he beat on his chest as an expression of remorse for
allowing his wicked heart to lead him into sin. He prayed for mercy! “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”
He did not point out any good in himself that deserved God’s favor. He did not exalt himself in any way,
nor did he debase anyone else for their failures in life. He didn’t blame those who were born into privilege
for his sin. He doesn’t tell God that his actions and behaviors were caused by the culture around him nor
does he seek to justify himself in any way. He humbly and earnestly acknowledged his great need and
desire for God’s mercy upon his poor sinful soul. Jesus declares that THIS MAN, not the PHARISEE,
went home justified before God.
Jesus concludes this lesson by stating a kingdom principle, “Everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” Do you want your prayers to be effective before
God? Don’t follow the example of the Pharisee! Not one of us has enough goodness in ourselves to
qualify us for God’s favor! He does not owe anyone this kind of favor! But He has chosen, in His nature,
to honor the petitions of the humble, to forgive the penitent and be merciful to those who acknowledge
their sin and truly desire forgiveness and acceptance by God.






Guard your heart against self-righteousness and trusting in your own goodness!
Go humbly to the House of Prayer and worship the God of grace and glory!
Confess your sin and trust that He will be faithful and just to forgive and cleanse.
Do not deny the truth and conviction that God speaks into our lives.
Humbly and honestly confess your sin that God may forgive and cleanse from all unrighteousness!

Prayer Challenge: “All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, "God opposes the proud
but gives grace to the humble." Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in
due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” – 1 Peter 5:5-7
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. If we
claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. But if we walk in the
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all
sin. If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make
him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. – 1 John 1:5-10

#153 – Like A Little Child
Luke 18:15-17 - People were also bringing babies to Jesus to have him touch them. When the disciples
saw this, they rebuked them. But Jesus called the children to him and said, "Let the little children come to
me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth, anyone
who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it."
It is very fitting that Luke follows up the story of the tax collector and the Pharisee with another illustration
of the humble as those who will be accepted into God’s kingdom. God honors those that humble
themselves and He refuses Kingdom entrance to those who do not! On this occasion, people were
bringing babies to receive a touch from Jesus. Parents, who have truly come to know Jesus and have
experienced His touch in their lives, will also want the same for their children! These were bringing
infants, who were incapable of coming on their own and had who had no ability to really understand or
serve Christ. Dear friends, let it be known that there is no one too young to bring to Jesus! Even though
there may be those like His disciples who rebuked them for their efforts, don’t let others stand in your way
or hinder your efforts in bringing them. The very youngest will also benefit from the presence and touch
of Christ. Sometimes family members, neighbors, church members or other parts of our culture can be
quite offended by the presence of children. So, we don’t invite them to our events, they’re not included in
our worship, they are left out of our planning and consideration, and worse case – they are aborted
without even a chance at life! There are those who do not hesitate to rebuke parents for bringing their
babies to events, to worship, or even into the world!
But Jesus called the children to Him! This is His heart and nature. He loves the children! He rebuked
His disciples and said, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them…” Take special care to
notice that children and infants need to be BROUGHT to Jesus! They cannot make it on their own. Don’t
HINDER them from coming to Him! Parents can hinder their children when they don’t come to Christ
themselves. They can hinder their children when they don’t BRING them! They can hinder them when
they are embarrassed by their childish ways and behaviors! They can hinder them when they are
bothered by their distractions and need for attention! They can hinder them when they think it’s not their
responsibility to bring them to Christ and they leave it for someone else to do – if it happens at all! They
can hinder them when they wait until they are more mature before they introduce them to the things of
God. They can hinder them when they don’t model childlike humility before God. Others can hinder the
children when they behave like the disciples did here and rebuke those who bring their children to
worship and Bible study, or other places where they may experience the touch of Christ. They hinder
them when they don’t realize that the kingdom of God belongs to such as these!
Children have no good works of righteousness to offer the Lord! They have not yet become acquainted
with the Scriptures and learned all the duties of religion! They have no credentials or attainments to bring
with them for acceptance by Christ. All they have is who they are, and if they are brought to Christ – He
will receive them JUST AS THEY ARE – humble, without pretense, and dependent upon the grace and
mercy of the Savior. So must we all come this way! For, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God
like a little child will never enter it.” God’s kingdom does not grant entrance to the proud and arrogant, or
the self-righteous, and certainly not to those who believe they are entitled by their birth, race, creed or
religion. God’s kingdom belongs to the childlike, the humble – those who depend upon and trust in the
grace and mercy of Christ!






Guard your heart against self-righteousness and trusting in your own goodness!
Go humbly to the House of Prayer and worship the God of grace and glory with your children!
Confess your sin and trust that He will be faithful and just to forgive and cleanse.
Come to Christ and the kingdom of God with childlike faith and dependence.
Believe that God receives all who humble themselves and acknowledge their need for His grace.

Prayer Challenge: But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised
us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the
coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in
Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the
gift of God-- not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. – Ephesians 2:4-10

#154 – “No One Is Good – Except God Alone!”
Luke 18:18,19 - A certain ruler asked him, "Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" "Why do
you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good--except God alone.
As He often does, Jesus responds to this ruler’s question with a question of His own. Not because He
needs this man to inform Him, but perhaps because the answer to CHRIST’S QUESTION is where the
answer to the ruler’s question begins! “Why do you call me good?” Let’s consider this for a moment.
Where does your standard and concept for goodness come from? On what basis do you consider
someone or something to be GOOD? Is it all relative and comparative? Do you compare people and
make a subjective judgment of who is good and who is not, based on your own FEELINGS and
PERCEPTIONS? Is goodness determined by each individual? Is goodness decided by the majority? Is
it defined by those who have the most power and influence? WHY DO YOU CALL ANYONE GOOD?
This is a VERY GOOD question? If you ponder the significance of what it means for goodness to be
defined by the individual, the majority, or the powerful and influential, you will quickly see the flaws and
problems created in each case. And so Jesus says, “No one is good – except God alone.”
Christ’s declaration about goodness just happens to be supported by many other passages. Let me post
a few of them for your contemplation (caps emphasis is mine): (Isaiah 64:6) – “ALL OF US have become
like one who is unclean, and ALL OUR righteous acts are like filthy rags…” (Isaiah 53:6) – “WE ALL, like
sheep, have gone astray, EACH ONE OF US has turned to his own way…” Ecclesiastes 7:20 – “There is
NOT A RIGHTEOUS MAN ON EARTH who does what is right and never sins.”
(Romans 3:10-12) - "There is NO ONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; there is NO ONE who
understands, NO ONE who seeks God. ALL have turned away, they have together become worthless;
there is NO ONE who does good, NOT EVEN ONE." All of these scriptures suggest to us that goodness
must be transcendent! It ought to be defined from ABOVE, because no human individual or group of
individuals is qualified to truly make or model that definition. Jesus says, “No one is good – except God
alone!” Let us then look to God for the definition and model of goodness! GOD IS GOOD! Wait for
it…ALL THE TIME! There is not another single person whom we may truthfully conclude and say this
about!
Jesus did not deny His own goodness and qualification here, but pointed this “certain ruler” to the source
of all goodness and eternal life. In a culture that is reeling with claims of injustice and brutality, how may
we establish what is good and right? I think Jesus would remind us that “No one is good – except God
alone!” Do not make the mistake of calling someone good just because he may not be as bad as
someone else, or because he represents the majority, or because he happens to be popular, or because
he holds a position of authority, or even because he appears to have been treated unjustly! Eternal life
begins with the recognition that God alone is good – all the time, and that I AM NOT! Eternal life begins
by coming to grips with the sinful nature in the heart of every human being. We will never possess
eternal life by joining a good boys club or chumming up to those we esteem as “good.” Because, “No one
is good – except God alone!” He is the standard for defining goodness and His goodness will be our
salvation – if we’ll believe!






Guard your heart against self-righteousness and trusting in your own goodness!
Worship God who alone is good – all the time!
Believe that the God who alone is good, has so loved you that He gave His one and only Son.
Acknowledge that you are a sinner who is powerless to save yourself.
Look to the one who has paid the penalty for your sin and believe in His atoning sacrifice.

Prayer Challenge: Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,
that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life." For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. – John 3:14-17
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will
anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. – Romans 5:6-8

#155 – “You Lack One Thing”
Luke 18:20-25 - You know the commandments: `Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do
not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.'" "All these I have kept since I was a boy," he said.
When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." When he heard this, he became very
sad, because he was a man of great wealth. Jesus looked at him and said, "How hard it is for the rich to
enter the kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich
man to enter the kingdom of God."
The rich ruler had asked Jesus what he must DO to inherit eternal life. Jesus referred him back to the
commandments, to which he proudly declared that he had kept all these since he was a lad. What a
moral and upright man he must have been! He had never committed adultery, hadn’t killed anyone, didn’t
steal, didn’t lie, and he HONORED HIS PARENTS! He sounds qualified for eternal life if ever anyone
qualified! When Jesus heard his moral credentials, He said to him, “You still lack one thing.” Seriously!
This guy is a model citizen and that doesn’t qualify him for eternal life? Wow! But listen to Jesus! “Sell
everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
Just one missing part to this rich man’s quest for eternal life and Jesus sums it up by telling him to let go
of his earthly treasures, give to the poor, and then follow Him! So, if Jesus knows what He’s talking about
(AND HE DOES), all this rich man lacks is to GET RID OF what he cannot take with him, and to TAKE
HOLD OF the One who will lead him to what lasts forever and can never be taken from him!
This was not what he wanted to hear, because he was a VERY WEALTHY man! The words of Christ had
hit him below the belt. If he had to DO something to have eternal life, this did not fit into his aspirations or
plans. His accumulated wealth of money and things, and what they could do for him, meant a great deal
to him. After all, with all his wealth he could have just about everything he wanted… except ETERNAL
LIFE! “So, please, I’ll do anything. Just don’t tell me to give up my treasures!” Ah, but this was all he
lacked if he would have eternal life! Jesus looked the man straight in the eyes and said, “It’s easier for a
camel to go through eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” It’s just not an
easy thing for the wealthy to let go of their treasures! It’s hard for them to relinquish what they can’t take
with them in order to obtain what will last forever and can’t be taken from them! Can you imagine His
convicting look? And, did you notice that Jesus switched the conversation from Eternal Life to the
Kingdom of God? Eternal Life is synonymous with the Kingdom of God! If you are a subject of the King
of kings, you have eternal life! If you are a citizen of the Kingdom of God, you have eternal life! And, you
just can’t be a part of two kingdoms! You cannot serve both God and money!
Jesus directed the rich man such that when he had sold his things and given to the poor, he was to come
and follow Him! Having let go of the kingdom of mammon, he now would be subject to the King of Life!
His trust and loyalty would be moved from money and what it could do for him – and more significantly,
what it COULDN’T do for him, to Jesus and what His leadership and authority COULD DO! No longer
could he conduct himself without regard for his heavenly citizenship and identity. Now, he would be a
Christ-follower! This is the ONE THING he lacked! How about you? Are there treasures that you cannot
take with you that are more valuable than the things that will last forever? Are you ready and willing to let
these go so you can follow Christ on the path that leads to eternal life? It’s the ONE THING LACKING! It
is more significant than a strong moral character or religious affiliation! If you have this ONE THING,
you’ll have EVERYTHING!






Guard your heart against trusting in your own worldly wealth and moral character!
Surrender your life and heart to the King of Life and follow Him in discipleship!
Don’t allow any earthly thing to keep you from the Kingdom of God!
Hold on to what can never be taken away. Cling loosely to those things that do not last forever.
Share your earthly treasures with those that would most benefit from them.

Prayer Challenge: "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and
where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust
do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as
well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough
trouble of its own. – Matthew 6:19-21,33,34

#156 – “Who Then Can Be Saved?”
Luke 18:26,27 - Those who heard this asked, "Who then can be saved?" Jesus replied, "What is
impossible with men is possible with God."
“Who then can be saved?” What a great question to start the New Year! If a moral wealthy man, who
had kept the commandments from his youth, is not qualified to inherit eternal life, then who is? Jesus is
certainly the one to answer this question. His reply indicates a certain human IMPOSSIBILITY. Salvation
is not humanly attainable! No human is good enough, wise enough, powerful enough or wealthy enough
to inherit eternal life on his own merit! This answer would be a total bummer apart from Christ’s words,
“What is impossible with men IS POSSIBLE WITH GOD.” Eternal life IS POSSIBLE! With God, all things
are possible – even eternal life! And, eternal life is ONLY POSSIBLE with God! If you leave God out,
there is ABSOLUTELY NO POSSIBILITY of eternal life!
The most widely known Bible verse in the world says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16). Who then
can be saved? The POSSIBILITIES are ENDLESS – “WHOEVER!” ANYONE who believes in God’s one
and only Son shall have eternal life! BELIEVING puts God into the equation! God promises eternal life to
those who will believe in His Son, and He keeps His promises! Salvation belongs to God! “And without
faith it is IMPOSSIBLE to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and
that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.” (Hebrews 11:1). You see, WITH GOD, eternal life is
POSSIBLE! However, for that to be personalized, we must believe that God IS and that He REWARDS
those who earnestly seek Him – WITH ETERNAL LIFE!
Who then can be saved? The answer is clear – ANYONE who believes God and the Son He has sent us!
This salvation is IMPOSSIBLE with men, but is the reward of God given to those who believe! The
Apostle Paul made this point when he wrote, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and
this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.” (Ephesians 2:8,9).
In a world of atheists, skeptics, agnostics and unbelievers, we raise the question again, “Who then can be
saved?” Eternal life belongs to God! Only He can impart it to human souls! He does not give this
amazing gift to those who do not believe that He exists! To have eternal life is to be assured that God IS,
to know Him, to know His love, to know His heart and to know the revelation of His Son, Jesus Christ!
“Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have
sent.” (John 17:3). So, I wish you all a very Happy and Blessed New Year, but even more – A HAPPY
AND BLESSED ETERNITY as you put your hope and trust in God and His dear Son, our Savior, Jesus
Christ!






Trust in God who alone can give you eternal life!
Surrender your life and heart to the King of Life and really get to know Jesus!
Don’t allow any earthly thing to keep you from the Kingdom of God!
Hold on to what can never be taken away. Cling loosely to those things that do not last forever.
Get rid of any unbelief and skepticism by believing that God exists and then diligently seek Him.

Prayer Challenge: There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a
witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. He himself was not the
light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man was coming into
the world. He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize
him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- children born not of
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. – John 1:6-13
For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen
to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. – Jeremiah 29:11-13

#157 – “Leaving Everything to Follow Jesus”
Luke 18:28-30 - Peter said to him, "We have left all we had to follow you!" "I tell you the truth," Jesus said
to them, "no one who has left home or wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom
of God will fail to receive many times as much in this age and, in the age to come, eternal life."
The prospect of giving up his earthly treasures to follow Jesus had left the Rich Ruler disappointed and
saddened! That price seemed to be much greater than he was willing to pay for eternal life. However,
Peter is quick to point that he and his fellow disciples had left EVERYTHING to follow Christ! It was as if
he said, “Jesus, look at the price we paid to follow you! We left our families, our homes, our jobs, our
friends, and have forsaken every other life pursuit we could have chosen!” These THINGS are often the
very worldly riches that keep people from choosing to follow Christ. Many have sadly rejected Christ
because of their relationships, possessions, employment and status. These THINGS become more
valuable than what Christ offers, namely, His leadership through life, and eternal life in the world to come!
When it comes to counting the cost of discipleship, Jesus had taught plainly that we cannot serve BOTH
God and mammon. Sadly, our mammon can often become greater treasure than Christ. For instance,
my spouse may not be in agreement with what Christ would ask of me - whose influence will be greater?
My boss may not support the way Christ would want me to do the job - whose influence will be greater?
The culture and my peers may have totally different priorities, values and attitudes than those that Jesus
would establish in my life - whose influence will be greater? Peter says, “Lord, we have chosen you over
and above all other influences and relationships in this life!”
Jesus lets them in on a kingdom secret when He tells them that their sacrifice of all these things has been
considered long in advance! God has already put together a family plan and a reward system for those
who choose to believe and trust His Son! Jesus said, “I tell you the truth…” Our Lord spent His entire life
and ministry testifying to the truth (John 18:37). So, it’s TRUE! Those who believe His testimony and
leave home and family for the sake of God’s kingdom are promised multiplied family members in this age,
and eternal life in the age to come! This promise goes hand in hand with Matthew 6:33 where He
teaches to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be given as well!
It also goes with a declaration He made earlier in Luke’s gospel, “My mother and brothers are those who
hear God’s word and put it into practice.” (Luke 8:21). When we choose the treasures of Christ over all
other earthly treasures, we are promised kinship with all those who are akin to Christ, AND the gift of
eternal life! Truth is, if we cling to earthly treasures and reject Christ, we will end up with neither! If we
choose Christ over all other treasures, we get BOTH – in His time and in His way!
Perhaps, like me, you have proven this promise of Christ to be true. What an incredibly large faith family I
enjoy as the result of choosing to follow Jesus over every other thing that might barter for my affection,
trust and commitment. I have found that there has been no sacrifice that I may have made in following
Christ, that His sacrifice hasn’t been greater on my behalf! And, I’ve also found that His provisions for
recouping any losses I may have experienced along the way have been profoundly richer, purer and
more glorious! They have come about as a result of His love and mercy, not by my efforts or
manipulation. These are treasures I did not earn or deserve. They are amazing expressions of His love
and grace! They are the evidence of Him keeping His promise! Praise God! Such evidence gives me
confidence that He will keep all of His promises toward those that trust Him, even the promise of eternal
life! “And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the
Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you who
believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.” (1 John 5:11-13).






Take to heart the promise of eternal life through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Choose to follow Jesus over every other earthly treasure that would clamor for your heart!
Don’t allow any earthly thing to keep you from the Kingdom of God!
Hold on to what can never be taken away. Cling loosely to those things that do not last forever.
Trust Christ’s promise of family and life eternal when we forsake everything to follow Him!

Prayer Challenge: "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where
thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. "The eye is the
lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eyes are bad, your whole body
will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! "No one can serve two
masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve both God and Money. – Matthew 6:19-24

#158 – Jesus Predicts the Fulfillment of Prophecy
Luke 18:31-34 - Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, "We are going up to Jerusalem, and
everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. He will be handed over to
the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him, spit on him, flog him and kill him. On the third day he will rise
again." The disciples did not understand any of this. Its meaning was hidden from them, and they did not
know what he was talking about.
The inner circle of disciples is given some inside information. The next stop in their itinerary is Jerusalem.
Everything that the prophets wrote about the Christ will be fulfilled – especially regarding His suffering!
The time was at hand when He will be given over to Gentile authority. They will treat Him with disdain
and contempt. Mocking, insult, spitting, flogging and murder are on the list of experiences awaiting Christ
in Jerusalem on this His final visit there. Along with highlighting these prophecies of rejection, suffering
and sorrow, Jesus also lists the upside of all this declaring that He would be raised again on the third day!
His description of what He will be walking into, immediately takes the Bible scholar to passages like
Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22.
However, the disciples were totally confused by this inside information that had been given to them. By
now, they are fully persuaded that Jesus is the Christ. It is reasonable to believe that they, like many
others, had been indoctrinated with the passages that referenced the glory of the Messiah, like Isaiah 7, 9
and 61 and Zechariah 9. Most Jews seemed quite aware of the scriptures that predicted that the Christ
was to be born of a virgin from the lineage of David, that He would be a king and priest in the order of
Melchizedek, that He would be the great Deliverer and would be called Immanuel. However, there
seemed to be a pretty widespread ignorance or neglect of the passages that spoke of His disgrace,
suffering, death and resurrection. The disciples didn’t understand, probably because this announcement
totally shattered their preconceived notions about Messiah. It would have been just as perplexing to them
as for believes today who have been influenced only by passages that promote God’s blessings. If they
were to hear Christ say, “You are going to suffer persecution, rejection, scorn, hatred, resentment,
imprisonment and loss for My sake,” they too would be confused. That’s not what they signed up for!
The meaning of Christ’s words was hidden from the disciples and they had no clue what He was talking
about. In just a brief number of days, two of these disciples would be walking on the road to Emmaus
feeling pretty depressed because these words of Christ had been fulfilled before their eyes! He had been
scorned, scourged, spat upon, mocked and killed. Now there was word that He was risen. While they
were walking Jesus began to walk with them, but He was hidden from their recognition – they had no clue
who He was. He admonished them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” Then,
starting with Moses and all the Prophets, He explained to them what all those Scriptures had to say about
himself – the Messiah! It wasn’t going to be too long before the eyes of their understanding were opened
and all this was going to make perfect sense. The Prophets had written it all down and Jesus had
predicted it, but it took the actual fulfilling and subsequent explanation of Christ to bring enlightenment.






Take notice of ALL the prophecies concerning the Christ, both of His glory and His suffering!
Worship the One who was despised and rejected, who suffered and died to atone for our sins!
Don’t be confused by Christ’s suffering. Understand how it pleased God and brought salvation.
Recognize that those who identify with Christ will also suffer in similar ways.
Believe that our present sufferings are nothing in comparison with the glory that awaits us!

Prayer Challenge: Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same
attitude, because he who has suffered in his body is done with sin. As a result, he does not live the rest of
his earthly life for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God. Dear friends, do not be surprised at
the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice that
you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If you
are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on
you. If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a
meddler. However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that
name. So then, those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves to their faithful
Creator and continue to do good. – 1 Peter 4:1,2,12-16,19

#159 – “Jesus Passed By”
Luke 18:35-43 - As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. When he
heard the crowd going by, he asked what was happening. They told him, "Jesus of Nazareth is passing
by." He called out, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" Those who led the way rebuked him and
told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" Jesus stopped and
ordered the man to be brought to him. When he came near, Jesus asked him, "What do you want me to
do for you?" "Lord, I want to see," he replied. Jesus said to him, "Receive your sight; your faith has healed
you." Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw it,
they also praised God.
When our two oldest boys were about 3 and 4 years old, my wife, Cindy, used this lesson in a children’s
sermon. Later that night after they had gone to bed, she overheard the oldest one telling his brother,
“You know that story about the blind guy that sat by the side of the road? That was really dumb! He
shouldn’t have done that. You don’t sit by the road if you’re blind! That’s really dumb!” I still smile at that
memory. Well, the roadside is the walkway of life where the most people would have passed by, and this
blind man had stationed himself there hoping to find a good number of folks who would take pity on him
as he begged for a living. It so happened, that he found himself in the right place at the right time, for at
this very instant Jesus was passing by! He seized the moment and began to call out, hoping that Christ
would hear him, “Jesus, Son of David have mercy on me!” Sadly, those in the front of the crowd tried to
shush him, as if he was a nuisance and an embarrassment. But he would not let them deter him and he
shouted all the louder! “Son of David” was an acknowledgement that he believed that Jesus was the
Christ. His plea for mercy was an acknowledgment that he was needy and that he believed that Jesus
could meet that need.
Jesus STOPPED! Just like God stops when we come to Him in Jesus’ name and plead for mercy! These
are prayers that get His attention! He ORDERED! In the same way that He ordered His disciples to allow
the little children to come to Him, He commanded that this man be brought to Him! No one was to hinder
him or get in the way of this blind man coming to Jesus! When they were connected, Jesus asked the allimportant question, “What do you want me to do for you?” Wow! Christ gives this man His undivided
attention and demonstrates that He really desires to know what this man wants Him to do for him
personally. What a Savior! What would you have answered? The blind man said, “Lord, I want to see.”
He didn’t say, “I want a good job, or I’d like lots of money, or, I’d like to be famous and popular.” He said,
“I want to see.” In 2 Chronicles 1:7, God gave Solomon the same opportunity to ask Him for whatever He
wanted. Solomon asked for sight too – INSIGHT! He asked God to give him wisdom and knowledge to
lead and govern His people. He didn’t ask for long life, riches, honor or the death of his enemies. He
asked for something far more important! Oh that we all would want true SIGHT, vision that enables us to
see and understand things from God’s vantage point, so that we may righteously lead and govern the
people in our lives that we are responsible for.
“Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.” The blind man really believed that Jesus had power,
ability and compassion that could give him sight. His faith was not disappointed. His faith was
immediately rewarded and he received his sight! No longer blind, He could see Jesus clearly and he
used his sight to follow Jesus! This relationship began with him using his ears, hearing that Jesus was
passing by. Now he can also use his eyes to see where Jesus is leading and his feet to follow Him, but
we also should note that he uses his voice to praise God for his amazing grace and mercy! All these
things inspired those who had witnessed his transformation to praise God as well!






Believe that God hears our cries for mercy!
Call out to the One who has the compassion and power to meet you at the point of your need!
Really believe that what you believe about Christ is really real.
Hear His affirmation of your faith and receive sight that lets you see Jesus and follow Him.
Don’t forget to praise God for His touch and the transformation in your life!

Prayer Challenge: Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as
we are--yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. - Hebrews 4:14-16

#160 – “A Son of Abraham – A SHORT Story”
Luke 19:1-10 - Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a
short man he could not, because of the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see
him, since Jesus was coming that way. When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him,
"Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today." So he came down at once and
welcomed him gladly. All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest of a
`sinner.' " But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my
possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the
amount." Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of
Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."
Zacchaeus was one of those guys who had forsaken his religious roots in lieu of a financially lucrative job
in the world – collecting taxes! He had gained significant wealth and position by taking money from
Abraham’s descendants to support Rome. For this reason, and not just because he was short in stature,
he was LOOKED DOWN ON by his fellow Jews. This account demonstrates that Jesus does not look
down on (or over) religious dropouts! I believe Jesus knew that Zacchaeus wanted to see who He was,
that’s why He passed through Jericho – just for Zacchaeus! Too many BIG people created a problem for
him though and his desires came up SHORT! One of the BIG reasons people don’t get a very good
glimpse of Jesus in our culture today is because those who are religious block their view! That wasn’t
going to stop this vertically challenged man! Zacchaeus “sized up” the direction Jesus was headed in,
spotted a sycamore tree that could serve his purposes, and he ran ahead and climbed it SHORTLY
before the rest of the crowd arrived with Jesus! Imagine his surprise when Jesus stopped SHORT at that
very spot, looked up and called him by name – ZACCHAEUS! How did He know his name? Like
Nathanael, Jesus saw him and knew him long before they met!
“I must stay at your house today.” Zacchaeus was both called and chosen by Jesus! A man that all the
rest of the religious community had rejected was selected to be the host to the Messiah! Zach was more
than eager to welcome this opportunity with the King! For the moment, he was the BIGGEST man
around! Jesus desired to stay at HIS house! Then, the crowd began to mutter about him being a “sinner”
and Jesus going to be the guest of someone with such SMALL religious qualifications. But Zacchaeus
grew at least 2 feet in this moment and stood taller than all of them as he declared before the Lord, “Here
and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody, I will pay back four
times the amount.” Sincere and honest repentance will make a BIG MAN out of the lowest sinner!
Zacchaeus confessed his sin. He agreed that Jesus was right and he was wrong! He repented and
made immediate steps to correct his past behaviors and set the record straight!
“Today salvation has come to this house, Zacchaeus, too, is a son of Abraham!” Abraham was the father
of all true Jews! Jesus taught that a true Jew was one who believed God like Abraham did! He spoke
plainly and harshly against those who called themselves Jews because they were descendants of
Abraham but did not do what Abraham would have done! On this occasion, Zacchaeus did exactly what
Abraham would have done – he believed in, welcomed, obeyed and honored Jesus! Zacchaeus became
a true son of Abraham on that day! Before that he was a lost man, separated from God and from His
people. Today, he was found! “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”






Don’t let other people crowd Jesus out of your life!
Run ahead of them, get to church early and sit up where you can see and hear from Jesus!
Don’t hesitate to welcome Him into your life and your home when He calls your name.
Sincerely confess and repent of your sin and those practices that have grieved God.
Start demonstrating your relationship with Christ as you make restitution and life changes!

Prayer Challenge: Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in
the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering
produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because
God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. You see, at just the right time,
when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for
a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us. – Romans 5:1-8

#161 – “A Parable to Clear Up Mistaken Thinking”
Luke 19:11-13 - While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near
Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. He said: "A man
of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to return. So he called ten
of his servants and gave them ten minas. `Put this money to work,' he said, `until I come back.'
The people, including Christ’s disciples, had a mistaken notion about the appearing of God’s kingdom,
that’s why Jesus told this parable. The Pharisees expected the kingdom to appear by the coming of a
royal prince or potentate. The disciples thought that Jesus would use His miracle working power, wisdom
and authority to introduce the kingdom. They believed that Jerusalem would be the center of His
kingdom, and because He was now near to Jerusalem, they concluded that He would soon establish His
throne there! We may honestly say that, even those who follow Jesus closely are subject to mistaken
thinking concerning the kingdom of Christ. The most sincere Christians can form some incorrect notions
of the kingdom and misinterpret the Scriptures. Let’s be careful about conclusions and doctrines that are
not clearly spelled out in the Bible!
Jesus checks their mistaken notion that He will shortly demonstrate His glory and establish His throne. In
this parable He lets them know that He will not publicly be appointed king for quite some time. He is the
man of noble birth, and, by birth He is entitled to the kingdom, but He must first go to “a distant country.”
Jesus must first go to heaven and await the time appointed by the Father. Christ Jesus must go to
heaven and sit down at the right hand of the Father. In the meantime, the Spirit and the gifts would be
poured out for the establishment of His kingdom on earth. The Church was to be set up and expanded to
the Gentiles, and we are now awaiting that grand and glorious occasion of His return in glory and power
to receive His kingdom. What they thought was going to immediately appear, will not appear until “this
same Jesus who is taken away from you into heaven shall come back in the same way you have seen
Him taken into heaven.” – Acts 1:11.
These followers of Christ were expecting to be made princes and judges with superior advantage over the
community and culture. But Jesus teaches them instead that He expects them to be business men! He
will provide startup resources that they may employ and invest in ways that serve Him and the interests of
His kingdom. Any dreams of governmental power, comfort and ease they may have had are here
replaced with a sobering sense of an important work to do! Before His departure He gives them each
about three months of wages with which to launch into this great work. The mina they receive depicts the
gifts which Christ’s apostles were given and the authority of Truth and Grace in the Gospel they would be
empowered with. These are given, of course, to serve Christ’s interests in the world – not their own! This
startup investment does not represent vast amounts of wealth, but rather quite a humble source with
which to advance the cause of the Master. He gave to them, not to buy expensive cars, or clothes, or
electronic equipment, but with this charge – “Put this money to work until I come back.” Go work! Go
trade! Make no mistake – there is a work to be done before Christ returns to receive His kingdom! This is
not the time to expect wealth and prosperity or escape from the world systems. Nor is it a time for ease
and squandering what our Lord has entrusted to us! Let this parable speak plainly!






Pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven!
Bring an offering and give to God the praise, worship and honor that is due Him!
Put the Lord’s money (talents/gifts) to work until He comes back.
Ask God to clear up and correct any mistaken thinking you may have about His kingdom.
Expect that you will be giving an account of how you invested the Lord’s gifts in your life.

Prayer Challenge: His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of
him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious
promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world
caused by evil desires. For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness,
knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to
godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing
measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But
if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past
sins. Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things,
you will never fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. –
2 Peter 1:3-11

#162 – “We Don’t Want This Man to Be Our King”
Luke 19:14,15 - "But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, `We don't want this
man to be our king.' "He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants to
whom he had given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it.
This man of noble birth has left on a journey to a distant country where he is to be appointed as king. In
the meantime, he has left his servants in charge of the kingdom interests, and he has given them each
resources which are to be invested on his behalf. BUT, hatred is in the air! This royal heir to the throne is
NOT WANTED! He was despised and his subjects rejected the thought of having him as their king. So,
they sent representatives to communicate their opinion and register their vote with the powers that be.
Their efforts were of no avail. He was made king ANYWAY, and returned home where he took an
accounting of those servants whom he had given money. Jesus is obviously referring to Himself in this
parable. This is about HIS kingship, HIS subjects and HIS servants. His royal birth is unrivaled in that He
is the ONLY BEGOTTEN SON of the KING OF THE UNIVERSE! His genetics are eternal and He
embodies the holiness, righteousness, love, goodness, truth and grace of His Father! As such, the entire
creation is subject to Him! It seems natural that such a one should be revered and adored by His
subjects! BUT, they HATED Him! They seized Him, falsely accused Him, beat Him, whipped Him,
mocked Him and nailed Him to a cross, all the while saying, “We have no king but Caesar!” WE DON’T
WANT THIS MAN TO BE OUR KING!
“He WAS MADE KING, however!” No matter your opinions or feelings about Christ Jesus, if you hate
Him, despise Him and reject Him, He’s still the King of kings and Lord of lords! Your vote is overruled and
you are still going to be subject and accountable to His rule! Our politically correct world HATES JESUS!
Our sinful nature HATES JESUS! Our arrogant selfish pride and independent controlling spirit HATES
JESUS! No matter how loudly we complain, resist, stomp our feet, throw ourselves on the ground, shake
our fist, resist His commands and curse His Name, HE’S STILL KING! NO ONE CAN EVER TAKE HIS
THRONE AWAY! One day He will send for each one of us and we shall all stand before Him and give an
accounting!
You can be sure that He will find out what we have GAINED with what He has given to us! He expects a
greater return for His investment! He gave so that we might gain something MORE! He has invested
TRUTH, GRACE and SACRIFICIAL LOVE in all of His servants! We have all received MERCY and
FORGIVENESS! He has given us His HOLY WORD and HIS HOLY SPIRIT! He has invested
SPIRITUAL GIFTS in every servant! Are you gaining something more by the way you employ and
reinvest these treasures? Are you faithfully investing in others as Christ has invested in you? What will
you report to Him on the day of accounting?






Pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven!
Recognize and worship the Lordship of Jesus Christ, who reigns forever!
Reinvest the Truth, Grace and Holy Love that you have found in Christ Jesus!
Give thanks for His mercy and forgiveness and let that grow as you extend it to others.
Use the full resources of the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit and each of the Spiritual Gifts you’ve
received; and study to know how to employ them effectively.

Prayer Challenge: For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. If we live,
we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.
For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the
living. You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother? For we will
all stand before God's judgment seat. It is written: " `As surely as I live,' says the Lord, `every knee will
bow before me; every tongue will confess to God.' " So then, each of us will give an account of himself to
God. – Romans 14:7-12

#163 – “Unto Him That Hath Shall More Be Given”
Luke 19:16-27 - "The first one came and said, `Sir, your mina has earned ten more.' " `Well done, my good servant!'
his master replied. `Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.' "The second
came and said, `Sir, your mina has earned five more.' "His master answered, `You take charge of five cities.' "Then
another servant came and said, `Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a piece of cloth. I was afraid of you,
because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and reap what you did not sow.' "His master
replied, `I will judge you by your own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out
what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow? Why then didn't you put my money on deposit, so that when I
came back, I could have collected it with interest?' "Then he said to those standing by, `Take his mina away from him
and give it to the one who has ten minas.' " `Sir,' they said, `he already has ten!' "He replied, `I tell you that to
everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what he has will be taken away. But
those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them--bring them here and kill them in front of me.' "

My college Track coach often quoted this passage in relation to the productivity and success of our
training and competition. “Unto him that hath shall more be given.” Those who were faithful and diligent
in their training and gave their best in competing were sure to reap the benefits and rewards! Those who
were slothful and dispassionate would be recognized for their lack of diligence and training on the day of
competition. In the Kingdom of God, Christ makes investments in people with the expectation that they
will conscientiously reinvest and put to work those resources in order to build and care for the interests of
His kingdom. This parable teaches us that all of those investments must be accounted for and there will
be a day of accountability. It gives us examples of three different kinds of servants: one that was highly
trustworthy, skilled and productive in serving his master; another one that was pretty decent but only half
as productive; and yet another who was totally inconsiderate of his master’s expectations and was
completely negligent and unproductive. Jesus illustrates the Kingdom principle that servants of God will
be rewarded for their faithful and trustworthy labor in the service of the King, and that those servants who
prove to be UNfaithful and UNproductive will LOSE their inheritance and their reward.
It takes a devoted, diligent, passionate, faithful servant to produce TEN TIMES the amount invested in
him. It takes a devoted, diligent and faithful servant to produce FIVE times the amount invested in him. It
takes a wicked slothful servant to do NOTHING with the amount invested in him! A just king will be sure
to properly reward each according to their service and production. The king did NOT give greater
responsibility and honor to the servant that did nothing with his trust. Such honor is reserved for those
who have a proven track record of trustworthiness and productivity. This principle of merited reward and
punishment flies in the face of much of our current cultural practices and standards. Many times those
who have taken their responsibility to heart, have labored hard and faithfully, end up losing their reward,
which is redistributed to others who have buried their own abilities and resources. We are all accountable
to the King of kings for our potential and the productive use of our lives. What will be revealed and
rewarded when we stand before this just King?
“Everyone who has will be given more,” but the one who has nothing to show for his investment will lose
even what he has. This will be a sad day of great loss for those who have not taken serving God
seriously in this life. Not only this - but those who are ENEMIES of Christ, and have demonstrated that
they don’t want Him to be their king in this life, will experience even GREATER LOSS! “Bring them here
and kill them in front of me.” This is a very sobering word and should provide some incentive for
repentance and new productivity in the service of the King!






Pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven!
Recognize and worship the Lordship of Jesus Christ, who reigns forever!
Reinvest the Truth, Grace and Holy Love that you have found in Christ Jesus!
Give thanks for His mercy and forgiveness and let that grow as you extend it to others.
Use the full resources of the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit and each of the Spiritual Gifts you’ve received; and
study to know how to employ them effectively.

Prayer Challenge: For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. If we live, we live to the
Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. For this very reason, Christ
died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living. You, then, why do you judge
your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God's judgment seat. It is
written: " `As surely as I live,' says the Lord, `every knee will bow before me; every tongue will confess to God.' " So
then, each of us will give an account of himself to God. – Romans 14:7-12

#164 – “The Lord Needs It”
Luke 19:28-34 - After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. As he approached
Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them,
"Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever
ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, `Why are you untying it?' tell him, `The Lord needs
it.' " Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. As they were untying the
colt, its owners asked them, "Why are you untying the colt?" They replied, "The Lord needs it."
After Jesus had spoken about the man of royal birth who was going away to a distant land to be made
king, and how he had distributed resources to his servants, Jesus “went on ahead, going up to
Jerusalem.” The Man of royal birth was about to begin His long journey toward coronation. Jerusalem
was waiting! Soon the city would receive Him and hail Him as king, but then would crown Him with
thorns. What awaited Him in Jerusalem would be a LONG JOURNEY! This journey would lead to the
cross, the grave and the skies! At Jerusalem He will prove His worthiness to be crowned King. But, on
the way, He would need a colt, the foal of a donkey.
Jesus directed two of His disciples to where they would find such an animal and told them to bring it back.
If they were questioned as to what they were doing they were to reply, “The Lord needs it.” THE LORD
NEEDS A COLT THAT HAS NEVER BEEN RIDDEN? I happen to own a young donkey, and I know that
he’s not about to let anyone ride him. He can be stubborn enough just to lead around! The Lord needs it
– to demonstrate His Lordship over unbroken creatures as well. The Lord needs it – to ride into
Jerusalem as the King of PEACE. The Lord needs it – because even a donkey can be used in the
service of the King! How many of us were unbroken donkeys before Christ sent someone into our lives to
let us know that the Lord says, “I have need of you!”
“Untie it and bring it here.” The colt could not be employed in the Lord’s service while it remained
tethered. It needed to be untethered and brought to Him! Okay donkeys! What has you tethered? What
are you tied down to that is so binding that you are not free to be put into the Lord’s service? Allow me to
be one of those disciples who have come into your life to untie you and bring you to Christ. You may be
bound to other people and things right now, but I’m here to tell you (if anyone should ask), “The Lord Has
Need of YOU!” He needs you so that He may demonstrate His Lordship and power in the life of an
unbroken sinful human! He needs you – to impart His peace, which is very different from the peace that
the world gives! He needs you – because even a stubborn, independent, untrained donkey can be used
in the service of the King! So, come with me to Jesus! You’ll be amazed at what will happen next!






Welcome those who would release you from your sinful bonds and bring you to Jesus!
Understand that if the Lord can use an untrained, unbroken donkey – He can surely use you!
Recognize the things that have you tethered and tied down in ways that keep you from Christ!
Ask yourself, “Is there anything more important to be tied to than serving the Lord?”
Realize that the Lord NEEDS YOU! There is not another YOU in all the world and only YOU can
serve His purposes in the manner and place that He has planned for you.

Prayer Challenge: We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying,
let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is
encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is
leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. Love must be sincere.
Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another
above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.
– Romans 12:6-13

#165 – Rebuking Those Who Publicly Give Praise to Jesus
Luke 19:35-40 - They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. As he went
along, people spread their cloaks on the road. When he came near the place where the road goes down
the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the
miracles they had seen: "Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Peace in heaven and
glory in the highest!" Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, rebuke your disciples!"
"I tell you," he replied, "if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out."
This is Luke’s account of Jesus’s royal entry into Jerusalem. In this moment of time the people
enthusiastically exalt Jesus as the Christ, “the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” All of their
actions indicate that they believe the time of His inauguration is at hand! They seated Him on the donkey,
paved the road with their outer garments and raised their voices in loud and joyful praise to God for all the
evidence of His compassion and power they had seen displayed in Jesus! Their Messianic cheers and
pronouncements echoed down the Mount and through the valley…, and offended the Pharisees. These
public declarations of faith in Jesus that exalted Him to this most superior position got under their skin.
After all, it’s just not politically correct to exalt Jesus above all other religious beliefs and persuasions. So
they directed Jesus Himself to rebuke those who were so vocal with their faith. “Tell your followers to
keep their faith private and be quiet in public places!”
“I tell YOU!” How does Jesus handle this admonishment from the Pharisees? He has no words for His
disciples here. His only words are for the SPEECH POLICE! “I tell YOU!” They wanted Him to rebuke
His followers and instruct them to keep quiet! “Use your authority over your followers to teach them the
impropriety of their public displays of worship and praise.” “You need to stop them before everyone starts
thinking that You are superior to all other religious leaders and equal to God!” After all, we can’t have
people going around declaring that Jesus is more popular than the “Beetles,” more exalted than
Mohammed, or more significant than the Chief Priests and rulers in the Temple! “I tell YOU!” Let the
SPEECH POLICE listen and learn a lesson about what is happening here. The King of Creation is about
to lecture them in GEOLOGY!
“If they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” This was a day for praise to the King! God’s plan of
redemption was unfolding rapidly and it was imperative that His Son be recognized and honored on this
occasion. The never-before-ridden donkey recognized its Creator and carried Him with honor into
Jerusalem. For the moment, people lauded His attributes and qualifications as Messiah. It was right that
He should receive this public praise and worship, and if people didn’t step up then the stones would! In
fact, just a few days later, the King of the Jews would be rejected and despised by men. The praises and
accolades would be absent from human voices, but the stones and rocks would send a clear message!
Matthew 27:51 – “At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth
shook and the rocks split.” When the Roman guards at the cross witnessed these things, they declared,
“Surely he was the Son of God.” The stones prompted public recognition and honor of Christ Jesus in
spite of all the efforts of the SPEECH POLICE to shut it down. One day, EVERY knee will bow and
EVERY tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord!






Recognize that the King of Glory is worthy of public acknowledgement and praise!
Gather with other followers of Christ and vocalize your praise to God for the Savior!
Don’t wait for the stones to cry out – let the world know that you honor Christ Jesus!
Don’t wait for the day when every knee shall bow. Do it now!
Don’t wait for the day when every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord. Do it now!

Prayer Challenge: Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: "Rulers and elders of the people! If we are
being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked how he was healed, then know
this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God
raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. He is " `the stone you builders rejected, which has
become the capstone.' Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by
which we must be saved." When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled,
ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.
Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter
and John replied, "Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you rather than God. For we cannot
help speaking about what we have seen and heard."– Acts 4:8-13,18-20

#166 – Jesus Wept For Those Blind To God’s Revelation
Luke 19:41-48 - As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, "If you, even
you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace--but now it is hidden from your eyes. The
days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and
hem you in on every side. They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They
will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you."
Then he entered the temple area and began driving out those who were selling. "It is written," he said to
them, " `My house will be a house of prayer'; but you have made it `a den of robbers.'" Every day he was
teaching at the temple. But the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the leaders among the people
were trying to kill him. Yet they could not find any way to do it, because all the people hung on his words.
We have here another glimpse into the heart of Christ Jesus. The hearts and minds of sinful humans
may become so deceived and blinded that we are not able to recognize or acknowledge the presence
and work of our Creator! Jerusalem was a city full of people who fit this description. Jesus had come as
a witness to the truth, to open the eyes of the blind, to heal the broken hearted, to set the captives free, to
seek and to save the lost, to destroy the work of the devil, and to save us from our sins! His life and
ministry radiated compassion, truth, grace and miraculous works unmatched by any other person in the
history of the world. He came to His own, with all this love and care, but His own did not receive Him!
The knowledge of their Creator was hidden from their recognition. What more could He have done?
What more could He have said that would have opened the eyes of their understanding? He had done
EVERYTHING, yet those who professed to be wise and understanding were still blind in their ignorance
and unbelief! JESUS WEPT for them and all others like them!
Why did He weep? Jesus knows that we have an enemy who will destroy us! All of His desire has been
to deliver us from evil, yet our blindness to what will really bring us peace and salvation keeps His
identity, power and purpose hidden from our eyes! He wept because He knew that what people tend to
trust and believe in will not provide the peace and safety that will keep them from the destructive
onslaught of our enemies. Things may seem just dandy right now, but the days are coming when your
enemies will hem you in on every side, pin you down and crush you! They will not leave you with
anything that resembles peace, security, joy or fulfillment – because you did not recognize the time of
God’s coming to you! Your enemy will destroy you because you did not acknowledge and trust God’s
perfect plan and person for your salvation – that’s why He wept!
Then He entered the place of worship, the Temple, and there He passionately rebuked and drove out
those who should have been helping people to recognize the presence of God in their midst, but they
were intent on temporal and financial prosperity. Had the church been doing its job, people would have
been more recognizing of God’s presence and peace as revealed in Christ Jesus! If the church had not
become just another business institution that fleeced the flock, it might have been what God intended it to
be – a House of Prayer for all people! For this reason, Jesus also wept! But His weeping had moved
Him to action that brought judgment, rebuke and cleansing of the Temple! Having driven out the money
changers and the sellers, He set up class and began to teach in their place every day! This made it hard
for His enemies to kill Him, because “people hung on His words.” There are still many of us who HANG
on His words! We recognize the person, presence and power of God in those words! He wept for our
enlightenment! He drove out those influences that hindered that recognition, and now He has set up
class in our lives every day! We recognize our Creator and Savior and cherish His every Word!






Recognize God’s presence in Christ and your opportunity for peace and life eternal!
Find awe and wonder in God’s care and compassion for you, so deep that He would weep!
Recognize that God isn’t your enemy, but you do have one that He desires to save you from!
Let Christ cleanse your life of those influences that hinder you from recognizing Him!
Hold onto EVERY WORD that comes from the mouth of God!

Prayer Challenge: He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not
recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who
received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- children
born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. The Word
became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. - John 1:10-14

#167 – Who Gave Jesus His Authority?
Luke 20:1-8 - One day as he was teaching the people in the temple courts and preaching the gospel, the
chief priests and the teachers of the law, together with the elders, came up to him. "Tell us by what
authority you are doing these things," they said. "Who gave you this authority?" He replied, "I will also ask
you a question. Tell me, John's baptism--was it from heaven, or from men?" They discussed it among
themselves and said, "If we say, `From heaven,' he will ask, `Why didn't you believe him?' But if we say,
`From men,' all the people will stone us, because they are persuaded that John was a prophet." So they
answered, "We don't know where it was from." Jesus said, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I am
doing these things."
This question of Christ’s authority is recorded in ALL FOUR GOSPELS. That should tell us that this was
a pretty important issue and one that we all should take special note of. These Gospel records declare
that Jesus taught with authority and not as the Pharisees. We know that the chief priests, the teachers of
the law and the elders held great animosity toward Jesus and it had grown to the point where they now
confronted Him with the question, “WHO MADE YOU THE BOSS?” “Where did you get the authority to
do what you are doing?” Now, authority is the power or right to command, give orders, pass judgment
and tell it like it is! Authority is connected with ownership, experience and position. Those who create
and invent are the authors of their creations and inventions, and therefore have rightful authority over
their use and function. The Pharisees did not have the same authority as Christ Jesus because they DID
NOT write the book on truth and righteousness! The chief priests WERE NOT the creators of the world,
and, the elders WERE NOT the authors of life!
Once again Jesus answers their question with a question of His own. “Was John’s baptism from heaven,
or from men?” “Did John get his authority to preach and baptize from God or was he trained, appointed
and authorized by men?” “Was John called of God or elected by people?” This question put the
Pharisees in the same difficult place as people today who have to decide about the authority of Jesus! If
they responded to His question that it was from heaven then they condemned themselves, because they
hadn’t believed John, repented and received baptism. On the other hand, if they were to say that John’s
baptism was secular and a religious appointment of men, then they feared all the people who were totally
persuaded that John was a prophet appointed by God! So, they resorted to a non-answer, “We don’t
know where it was from.” Their answer demonstrated that they were incapable of or resistant to
examining the evidence and making a sincere judgment based upon the plethora of information and facts
available to them. Thus they identified themselves as intentionally ignorant, biased and rebellious,
unwilling to be openly honest. So, Jesus said, “Then I’m not going to answer your question either.”
If Jesus had told them plainly where His authority came from, would that have changed their hearts and
minds about Him? NO! They seldom asked Jesus a question without the agenda of finding a reason to
reject Him and destroy both Him and His influence. If they had known God the Father, they would have
recognized His Son! If they had sincerely examined what Jesus taught and considered the miraculous
and merciful signs that He had done, they would have known, without any doubt, who He was! Do you
really and honestly wonder where the authority of Jesus came from? YOU CAN’T BE SERIOUS! If you
persist in raising the question without an honest examination of the evidence, then you will never ever get
your answer in this life! You WILL, however, on the day when your Creator calls you to account for your
life and your soul!






Don’t question Christ’s authority unless you’re ready to sincerely look at the facts and records.
Embrace the authority of Christ by honoring His teaching and His commands!
Recognize the authority of the Creator who became flesh and dwelt among us!
Don’t make the mistake of the Pharisees who were unwilling to acknowledge the plain truth.
Remember that we will all be accountable to our Creator for how we received Christ’s authority.

Prayer Challenge: He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not
recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who
received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- children
born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. The Word
became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. - John 1:10-14

#168 – The Stone The Builders Rejected
Luke 20:9-18 - He went on to tell the people this parable: "A man planted a vineyard, rented it to some
farmers and went away for a long time. At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants so they would
give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. He
sent another servant, but that one also they beat and treated shamefully and sent away empty-handed.
He sent still a third, and they wounded him and threw him out. "Then the owner of the vineyard said,
`What shall I do? I will send my son, whom I love; perhaps they will respect him.' "But when the tenants
saw him, they talked the matter over. `This is the heir,' they said. `Let's kill him, and the inheritance will be
ours.' So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. "What then will the owner of the vineyard do to
them? He will come and kill those tenants and give the vineyard to others." When the people heard this,
they said, "May this never be!" Jesus looked directly at them and asked, "Then what is the meaning of
that which is written: " `The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone'? Everyone who falls on
that stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed."
It’s hard to miss the meaning behind this parable. Israel is the vineyard God had planted. God sent His
prophets to call them to bring all the tithes into the storehouse, but they beat and stoned these servants of
God. As tenants they refused to keep their contract and covenant with the Owner. So now, God has sent
His Son, whom He loves, saying, “Perhaps they will respect Him!” But these farmer tenants have already
decided to kill the Son! His authority has cramped their style and they are determined not to submit to His
rule. They are intent on establishing their own authority and rule. “So, they threw Him out of the vineyard
and killed Him!” With the Son of God out of the way, they are free to make their own rules, run their own
show and do their own thing! This is the thinking of all rebels toward God!
“What then will the Owner of the vineyard do to them?” Although they have stoned the prophets and
killed the Son, they have not killed God! GOD IS NOT DEAD! God still has the final authority! What will
He do? “He will come and kill those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” Judgment will fall on those
who have not been honorable tenants in their treatment of God’s messengers and their rejection of His
Son. Don’t make the foolish mistake of thinking that, if you reject God’s preachers and kill the influence
and authority of His Son in your life, you will be free to establish your own rules and run your own show.
God’s not dead, and there will be a day of reckoning! The proud and rebellious will be destroyed and the
meek will inherit the kingdom!
There are those that will declare, “May this never be!” “It would be a horrid thing to lose my position, my
control and be displaced by these ‘inferiors.’” “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone.”
One day every eye shall see Him, every knee will bow to His authority, and every tongue will confess that
He is LORD! Those who are confronted with Christ, stumble over His authority, and reject His rule will be
broken! His very words will break them! Those who hate the Lord Jesus and align themselves with His
murderers will be crushed by this Stone that is most superior! They will be ground to pieces and all of
their perceived power, ego and self-assurance will be utterly destroyed – not to mention the judgment
against their eternal souls!






Don’t be deceived into thinking that you can get away with rejecting God’s authority.
Embrace the authority of Christ by honoring and obeying His teaching and His commands!
Although He may be invisible for a long time, don’t be fooled into thinking that God is dead!
God will judge those who mistreat His servants and reject His Son!
Remember that man’s rebellion & rejection of the capstone will be broken crushed and ground to pieces!

Prayer Challenge: As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him-you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious
cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame." Now to you who believe, this stone is
precious. But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone," and, "A stone
that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the message-which is also what they were destined for. But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you
have received mercy. – 1 Peter 2:4-10

#169 – He Saw Through Their Duplicity
Luke 20:19-26 - The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest him immediately,
because they knew he had spoken this parable against them. But they were afraid of the people. Keeping
a close watch on him, they sent spies, who pretended to be honest. They hoped to catch Jesus in
something he said so that they might hand him over to the power and authority of the governor. So the
spies questioned him: "Teacher, we know that you speak and teach what is right, and that you do not
show partiality but teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. Is it right for us to pay taxes to
Caesar or not?" He saw through their duplicity and said to them, "Show me a denarius. Whose portrait
and inscription are on it?" "Caesar's," they replied. He said to them, "Then give to Caesar what is
Caesar's, and to God what is God's." They were unable to trap him in what he had said there in public.
And astonished by his answer, they became silent.
1 Samuel 16 lets us know that, while man looks on the outward, GOD LOOKS ON THE HEART. God
always knows our motives! Christ Jesus knows true sincerity and always sees through hypocritical
cunning and deception. No matter how pretentious or skilled people may be in their duplicity, Christ
cannot be fooled. He knows the intentions of our hearts! So, these spies for the enemy sought to catch
Jesus in some sort of faux pas with the intent to ruin Him. They began with flattery and then slipped in a
slick question: “Is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” If Jesus answered that it was NOT right,
they would use it against Him with the Roman government. If He answered that it WAS right, they would
use it against Him as being disloyal to the Jews and their faith. They were not prepared for His object
lesson and a question in return. “Show me a denarius. Whose portrait and inscription are on it?” It
wasn’t a trick question, but it was going to turn the tables on these dishonest pretenders. “Caesar’s,”
picture was the clear answer. So the Master discerner of people’s heart and motives would leave them
astounded by telling them to “Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and give to God what belongs to
God!” The duplicitous spies were left dumbfounded and silent!
The spirit of antichrist continues to send out his spies in our world today. They pretend to be honest,
hoping to catch the followers of Jesus in some sort of blunder with the intent to ruin their influence and
character. Along with the Church, Christian businesses and businessmen are under heavy scrutiny by
the same kind of duplicitous spies that are represented in this Biblical incident. We live in a time and
culture when it’s not acceptable to publicly portray Christian faith and righteousness that takes a clear
stand against sin. No one loved sinners more than Christ Jesus did, and no one showed the path of
righteousness more clearly than Him. His teaching and His commandments left the world with a clear
understanding of the nature and consequence of sin. His suffering and death were the ultimate proof of
how utterly sinful and wicked sin can be! Jesus did not legitimize sin to save the sinner! He did not
change the laws of God and the order of creation just to make people feel better about themselves. No,
the Spirit of Christ has always called us to agree with God about right and wrong behaviors and attitudes.
He calls us to repentance and a new heart toward God and His precepts! Give to God what is God’s!
Jesus saw through their duplicity. They were not truly interested in the way of God, the righteous path
and the truth that He taught. They were consumed with animosity for Him and wasted their entire life
trying to find fault with Him! This is the rebellious nature of sin! It can make a good pretense of
righteousness and honest motives, and yet, all the while be seeking to destroy the righteous work and
reputation of Christ. His Holy Spirit within us today can help us to discern duplicity as well. For those
sincere followers of Christ who seek truth and righteousness and submit to His teaching, His Holy Spirit
will grant discernment and recognition of those with false motives and rebel hearts – no matter how slick
they may appear. Don’t be fooled by the spirit of antichrist in our culture today!






Don’t be deceived by sin. Recognize that obedience to Christ will keep you from deception.
Honor Christ by putting into practice His teaching on the ways of God, righteousness and truth.
Don’t deceive yourself by thinking that you can fool Christ with pretentious motives.
Remember that God looks on your heart and He knows your intentions!
Don’t be deceived by the slick work of antichrist in our culture today!

Prayer Challenge: Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word
planted in you, which can save you. Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.
Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after
looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who looks intently into the
perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it--he will be
blessed in what he does. – James 1:21-25

#170 – More Duplicity
Luke 20:27-40 - Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus with a question. "Teacher,"
they said, "Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother dies and leaves a wife but no children, the man must marry the
widow and have children for his brother. Now there were seven brothers. The first one married a woman and died
childless. The second and then the third married her, and in the same way the seven died, leaving no children.
Finally, the woman died too. Now then, at the resurrection whose wife will she be, since the seven were married to
her?" Jesus replied, "The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. But those who are considered worthy of
taking part in that age and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, and they can
no longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God's children, since they are children of the resurrection. But in
the account of the bush, even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord 'the God of Abraham, and the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.' He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive." Some of
the teachers of the law responded, "Well said, teacher!" And no one dared to ask him any more questions.

The Sadducees didn’t believe in the resurrection – that’s why they’re Sad You See! Yet, some of them
came to Jesus with a question about the resurrection. Since they believe that resurrection is a farce, their
question is intended to undermine that truth and complicate it with perplexing scenarios that make those
who really believe look foolish. These people addressed Jesus as “Teacher,” and brought up a Biblical
reference from Moses that required a man to marry his brother’s widow if she had no children. “Whose
wife will she be in the resurrection since she was married to all seven brothers?” Remember, they don’t
believe in the resurrection! Their question is insincere and full of trickery.
However, Jesus seizes the moment to expose them to truth and silence the lies and deception they have
bought into. He points out that, in this life people marry and are given in marriage. But, it’s different for
those who are considered worthy of taking part in the life that follows the resurrection from the dead.
Death terminates the marriage covenant! In the resurrection there is no more marriage and no more
death! Those who are part of the resurrection are God’s children, raised by Him to life eternal.
Jesus further emphasized from Scriptures that Moses proclaimed that the dead rise by calling the Lord,
“the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” He is the God of the living, not the dead! Those three have
been gone a long time, but in God they are alive! In making this point, Jesus affirms the authority of
Scripture and teaches the appropriate understanding and truth. He is demonstrating how to correctly
interpret and handle the Word of Truth. This is something these men were not very good at. They had
bought into false methodology, interpretations and translations, something that we too may be victimized
by unless the Spirit of Christ leads us into all truth!
“Well said, teacher!” This came from some of the teachers of the law – who were of the opposite
persuasion from the Sadducees. In this, they felt their teaching was supported by Christ’s declarations,
but also recognized that no one would be able to trick or deceive Jesus. This occasion has put an end to
those pretentious efforts to stump Him and publicly humiliate Him. Those efforts always backfired, “and
no one dared to ask Him any more questions.”






Be mindful that no one fools Christ with insincere motives. You will play the fool trying.
Worship Christ and correctly handle the Word of Truth that can save you.
Celebrate the resurrection of Christ – because He lives, we too shall live!
Don’t buy into false interpretations and translations of the Scriptures.
Ask the Holy Spirit of Christ to help you understand the Word and make the right applications.

Prayer Challenge: Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be
ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will
become more and more ungodly. Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and
Philetus, who have wandered away from the truth. They say that the resurrection has already taken place, and they
destroy the faith of some. Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: "The Lord
knows those who are his," and, "Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness." In
a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some are for noble purposes
and some for ignoble. If a man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be an instrument for noble purposes, made
holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work. Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue
righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. Don't have anything to
do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. And the Lord's servant must not
quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. Those who oppose him he must gently
instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, and that they will
come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will. – 2 Timothy
2:15-26

#171 – The Lordship of Christ Jesus
Luke 20:41-47 - Then Jesus said to them, "How is it that they say the Christ is the Son of David? David
himself declares in the Book of Psalms: " `The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I make
your enemies a footstool for your feet." ' David calls him `Lord.' How then can he be his son?" While all
the people were listening, Jesus said to his disciples, "Beware of the teachers of the law. They like to
walk around in flowing robes and love to be greeted in the marketplaces and have the most important
seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at banquets. They devour widows' houses and for a
show make lengthy prayers. Such men will be punished most severely."
None of them dared to ask Him any more questions, so now seems to be a good time to hit with a
knockout punch and ask one of His own! It was quite plain by many passages of scripture that the Christ
was to be the Son of David (even the blind man in chapter 18 was aware of this), yet it was also plain that
David called the Messiah HIS LORD (his owner, ruler and benefactor). “If David calls him ‘Lord,’ how
then can he be his son?” No doubt this question left them stumped for a good answer. Most of them
were expecting a Messiah of the type of the great King David, who would deliver them to Israel’s former
greatness. However, they were at a loss to reconcile this seeming contradiction of scripture. Because of
the New Testament scriptures (like John’s Gospel) WE CAN! Christ, as God, was David’s Lord, but
Christ as man, was David’s Son! He was both the ROOT and OFFSPRING of David (Revelation 22:16).
By His human nature He was the OFFSPRING of David, a branch in his family; by His divine nature, He
was the ROOT of David, from which that renowned king had his being and life. Had they understood this,
they would have received Jesus in a totally different light and manner!
After posing this most intriguing question to the Sadducees and the Pharisees, in front of everyone Jesus
turns to His disciples and warns them to beware of the teachers of the law. Be cautious that you are not
drawn into the thinking of the Scribes. Don’t be drawn into their sin by learning their ways and being led
by the same spirit as they are. Their haughty pride leads them into sin and corruption. They live for titles,
popularity and prestige. They loved to flaunt their position in front of everyone, and were wrapped up in
the all public esteem and obeisance given them. “They loved the most important seats in the synagogues
and the places of honor at banquets.” Even worse, they took advantage of susceptible widows (perhaps
in their sorrow and grief) and fleeced them of their worldly properties and possessions - they do it with
their lengthy prayer shows (Some of them can be seen on television in today’s culture)! Jesus tells His
disciples that, “such men will be punished most severely.”






Recognize that Jesus is both the Son of man and the Son of God.
Worship Christ as Lord. He is both the Root and Offspring of David.
Beware of those who share the same spirit and perspective as the Scribes and Pharisees.
Recognize that haughty pride and aspiration for important titles and places of honor lead to sin.
Be on guard against those who take advantage of susceptible widows and separate them from
their worldly possessions and resources. They face God’s severe punishment.

Prayer Challenge: Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it
over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants
to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave-just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."
- Matthew 20:25-28
Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we
ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. For you know what instructions we
gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should
avoid sexual immorality; that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and
honorable, not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God; and that in this matter no one
should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. The Lord will punish men for all such sins, as we have
already told you and warned you. For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. Therefore,
he who rejects this instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit. – 1
Thessalonians 4:1-8

#172 – Giving - How the Lord Sees It
Luke 21:1-4 - As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. He also saw
a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. "I tell you the truth," he said, "this poor widow has put in
more than all the others. All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put
in all she had to live on."
Make no mistake! The Lord sees ALL! He sees the rich and He sees the poor! He sees what each one
gives back to Him and He sees what each one gives out of, whether that be out of wealth or poverty. He
is most touched by and appreciative of sacrificial giving! In this moment of time, while they are standing
near the Temple treasury, Jesus seizes the opportunity to teach this understanding to His disciples. His
instruction is intended to help them see things from His point of view and to inspire them to be like those
He affirms. Jesus SAW THE RICH putting their gifts into the temple treasury, and He noted that they all
gave their gifts out of their wealth. They had great resource and their giving was not a great infringement
on those resources. They still had plenty left to live on.
Jesus also SAW A POOR WIDOW who put in two VERY SMALL copper coins – not much to support the
Lord’s work and church budget! For those who are looking on to see if the church is going to be
financially well supported it was hardly significant. Those offerings from the rich would be considered far
more beneficial and much more highly esteemed. They had all given a measure that would surely make
a great difference – OUT OF THEIR WEALTH! BUT! JESUS SAW SOMETHING MORE! He saw that
the poor widow had put in more than all the others combined! Now how could that be true? Jesus saw
that she had put in ALL SHE HAD TO LIVE ON! She had withheld NOTHING from God! She gave Him
EVERYTHING she had! She modeled complete devotion, total surrender and consecration to God.
The Lord also sees the offering of YOUR LIFE and mine! Are we more closely identified with the RICH
who give to Him out of their wealth and have plenty left over for their own plans and ambitions, or do we
identify more closely with the POOR WIDOW who gave to Him all that she had! Have we dedicated and
consecrated all that we are and have to God? Or, are we keeping large portions of our life’s resources of
time, talent, money and possessions for our own agendas that are withheld from God’s? While Jesus
didn’t condemn the rich for not giving everything they had to live on, there is little doubt about the kind of
giving that commends His greatest favor! It’s the kind of giving that is most like His own – the very best
and greatest gifts that cost EVERYTHING!






Set aside a worthy offering to give to God when you go to worship.
Freely you have received from His grace, freely give!
Remember that it cost Christ EVERYTHING, He is worthy of EVERYTHING in return.
Let the poor widow be an inspiration in your giving to God.
Dedicate and consecrate to God all that you are, all that you have, and all that you hope to be!

Prayer Challenge: But just as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete
earnestness and in your love for us--see that you also excel in this grace of giving. I am not commanding
you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. For you
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so
that you through his poverty might become rich. – 2 Corinthians 8:7-9

#173 – Watch Out That You Are Not Deceived
Luke 21:5-9 - Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful
stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, "As for what you see here, the time will come
when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down." "Teacher," they
asked, "when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?" He
replied: "Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, `I am he,' and,
`The time is near.' Do not follow them. When you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened.
These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away."
Deception can take many different forms. People can even be deceived by the House of Worship. The
disciples were enamored by the beauty of the temple architecture and all of the glorious décor contributed
from the gifts dedicated to God. Their adoring comments seem to expect that Jesus would share in their
awe of this remarkably impressive building. The huge stones had been crafted into a beautiful fortress to
display the glory of God in such an awesome way that one would think this temple would last forever! It
was so imposing that no one could imagine it ever being destroyed. It was so grand that no one could
ever imagine that anyone would ever think of wanting to try to destroy it! But Jesus said, “the time will
come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down.” Don’t be
deceived, even the most impressive manmade structures are NOT INDESTRUCTIBLE! The House of
Worship, absent of the presence and glory of God, absent of leaders and teachers who honor and revere
the Word of God, is doomed for destruction! This temple in Jerusalem will soon be replaced by an
indestructible spiritual temple – the Church! Don’t be deceived by temporal beauty!
Of course Christ’s prediction elicited the questions of, “When will these things happen, and what will be
the sign that they are about to take place?” We humans are quite curious about these prophetic end time
kinds of things, and we can be quite gullible sometimes. Jesus warned His disciples to guard against
being deceived. There will be many charlatans and false Christs who predict that the time is near. Those
who have come to know the Lord Jesus Christ must not be fooled by any imposters. “Don’t follow them!”
Just knowing that there will be such individuals provides its own special guard against deception. Jesus
adds a few other things to keep His followers free from deception and fear. Reports of wars and
revolutions are other things that will happen well before the end. There will be those who use these kinds
of reports to deceive and scare people into following them. Those who trust and believe in Christ should
not be surprised or influenced by those who fear monger, whether they be pastors, priests, professors or
politicians!






Don’t choose your place of worship based on the awesome building or the fine decor.
Seek a place of worship where the Scriptures are taught and revered as truth!
Don’t be deceived by lavish facilities or sounding arguments that do not agree with Scriptures.
Don’t be deceived by titles, degrees or office; be sure they adhere to the truth of God’s Word.
Don’t let fear mongers influence your perspective. Keep Christ and His words always before you.

Prayer Challenge: But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of
themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy,
without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous,
rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God-- having a form of godliness but denying its
power. Have nothing to do with them.
You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love,
endurance, persecutions, sufferings--what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra,
the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. In fact, everyone who wants to live
a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse,
deceiving and being deceived. But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become
convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known
the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. – 2 Timothy 3:1-5,10-17

#174 – Yes, There Will Be Fearful Events & Great Signs – Stand Firm!
Luke 21:10-19 - Then he said to them: "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.
There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great
signs from heaven. "But before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you. They will deliver
you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account
of my name. This will result in your being witnesses to them. But make up your mind not to worry
beforehand how you will defend yourselves. For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your
adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives
and friends, and they will put some of you to death. All men will hate you because of me. But not a hair of
your head will perish. By standing firm you will gain life.
Fulfilled prophecy is one of the reasons we believe the Bible. In these verses, Jesus continues to instruct
His disciples on things yet to come. These men & women will live to see nations and kingdoms striving
against each other, great earthquakes that bring fear and destruction, famine, epidemic diseases,
traumatic experiences and phenomena in space! But there will be other things that will take place prior to
these events. This is NOT a health, wealth and prosperity message! Before all this, they can expect that
the culture around them will not appreciate them or their message. They will be treated with contempt
and things will be made very difficult for them. Because they believe in Christ, they will be tried before
religious authorities and put in prisons. They will be brought before state and national officials, and this
won’t be because they are seeking their advice! However, it will provide an opportunity for them to be
witnesses for Christ and the truth. This will be a most troubling and disconcerting experience, but they
are now forewarned and Jesus tells them to determine ahead of time not to worry about how they will
defend themselves. At that time, Christ will give them wisdom and words that their adversaries cannot
twist or refute. They WILL be betrayed – even by close family members and friends! Some of them will
be put to death. They will be despised by the culture around them just because they belong to Christ.
But they should rest assured – every hair of their head is numbered and God will preserve them! If they
just stand firm, keep believing, keep trusting and obeying in the midst of all these losses and traumas
they will gain life if they keep the faith!
This prophetic declaration was fulfilled before the end of the first century, but it is also reoccurring. We
saw similar prophecies and fulfillments in the Old Testament and the Apostles predict the same kind of
things for the end times. History has shown that God knows how and when to judge peoples and nations
for their unbelief and rejection of His truth and grace. Bloody wars, earthquakes and tsunamis, famines
and pestilences, and fearful sights and ominous signs in the heavens have been used by God to send a
strong message of judgment and displeasure. While these are frightening to those who have no hope in
God, don’t be dismayed if you see them in your time. If you are fearful and discouraged by THESE
things, how will you stand up to persecution? The prelude to these things is cultural rejection and
persecution of Christians. Even the spiritual and religious leaders will disown you and turn you over to
civil authorities and prison. Perhaps the hardest thing will be the betrayal of your friends and family
members. You won’t know who you can trust or confide in. Your faith in Christ will be made a capital
crime, and some will be put to death. This word is a far cry from expecting wealth and fame, honor and
popularity. Jesus warns that believers will be hated by “ALL MEN” because of their faith in Him. But
don’t waste time trying to prepare your defense, for Christ will give you words of wisdom and truth. Just
stand firm! He will see that your body and soul are preserved for eternal life!






Don’t be surprised by persecution and cultural rejection of your faith in Christ and His Word.
Let the Word of Christ forewarn and forearm you for troubling times!
Don’t be deceived by health, wealth and prosperity messages.
Christianity is not for the faint-hearted, but for those who will be courageous and stand firm.
Keep trusting in the One who knows all and is able to preserve your soul and body eternally.

Prayer Challenge: Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the
land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient
and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near. Don't grumble against each other, brothers, or you will
be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering,
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. As you know, we consider blessed those who have
persevered. You have heard of Job's perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about.
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. – James 5:7-11

#175 – The Times of the Gentiles!
Luke 21:20-24 - "When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its desolation
is near. Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those
in the country not enter the city. For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written.
How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! There will be great
distress in the land and wrath against this people. They will fall by the sword and will be taken as
prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles
are fulfilled.
The desolation of Jerusalem would be the end of the world for those whose lives and hopes were
completely wrapped up in this city. Yet, this is exactly what Jesus predicts, the destruction of Jerusalem
and the great dispersion of the Jewish nation. God’s judgment will fall on this city and nation in less than
four decades from this pronouncement. Jesus tells them that they will see Jerusalem besieged by
armies, and when they saw this they should conclude that its total destruction was near. This would not
be a sign to take lightly. It would be a time to take action, to flee to the mountains, to get out of the city,
and if anyone was already in the country he should not go back into the city. They should not think that
there will be any safety in the city. This prophecy portrays that God has abandoned the city and the
country and has given them up to ruination. As Lot and his family were called out of Sodom, so people
are now warned to get out of Jerusalem and Judea when they see this sign and before destruction falls.
Jesus points out that this terrible devastation is going to be the fulfillment of what was so often warned
about by the Old Testament prophets. All their prophecies will be fulfilled at this time. All the blood of the
Old Testament martyrs (and the blood of Christ whom this rebellious people had rejected) will be
accounted for. God has been patient and given centuries of reprieve, not wanting anyone to perish but all
to come to repentance. However, all most know that REPRIEVE is not the same thing as PARDON! This
prophetic declaration carries with it the CAUSE – God’s just wrath upon this people who have spurned
His truth and His mercy! Sorrowfully, this judgment will be especially traumatic for pregnant women and
nursing mothers. They will be the least able to fend for their own safety, but even more painful will be
their torment to think that they have given birth and nursed children that will be slaughtered by invaders.
There will be great confusion and terror sweeping the nation. There will be such great distress that
people will not know what course of action to take or how to help themselves. They will fall by the sword
(it’s estimated that about 1,100,000 Jews fell during that siege) and be taken as prisoners and exiles
displaced to other nations.
Finally, Christ declares that Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles – UNTIL THE TIMES OF THE
GENTILES ARE FULFILLED. This speaks of a season in which the Gentiles will be given both the
opportunity to know and honor God and have possession of Jerusalem – until the times of the Gentiles
are fulfilled. The grace and truth of God will be spread to every corner of the world and WHOSOVER
WILL MAY COME! All who sincerely and truly believe and receive God’s plan through Christ Jesus will
be welcomed into His eternal kingdom. But this also speaks of a time when this season will come to an
end fulfillment. The Scriptures speak of this too, but that’s another lesson. Now is the time for everyone
to believe and receive! Today is the day of salvation for whosoever will! No one knows exactly when this
time will be completed! Don’t be left behind!






Remember that God’s judgments are as certain as His mercies!
Recognize the day of opportunity that God’s patience affords and turn to Him.
Flee from the immorality and godless influences promoted in the culture around you.
Christianity is not for the faint-hearted, but for those who will be courageous and stand firm.
Keep trusting in the One who knows all and is able to preserve your soul and body eternally.

Prayer Challenge: Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but
kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off. And if they
do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. After all, if you
were cut out of an olive tree that is wild by nature, and contrary to nature were grafted into a cultivated
olive tree, how much more readily will these, the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree! I
do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has
experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be
saved, as it is written: "The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. And
this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins." - Romans 11:22-27

#176 – When These Things Begin to Take Place...
Luke 21:25-28 - "There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish
and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is
coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. At that time they will see the Son of Man
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near."
In order for the Church to be established and built, Jerusalem must fall. Temple worship and all practices
pertaining to the Old Covenant must be destroyed so that the New Covenant may replace what is
perishing and obsolete! Jesus exhorts His followers that there will be signs given as a prelude to all of
this. The judgment that begins with the House of the Lord will have cosmic ramifications. The sun, moon
and stars will display unusual and frightful sights. God’s judgment will cause universal confusion, terror
and distress. There will be extraordinary storms and tempests on the seas, such as have never been
known. The world, as they knew it, would be in total upheaval. Men would be so fearful of what was
coming on the world that they would pass out in terror.
While these predictions describe the imminent destruction of Jerusalem, which would happen in A.D. 70,
they ultimately refer to the end times. As it was when Jerusalem, the Temple, Jewish laws and
government were destroyed, so it will be in last days! When God’s judgment falls, where can anyone find
security? Jesus answers that question for us too! “When these things begin to take place...” Don’t hide in
fear, STAND UP! Don’t cringe, LIFT UP YOUR HEADS! Why? “Because your redemption is drawing
near!” The Redeemer is soon to appear! This prophecy looks beyond the crucifixion and resurrection. It
looks beyond the destruction of Jerusalem and period of Gentile dominance.
Jesus offers this word as a pledge of His second coming. When He returns, He will be seen coming in a
cloud with power and great glory! Those who have not yet recognized or acknowledged His power and
glory will be made to see it. It will be a grand day of affirmation and validation for faithful believers! When
He comes to judge the world, He will redeem all that are His, from all their grief, trouble, oppression and
persecution. This day will be as rewarding to all faithful Christians as it is terrible to the unbelieving and
godless on the earth. So, when you see these signs, LOOK UP! The day of validation is at hand and
your Redeemer is drawing near!






When you see signs in the heavens and on the earth and all others faint from terror, remember
that our Redeemer is soon to appear and will validate our faith!
When you meet for worship and partake of the Lord’s table, remember His death, resurrection
and don’t forget His promise to come back.
Keep your lamp trimmed and burning – keep your walk with Christ up to date, anticipating His
imminent return!
Christianity is not for the faint-hearted, but for those who will be courageous, keep looking up and
stand firm.
Keep trusting in the One who knows all and is able to preserve your soul and body eternally.

Prayer Challenge: But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand
years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some
understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to
repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the
elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. Since everything will
be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as
you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the
heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking
forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. – 2 Peter 3:8-13

#177 – Words That Will Last Forever!
Luke 21:29-33 - He told them this parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees. When they sprout
leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. Even so, when you see these things
happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near. "I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not
pass away until all these things have happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
never pass away.
These verses contain some things that Christ declares to be absolutely CERTAIN! One – when trees
begin to sprout their leaves, you can be CERTAIN that summer is near! Two – when you see these
things happening (the signs of the previous verses), you can be CERTAIN that the kingdom of God is at
hand! Three – It was CERTAIN that this generation would not pass away until all these things have
happened! Four – You can be CERTAIN that heaven and earth will pass away! And, Five – we can be
CERTAIN that Christ’s words will NEVER pass away!
Jesus instructs His disciples to be observant of the signs of the times. By these signs they will be able to
judge the times with as much certainty as they could predict the approach of summer by the budding of
the trees. Just as there is a CERTAIN predictable order of events in nature, so God has determined a
consequential order for the nation that is full of iniquity. When we see the rise to power of intentional
rebellion against God and His precepts, statutes and commands, we may conclude that their ruination is
not far off! Just as there is a predictable order of events in the kingdom of nature, so also in the kingdom
of God one event leads predictably to another.
Why would Jesus tell them these things? With this information they may test the surety of His words and
be forewarned that the destruction of Jerusalem was very close at hand. Within 40 years it was fulfilled.
This declaration from Christ was as certain as summer coming on the heels of budding trees. Heaven
and earth will pass away sooner than any word of Christ Jesus! Even more certain, heaven and earth
WILL pass away, but His words shall not! Whether they are believed or not, they WILL take effect and
not a single one of His words will perish! We can be CERTAIN that whatever Christ has said is TRUE
and will indeed come to pass! His word can be trusted! It will last forever! So, when you see these
things happening... you know what’s next! His eternal word has made it known!






When you see the trees budding remember the words of Jesus!
When you meet for worship remember the words of Jesus!
When you start your day remember the words of Jesus!
In a world of chaos, strife and wickedness, remember the words of Jesus!
In times like these remember the words of Jesus! They are words that will last forever!

Prayer Challenge: Since you call on a Father who judges each man's work impartially, live your lives as
strangers here in reverent fear. For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold
that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with
the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the
world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. Through him you believe in God, who raised
him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God. Now that you have purified
yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply,
from the heart. For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the
living and enduring word of God. For, "All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the
field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD STANDS FOREVER." – 1
Peter 1:17-25

#178 – Like a Trap!
Luke 21:34-38 - "Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the
anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. For it will come upon all those
who live on the face of the whole earth. Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape
all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man." Each day Jesus
was teaching at the temple, and each evening he went out to spend the night on the hill called the Mount
of Olives, and all the people came early in the morning to hear him at the temple.
Picture in your mind a mouse feasting on the cheese. Something doesn’t seem quite right and his first
nibble is tentative and cautious but then he’s lured back for another and then another, until he becomes
so greedy for the next bite that he grows careless and tugs off a large chunk. Before he knows what’s
happening, the trap has been sprung and quicker than lightning, the lights go out and his party is over!
There is a day appointed for each and every one of us to depart this world and stand before the great
Judge! No one knows that day or hour, but it will definitely come! How should we then live! Should we
eat, drink and party for tomorrow we die? Jesus exhorts us to BE CAREFUL! Our human hearts can be
easily influenced, distracted, deceived and corrupted. If we allow our hearts to be filled up with: foolish
things that waste time, energy and money; the influence of drugs and alcohol or even with worry and fear
that paralyzes us, that day will close on us like a trap. Such living will leave us unprepared for that time.
False security and sensuality will quickly turn to great surprise and terror.
“BE CAREFUL” is Christ’s admonishment. We cannot be safe if we are CARELESS and think we have
no reason to be CAREFUL! Be careful that you are not overpowered by temptation, nor betrayed by your
own corruptions so that this day will come upon you unaware and when you are least prepared for it. He
says, “BE ALWAYS ON THE WATCH.” There is NEVER a time to be careless and let down your guard!
Our caution against sin and our care for our souls must be constant if we would not be “weighed down.”
Will you be found being careless and weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and cultural pressures
when God calls you? Indulging and gratifying the appetites of the body to excesses is careless living.
The unrestrained use of food and drink is careless living. Indulging in anything to the point of stupefying
the conscience and paralyzing the mind is careless living. Being totally consumed with pursuing the
things of time and sense is careless living. These are all snares and traps. Neglecting to remain cautious
against sin and failing to care for our soul allows these things to become the major weight and
preoccupation in our lives. The things of eternal value and the priorities of the kingdom of God are
crowded out and we lose our fitness for heaven.
The last thing Luke leaves us with in this chapter was that Jesus taught in the temple every day and
retired each night to the Mount of Olives, and everyone came back early in the morning to hear Him at the
temple. My last reflections on this chapter are that Jesus has sufficient instruction for every day! He does
not lack for things that we need to learn and understand. We all would do well to come to Him early each
day in prayer and to listen to what He would say. Be always on the watch and pray that you will be found
fit and ready when you stand before Christ!






Make the care of your soul your priority. Be always on your guard!
Watch and pray that you may be able to escape the fate that befalls the careless!
Start each day with instruction from Christ and His Word!
Make the well-being and readiness of your soul your greatest priority!
Watch and pray that you may be able to stand when you come before Christ!

Prayer Challenge: "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.
But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he
would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready,
because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. "Who then is the faithful and
wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food
at the proper time? It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. I tell
you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. But suppose that servant is wicked and
says to himself, `My master is staying away a long time,' and he then begins to beat his fellow servants
and to eat and drink with drunkards. The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not
expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the
hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. – Matthew 24:17-25

#179 – What’s The Best Way to Get Rid of Jesus?
Luke 22:1-6 - Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching, and the chief
priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of
the people. Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. And Judas went to the chief
priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus. They
were delighted and agreed to give him money. He consented, and watched for an opportunity to hand
Jesus over to them when no crowd was present.
The power of Christ in the culture has long provided distress and grief for those who are troubled by His
truth claims. His moral and spiritual influence among believers severely challenges their values, morality
and views. This can be traced way back to the chief priests and teachers of the law! The message that
Jesus declared regarding God’s kingdom and His righteousness was a glaring contrast to the political and
moral doctrines touted by the leaders of that day! His teaching and ministry made it very difficult for them
to rule from their agenda. They were always in conflict with Jesus. So, the topic of how to get rid of
Jesus often came up in their “board” meetings! Perhaps their greatest challenge in this was dealing with
His popularity. They needed to get rid of Jesus and His influence in a way that wouldn’t offend or alienate
the voters, I mean, the people! He was indeed a BIG PROBLEM to them!
While they pondered and strategized, they received surprise assistance in their aspiration from none
other than Satan himself! The master deceiver and destroyer infiltrated Christ’s inner circle and entered
Judas, filling his heart and mind with plans of betrayal! Judas then initiated some meetings with the chief
priests and officers of the temple to discuss plans for betraying Jesus. They couldn’t believe their good
fortune that one of Jesus’s own trusted men would be willing and eager to turn on His Lord, so they
readily offered to give him money. Judas agreed with their offer and began to keep his eyes open for the
best time to hand Jesus over to them when no crowds of people would be present. What’s the best way
to get rid of Jesus? Let the devil enter the heart and mind of someone who represents His inner circle!
Those who oppose Christ are thrilled any time and every time they can find a “Christian” who will forsake
the Lord, come over to their side and betray the cause of Christ!
The agenda of the world, the flesh and the devil is in great conflict with the cause and kingdom of Christ,
and it is constantly looking for ways to get rid of Him and His influence! There is a continual effort to find
ways to make their agenda superior to that of Christ Jesus! They are not above deception and lies in
their efforts! They are not above bribery and secrecy! They are not above slander and false witness!
They are not above murder! And yet, Christ lives and His influence lives on today! His kingdom of Truth
and Righteousness has not been stopped by all these enemy forces! It continues to march on through
the ages! Meanwhile, Satan and his disciples continue to oppose and strategize. They are always
delighted to welcome a Judas to their aide. And, in 2015 there are still those who would betray and sell
out their Lord for temporal gain! The devil still uses this strategy in his attempts to get rid of Jesus!






Guard your soul against the wiles of the devil.
Recognize that the world, the flesh and the devil are relentlessly seeking to get rid of Jesus!
Stay close to the King of Truth! Abide in His Word so that you are not deceived into betrayal.
Don’t allow anything or anyone to displace the influence of Christ Jesus in your life!
Stand firm in your faith, even when it seems like everyone else is selling out to popular opinion
and agendas!

Prayer Challenge: I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments. For though
I am absent from you in body, I am present with you in spirit and delight to see how orderly you are and
how firm your faith in Christ is. So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him,
rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with
thankfulness. See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which
depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. – Colossians 2:48

#180 – Making Preparations
Luke 22:7-13 - Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be
sacrificed. Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, "Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover."
"Where do you want us to prepare for it?" they asked. He replied, "As you enter the city, a man carrying a
jar of water will meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters, and say to the owner of the house, `The
Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?' He will show
you a large upper room, all furnished. Make preparations there." They left and found things just as Jesus
had told them. So they prepared the Passover.
Ever since that first Passover feast in Egypt, God was preparing the world for the sacrifice of HIS
Passover Lamb! Now the time is near! This entire Passover week Jesus had been preaching and
teaching in the Temple early every morning. Great crowds had eagerly and attentively met with Him
there. It’s time for these morning sessions to come to an end as our Lord focuses on a more intimate
ministry and work with His disciples. Preparation must be made for celebrating the Passover with them.
Perhaps Jesus had been on His way to teach at the Temple one last time when He directed Peter and
John to go and make preparations to eat the Passover. When they asked Him, “Where,” He didn’t direct
them to an address or a particular house, nor did He even give them the name of the owner of the house.
He told them that they would be met by a man carrying a jar of water as they entered the city. Jesus
gave them step by step directions, yet they did not know exactly where they were going, nor did they
know the name of their guide, and they were not given the name of the owner of the house to which they
were going! They were to follow the man carrying the water jar to the house that he would enter, and
they were to find out from the owner the location of a large upper room that was already fully furnished for
their meal. There they would make preparations.
So they did what Jesus told them. However, I believe the more important preparations took place before
they arrived to the upper room! Did they meet a man carrying a water jar? Did they follow him to his
destination? Did they tell the owner of the house that the Teacher was asking about the guest room? Did
the owner show them a large upper room that was fully furnished? “THEY FOUND THINGS JUST AS
JESUS HAD TOLD THEM!” Jesus may be fully trusted – even if you don’t have all the specific details! If
you want to share an intimate feast with Jesus, you must do first things first! Preparation takes place one
step of obedience and faith at a time. It was important that Peter and John take each step in order: First,
enter the city, then meet up with a man carrying a jar of water, follow him to where he’s going, speak with
the owner of that house then have him direct them to the place Jesus has spoken of.
We are people who like to skip steps, take our own route and get right to the place of intimacy and
celebration, but Jesus leads His people in orderly steps that build trust, obedience and faithfulness. If we
would reap rewards of His blessing and favor, if we would gain the benefits of His presence, we must
prepare by doing things according to His order and direction! In a world that is constantly and impatiently
putting the cart before the horse – “doing it MY WAY, this is a teaching that will likely fall on many deaf
ears. However, I’m trusting that there will be some who can read between the lines and recognize the
voice of truth that inspires us to do things HIS WAY! These few will listen and make preparations for
intimacy with Christ by doing things in the order and sequence His Word has given to us! When Christ
comes, will He find faith on the earth? (Luke 18:8). Will He find people making preparations by living
according to His Word and doing things in the order and manner that He has directed us?
Make preparations for intimacy with Jesus – do what He has told you.
Partner with other believers in going to the “House” where the water of Life is served!
Recognize how eager Jesus is to share a Passover feast with you – do what He tells you!
Don’t allow anything or anyone to displace the influence of Christ Jesus in your life!
Stand firm in your faith, do things HIS WAY – even when most others are not!
Prayer Challenge: The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are
spirit and they are life. Yet there are some of you who do not believe." For Jesus had known from the
beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. He went on to say, "This is why I told
you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled him." From this time many of his disciples
turned back and no longer followed him. "You do not want to leave too, do you?" Jesus asked the Twelve.
Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We believe
and know that you are the Holy One of God." – John 6:63-69

#181 – Eager Desire of Christ
Luke 22:14-23 - When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. And he said to them,
"I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again
until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God." After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, "Take this
and divide it among you. For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God
comes." And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given
for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. But the hand of him who is going to
betray me is with mine on the table. The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed, but woe to that man
who betrays him." They began to question among themselves which of them it might be who would do
this.
The sojourn with His disciples on this earth is nearly over! Jesus greatly desires to spend His final hours
before suffering with His dearly beloved inner circle of followers. This Passover meal is going to be the
climax of His passionate expression of love for them. They were all there – Peter, John, James, Philip,
Bartholomew, Andrew, Thomas, Matthew, James Alphaeus, Thaddeus, Simon and Judas. Jesus had
invested a good three years in these men of intimate guidance, instruction, correction and kingdom
training. He loved them deeply. Their eternal well-being was always uppermost on His mind and He
constantly demonstrated it in His relationship with them. This meal is going to be incredibly symbolic in
several ways. It will symbolize the full extent of His love for this small group of men as He serves them
and washes their feet. It will symbolize the institution of a New Covenant replacing the Old Covenant. It
will symbolize the atoning sacrifice of the Passover Lamb – the spotless Lamb slain once for all, who will
eliminate the need for any other sacrifices! It will symbolize His body and blood that will be freely broken
and spilled out for the redemption of lost souls. This meal was to be the culmination of every act and
every lesson that Jesus had expressed to these men. He earnestly wanted them to know His love and
He wanted them to remember those lessons! This was not a casual light-hearted informal pizza party!
He had given purposeful, deep meditation and spiritual preparation for this intimate time!
This Passover Meal would never again be eaten by Christ, nor would it ever again serve the same
purpose, because this celebration is just about to find its fulfillment in the kingdom of God! The emblems
of His own body and blood will supersede the animal sacrifices that once atoned for the sins of the
people. Everything that they ever represented will find fulfillment in Christ Jesus THE Passover Lamb!
So, before instituting the Lord’s Supper, he gives them the Passover Cup (celebrating deliverance from
Egypt and the preservation of the first born sons) one last time and tells them to divide it among
themselves. Jesus will no longer be drinking the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God is come! He
will soon be drinking the bitter cup of suffering and sacrifice. This firstborn Son will not be spared, but the
cup that He drinks will bring salvation and deliverance to many sons!
So then He took bread and gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given
for you, do this in remembrance of me.” Oh that we would remember! We have such good forgetters!
Jesus would have them remember His love, remember that His body was broken on their behalf, and
remember why! When the meal was done, He took the cup in the same way and said, “This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.” Now we have a new celebration feast! No
longer the Passover meal! Now, it’s all about Jesus and what He has provided for us in His broken body
and His blood outpoured! But there is still a betrayer at the table with everyone! It is God’s will for the
Lamb to be slaughtered and sacrificed, but woe to the one who betrays Him! We know that Judas was
this betrayer, but he is not alone! There have been countless numbers, like Judas, who have had their
hand with Jesus at His table, had their feet washed by Him, shared His meal, and sold Him out! Perhaps
we as His disciples in this century should confer together, “Who might be betraying Him NOW?”
Be mindful that when Christ was on the cross, YOU were on His mind!
Recognize the passion of Christ for YOU as you celebrate the Lord’s Supper!
Give thanks for His broken body and outpoured blood as the Lamb of God!
Celebrate the NEW Covenant! The Old is gone! God desires mercy, not sacrifice!
Don’t sell out to the world, the flesh and the devil as Judas did!
Prayer Challenge: Your boasting is not good. Don't you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch of
dough? Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast--as you really are. For Christ, our
Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and
wickedness, but with bread without yeast, the bread of sincerity and truth. – 1 Corinthians 5:6-8

#182 – Deciding Who is Greatest – Choosing Heroes & Leaders?
Luke 22:24-30 - Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. Jesus said to
them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves
Benefactors. But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the
one who rules like the one who serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not
the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. You are those who have stood by me in my
trials. And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, so that you may eat and drink at my
table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

A lot of great teaching and dialogue can take place at the table! Sadly, not many families make table time
important any more. Here at the supper table, the disciples have just finished doing some humble soulsearching as to whether or not they were the one who would betray Jesus. How quickly the topic
changes from humility to one of contention and arrogance as they each make their case for which one
should be considered the greatest. One said, “I float like a butterfly!” Another said, “I sting like a bee!”
Another said, “I’m the greatest, look at me!” So the Master steps in and seizes the moment to rechannel
their thinking. He points out to these men that, in the world, those who hold positions of title exercise
THEIR authority with a puffed up opinion of themselves. THEY lord over their subjects as if these people
were extremely fortunate to have them as their ruler. THEY alone are qualified to make decisions and
take actions on behalf of everyone! They see themselves as “Benefactors.” They are the “Santa Claus”
of the culture and if you want to get a good gift you’d better cooperate, because he’s making a list and
checking it twice! The world is indeed lucky to have such wise and caring providers!
BUT – Jesus spoils their party by telling them that THEY ARE NOT TO BE LIKE THAT! He turns their
world view upside down by declaring that the greatest AMONG THEM, should be like the youngest –
NOT THE BOSS! Rather than giving orders and being waited on, you should be like the one who
SERVES! Most worldviews would say that the one who is served at the table is greater than the one who
is doing the serving. BUT – Jesus spoiled that party too by telling them that HE was among them as one
who SERVES! Their Lord and Master was great, not because everyone was constantly waiting on Him
and doing His bidding but, because He was constantly serving people and doing His Father’s bidding!
Jesus wraps up this part of the lesson by bestowing honor to His disciples for their faithfulness in standing
by Him through His trials (even though they would all soon be scattered). The larger number of followers
had departed by this time! The reward for their steadfastness was a KINGDOM. Jesus gave them a
kingdom in the same manner as His Father had bestowed one on Him. A kingdom of grace and truth!
Why does He confer on THEM a kingdom? Answer: Not so they may become tyrants or even
“benefactors,” but so that they may feast at His table in His kingdom and rule as He would. Remember
the bread and the cup? These will always be a reminder of Christ’s promise to them. They shall sit and
commune with Him once again at His table! Their faithfulness and Christ’s appointment will grant seats of
authority, thrones from which they will judge all God’s people. Jesus will choose SERVANTS to rule!
They are selected for this authority and greatness not because of noble birth, presidential appointment or
popular vote, but because Christ confers it - on the basis of servant hearts and faithfulness to Him.






Remember that DOING GOOD is more important than LOOKING GOOD in others’ eyes!
Honor the One who came to serve and humbled Himself to the cross!
Don’t be fooled by those who strive to be great by giving handouts and playing Santa Claus!
Emulate those who humbly serve and make their example one to be honored and revered!
Select your heroes from those who are faithful true servants who consider others more important than
themselves! Elect humble servants of God into public office and be careful of arrogant benefactors!

Prayer Challenge: Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you
know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. Anyone who
does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and there is no favoritism. – Colossians 3:23-25
Philippians 2:1-8 - If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any
fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded,
having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in
humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the
interests of others. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not
consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient
to death-- even death on a cross!

#183 – When You Have Turned Back, Strengthen Your Brothers!
Luke 22:31-34 - "Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon,
that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers." But he replied,
"Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death." Jesus answered, "I tell you, Peter, before the
rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know me."
How many have believed themselves fully committed to Christ and yet have stumbled, fallen or
backslidden? Simon Peter was one such example. He was arguably one of Christ’s most loyal and
ardent followers. Jesus lovingly warned him that the devil desired to sift him like wheat. Satan longed to
get his hands on Peter (who was representative of the 12) in the same manner that he had requested
permission to test Job, seeking to prove that he would fall away when put to the true test. BUT, Jesus
had prayed for Peter that his faith would not fail. Wow! Peter had the prayers of the Lord Himself
surrounding and upholding him in the face of trial and testing! Notice that Jesus did not pray that Peter
would be exempt from testing and trial, but that his faith would not fail in the midst of it. Then, Jesus
gives Peter an assignment. He tells him that when he has rebounded from his testing that he is to
strengthen his brothers in THEIR faith!
Like many others (look in the mirror), Peter was self-assured and very confident in his own character,
strength and determination. He told Jesus that he was ready to go with Him to prison and even to death!
Jesus need not worry about Peter and his commitment. However, Jesus knew better than Peter did that
he was about to face a test that he would not pass! This test and his imminent failure would bring Peter
to his knees. “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know
me.” I can almost read Peter’s mind, that he would be thinking, “Not a chance of that happening!”
However, in moments of vulnerability THAT VERY DAY, Peter was caught off guard and failed in his
three opportunities to acknowledge that he belonged to Christ. He denied that he even KNEW Jesus!
Peter was in the sifter! Was he really WHEAT, or was he CHAFF?
After the resurrection, Jesus would give Peter another opportunity to acknowledge his love and
commitment to Him – THREE TIMES! Jesus had prayed for Peter, that his faith would not fail, and even
though Peter had failed to identify with Christ in those earlier moments of testing, his faith proved genuine
in the rebound! There was no doubt that Peter loved Jesus and was deeply grieved that he had trashed
his witness and failed in the time of testing. However, he would come back from this hard lesson stronger
than before. His personal experience of testing and failure and restoration would be the means by which
he could strengthen the faith of others. From experience he could testify that there IS restoration and
renewed life in Jesus, even after failing a test! If, like Peter, you have had a similar experience of failure,
then, like Peter, strengthen the faith of others who may have stumbled, fallen or backslidden. Let them
know that genuine repentance and sincere faith in Christ will provide many more opportunities to
acknowledge the Savior and bring others to a stronger faith!






If you should stumble, yield to some temptation, or falter in some trial, be quick to confess.
Give thanks to the One who forgives the repentant heart and cleanses from unrighteousness.
When you have experienced mercy and forgiveness, strengthen others who need restoration.
Remember that we are not infallible, but we have mercy and grace to help us in time of need.
Also remember that you can’t bypass genuine repentance to get to grace and restoration!

Prayer Challenge: This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him
there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do
not live by the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be without sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar
and his word has no place in our lives. – 1 John 1:5-10
Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God,
let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was
without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help us in our time of need. – Hebrews 4:14-16

#184 – Equip Yourself For the Times
Luke 22:35-38 - Then Jesus asked them, "When I sent you without purse, bag or sandals, did you lack
anything?" "Nothing," they answered. He said to them, "But now if you have a purse, take it, and also a
bag; and if you don't have a sword, sell your cloak and buy one. It is written: `And he was numbered with
the transgressors'; and I tell you that this must be fulfilled in me. Yes, what is written about me is reaching
its fulfillment." The disciples said, "See, Lord, here are two swords." "That is enough," he replied.
Do you remember the early days when you took Christ at His word and went into your world as His
ambassador and witness? You didn’t have much - no extra money, nor fancy clothes or footwear. Did
you lack anything needful while you were doing what the Lord sent you to do? The disciples’ answer to
this question was a resounding, “We lacked NOTHING.” Wherever they had gone, someone had
received them and their message, taken them in and supplied their needs. The laborers had been
adequately reimbursed for their work in the towns and villages where they ministered. Their faith and
obedience to Christ had been affirmed and validated in that supply. I can testify to a very similar account
in my life and ministry. We’ve never had a great abundance, but we’ve never lacked for anything we
needed as we’ve done the Lord’s work. Ah, but times, they are a changing! Now, there’s a different wind
in the air. Jesus had enjoyed a season of popularity and, both He and His disciples had been well
received wherever they traveled. However, for the past few months the tide has been shifting. The high
esteem He had been held in was turning to rejection and animosity. Things were becoming downright
dangerous for Jesus and those who followed Him. Jesus considered the safety of His followers.
In this NEW SEASON, Jesus counsels them differently than before. NOW, if you have money or material
resources you are to plan to use what YOU have (don’t count on the same beneficence from others); and
if you don’t have a weapon, sell your coat and buy one. Their enemies are growing more fierce and the
times are more perilous. This is no surprise to Jesus, but His disciples must be forewarned and armed!
Jesus knew that the Scriptures were about to be fulfilled in His arrest, trial and execution. His followers
needed to be conscious of the times they were living in and equipped to deal with their enemies with both
physical and spiritual weapons! Yes, the times, they are a changing! The disciples told Him that they had
two swords which He affirmed to be sufficient. In these troubled times when Christian Biblical values are
under attack, have you armed yourself? Are you physically and spiritually equipped to defend against the
evil that seeks to destroy truth, righteousness, goodness, purity and godliness? Two swords are enough!
Take up the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God, and make use of your right to bear arms. Two
swords may not seem like a lot when you consider all of the weapons of the enemies of Christ that you
are up against. Just remember David and his sling. He had two weapons – his sling and the Word of
God! Remember Gideon. His army was small against so many but they each had their weapon and THE
WORD OF GOD! Two swords are enough. Get proficient with each. The times they are a changing!






If you have experienced God’s provision as you obeyed His call, be sure to give thanks.
If you have been blessed with material resources and money, use what you have in His work.
Recognize the times that we live in.
Equip yourself to meet the challenges that seek to destroy faith in Christ.
Get proficient with the weapons you will need for the times we live in.

Prayer Challenge: Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so
that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day
of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand
firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place,
and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this,
take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the
helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all
occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying
for all the saints. Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will
fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I
may declare it fearlessly, as I should. – Ephesians 6:10-20

#185 – Pray That You Will Not Fall Into Temptation!
Luke 22:39-46 - Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. On
reaching the place, he said to them, "Pray that you will not fall into temptation." He withdrew about a
stone's throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, "Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet
not my will, but yours be done." An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. And being
in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground. When
he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow. "Why
are you sleeping?" he asked them. "Get up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation."
It was likely that daylight had faded as Jesus headed to His usual quiet and private place in the Garden
just outside of the city. He was going to Prayer Meeting, and His disciples (with the exception of Judas)
followed him. Jesus had His own issues to pray about and the disciples had theirs. On this darkest of
evenings, His human nature would be tested to the limit one last time, as the weight of the world’s
salvation rested upon His shoulders. When they got to the location where Prayer Meeting was being
held, Jesus provided some direction for their prayer time. “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” He
understood the power of our own desires to lead us astray from the will of God. He understood that the
way to avoid such falling away was to PRAY! Just do it!
Jesus had His own issues to pray about and, although there were eleven others in attendance, He gave
Himself some space as He knelt to pray. He prayed, “Father, here’s what I want, when I want it, the way I
want it to be. If that’s not what You want then I expect you’ll change your mind to cater to my wishes.”
NO HE DIDN’T! He was entering the final phase of God’s plan for His earthly life and it wasn’t going to
be pleasant. THE CROSS loomed imminent on the horizon. Couldn’t God come up with another way,
another plan to save sinful men and women, boys and girls? The CROSS meant PAIN. It meant pain
and sorrow that struck to the core of body, soul and spirit. His body would be tortured, His soul would be
tortured, and His spirit would be tortured like no other. Indeed, this torture was already upon Him. So He
prayed! He prayed, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.”
And He kept His own will and desires in line with God’s will – through prayer! While He prayed, an angel
from heaven came and ministered to Him, giving Him strength to do God’s will. It is during effectual
fervent prayer that God sends His ministering angels to strengthen those who seek His will above their
own.
The anguish of Christ’s soul moved Him to pray even more earnestly, as evidenced in the sweat that fell
from His brow in beads of blood. How intense and passionate His prayers must have been as He bore
the burden for a world that is prone to neglect prayer and fall into temptation. He rose from His prayer to
find His disciples had not heeded His directive to pray. In their sorrow and exhaustion they had fallen
asleep. This was all much more than they were ready to deal with, so they just went to sleep on the job.
Jesus has just demonstrated that prayer can be hard work, especially prayer that is resigned to doing
things God’s way when you might prefer something else. I’m afraid that too many of us who claim to
follow Christ, fall asleep when it comes to this kind of prayer. It’s why so many of us fall into temptation
and sin. Church, this is no time to slumber. Let’s take Christ’s admonition to heart. “Why are you
sleeping? Get up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation!” Yes, GET TO PRAYER MEETING!






If you should stumble, yield to some temptation, or falter in some trial, be quick to confess.
Pray that you will not fall into temptation and that you may be delivered from evil.
When your desires are different than God’s, pray for His will to be done.
Be vigilant in seeking God’s rule and His righteousness.
Why are you sleeping? Get up and get to Prayer Meeting so that you will not fall into temptation!

Prayer Challenge: Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test,
he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. When tempted, no one
should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but
each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. Then, after desire has
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. Don't be deceived, my
dear brothers. Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly
lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. He chose to give us birth through the word of truth,
that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created. – James 1:12-18

#186 – Betraying With A Kiss
Luke 22:47-53 - While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, one of the Twelve,
was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus asked him, "Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man
with a kiss?" When Jesus' followers saw what was going to happen, they said, "Lord, should we strike with our
swords?" And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear. But Jesus answered, "No
more of this!" And he touched the man's ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the
temple guard, and the elders, who had come for him, "Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come with swords and
clubs? Every day I was with you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour--when
darkness reigns."

The one disciple who was not at PRAYER MEETING with the rest of them finally showed up. He was late
but he had brought an entire crowd with him. Way to go Judas! You are the outreach man of the week!
Ah, but not so fast. He approached Jesus to greet Him with a kiss, but Jesus questioned his motives.
“Are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” Jesus knew that Judas wasn’t there for Prayer Meeting,
he was there as a part of THE CROWD. The crowd that came with him wasn’t interested in seeking God
or hearing Christ’s instructions on prayer or falling into temptation. They were intent on arresting Jesus
and eliminating His influence in their culture. This was no display of affection from Judas, it was indeed
betrayal. We can identify the spirit of Judas in today’s culture. There are those who claim to be disciples
of Christ who are leading the world into the church. They are NOT there to attend Prayer Meeting nor to
listen to Jesus instructing on the importance of prayer to avoid temptation. They are NOT interested in
seeking and doing GOD’S WILL, they want their own to prevail. But they kiss up to Jesus with betrayal in
their hearts. In many churches, prayer meeting is the least important, least attended and least promoted
meeting, if it’s even on the schedule. The new crowd betrays the Spirit of Christ.
Although His LOYAL followers had fallen asleep during Prayer Meeting, suddenly they are awake. They
now realize what is about to happen. Church, while you are not taking Prayer Meeting seriously, there is
a strong movement afoot to arrest the work of Christ in our world. As the church sleeps, the spirit of
antichrist has been hard at work, infiltrating, growing in power and influence. Perhaps we’ll awaken to the
betrayal too late once again. On this darkest of nights, the disciples reacted to the betrayal by drawing
their swords to strike back with physical force. One of them cut off the right ear of the high priest’s
servant. Jesus stepped in, called off His followers and healed the damage that His zealous disciple had
caused. He addressed this crowd that had come under cover of night to get Him. “Am I leading a
rebellion that you have come with swords and clubs?” The absolute truth is that NO ONE has ever
shown greater love and compassion, been more transparent or spoken the truth more plainly than Jesus.
These are all things that the world is in desperate need of, yet He and His followers (who display the
same attributes) are still often treated like THEY are the rebels, and the lovers of darkness are the good
guys. If you really want truth, if you sincerely desire to do God’s will and honor His Word, be prepared for
those who don’t share that desire to treat you like some sort of rebel criminal.
Note again that these thugs came under cover of night. Jesus NEVER acted in secret. He ALWAYS
taught and ministered in public during the day. Why didn’t they act on their wicked motives and do their
dirty work during daylight hours? The truth is obvious. Their evil deed could not stand accountability to
truth and righteousness. Their methods and motives are far inferior to those of Christ. In fact, they are
the very antitheses of His. Jesus answers His own question with a laser light that pinpointed their
motives. It was because THIS was THEIR “hour, when DARKNESS reigns.” Jesus’s hour was during the
day. The hour for evildoers is “when darkness reigns.” They don’t make hay when the SUN shines.
Their evil productivity is under cover of DARKNESS. THAT’S THEIR HOUR! If it can’t be done under the
scrutiny of daylight, it probably shouldn’t be done! Choose the crowd you run with carefully. Do they
accomplish their most significant work in darkness, or do they follow Christ as Children of the Day? Don’t
try to live in both cultures and then betray Jesus with a kiss!
Be vigilant for Christ and recognize the ways that He is being betrayed today.
Attend the house of prayer and pray as Christ has taught us.
When your desires are different than God’s, pray for His will to be done.
Be earnest in seeking God’s rule and His righteousness.
Why are you sleeping? Get up and get to Prayer Meeting so that you will not fall into temptation!
Prayer Challenge: For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit
of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do
with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient
do in secret. But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for it is light that makes everything visible. This is
why it is said: "Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you." – Ephesians 5:8-14

#187 – Disowning Christ
Luke 22:54-62 - Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter
followed at a distance. But when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down
together, Peter sat down with them. A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She looked closely
at him and said, "This man was with him." But he denied it. "Woman, I don't know him," he said. A little
later someone else saw him and said, "You also are one of them." "Man, I am not!" Peter replied. About
an hour later another asserted, "Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean." Peter replied,
"Man, I don't know what you're talking about!" Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. The Lord
turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him:
"Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times." And he went outside and wept bitterly.
When the mob in charge is anti-Christ, His disciples distance themselves from Him. So it was with Peter.
Jesus was not popular with the crowd in power. When they arrested Jesus, Peter still followed, but not
too closely. Then when the mob started a fire, Peter sat down with them. He had distanced himself from
Jesus and warmed up to those who had bound Christ and led Him away. This seems like a strange
position for one who had vowed that he would stand by Jesus and even die with Him if necessary. In the
flickering firelight, Peter was recognized by a servant girl as one who was a Christian. You would think
that he would well up with pride at this association with His Lord and Master, but he didn’t! He denied it.
“Woman, I don’t know Jesus.” And Peter distanced himself a little farther from Christ Jesus as he sidled a
bit closer to get lost with the crowd around the fire.
When you start down the path of distancing yourself from Christ and denying your association with Him,
it’s not long before you’re going to have to clarify your identity and relationship with Jesus. “You also are
one of them,” said someone else to Peter. The pressure is on once again. He’s with a crowd that is
hostile to Jesus and anyone who would claim to be a Christian was going to be vilified. Again Peter
denied his association with Christ Jesus, and distanced himself even further from Him. Of course, in a
short time, someone else made the assertion that Peter was certainly a Christian. His mannerisms gave
him away. He acted, talked and dressed like a Christian. Now Peter is really forced to clarify his faith and
identity. His response was, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” And because of the pressure
of the mob, he totally and completely disassociated himself with Jesus.
We may disassociate ourselves with Christ, but He still has His eye on us! Just as Peter was denying his
Lord for the third time, the rooster crowed. Jesus turned and looked straight at Peter. Ow! For a moment
in time, everything stood still! There was no one else between them in that instant. It was just Peter and
Jesus making a connection – a convicting connection! The rooster had sounded the alert and Peter
remembered what Jesus had told him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.”
The soul-searing look and the remembrance of Christ’s words cut Peter to the heart, and he went outside
and wept bitterly. Peter was filled with remorse for allowing the pressure of the crowd to get the best of
him, but even more than that for denying the important place that Christ held in his heart. He had
disowned the one he had vowed to defend to the death. He had disowned the One whom he had been
persuaded was the Christ, the Son of the living God! We know the rest of the story, but I’ll get to that
soon!






Just because the crowd in charge is anti-Christ, don’t follow Him at a distance.
Even if the popular opinions reject the leadership and lordship of Jesus, stay close & trust Him.
Remember that starting down the path of denying Christ will distance you from Him.
Remember, we may disassociate ourselves with Christ, but He still has His eye on us!
If you have ever denied being a believer in Jesus and His look convicts you, it’s good to follow
Peter’s example of sorrow and remorse. Get away from the crowd and weep over your error.

Prayer Challenge: Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but
worldly sorrow brings death. See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what
eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness
to see justice done. – 2 Corinthians 7:10,11

#188 – Insulting Christ
Luke 22:63-71 - The men who were guarding Jesus began mocking and beating him. They blindfolded
him and demanded, "Prophesy! Who hit you?" And they said many other insulting things to him. At
daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests and teachers of the law, met
together, and Jesus was led before them. "If you are the Christ," they said, "tell us." Jesus answered, "If I
tell you, you will not believe me, and if I asked you, you would not answer. But from now on, the Son of
Man will be seated at the right hand of the mighty God." They all asked, "Are you then the Son of God?"
He replied, "You are right in saying I am." Then they said, "Why do we need any more testimony? We
have heard it from his own lips."
Like these temple guards, there are those today who will never be satisfied to just make sure Christ’s
influence, teaching and leadership isn’t allowed back into the schools, the community and the culture.
They seem to believe that He must be completely humiliated, discredited and invalidated. These bullies
resort to mocking, insulting and beating up on Him. Sinful human nature seems hell-bent on abusing the
grace and goodness of the Lord. Like these insulant guards of old, they throw insults. They mock and
beat up on Him with the intention of complete humiliation and disgrace. Thinking they are in complete
control, they stop at no irreverence toward this King of righteousness and truth. Like the men who
blindfolded Jesus, those who guard against Him in this culture also mock His prophetic power. They
insult His authority to save or condemn their soul and challenge Him to show His power against them.
When He doesn’t, they use it as proof of His inability or non-existence.
To qualify as a fair and competent judge, one must be impartial, sincerely weigh the evidence and
consider the veracity of the testimonies. The religious leaders and teachers of the law were NOT
competent and honest to judge. They met together and put Jesus on the hot seat, demanding that He
should testify whether or not He was the Christ. Why did they even bother? They had pitted themselves
against Jesus, prejudged Him and were never going to accept His testimony. As Jews, they all professed
to expect the Messiah, and to expect him at this time in fulfillment of Scriptures. Did Jesus have any
other competition for Messiahship? NONE! No one else had shown up on the scene. No one else had
given such amazing proofs of God’s power to support a claim worthy of the Christ. Why would they not
receive Him into their council and sincerely examine Him as a candidate for the office of Messiah, instead
of bringing Him before them as a criminal? If Jesus had asked them what objections they had against the
proofs of His Messianic credentials, they would not have answered. They were neither fair judges, nor
worthy debaters or critics. If Jesus was NOT the Christ, then they ought to have provided evidence that
proved their case, or, they ought to have let Him go. They would not do either one. They COULD NOT!
Whether people like it or not, Jesus will be given the seat of authority and power – at the right hand of
Almighty God! When He declared this message to the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, they
all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?” Knowing full well that they would use it against Him, Jesus
acknowledged that indeed He was the Son of God. They did not need any further evidence to conclude
that Jesus was claiming to be the Son of God – He had here openly confessed to it. What they DID need
however, was proof that Jesus was NOT the Christ, before they condemned Him as a blasphemer for
saying that He was! They have rushed into judgment, both by turning a blind eye to the evidence and by
failure to disprove His claims. These political, educational, spiritual and legal officials have many clones
in each generation who insult Christ the same way. They are not worthy of their office!
Be mindful that every generation has those who insult God, His Son and those who believe.
Listen carefully to the testimonies and weigh the evidence for the claims of Jesus.
Don’t allow yourself or anyone else to just insult Jesus since His claims cannot be disproved.
Pray that those appointed to political, educational, spiritual and legal offices will be worthy.
Realize that Jesus has been appointed to a seat of authority at the right hand of Almighty God.
Prayer Challenge: We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please
ourselves. Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. For even Christ did not
please himself but, as it is written: "The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me." For everything
that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of
the Scriptures we might have hope. May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a
spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. – Romans 15:1-6

#189 – Misrepresenting Church and State
Luke 23:1-7 - Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. And they began to accuse him, saying, "We
have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to be Christ, a king."
So Pilate asked Jesus, "Are you the king of the Jews?" "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. Then Pilate announced
to the chief priests and the crowd, "I find no basis for a charge against this man." But they insisted, "He stirs up the
people all over Judea by his teaching. He started in Galilee and has come all the way here." On hearing this, Pilate
asked if the man was a Galilean. When he learned that Jesus was under Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod,
who was also in Jerusalem at that time.

In a culture that constantly cries, “Separation of Church and State,” we would do well to recognize that
those who make this cry the loudest, more often than not, misrepresent it. The Jews pretended a zeal for
Caesar and the State. However, their zeal was solely for the purpose of getting civil government to rule
against Him to get rid of this man and His influence. Their religious powers did not permit them, so they
maliciously accused Him of subverting “our nation.” It was true that there was a general uneasiness of
the Jews under Roman rule, and Pilate was very aware of it. The Jewish leaders would have Pilate
believe that JESUS was stirring up this discontent, when, if the truth was known, they themselves were
the instigators. Their accusation against Jesus completely misrepresented His work, as if CONVERTING
people to God’s government was SUBVERTING them from the civil government. In reality, nothing else
is as likely to make good citizens as making faithful followers of Christ. Good Christians make good
citizens. Jesus had taught them to give tribute to Caesar, by giving to Caesar what is Caesar’s, while at
the same time giving to God what rightfully belonged to Him. Yet, here, Jesus was misrepresented as
forbidding the people to pay taxes to Caesar. Nothing was further from the truth. Innocence though, is
no match for malicious misrepresentation and slander - especially when it’s incessant!
Furthermore, they misrepresented Christ’s kingship as Messiah to be in competition with Caesar. Jesus
had not shown any aspirations for political office and government, nor did He provide any anti-Caesar
leadership. That was never the agenda or the fruit of Christ and His teaching. When His followers
wanted to make Him king, He refused it (John 6). He was not setting up a civil Theocracy nor wielding
the power of the sword. So when Pilate asked Jesus if He was the king of the Jews, and He
acknowledged that He was, He was declaring a title that was NOT in competition with Caesar’s. Caesar
was entitled to govern the CIVIL interests and matters of the State. Christ’s kingdom is SPIRITUAL and
does not disrupt Caesar’s sphere of jurisdiction. Christ’s kingdom rules the heart and makes people
accountable to God. Caesar’s government was responsible to provide for the common defense and
civility among the citizens. Pilate seemed to grasp this understanding as he announced to the chief
priests and the crowd, “I find no basis for a charge against this man.” Christ may have upset THEIR
moral and religious constitution, but Pilate found nothing objectionable to his civil court.
“But they insisted...” They were incessant with their agenda! If they had the internet and modern media,
they would have made sure that every other headline had something to do with their objectives. They
would not admit they were wrong. They persisted in their slander and misrepresentation of Christ, even
after Pilate declared Jesus to be innocent. Although they presented no facts or evidence to make their
case, they resolved to press it with noisy confidence although they could not prove it. It was true that
Jesus did stir up the people, but it was not for anything divisive or seditious. He stirred them up to that
which was virtuous, righteous and praiseworthy. He did TEACH, but they could not charge Him with
teaching any doctrine that would disturb the public peace, or make the civil government uneasy or
jealous. The Jews sought to destroy the right perspective on separation of Church and State, by
misrepresenting the sovereignty and uniqueness of each. The Church is NOT going to take over the
State, and the State must not interfere with the sovereignty of the Church. Pilate tried to avoid this
interference when he sent Jesus on to Herod.






Understand that God has ordained the sovereignty of both the Church and the State.
Give to the State what belongs to the State! Give to God what belongs to God!
Pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Pray for those who are or will be elected and appointed to serve the affairs of civil government.
Pray for those who are appointed to serve the purposes of God in the Church.

Prayer Challenge: Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise--the fruit of lips that
confess his name. And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.
Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey
them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you. Pray for us. We are sure
that we have a clear conscience and desire to live honorably in every way. – Hebrews 13:15-18

#190 – Misrepresenting Leads To Ridicule and Mockery
Luke 23:8-12 - When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been
wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform some miracle. He
plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the teachers of the
law were standing there, vehemently accusing him. Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked
him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate. That day Herod and Pilate became
friends--before this they had been enemies.
Since Herod was in town, and Jesus was from his jurisdiction, Pilate was only too happy to pass the case
along to him. Herod took some pleasure in this opportunity to see Jesus, and maybe even more-so to
see Him in bonds. Herod desired to see Jesus, not because he carried any interest in His teaching or
personhood, but simply out of a curiosity and hope to see some miracle done by Him. So, Herod pumped
Him with questions intended to move Jesus to do something that would show His power. But Jesus gave
him no satisfaction. Christ never denied the poorest beggar, but this proud ruler who merely sought to
satisfy his curiosity was denied. Herod certainly had the opportunity to go and see Jesus many times
while He taught and ministered in Galilee, but Herod was no seeker of Christ and WOULD NOT go out to
Him to see His wondrous works. NOW he was PLEASED to see Him and hoped to see His wonders, but
DID NOT! They would be forever hidden from his eyes, because he did not recognize the day of his
visitation. Miracles of mercy and grace will never be cheapened, nor will the power of Christ be
commanded by the greatest of potentates! Jesus gave him NO ANSWER.
His prosecutors had followed Him to Herod. They were driven to make sure that Jesus was prosecuted,
convicted and condemned. In their impudence, they stood and vehemently accused Christ, doing their
best to make Herod believe that Jesus had poisoned Galilee with His sedition too. Their hatred of Christ
continued to spew forth in false accusations and misrepresenting Jesus and His followers as factious,
seditious and as enemies to government. To be falsely accused as bigots, divisive, haters, antigovernment, and war-mongers is not a new thing for Christ-followers. Herod and his henchmen were
very abusive to Jesus. They ridiculed Him and mocked Him, treating Him as a fool. They laughed at Him
and jeered this One who had a reputation of power, but was now helpless to act – like Samson whose
hair was cut short, his eyes plucked out and was bound by the Philistines. Herod modeled abuse of
Jesus for all Christ-haters who would come after him. He dressed Jesus in an elegant robe to mock Him
as king and gave Him back to Pilate to deal with.
Although Pilate and Herod had not gotten along before now, this treatment of Christ resulted in them
“high-fiving” each other and nurtured a common bond of smugness and authority over this Jesus who
would be king. Herod didn’t get to see his miracle, nor would he condemn Jesus as a malefactor, so he
sent Him back to Pilate, thus returning Pilate’s respect in sending the prisoner to him. Isn’t it interesting
how hatred of Christ can make strange bed-fellows? In an odd way, Jesus, the great peace-maker
helped to bring peace between these two rulers who were at odds with each other beforehand. Isn’t it
interesting how those that quarrel with one another can unite together against Christ? Both Pilate and
Herod seemed to agree that Jesus was no criminal. This united them. Yet they held no reverence for
Christ as they ridiculed and mocked Him. This united them too!






Be aware that there are those who are driven to make sure that Jesus is condemned.
Worship the One who has mercy on the humble poor but is silent before the arrogant and proud.
Submit to the governing authorities, pray for them and do what is right.
Pay your taxes, live honorably and keep a clear conscience.
Give everyone what you owe him; taxes, revenue, respect, or honor.

Prayer Challenge: Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that
which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels
against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on
themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from
fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. For he is God's servant to do you good.
But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to
bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of
possible punishment but also because of conscience. This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's
servants, who give their full time to governing. Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if
revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. – Romans 13:1-7

#191 – Punishing Innocence and Purity
Luke 23:13-17 - Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, and said to them, "You
brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined him in your
presence and have found no basis for your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him back
to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death. Therefore, I will punish him and then
release him." Now he was obliged to release one man to them at the Feast.
Pilate had examined Jesus and the accusations against Him in the presence of His accusers, and also
sent Him to be examined by Herod. They both found Christ innocent of the charges. Yet, he called the
chief priests and rulers back together, when he should have sent them all packing as trouble-makers. His
own lack of integrity set him up for their manipulation of justice and righteousness. He told them, “Neither
Herod nor I have found any basis for your charges against him, and he has done nothing deserving of
death, so I will punish him and release him.” Now let me understand this. Jesus is found INNOCENT of
all charges by you two authorized rulers, but you’re going to PUNISH Him? What’s that all about? He’s
innocent, yet you’re still going to treat Him as if He was a criminal? So, instead of doing the just and right
thing by immediately releasing Jesus, Pilate turned this proceeding into an act of benevolence on his part.
He proposed to release Jesus after he punished Him. How very kind and considerate of you Pilate!
Justice was NOT his supreme ambition here. But, God would use this man’s lack of integrity and the
seditious spirit of the Jews to accomplish His plan for our redemption.
Apparently, Pilate had some agreement with the Jews that obligated him to release one man during this
feast time. He was under heavy pressure from the chief priests and rulers to eliminate Jesus, but was
also somewhat convicted by his own findings and conclusions concerning Him. So, he used this
obligation as a pathway to release this innocent man. Pilate was in a tough spot, mostly because he had
no integrity toward preserving truth, justice and righteousness. This rabble would not be quieted until
they had what they wanted, so he offered a compromise of justice. This is the course that all temptation
takes isn’t it? The sinful nature desires its satisfaction. It needs permission from a higher authority to
have its way. Honest investigation points to the truth – that what you desire is not right or good. Truth is
validated by second opinion. Yet the sinful nature is not satisfied because this is not the conclusion it
desires. Truth is compromised and goodness is sacrificed to appease a nature that is never satisfied.






Recognize how pressures from sinful crowds may corrupt justice.
While the Lord Jesus gets kicked around by worldly opinions, keep integrity with the truth of His
innocence, purity and divinity. Give Him the honor and place He deserves.
While you love mercy, guard against compromising truth and justice.
Give thanks that God is still in charge, even when it seems that the world, the flesh and the devil
are totally running the show.
Pray for courage and understanding to do the right thing, in the right way, at the right time, for the
right reasons!

Prayer Challenge: Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him
stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for
our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed. All we
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him
the iniquity of us all. – Isaiah 53:4-6
Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the
crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. When tempted, no one should say, "God is
tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each one is tempted
when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives
birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. – James 1:12-15

#192 – Away With Righteousness, Give Us Depravity
Luke 23:18-25 - With one voice they cried out, "Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!" (Barabbas
had been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.) Wanting to release Jesus,
Pilate appealed to them again. But they kept shouting, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" For the third time he
spoke to them: "Why? What crime has this man committed? I have found in him no grounds for the death
penalty. Therefore I will have him punished and then release him." But with loud shouts they insistently
demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts prevailed. So Pilate decided to grant their demand. He
released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, the one they asked for,
and surrendered Jesus to their will.
The spirit of anti-Christ cries out with one voice, “Away with Christianity! Give us Paganism! Give us
Atheism! Give us Skepticism, or any ism other than what honors Christ!” However, the appeal for Christ
continues to be made, “Christianity has given us the Bible with the message of salvation and the kingdom
of God, with His commandments, precepts and principles for righteous living!”
But the appeal is overwhelmed with shouts of, “Get rid of it! Get rid of it!” So the government responds,
“Why? What criminal activity is Christianity guilty of that it should be done away with? We don’t see any
grounds for destroying Christianity. Therefore, we’ll punish it by kicking prayer and the Bible out of
schools and disallowing creation to be taught to our students. We’ll punish it by funding abortions, by
changing the definition of marriage, by getting rid of the 10 commandments in front of our courthouses
and by forbidding Nativity sets on public property.”
But the spirit of anti-Christ is not satisfied to settle for this. It shouts all the louder and insists that
Christianity must be annihilated, and their loud shouts have prevailed. The government has announced
we are not a Christian nation. Depravity has turned laws upside down and inside out. Wickedness,
perversion and evil are preferred to God’s standard of righteousness. What once was right has now
become wrong. What was wrong has become right. Barabbas has been released and Christ has been
surrendered to the will of those who hate Him!






Recognize how pressures from sinful crowds may corrupt justice.
While the Lord Jesus gets kicked around by worldly opinions, keep integrity with the truth of His
innocence, purity and divinity. Give Him the honor and place He deserves.
Pray for God’s kingdom to come and for His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give thanks that God is still in charge, even when it seems that the world, the flesh and the devil
are totally running the show.
Pray for courage and understanding to do the right thing, in the right way, at the right time, for the
right reasons!

Prayer Challenge: Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in my presence, but
now much more in my absence--continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God
who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose. Do everything without complaining or
arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and
depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life... –
Philippians 2:12-16

#193 – If Men Do These Things When the Tree Is Green, What Will Happen When It Is Dry?
Luke 23:26-31 - As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the
country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. A large number of people followed
him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. Jesus turned and said to them, "Daughters of
Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. For the time will come when
you will say, `Blessed are the barren women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never
nursed!' Then " `they will say to the mountains, "Fall on us!" and to the hills, "Cover us!" 'For if men do
these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?"
So, the Spirit of anti-Christ got its way and Jesus was led away to be crucified. The wickedness of these
chief priests and rulers in their treatment of Jesus impacted a great number of people. One of them was
Simon of Cyrene. He was traveling into the city from the country when he was seized and forced to follow
Jesus, carrying the cross. Simon was just in the wrong place at the opportune time. You would never
see one of those rabble-rousing rulers humbling themselves and bearing the cross of Christ, but someone
like Simon could be made to do it – because the LAW HAS COMPELLED. On this day, Simon became a
follower of Jesus, whether he wanted to or not. (If anyone would be His disciple he must deny himself,
take up his cross and follow Christ).
In the large crowd that followed Jesus to Calvary there were others who were deeply affected. Women
were outwardly grief stricken and moved to mourn and wail for Him as they followed. How could this be
happening to a person like Jesus? Although He was dealing with His own pain and soon to be nailed to
that cross, Jesus turned to address other souls and minister a prophetic word to them. What men are
doing to Jesus is only a prelude of things to come! Christ tells them, “Don’t weep for me; weep for
yourselves and your children.” He warns them of a time soon coming when they will esteem the childless
women. The disastrous conditions and slaughter looming on the horizon will be sorrowful for those with
children who will never have a future. It would be better for the mountains and hills to topple and crush
them than to have to endure what they are sure to experience in a short while.
Take note of this: When people treat the person and things of Christ Jesus with contempt, scorn, ridicule
and they eagerly seek to do away with Him, it isn’t long before great and sudden destruction comes! We
see signs all around that are a prelude to this. Christ is rejected. His Word is rejected. His laws and
precepts are dismissed. His order and plan in creation is perverted, corrupted and mocked. Yes, Christ
Jesus is crucified afresh. But, don’t weep for Him. Weep for yourselves and for your children. What
follows this treatment of Christ will be horrific. “For if men do these things when the tree is green, what
will happen when it is dry?” If wickedness can be so great when the goodness of God is so very present
and obvious, what shall it be like in His absence?






Recognize how rejection of Christ leads to increased wickedness in the world.
In this culture that rejects Him, don’t feel badly for Christ Jesus, weep and pray for the children.
Pray for God’s kingdom to come and for His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Acknowledge that Jesus is the Christ and stay faithful to Him and the church.
Pray that you will remain in Christ and that His Word will remain in you.

Prayer Challenge: Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is
coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. They went out
from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained
with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us. But you have an anointing from the
Holy One, and all of you know the truth. I do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but
because you do know it and because no lie comes from the truth. Who is the liar? It is the man who
denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist--he denies the Father and the Son. No one
who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also.
See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the
Son and in the Father. And this is what he promised us--even eternal life. – 1 John 2:18-25

#194 – Two Other Men
Luke 23:32-43 - Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. When they
came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals--one on his right, the
other on his left. Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." And they
divided up his clothes by casting lots. The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him.
They said, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One." The
soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, "If you are the king of
the Jews, save yourself." There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE
JEWS. One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself
and us!" But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are under the same
sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done
nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." Jesus
answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise."
Two other men, both criminals, were associated with Jesus in their crucifixions, one on His right and the
other on his left. Both of these men were given the opportunity of a lifetime to hang out with Jesus! (I
know, poor choice of words) Honestly though, these men couldn’t have asked for a better sentence than
to be in the presence of Christ Jesus in their dying moments. While these two criminals endured the pain
and suffering on their crosses, they heard Jesus ask the Father to forgive their executioners. They heard
Him state, “for they know not what they are doing.” They witnessed the soldiers casting lots for His
clothing. They saw all the people along with the rulers who stood by sneering at Jesus. They heard the
mocking from the crowd and the soldiers. They saw the soldiers offer Him wine vinegar and mockingly
challenge Him to prove that He was the king of the Jews by saving Himself. In these moments, these two
men each had their opportunity to have an audience with Jesus.
One of the criminals chose to use this time to INSULT Jesus. This man knew the claims that Jesus was
the Christ of God, the Chosen One. He chose to mock those claims and the Savior they represented.
This man also challenged Jesus to prove His power by saving Himself and them. He didn’t plead in faith,
he scorned the Christ in unbelief. This man was convinced that salvation for any of them in this situation
was hopeless, therefore he belittled the One who truly had power to save in ANY situation.
The OTHER man rebuked his fellow criminal. Even in these closing moments of life, he was offended by
his inappropriate attitude and words. In his opinion, this conduct was great irreverence toward God whom
they would soon be standing before in judgment. THIS man used his opportunity to implore Christ Jesus
to REMEMBER him. By this request he demonstrated his belief in Jesus. His was a belief in both
Christ’s lordship and His power to save him. Jesus reassured THIS MAN that on that very day he would
be with Him in paradise.
TWO MEN! Which one will you be? Each one of us is facing a death sentence. We all know the claims
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. While you live, you have been given an opportunity to have an
audience with Jesus! Will you spurn the moment and INSULT Him? Will you mock the claims of His
kingship and personhood? Or, will you use your opportunity to implore Christ Jesus to remember you in
His kingdom? Will you believe His Lordship and His power to save you? Which of these two are you?






Recognize your opportunity to have an audience with the Lord Jesus Christ.
Be the one who reverences Christ’s claims and join with those who attend the house of worship.
Pray for God’s kingdom to come and for His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Acknowledge that Jesus is the Christ and stay faithful to Him and the church.
Don’t be like the criminal who mocked Christ, rejected Him and ruined his day of opportunity

Prayer Challenge: Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was
sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin,
but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. – Hebrews 9:27,28

#195 – Witness Reactions to the Crucifixion
Luke 23:44-49 - It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth
hour, for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out with a
loud voice, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." When he had said this, he breathed his last. The
centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, "Surely this was a righteous man." When all
the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they beat their breasts and went
away. But all those who knew him, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a
distance, watching these things.
Luke records the reactions of six different witnesses in these six verses. The sun in the heavens was the
first witness to react to Christ’s crucifixion. The great light of His creation grieved and it refused to shine
for three hours! From about Noon until three o’clock the sun was eclipsed and darkness prevailed in the
land around. The temple of God’s dwelling also reacted to the scene as the curtain that separated the
Most Holy Place from the rest of the temple was torn in two! The ceremonial law was done away with and
the “wall of partition” between Jews and Gentiles, God and man was torn asunder. Mankind could now
come boldly to the Throne of Grace. Both the sun and the temple were God’s habitations; one in the
heavens and one on the earth. This was their reaction to Christ’s crucifixion.
The Scriptures also reacted through Jesus’ last words as He quoted from Psalm 31:5. In His dying
moments, our Lord would have us take note that Scripture was being fulfilled in this event. Jesus
referenced this passage along with other prophetic utterances from the Scriptures. So, even in these
seemingly sorrowful moments of death and loss, Christ fulfills the Scriptures and brings them to life!
Having witnessed these things from a front row seat, the Roman centurion’s reaction was to praise God
as he declared, “Surely this was a righteous man.” He heard Jesus’ words of forgiveness and grace. He
experienced the strange darkness of the hours. He saw how Jesus died. He drew the conclusion that
Jesus was no criminal. In fact, he judged Him to be just the opposite, “a righteous man.”
All the curious people who had gathered there to take in the drama reacted by beating their breasts and
then leaving the scene. For the moment, they were deeply moved. Perhaps they recognized that this
had been a very wicked thing to put Christ Jesus to death, and felt some imminent judgment of God
would come upon the nation for it. It’s not unthinkable that some, if not many, of these were those who
had cried, “Crucify him, crucify him,” and when He was nailed to the cross they scorned and blasphemed
Him. They too saw His grace and dignity in death, experienced the darkness and the earthquake. It got
their attention big time... for the moment, and then they went away.
But there was also one more witness reaction. This was a group of those who knew Jesus, including the
women who had followed Him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching all these things. These were all
FRIENDS of the Lord Jesus. Perhaps they feared mistreatment if they stood too close. They too
experienced the reactions and testimonies of all these witnesses in heaven and on earth. These are
people who would not just “beat their breast” and go away to forget what they saw.
We have six different witnesses and their reactions, each one validating the person of the Lord Jesus as
the Christ from God. They still speak and bear witness today.






Listen to the firsthand witnesses and ponder what they have communicated.
Agree with the Roman centurion and recognize the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Recognize that Christ’s wrongful crucifixion was God’s righteous plan to point out our sin, convict
us and save us!
Give thanks that God has opened a new way for us sinners to come to Him without fear.
Don’t just beat your breast and then walk away when you recognize the wicked treatment of
Jesus.

Prayer Challenge: "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and Christ." When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter
and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our
God will call." With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from
this corrupt generation." – Acts 2:36-40

#196 – A Man From Arimathea, Some Women From Galilee
Luke 23:50-56 - Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and upright man,
who had not consented to their decision and action. He came from the Judean town of Arimathea and he
was waiting for the kingdom of God. Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus' body. Then he took it down,
wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one in which no one had yet been laid. It
was Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about to begin. The women who had come with Jesus from
Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. Then they went home and
prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment.
Not every leader of the Council had agreed with the decision and action of the rest. This man named
Joseph had a very different heart and a very different perspective. Joseph was one clear vote against the
attitude and actions of the rest. As a good and upright man who was eager for the kingdom of God, he
did not condone what they had done to Jesus. Joseph was a person of quality, a member of the
Sanhedrin, one of the elders of the Jewish church. Though he was a member of that Council who had
put Christ to death, it was NOT HIS ACT. He believed the Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah and
his kingdom, and expected to see them accomplished. God raised up this man of character and faith who
went to the governor and asked permission to secure the body of Jesus for burial. He had the influence
and financial means that other friends of Jesus did not possess. With tenderness and care, Joseph
removed Christ’s body from the cross, prepared it for burial by wrapping it in linen cloth, and placed it in a
tomb in a manner fitting the hope of resurrection of the dead. Unlike the other members of the Council, it
is obvious that he had true reverence for the Lord Jesus. This was an occasion when he could use his
means and position to demonstrate that respect for Christ.
Luke has been careful to describe for us who, what, how, where and when concerning Jesus’ burial. It is
significant for us to note that it was Preparation Day and that the Sabbath was about to begin. This is the
reason why they made such haste with the burial. They had yet to prepare for the Sabbath. Though they
sorrowed in the death of Christ, they still needed to apply themselves to so ordering their lives that the
Sabbath would not be desecrated. Think about it. The Sabbath was so sacred in their considerations
that not even the funeral of their Lord would keep them from preparing to keep it. How many lesser
excuses do folks offer themselves for neglecting and desecrating the Lord’s Day?
Luke doesn’t record that any of the disciples attended Christ’s funeral, but we have the women from
Galilee who followed Joseph to the tomb and witnessed how His body was laid in it. They went home
and prepared spices and perfumes for embalming His body. This was what THEY could do to
demonstrate their love for Jesus. However, had they remembered and believed His words, they could
have spared themselves the time and expense, knowing that in a short time they would witness the glory
of His resurrection. Yet, in their busy work of preparing the precious ointments for His burial, they still
RESTED on the Sabbath Day, and put off their embalming work until the next day IN OBEDIENCE TO
THE COMMANDMENT. These women honored both God and His Son with their preparations. Although
they never got to use the spices and ointments, you’ll remember that, on a previous occasion, one of the
women had already anointed His body for burial with her expensive perfume! In the wake of man’s
greatest inhumanity to man and rejection of God’s Son, we see a man from Arimathea and some women
from Galilee – people who still revered God and loved Jesus. In an age that sees a growing spirit of antiChrist, there are still upright men and women of faith who revere God and love Jesus.






Like Joseph, be one of those who does not condone the actions of those who hate Christ.
Celebrate the Lord’s Day and make honoring Christ the most important thing.
Do what is in your power, means and ability to demonstrate that you love Christ Jesus.
You need not prepare for Christ’s dead body. Remember His promises and believe.
Don’t buy into our godless generation. Revere God and love Jesus and live to please Him.

Prayer Challenge: His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very
great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape
the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. – 2 Peter 1:3,4

#197 – “Then They Remembered His Words”
Luke 24:1-8 - On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had
prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered,
they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in
clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In their fright the women bowed down with their
faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not
here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: `The Son of Man
must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.' "Then
they remembered his words.
Somehow, in the midst of all the whirlwind of events and the sorrow of the weekend, these dear women
had no recollection of all this fitting in with Christ’s teaching. In one day they had seen their Lord
arrested, turned upon by the mob, rejected and exchanged for a murderer and trouble-maker, treated
cruelly and unjustly, crucified and buried. They were in shock and disbelief that this could have
happened, and so swiftly, to the one who had healed them, forgiven them, brought peace, hope, joy and
purpose into their lives. Christ Jesus had won their hearts and they were fully invested in Him as
Messiah, Lord and Master. In their grief they had stayed with Him at the cross. Upon His death they
followed Joseph to the tomb. In their love for Jesus and in hope of resurrection they had prepared spices
for His proper burial, but had waited until after the Sabbath to use them. Even as they made their way to
the tomb, they still hadn’t connected with the words Jesus had spoken predicting these very events.
Because they’d forgotten what He said, they looked for Jesus in the wrong places and did not find Him.
Thankfully, the Lord sent messengers who would point them back to His words and help them to
remember. These servants of God reminded them how Jesus had told them that He would be given over
to sinful men, be crucified and rise again on the third day. The Risen Living Lord must not be looked for
among the tombs of dead men! His body would never experience decay. People who don’t remember
His words still look for Jesus among the tombs of dead leaders of the ages. They come to the scene
prepared to preserve the body of Christ with the embalming spices of religion that are intended to keep
Him in the grave. Remembering His words makes all the difference in this world – and the one to come!
Perhaps you are dealing with a whirlwind of painful events that have brought grief and sorrow and you are
looking for the Lord’s presence. Maybe you are discovering that the places you are looking for Him
resemble cemeteries that offer no life or hope. Now is a good time to remember His words! Go to the
Bible and acquaint yourself with the Gospel. Let the Word of the Lord remind you of the promise of
eternal life. We serve a RISEN Savior. He’s in the world today. We know that He is LIVING whatever
men may say. We see His hand of mercy and hear His voice of cheer, and just the time we need Him,
He’s always near! Remember His words and believe!






Don’t look for Jesus in the cemeteries of history or religion, HE IS RISEN!
Remember Christ’s words and celebrate His resurrection and life!
Read the Gospel record and believe the Word of the Lord Jesus.
Discover the living Body of Christ Jesus in the fellowship of believers who live by the truth.
Don’t forget the Word of the Lord! Remember what He told you and believe.

Prayer Challenge: Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,
that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. "For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is
not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed
in the name of God's one and only Son. This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved
darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will
not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into
the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God." – John 3:1421

#198 – “Their Words Seemed Like Nonsense”
Luke 24:9-12 - When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the
others. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told
this to the apostles. But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like
nonsense. Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by
themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.
Luke identifies these dear women for us and records their faithfulness in reporting to the Eleven disciples
what they had just witnessed at the tomb. I can only imagine how eager and excited they must have
been to share the news of the Lord’s resurrection with His inner circle. They had gone to the cemetery
believing that Jesus was dead and intending to honor and preserve His dead body. Instead, they had
found His tomb empty and two heavenly messengers who had reminded them what Jesus had told them
concerning His suffering, death and resurrection. They remembered the words of Jesus and this
evidence supported His words. Now they had returned to deliver their first-hand report to the rest of the
band of Christ followers. I doubt that they were expecting the kind of reception they were given. The
apostles DIDN’T BELIEVE THEM! Their report was just NONSENSICAL. “What do you mean the tomb
was empty? You saw two angels? They spoke to you and they said this Jesus, whom we saw crucified,
dead and buried IS NOW ALIVE? Ladies, this is ABSURD! You’re making no sense at all.”
If you really believe that Jesus is risen from the dead, that His tomb is empty and that He is the Living
Lord, be prepared that there will be people (even church people) who will look at you like you’re totally
irrational and foolish. Many people think it absurd and nonsense to really believe that Jesus is risen from
the dead. These women really believed that what they believed was really real! They had seen the
empty tomb with their own eyes and they had heard the testimony of angels with their own ears. They
remembered Christ’s own words and were totally persuaded of the report they gave to the apostles. Yet,
they were met with UNBELIEF! HOWEVER, there was a Peter in the group! Something about their
conviction moved him to get up and run to the tomb to check out their story. All we can do is share our
testimony of faith in the hope that there will be someone who will check it out for themselves.
Peter bent through the entrance of the tomb and personally witnessed that it was empty and that the
strips of linen Jesus had been wrapped in were lying by themselves. He now had first-hand evidence,
along with the testimony of the women to consider. He went away wondering to himself what had
happened. Now, he had to make sense of what he had heard and seen. The evidence and the testimony
of two or more who really believe that what they believe is really real, must be checked out, weighed and
considered - even if it seems absurd at first. It cannot be shrugged off and ignored. It must cause one to
wonder what it all means and to ponder it until it all makes sense.






Check out every testimony to see if it lines up with the Word of God.
Celebrate the Word of the Lord in your trust and obedience.
Let the world see that you really believe that what you believe is really real.
Share your personal testimony with someone and give them the opportunity to check it out.
Don’t worry about sounding absurd. Let the world know you believe that Jesus lives!

Prayer Challenge: And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His
Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. These things
I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal
life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God. – 1 John 5:11-13
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it
is the power of God. For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the
intelligent I will frustrate." Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in the wisdom of God the world
through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to
save those who believe. Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach
Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of
God is wiser than man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man's strength. – 1
Corinthians 1:18-25

#199 – “They Were Kept From Recognizing Jesus”
Luke 24:13-16 - Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem. They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. As they
talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them;
but they were kept from recognizing him.
Luke shifts our attention from the women to two men who were on about a two hour walk from Jerusalem
to Emmaus. Whatever their reason for leaving Jerusalem and the horror and sorrow of that weekend
behind, they had maintained their comradery. Now, as they walked together, they reflected on all these
recent events, no doubt using each other as a sounding board trying to make sense of it all. Each one
shared his thoughts, questions and feelings with the other. It is a healthy and good thing for followers of
Christ to dialogue with sincere and honest questions, thoughts and feelings about the events surrounding
His suffering, crucifixion and death. How could this have happened? Why? Why this way? Why did all
this evil happen to this good person? What does it mean for us now? Where should we go from here
and what should we believe? What is your perspective on all this? How do these things affect what we
have believed about Jesus? These two comrades covered it all as they walked along.
Where two or more are talking and discussing the things of Christ Jesus together, He is there with them.
Jesus Himself came up and walked with these two while they were deep in conversation. Any time
someone is walking in the same direction, he is welcomed into the fellowship and conversation. But, this
is Jesus Himself. Look at Him, on the very day of His resurrection, one of His very first appearances is to
two of His dear disciples who just might be abandoning their hope and leaving it all behind. But they were
kept from recognizing Him. Their state of mind and spirit may have been so preoccupied that they did not
know it was Him. Their last sight of Jesus was a mangled, bloody and unrecognizable body on the cross.
Perhaps His resurrected body and presence was enough different that they would not have recognized
Him. Whatever it was, they were kept from recognizing Jesus – until after He had enough time to open
the Scriptures to them and explain the answers to all their questions.
Like these two on the road, sometimes we may also may be dealing with sorrow, disappointment and
wonder that could undermine our faith and destroy our foundations. In those times it’s good to have a
godly partner with whom to sincerely walk and talk and pray. It’s good to have someone you can trust
with any question, feeling or issue; and someone who trusts you in the same way. Do not be surprised
along the way to discover that Jesus Himself has been walking right there with you, even though you may
not have recognized Him.






Give thanks if you have at least one person you can sincerely and openly walk and talk with.
Get involved in good conversation surrounding the suffering, crucifixion and death of Christ.
Don’t be afraid to ask the honest hard questions together and listen to each other.
Welcome others who may be walking your way into the conversation.
Don’t be surprised to discover that Jesus Himself is walking right beside you.

Prayer Challenge: "Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be
done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with
them." – Matthew 18:19,20
Acts 13:26-33 - "Brothers, children of Abraham, and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this
message of salvation has been sent. The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus,
yet in condemning him they fulfilled the words of the prophets that are read every Sabbath. Though they
found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him executed. When they had
carried out all that was written about him, they took him down from the tree and laid him in a tomb. But
God raised him from the dead, and for many days he was seen by those who had traveled with him from
Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to our people. "We tell you the good news: What God
promised our fathers he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus.

#200 – “What Things?”
Luke 24:17-24 - He asked them, "What are you discussing together as you walk along?" They stood still,
their faces downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, "Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and
do not know the things that have happened there in these days?" "What things?" he asked. "About Jesus
of Nazareth," they replied. "He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people.
The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; but we
had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day
since all this took place. In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this
morning but didn't find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said
he was alive. Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said,
but him they did not see."
The Lord knew them well but these two did not know who was walking with them. Jesus initiated
conversation with them in a familiar way. He asked them questions. Our Lord knows just how to engage
us in ways that help us to clarify what’s really happening in our lives. His kind inquiry stopped them in
their tracks - “What’s captivating your spirit and conversation as you journey?” Their faces reflected their
pain and discouragement. Their response indicated that they thought they must be addressing someone
who was totally out of touch with current events. Sadly, people who don’t really know Jesus think much
the same in today’s culture – that Jesus is out of touch with current culture and events. “Where did you
come from that you don’t have a clue about the things that are going on in Jerusalem these days?” Jesus
had set them up for His next question! “What things?”
This second question will cause the two disciples to clarify the things that had brought them to this point
in their journey of life and in their conversation. “What things?” It’s intriguing to know that the Lord, who
knows everything, is desirous to hear the testimonies of His followers. They answered His question and
told the Lord all about Himself, what had happened to Him, the hope they had placed in Him, the reports
of His resurrection and the investigation of the tomb by their companion disciples. These two men were
still sorting all THESE THINGS through, trying to decide what to believe and where to go from here. Just
reviewing and verbalizing these things is a good exercise in preparing them for the next season of life’s
journey. When you’re perplexed about what to believe and where to go or what to do next, it’s a good
thing to reflect on where you’ve been with Jesus, what you’ve experienced in your journey with Him, what
you hoped in Him, and what others have testified about Him. Write it out, speak it out, share it with Jesus
– even if you’re not aware of His presence.
THE THINGS that have happened to Jesus, His treatment at the hands of sinful men, His suffering, death
and resurrection are all significant things that should impact the remainder of your life as you sort through
God’s will for your life. THE THINGS that you have experienced so far in your relationship with Christ
Jesus are unique to you – testify to them! The testimonies and witness of other companions in your life
are influences that God will use to help guide you from perplexity to clarity and new direction. What are
those things that have been happening in your life? Where have you been with Jesus? Why are you at
this place in life right now? Where are you going in your walk with Christ Jesus? One of the best things
you can do in life is to talk about these things with your travelling companions.






Recount the significant things that have happened in your life’s journey with Jesus.
Remember what Christ Jesus endured for us sinners.
Share the testimony of your experience with Christ with a companion.
Listen to the testimony of someone else’s journey with Christ.
Allow these testimonies to be used of God to guide you and spur you on in faith.

Prayer Challenge: For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for
all the saints, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. I keep asking
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and
revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in
order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the
saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty
strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in
the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be
given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. – Ephesians 1:15-21

#201 – “Their Eyes Were Opened”
Luke 24:25-32 - He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?" And
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures
concerning himself. As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were
going farther. But they urged him strongly, "Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over."
So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it
and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared
from their sight. They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on
the road and opened the Scriptures to us?"
There were several things that these two men were just not seeing. They couldn’t see that it was Jesus
who was walking and talking with them. They couldn’t see the revelation of the prophets in the things that
had recently happened in Jerusalem. They couldn’t see that they were really slow in believing the
Scriptures. Jesus reproved them as being foolish in their slowness to believe the testimonies of their
companions and the word of the prophets. It’s foolish to act against our best interest, but that’s exactly
what these men had done in not embracing the evidence of their Master’s resurrection. Atheists and
skeptics label believers as foolish. However, Christ identifies slowness of heart to believe as foolish. This
is especially true for those who are kept from believing by their prejudices which they’ve never been
willing to impartially examine in the light of evidence and truth. Jesus didn’t reprove them so much for not
believing the testimony of the women and the angels, but more for not believing the Scriptures. Had they
truly believed the prophets of the Old Testament they would have had no hesitation in believing Christ’s
resurrection the moment it was reported on the third day!
“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures
concerning himself.” Wow! What a Bible lesson that must have been! How would you like to have been
in on that class? From that moment on, they would never again look at the Scriptures in the same way.
Forever after this they would see where and how Jesus is revealed in the Old Testament Scriptures. This
lesson was a great eye opener and it took most of the rest of their journey. So, since they were close to
where they were going and the day was nearly ended, they urged Jesus to stay over with them. Although
it seemed He intended to keep on going, He went in to stay with them. And so it may be with us – even
when our travelling day is done, Christ’s is not, and yet He’s willing to come stay with us at the end of our
day.
“When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them.”
No one ever broke bread like Jesus did! No one ever gave thanks like He did! No doubt they had seen
Him do this many times during their three years with Him. Just four days prior He had taken bread, given
thanks and said, “This is my body which is broken for you, do this in remembrance of me.” In this
moment THEIR EYES WERE OPENED and they recognized Jesus. As quickly as the revelation had
come, just as quickly Jesus disappeared from their sight. The experience was long enough though to
establish a deep and rich faith in the hearts of these two. They responded to it all by looking at each
other and asking, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened
the Scriptures to us?” There’s nothing like time spent in the Scriptures when Jesus is opening our eyes!






Don’t have a slow heart to believe the Scriptures - that would be foolish!
Attend a service of worship or Bible study where the Lord Jesus is revealed and honored!
When you sit at your table, give thanks and partake of your daily bread in remembrance Him.
Let a deep and rich faith in the resurrected Christ take hold of your heart.
Dig into the Scriptures and recognize Jesus in them – from the beginning to the end!

Prayer Challenge: For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for
all the saints, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. I keep asking
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and
revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in
order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the
saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty
strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand ...
– Ephesians 1:15-20

#202 – “It Is True! The Lord Has Risen!”
Luke 24:33-35 - They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those
with them, assembled together and saying, "It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon."
Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he
broke the bread.
Two men, just a short time ago they were downcast and troubled in their spirits, and now they are fully
energized. Moments before, they were sitting down to eat and settling in for the evening, now they are up
and moving, wasting no time to get back to Jerusalem. What made the difference? It was the revelation
of the truth that Jesus was risen! He had been right there with them. Upon their arrival in Jerusalem they
found the inner circle of disciples along with others who had gathered with them. The theme of their
conversation centered around the resurrection of Christ Jesus. By this time, Simon Peter had reported to
them that he had seen Jesus. His testimony had given them assurance that the testimony of the women
was true. Their doubts were dissipated and their confidence in the reports had been elevated to the point
that they now really believed that Jesus had truly risen from the dead. When you hear the testimonies of
people (more than one) that you really trust, it becomes easier to take their report to heart and believe
that what they are saying is true.
Then the two men from Emmaus testified to the group about their experience as they had journeyed from
Jerusalem. Their testimony included their conversation with a man they did not recognize. They told how
this man had warmed their hearts as he shared with them how foolish and slow of heart they had been
not to believe the Scriptures. They shared how he began with Moses and all the prophets, and explained
to them how those very Scriptures had recently been fulfilled in the suffering, death and resurrection of
their Lord. Finally, they testified how Jesus was recognized by them when He broke the bread. I can see
them demonstrating exactly the way Jesus had done it, as he took it in His hands, gave thanks and broke
it and began distributing it to them. And, I can see the rest of the disciples in the room as they listened to
this testimony. I picture them saying, “Oh, yes! That would be Jesus! No one else would break bread
like that!” And so, the testimony of these two added to the persuasion and conviction of this group of
disciples, “It is True! The Lord Has Risen!”
I pray that the testimony of Scriptures will inspire everyone who reads to be confident of this life-changing
word. May that confidence flow into everything we do, everywhere we go and in whatever we say. Let it
be clear to all – “It is true! The Lord Has Risen!”






Don’t look for Jesus in the cemeteries of history or religion, HE IS RISEN!
It is true! He is Risen! Celebrate His resurrection and life!
Read the Gospel record and be swift to believe the testimony of Scripture.
Recognize the Risen Lord when you break bread.
Spread the Word to as many as will listen, “It is True! The Lord Has Risen!”

Prayer Challenge: "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through
their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also
be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave
me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity
to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. "Father, I want
those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me
because you loved me before the creation of the world. "Righteous Father, though the world does not
know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will
continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may
be in them." – John 17:20-26

#203 – “Why Do Doubts Rise In Your Minds?”
Luke 24:36-43 - While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to
them, "Peace be with you." They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them,
"Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It is I
myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have." When he had
said this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while they still did not believe it because of joy and
amazement, he asked them, "Do you have anything here to eat?" They gave him a piece of broiled fish,
and he took it and ate it in their presence.
These disciples have heard the testimonies of the women, of Peter and of the two who returned from
Emmaus. They were still comparing notes and talking about all this when Jesus himself put in an
appearance. He appeared just as suddenly as He had disappeared when He broke bread with the two at
Emmaus. He apparently anticipated their surprise and fright as He greeted them, “Peace be with you.”
His greeting was friendly and kind and indicated something of His intentions. The disciples were still
troubled and doubting. Jesus was not there to chastise or condemn them. He was not there to deal with
their unbelief in a harsh and severe manner. He was there to set their hearts and minds at peace. This is
His way with any genuine truth-seeker who may not yet have arrived at the truth concerning Christ Jesus
and His resurrection. Those who will sincerely listen to testimony and investigate the scriptures will find
that Christ will come to them in peace to validate the truth.
The group was taken totally by surprise. They jumped to the conclusion that they were seeing a ghost.
But Jesus asked them two significant questions. They would have done well to have asked themselves
these very questions – and so would anyone else with the same perplexities. “Why are you troubled?”
“Why do doubts arise in your minds?” These questions get to the heart of their unbelief. Those queries
would get to the heart of ANYONE’S unbelief. What ARE the answers to these questions? Jesus didn’t
wait for them to reply. He offered them His hands and feet as evidence that it was indeed Him! The fresh
scars from the nails would be sufficient proof of His identity. He invited them to touch Him so that they
could rest assured that He was NOT a ghost. A ghost does not have flesh and bones. Jesus was truly
alive. This was not just His spirit making an appearance. The fact that they still did not believe after
these convincing proofs should indicate to us that those stories, fabricated about His disciples stealing
His body away and spreading the word that He had risen, just don’t add up. Although they were hopeful,
they were a tough bunch of people to convince that Jesus had indeed risen from the dead.
This was all too amazing, and what they were experiencing in Christ’s presence was just too glorious to
believe that it could be true. To eliminate all doubt and make certain that they were completely
convinced, Jesus asked them for something to eat. “They gave Him a piece of broiled fish, and He took it
and ate it in their presence.” They were provided all these evidences so that they might not be troubled
and that all doubts might be cleared up. Everyone should understand that Christ is willing and eager to
sufficiently answer all sincere questions or doubts that may trouble us. In fact, the Scriptures have been
provided for this very purpose! With this knowledge, why are you still troubled and why do doubts arise in
your minds?






Don’t be afraid to examine all the evidence and testimony surrounding Christ’s resurrection!
Don’t let your heart be troubled. Believe in God. Believe also in Christ. He Lives!
Ask yourself, “Why am I troubled and why do doubts arise in my mind?”
Recognize that it’s Jesus who stands at the door of your life and knocks.
If you hear His voice and open the door, He will come in and feast with you.

Prayer Challenge: But what does it say? "The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that
is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture says,
"Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame." For there is no difference between Jew and
Gentile--the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for, "Everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord will be saved." How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And
how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone
preaching to them? And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the
feet of those who bring good news!" – Romans 10:8-15

#204 – “He Opened Their Minds So They Could Understand Scriptures”
Luke 24:44-53 - He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms." Then he opened their
minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will
suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in
his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send
you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on
high." When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them.
While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. Then they worshiped him and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.
“This is what I told you...” “This is what is written...” “You are witnesses...” “I am going to send you what
my Father has promised...” These are eye-opening leading statements of Christ to His disciples. It’s not
the first time He’s spoken these things to them, but their minds just hadn’t processed them previously.
Now, after His resurrection, Jesus puts all the pieces together for them in one last wrap up teaching
session, before He heads home to heaven. I’ve heard many people say, “The Bible is hard for me to
understand, so I don’t read it.” Their honest confession reveals that they need what Christ’s disciples
needed (what all of us need), to have their minds opened so they could understand the Scriptures. Christ
Jesus showed them that the writings of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms were laced with things
concerning Him. All those things had to be fulfilled. When you understand that the Old Testament is
Christ concealed and the New Testament is Christ revealed, then your mind starts opening.
Then He opened their minds so they could understand exactly what was written and so they would have
the proper perspective. Jesus highlighted four things that the Old Testament clearly recorded: 1) The
Christ will suffer. 2) He will rise from the dead on the third day. 3) Repentance and forgiveness of sins
will be preached in His name to all nations (it’s for the whole world). 4) This Gospel would be preached
first in Jerusalem. This is God’s plan for our redemption and, from Genesis to Revelation, our Great
Creator inspired the writers of Scripture to unfold this amazing plan of love and grace. So understand:
Jesus had to suffer (there was no other way), He had to rise from the dead on the third day (there is no
greater proof of His deity), Repentance and forgiveness (in that order) in Jesus’s name will be preached
to all nations, and this Good News was to be proclaimed first in Jerusalem.
Those gathered with Jesus on this occasion were first-hand witnesses of all these things. Through their
testimony, our minds can be opened so that we too may understand the Scriptures! Then, through our
testimony, another generation may have the same opportunity. However, a most necessary part of this
enlightenment is the gift that the Father had promised. Unless we are clothed with POWER FROM ON
HIGH, our witness and testimony will lack effectiveness. We will operate in the flesh (our own human
understanding, skills and personality) and not in the power of the Spirit. Having dispensed these final
vital instructions and clarifications, Jesus led them out to Bethany, lifted His hands and blessed them. In
the midst of this blessing, Jesus left them and was taken up into heaven. The fruit of all this was GREAT
JOY, the worship of Christ and obedient return to Jerusalem. These disciples who had been hunkered
down in hiding could now be constantly found at the temple, praising God. When minds are opened to
really understand the Scriptures, similar things will happen in our lives! Joy, worship, obedience, church
attendance, and praising God will be prominent elements for us too!






Understand that the Old Testament is Christ concealed and the New is Christ REVEALED!
Repent of sin and unbelief and receive forgiveness in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Seek the Lord while He may be found; call on Him while He is near.
Don’t just live in the flesh and act religious; receive the promise of the Father, the Holy Spirit.
Let the joy of the Lord permeate your worship, obedience, church attendance and praise of God.

Prayer Challenge: Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may
come from the Lord, and that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you--even Jesus. He must remain
in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets. For
Moses said, `The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you must listen
to everything he tells you. Anyone who does not listen to him will be completely cut off from among his people.'
"Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have foretold these days. And you are heirs of
the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, `Through your offspring all
peoples on earth will be blessed.' When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning
each of you from your wicked ways." – Acts 3:19-26

